
May is looking to be a very
busy month for the
Greater Washington Sec-

tion. May 6 is the Deutsche
Marque Concours d’Elegance in
Great Falls, Va., followed by Star-
Tech 2007 (May 18-21) in Reston,
Va. Additionally, the MBCA
National Board of Directors is
meeting just prior to that technical
event (May 15-17), also in Reston,
and our second autocross of the
season is scheduled for May 27 in
Winchester, Va. Whew!! We’ll be
busy and hope you will join us for
some, if not all, of these events.

SECTION EVENTS
May 6—Turner Farm Park,
Great Falls, Va.

Yes, spring is here, and it’s time
to add that extra sparkle to your car
and show it off at the Deutsche
Marque Concours de’Elegance. If
that’s more work than you would
like, take a few well-spent hours
gazing at some of Germany’s finest
automobiles. See page 5 for more
information.
Swap Meet—May 18-19, Hyatt
Regency Hotel, Reston, Va.

Now’s the time to clean out the
garage, attic and basement and sell
those automotive parts you no
longer need—or perhaps pick up
something you just can’t live with-
out. See p. 21 for more information.

NATIONAL EVENTS
StarTech 2007, May 18-21,
Hyatt Regency Hotel, Reston

What Is StarTech? StarTech is
a national MBCA event that is held
every two years. This year, our sec-
tion has the privilege of playing
host. This premier technical event
brings together experts in the fields
of MB restoration, detailing and
mechanics with those interested in
expanding their knowledge of the
German automotive marque. See
page 9 for more information.

StarTech 2007 - Tours
Several tours and extra events

have been planned to take place
during StarTech, including one to
the Vehicle Preparation Center
(VPC) and dinner. Other tours
include the DAR Museum,
Washington Interior Design Center
and Textile Museum, Spy Tour of
Washington, a Ladies Tea, the
StarTech Banquet and the Track

Day and StarTech Demon-
stration Day. See page 3 for
a more complete list of activities
that you, as a GWS member, can
attend without having to register
for StarTech 2007.
MBCA National Board
Meeting—May 15-17, Hyatt
Regency Hotel, Reston

Each spring and fall, the MBCA
National Board meets at different
locations around the country. This
year’s spring meeting will take
place in our own backyard just
prior to StarTech 2007. The
National Board Meeting is one of
the best places to see your club
leaders in action. You’ll hear them
talk about many issues facing the
club—from finances and events to
newsletters and membership issues.

MM ETRETR O TRO TR II -ST-STARAR
G R E AT E R  WA S H I N GT O N  S E C T I O N  M E R C E D E S - B E N Z  C L U B  O F  A M E R I C A

www.gws-mbca.org April-May 2007 

Busy as a Bee in the Merry Month of May

In this Issue:
Calendar of Events  . . . . . . . . . . .3

President’s Report . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Deutsche Marque Concours  . . . .5

Pylon Alley  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

Driving Events  . . . . . . . . . . .7, 15

StarTech 2007  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

High Gear  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11

The Trading Post . . . . . . . . . . . .25

Continued on page 23

“The world’s
favorite season is
the spring.
All things seem
possible in May.”

—Edwin Way Teale
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April 15 Autocross #1
Winchester, Va.
Contact Joe Wozney at (703) 437-7866

April 29 Defensive Driving School and Mercedes-
only Autocross
Winchester, Va.
Contact Joe Wozney at (703) 437-7866

May 6 Deutsche Marque Concours D’Elegance
Turner Farm Park, Great Falls, Va.

May 15-16 MBCA National Board Committee Mtgs.
Reston, Va.

May 17 MBCA National Board Meeting
Reston, Va.

May 18-21 StarTech 2007
Reston, Va.
Contact: Bill Hopper at (202) 363-4189

May 21 Summit Point Spring Track Day
(and demo day for StarTech 2007)

May 27 Autocross #2, Winchester, Va.

June 3 Rain date for Deutsche Marque Concours

June 14-15 Driving School at Virginia International
Raceway (with BMW and Audi Clubs)
Danville, Va.

June 24 Autocrosss #3, Winchester, Va.

July 8 Autocross #4, Winchester, Va.

Aug. 4-5 Drivers’ School, Summit Point, W.Va. 

Aug. 11 DIY Tech Session and Track Inspection
Place and time to be announced

Aug. 12 Autocross #5, Winchester, Va.

Aug. 19 Mid-Atlantic Picnic and Concours
d’Elegance (tentative date)

Sept. 9 Autocross #6, Winchester, Va.

Sept. 14-18 Tri-O-Rama
Summit Point, W.Va.

Oct. 7 Autocross #7, Winchester, Va.

Oct. 21 GWS Annual Meeting

Nov. 4 Autocross #8, Winchester, Va.

Dec. 2 New Members’ Reception

There are many more events planned and more exact dates
and times to be announced. Be sure to check the Web site
(www.gws-mbca.org) for more information along with the
latest updates and additions.

Calendar of Events
Greater Washington Section Events 2007

Trips to Germany
The Mercedes-Benz Club of America (MBCA) is

offering two trips to Germany in 2007. Each trip starts
in Stuttgart on a Monday: July 30 and October 1. For
more details, check out the Web site at:

http://www.mbca.org/pages/german_trip/Trip1.htm

Former GWS President Joe Wozney went on one of
the trips to Germany last year. The fourth installment in
his travel journal can be found on page 12 in this issue
of the Metro Tri-Star.

StarTech 2007 Tours and Extras*
DAR Museum Tour and Lunch, see p. 9

Wednesday, May 16 — $30
VPC Tour and Dinner, see p. 9

Friday, May 18 — $65/$80
Washington Interior Design Center and Textile
Museum, see p. 9

Friday, May 18 — $55
Spy Tour of Washington, see p. 17

Saturday, May 19 — $55
Ladies Tea (Ladies only), see p. 17

Saturday, May 19 — $55
StarTech Banquet, see p. 17

Saturday, May 19 — $60/$75
GWS Track Day/Demonstration Day, see p. 17

Monday, May 21 — $175 (drivers)

*(Open to all members—
Star Tech 2007 registration not required)
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Springtime Cleaning

It’s springtime, and a guy’s thoughts turn to….
Cleaning out the garage!
Spring is the official time to procrasti-

nate no longer and start organizing and
cleaning. And what better place to start than
the garage? 

The other day I got an e-mail from Bill
Robinson, shop foreman at EuroMotorcars
in Bethesda. They were cleaning out their
shop office and found a bunch of technical
videos and asked if the club would like them. He ended
his e-mail with, “If we do not find a home for these
items, they will be discarded.” And, being the pack rat
that I am, I could not let that happen now, could I?

I know that somewhere along the line our club will
one day have that “clubhouse” where we can store and
use documents pertaining to the early 1970s and 1980s
Mercedes-Benz vehicles. These tapes included topics
such as 4A1 4bbl carburetor, Stromberg carb, Zenith
carbs, diesel injection service, turbo diesel introduc-
tion, C111 with turbo diesel engine and many other
topics. So, without a thought, I said “sure” and raced
over to pick them up.

While I was doing that, past GWS President (aka
M-B Club Pack Rat himself) Joe Wozney was helping
the Sheppard family clean out their late parents’ (long-
time GWS members Tom and Roberta Sheppard)
home. And as many avid Mercedes-Benz technical
guys know, the one who dies with the most tools wins!
We all knew Tom and Roberta as winners when they
were alive, and all the parts and tools they had at their
home proved it! So Joe and the family packed up all
kinds of MBCA memorabilia from Sheppard’s collec-
tion and sent it on to the GWS for the club to have as
part of our “collection.”

I always find that spring cleaning also helps locate
all those goodies you knew you had, or thought you
had, but have no idea where they disappeared to. With
that, it only makes sense to start now by going out to
the garage and, in some cases, the basement, and the
attic, too. I know your other halves don’t know you
have car stuff stored in the attic, but you do, don’t you?
It’s in that box marked “Car Stuff!”

And WHAT DO YOU DO WITH IT NOW?
Every time you clean out the garage, there is this cor-
ner (in some cases more than just a corner) full of stuff

way too good to just give away, and there is
no way you are going to throw it out. So you
pack it up and put it away yet again.

Maybe it’s time to take it to a swap meet,
a Mercedes-Benz Club swap meet.

So, to help you out is the upcoming
StarTech 2007 MB parts swap meet to be
held at the Reston Hyatt Regency Hotel in
connection with StarTech 2007 on May 18

and 19. What better place than with lots of other avid
MB folks coming in from all over the country. This
way, you know your cherished stuff will find good
homes.

And you don’t have to just swap it; you can sell it
(you know, bring in some extra moola so you can buy
someone else’s stuff) at the swap meet. And to see how
many GWS members read the President’s column,
here is a test. For those of you who are GWS mem-
bers—(this is not open to businesses or MB profes-
sionals, and you know who you are) you can have a
swap meet parking space for just $15. That is a $40
savings off the regular price of $55, just for reading
this column. Fill out the registration form (on page 21)
and write in: “Prez’s letter 15” and send in your form
and $15 payment to register for the swap meet. (Pre-
registration is a MUST; my offer expires at midnight
4/30/07.) You do not have to attend StarTech 2007 to
participate in the swap meet, but if you do come to
StarTech 2007, you will have many chances to net-
work and find a good home for your stuff, plus learn a
lot about the Mercedes-Benz marque and have some
fun while you are at it.

Now that you have a deadline—Friday, May 18 at
7 a.m.—get going on that spring cleaning project, price
your stuff and be ready to move it at the StarTech 2007
MB parts swap meet, and remember my special offer
to you!

So . . .  let’s see what I will bring. I have a few extra
sets of tires, some rims, and then there is that box of
stuff I bought on German eBay . . . Well, maybe not all
of it!

—Bill Hopper

From the President . . .
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It is May 6, 2007. Do you know where your car is?
Of course you do. It is on display at the 24th Deutsche
Marque Concours at Turner Farm Park in Great

Falls, Va. where it’s participating in this beautiful show
that has become a Washington tradition.

The Greater Washington Section teams up with our
friends from the Potomac Region of the Porsche Club of
America (PCA), the National Capital Chapter of the
BMW Car Club of America (BMWCCA) and the
Potomac-Chesapeake Chapter of the Audi Club of
North America (ACNA) to organize the premier
German car show in the region.

In the Deutsche Marque Concours d’Elegance, vehi-
cles are judged by their condition, appearance and
cleanliness. This event will offer two classes: Street
(judged) and Display (not judged, but a prize is award-
ed based on a people’s choice vote). The “Street” class
is a “top-only” event. In the “top-only” category, the
exterior, interior (including engine bay) and luggage
compartment are judged. The undercarriage is not.
Usually, the Street class will be separated into several
groups based on MBCA rules. The “Display” class is
open to everyone who has a clean, nice car but does not
feel up to the more demanding “Street” class require-
ments (also a great way for newcomers to get accus-
tomed to what it takes to compete successfully in
“Street”!). Both “Street” and “Display” are on the show
field and represent our club’s heritage and tradition.

As in every year, the event culminates with a wine
and cheese reception during which we will present the
trophies.

Turner Farm Park is a new location for us. I have
been there a few times for meetings with the other club
representatives and the Fairfax County Park Authority.
Everyone is very excited about having the event at this
site. Just remember that this is a public park, so certain
rules apply (e.g., no open containers with alcoholic bev-
erages, etc....)

Bring an umbrella for some shade, a couple of chairs
and a picnic blanket and enjoy a day in good company.
If you get hungry, you can walk up to a vendor’s stand
for refreshments.  

This year, the clubs also have invited some sponsors
who offer products and services that are of particular
interest to their respective members. Curry’s Auto
Service with four Northern Virginia locations and
Protective Film Technologies (PFT Films) of Northern
Virginia are all well known as GWS sponsors and for

their quality work. Funktion Auto of Dulles, Va. is a
supporter of the other clubs and will be available to
answer your questions.

I am looking forward to seeing you at the 24th

Deutsche Marque Concours!!
—Eric Wagner

Event Schedule:
8:30 a.m.— Field opens to participants for place-

ment  onto the field.
9:00 a.m. — General admission 
10:30 a.m. — Judging begins. Cars not in place and

on the field by 11 a.m. will not be allowed to show.
3:00 p.m. — Wine and Cheese Reception: Awards

for all clubs will be presented at the Wine and Cheese
Reception.

The entry fee is $25 per car ($35 after April 24 or on
site). Registration includes one Wine and Cheese
Reception ticket and a commemorative dash plaque.
(Additional Wine and Cheese Reception tickets are
available at $10 each.) There is no charge to attend the
concours as a spectator. See the form on next page.

Please note: This Concours is an all-day event.
The organizers of all clubs will be working hard

prior to the show, as well as on the day of the event.
Please also respect the hard work by the participants
who have prepared their cars for the show. If you enter
the event, be prepared to stay through the awards pres-
entation. If your vehicle places in its class and you have
departed, the award will be given to the next runner-up
in that class. Additionally, be mindful that cars not reg-
istered and displayed in the show should not be parked
on the show field.

Feel free to contact Eric Wagner at wagnerek@ com-
cast.net or (703) 549-5261 with any questions. I would
be delighted if you would assist us on the day of the
event, either as a judge or as a helper.

Directions: 
The Turner Farm Park is located at the intersection

of Georgetown Pike (Route 193) and Springvale Road
(Route 674) in Great Falls, Va., within the Dranesville
District. The park entrance is on Springvale Road. 

Do not enter the small park marked Turner Farm
Park. Keep going another 200 feet until you see the
car show signs and entrance on the right.

Please fill out the registration form on page 6.

Deutsche Marque Concours d’Elegance
Sunday, May 6, 2007 — Great Falls, Va.
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Deutsche Marque Concours d’Elegance
Sunday, May 6 — Turner Farm Park, Great Falls, Va., 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Name(s)____________________________________________ Member # ____________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

Phone (h)__________________________________     (w) ________________________________

Email address ____________________________________________________________________

Model and Year of Mercedes-Benz entered_______________________
Concours Class:        Show (Street) ______      Display ______
(After April 24, the Concours fee will be $35)

$25 for each car in Show (Street) Class ........................................................$__________
$25 for each car in Display Class ..................................................................$__________
$10 each for additional Wine and Cheese Reception tickets ........................$__________

(One reception ticket is included with the Concours registration)
Total enclosed ....................................................................................................$__________

Make your check payable to GWS-MBCA. Send to: Eric Wagner, 18 West Uhler Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22301
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Autocross 2007

An autocross is a timed driving event held on a park-
ing lot or any large paved area. The course is
defined by traffic cones (pylons). Only one car is

on the course at a time. The idea is to drive through the
course as quickly as you can without knocking down the
cones. The course changes at every event.

Our events are all-day affairs. Registration begins at
8:00 a.m. There are practice runs in the morning and “offi-
cial” timed events in the afternoon. Each driver gets a
minimum of six runs. We will have instructors available
for all beginners. Unless conditions are really bad, we run
rain or shine.

Mercedes-Benz cars are classed by age and/or model,
so 2007 AMG models are not competing against a 1985
300D. Brand X (non-Mercedes) cars are indexed by a for-
mula developed by the Sports Car Club of America.
Trophies are awarded at the end of the year for each class.
The scoring is based on the driver’s best five scores in the
eight events.

Autocross improves your street driving! All that you
learn about handling and braking carries over to your
daily drive. The question always arises: Does it damage
my car? Except for some wear and tear on your tires,
autocrossing does not hurt your car. And, no, you do not
need “race” or “performance” tires. (Race tires sort of
show up on your car after you become addicted to the
sport of autocrossing.)

The next question is: What do I have to do to prepare
for an autocross? Not much. Add an additional 10 pounds
of air (over the car manufacturer’s recommended pres-
sure). Leave the major junk in your car’s trunk at home.
Bring a plastic bag or two to put your remaining belong-
ings in—we don’t want anything rattling around in the car
while you’re driving. We even have “loaner” helmets for
you to use.

Register Now!
You can now register for the 2007 Autocross Series by

going to the club’s Web site (www.gws-mbca.org) and
clicking on the registration link. Fees are the same as last

year—$150 for all eight events. It’s like getting two
events free and, by signing up for the season, you ensure
that you’ll have a space reserved. In addition, you can pay
for the series with PayPal.

If you’d prefer, you can pay the single event fee at the
event. For MBCA members, the cost is $25. Nonmembers
can attend one event as a guest—the fee is $30. After the
one event, nonmembers must join the club if they would
like to continue participating. There is no preregistration
for single events.

See the calendar of events for the full schedule and
plan on joining us at least once this year—even if it’s only
to watch!

Summit Point – May 21
Registration also is open for our first performance

driving track event of the year on Monday, May 21! The
event is being held in conjunction with the Demonstration
Day at StarTech 2007 and will be on the Summit circuit at
Summit Point Raceway in Summit Point, West Virginia.
The registration form, tech inspection sheet, and latest
information are on the Web site (www.gws-mbca.org).

Summit Point is a 2.1 mile track with 10 turns and
plenty of runoff room, making it a great track for experi-
enced and novice drivers alike.

Are you a novice with no previous track or perform-
ance driving experience? No problem! Trained instructors
will be on hand to teach you about handling, turning,
braking, apexes, track-out points and more. These are all
lessons and techniques that will make you a better driver
on the street.

You’ll love the track and the instructors. And, no one,
absolutely no one, will force you to drive any faster than
your comfort zone allows. We want you to progress at
your own pace.

Don’t want to drive the new Benz? Or the old one? You
can drive any car you wish, as long as it has $100,000 lia-
bility coverage and passes a mandatory tech inspection.
Convertibles require a roll bar or a hard top. All cars must
be inspected before the event at a dealer or independent
shop, and you must bring the signed or stamped safety
inspection sheet to the event! The pre-event, safety tech
inspection form is available for download on the club’s
Web site. The tech inspection form must be brought to the
event.

Rates for the event are just $155 for folks registered for
StarTech 2007 or $175 for all others. Summit Point’s own
track days (Friday At The Track, or FATT) cost $225, so
this is a savings of $70! Good news! We now accept
PayPal. If you register on the Web site, there is a link for
PayPal payment. If you don’t have access to a computer,
call Joe Wozney at (703) 737-7866.

Registration after May 15 and at the track will be $195.
To ensure we have small groups on the track, this event is
limited to 100 drivers. So don’t wait to sign up!

pylon
alley

by
Joe Wozney
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The section will offer a defensive driving school
for all Mercedes-Benz owners on Sunday,
April 29, at the Millbrook High School park-

ing lot in Winchester, Va.
The school will provide an overview of safe driv-

ing techniques followed by “hands-on” maneuvering
(at controlled speeds) in your own Mercedes. The
courses are designed to work on accident avoidance,
car control, and threshold breaking. This is an excel-
lent opportunity to “improve” and “brush-up” on
your driving skills. It is also the perfect time for your
household’s young drivers to test their driving skills
in a controlled environment. Teens 19 and under will
be permitted to use the car they would normally
drive, even if it is not a Mercedes-Benz.

You read the papers and watch the news. You are
aware that there has been a marked increase in the
number of teens in serious accidents. We cannot
encourage you strongly enough to make sure your
teens attend the school. This club event will help

make them better and, most importantly, safer driv-
ers.

After the defensive driving school, the section
will hold a Mercedes-only autocross in the afternoon.
The start time for the autocross is planned for 1 p.m.
The only exception to the Mercedes-only rule will be
for those teens who will have driven their “other car”
in the defensive driving school.

The cost is now $25 but will be $30 at the gate for
the defensive driving school, the autocross, or both.
Teens 19 and under can attend at no charge! Both the
defensive driving school and the autocross will be
held at Millbrook High School in Winchester, Va.
(Directions are on the GWS Web site at www.gws-
mbca.org).

Since time is running short, complete the form
below and mail it right now to Joe Wozney or call Joe
at (703) 437-7866 today if you would like to attend
either or both of these events—or if you have any
questions.

Defensive Driving School/Autocross
Sunday, April 29, Winchester, Va.

Name(s) __________________________________ Member # ________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________

E-mail Address _________________________________________________________________

Phone (h) ________________________                  (w)________________________

Number of drivers for the Defensive Driving School only ($25 each) ________

Number of drivers for the Autocross only ($25 each) ________

Number of drivers for BOTH the Defensive Driving AND Autocross
(still only $25 each per person for both events) ________

Total enclosed (make check payable to GWS-MBCA) $ ________

** Remember—there’s no charge for teens, but we do need their names **

Send to: Joe Wozney, 1625 Park Overlook Drive, Reston, VA 20190

Defensive Driving School and Autocross
Sunday, April 29, 2007 — Winchester, Va.
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So, what should I expect if I attend StarTech?
You will meet Mercedes-Benz enthusiasts from

all over the country, gain insight into the innner
workings and care of your car, and most of all, you
will spend time with people who share your passion
for the marque. Here are just a few examples of some
of the discussion groups.

Ever thought you might want to buy a classic?
Then you should not miss John Olson’s talk on
the classic market and what to look for when
“investing” in an older car.
Interested in knowing how to care for your car so
that it keeps that showroom shine after leaving
the showroom floor? Come learn from the lead-
ers of car care products like Meguiars, Emmons
Coachworks and Leathereque.
Interested in finding out everything there is to
know about SLs? Listen to the SL pros: Gernold
Nisius, Pete Lesler, John Olson, Jim Villars.
Perhaps you want to tinker with your car. Will
Vetter from MBUSA’s Star Tekinfo will answer
your questions and show you what the pros use to
work on some of MB’s high-tech vehicles.
How about taking your daily driver to the track?
Greg Smith will talk about what he has done to a
’92 190E 2.6 to gain a little extra edge. And Steve
Walters will give the hows and whys of hot rod-
ding a vintage Mercedes for the La Carrera
Panamericana.
Experts from Bridgestone will talk about finding
the right tires for your car and driving conditions.
Sunday morning will be devoted to a question-
and-answer session with the experts.

Registration: $125 before May 1; $155 after May 1
The StarTech 2007 registration fee covers entry

into the technical seminars, vendor and display areas,
admittance to the StarTech 2007 Demonstration Day
at Summit Point Raceway, as well as lunch on Friday
and Saturday. Please see the StarTech insert or check
out the Web site (www.startech2007.org) for more
information and registration information.

StarTech Tours and Extras!
Use the StarTech 2007 insert to register for these events,

or register at the StarTech Web site at
www.startech2007.org

DAR Museum and Lunch, Wednesday, May 16
Come enjoy a tour of the National Society of

Daughters of the American Revolution (NSDAR)
Museum, one of Washington, D.C.’s hidden treasures.
The museum boasts of a series of period rooms includ-
ing a variety of parlors from the 19th and early 20th cen-
turies, a room modeled after the Old Whaling Station in
Monterey, Calif., and an “attic playroom” with dolls and
toys from the late 18th through the early 20th centuries.
There are also some fine American antiques.

Following the tour, we will walk two blocks to the
Corcoran Gallery of Art for lunch. Space is limited for
this tour, so please sign up early. The DAR Museum
tour will begin at 11 a.m. and lunch will be a 1 p.m. The
cost of the tour and lunch is $30. A shuttle bus will
depart the Reston Hyatt Regency at 10:15 a.m. If you
would prefer not to take the shuttle, you can meet the
group at the DAR Museum. Please note that on your
registration form. (The registration form is on p. 20.)

Vehicle Preparation Center (VPC), Friday, May 18
The Mercedes-Benz USA Vehicle Preparation

Center at the port of Baltimore is in the process of
expansion and renovation. As a result, for the last two
years, VPC has not been able to host its annual fall tour
for our section. But—the wait is over!

VPC is opening its doors and will give StarTech
2007 attendees and interested GWS members a grand
tour of their facility on Friday evening, May 18.
Attendees will have a chance to see firsthand how
Mercedes-Benz vehicles are carefully prepared for
delivery to their new owners. This tour will be followed
by dinner at the corporate headquarters of Phillips
Foods. Tour buses will depart at 5 p.m. from the Hyatt
Regency Hotel in Reston. The cost for the evening is
$65 if paid before May 1 and $80 if paid after May 1.
(Please fill out the registration form on the StarTech
insert.)

Washington Interior Design Center and Textile
Museum, Friday, May 18

Guests will be taken to Washington on a tour of

StarTech 2007
May 18-21, 1007, Hyatt Regency Hotel, Reston, Va.

Continued on page 17
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In the last decade, one thousand journalists have
been killed in the line of duty. These are the
unsung heroes of the 1st Amendment. Whether

these courageous folks had an ax to grind or were
seeking objective truth, they put their organs on the
line for us. Kudos to the fallen.

The general public believes that it is political
columnists, organized crime reporters and war corre-
spondents who put themselves at great risk in con-
nection with their work. Undoubtedly this is true.
However, I would like to let you know that automo-
tive journalists also are called upon to demonstrate
courage in the pursuit of their calling. Not for the
faint of heart is the high-speed road test. Probing the
limits of a supercar, racking up “g” forces on the skid
pad or testing the brakes of a mini-van require sub-
stantial intestinal fortitude. Quite literally. And what
of those occasions when we are called upon to ride as
passengers with suicidal drivers behind the wheel?

Think of Dennis Jenkinson who rode with Stirling
Moss to victory in the 1955 Mille Miglia, giving
Mercedes-Benz its greatest road racing triumph of all
time. Dennis was an automotive journalist who just
happened to have been assigned by his editor to cover
the thousand-mile dash across Italy. As he read the
route directions to Sir Stirling, Jenkinson’s life was in
danger at every blind curve and mountain switch-
back. Another hero journalist!

Most every year, I risk speeding tickets as I scoot
down to Amelia Island for the second weekend in
March in order to cover the concours d’ élegance. I
apply for my press credentials in advance and write
an article about the event afterward. I thought this
year would be no different. Imagine my surprise
when my admission pass was denied because an old
essay of mine had offended the event’s media coordi-
nator. Here’s what I had said:

Florida is no place for a car enthusiast.
Sure, there are palm trees and sea breezes.
Yes, without a real winter you can travel top
down practically all year round in the “sun-
shine state.” But, the essence of enthusiast
driving is hanging your tail out in a sweep-
er. It’s downshifting through a switchback.

It’s cresting a rise and going flat out to the
summit. Alas, Florida is pancake flat and
the state’s roads are arrow straight to the
horizon. 
I’ll never retire to Florida. It’s not just my
fear that Alzheimer’s may be contagious.
Yeah, for me “Mickey Mouse” is more a
term of derision than a personal hero. True,
hurricanes and king-size cockroaches hold
little attraction. But my real reason to strike
Florida off my wish list is the fact that, if I
lived there, I’d have no reason to drive the
cars which I love. I would never again need
to worry about scrubbing rubber off my
sidewalls. I could forget about replacing my
clutch. And I’d have no occasion to pull on
my string-back driving gloves. Nope, the
great, wet peninsula is not for me. 

Well, I stand by what I wrote. But just because I
don’t want to live in Florida doesn’t mean that I don’t
want to visit now and again. Needless to say, I drove
down to Amelia Island this year anyway. And I
enjoyed the concours d’ élegance thoroughly, as
usual. From my perspective, the Mercedes crown
jewel was the 300SL prototype roadster that John
Fitch had driven in the 1952 Carrera Panamericana. I
had seen this vehicle before at Quail Lodge but it was
a pleasure to renew the acquaintance. This time the
octogenarian, John Fitch himself, was in attendance.
It is always great to see the elder statesman of motor-
sports in person. 

As for my media credentials, having to buy a tick-
et is a small price to pay in order to do my part for the
integrity of the 1st Amendment freedom of the press.
I intend to continue describing cars, places, events
and people as I perceive them, pimples and all. We
automotive writers are sometimes called upon to be
brave and stand up for the freedom of expression,
which has made this country great. So be it. 

However, next year, if I go down to Amelia Island
again with my camera and notebook after this article
appears, I plan to wear Kevlar!

—John Kuhn Bleimaier

High Gear . . .
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Editor’s note: As part of the celebration of the
50th Anniversary of MBCA, the club, in cooperation
with DaimlerChrysler AG, scheduled a series of
tours to Germany and the facilities of Mercedes-
Benz. The following is the fourth installment in Joe
Wozney’s report of his trip, which will conclude in
the next edition of the Metro Tri-Star. The third
installment left off at the Mercedes-Benz European
Delivery Center in Sindelfingen

After having some time to wander in the bou-
tique and ogle the racecars, we were ushered
into a small theater to see a movie on the his-

tory of Daimler, Benz, Mercedes and Mercedes-
Benz. The movie was worthy of an Academy Award
for best documentary. One can only imagine the col-
lection of historic films of races, production lines
and car development that Mercedes-Benz must have
stashed in its archives.

Next, an escort led us through a secured door and
into the Maybach Center. Here one selects the
options, leathers, trim, paint and special woods that
make “your” Maybach special. There were both ’57
and ’62 models on display. In addition, there was a
new Designo S-Class and, in a loft, a pair of SLRs.
The showroom was gorgeous and comfortable. The
sales personnel treated us as if we could buy these
cars on the spot. There might have been a few of our
group who could have written a check for these
beauties… We were not in that sub-group but I could
easily imagine sitting down and (with a glass of
wine in hand) “building” our S-Class and my SLR. 

The cars in the courtyard were just as spectacular
and included a new CL… the first anyone had seen.
“Wrap that one to go, Dieter!” What a car and what
a place!

Our ride to the dinner location was long and way
out in the countryside… but definitely worth the
trip. In the little town of Tiefenbronn, we pulled up
to the Ochsen Post restaurant. In front, there were
magnificent pink flowers in window boxes, and
when we looked very closely we saw a pair of what

have to be members of one of the smallest hum-
mingbird species. They were not much bigger than a
medium- sized moth. I tried to take a few shots, but
even with the flash (the sun was starting to set) I
could not capture them in flight. My zoom lens had
trouble focusing so close. (“Honey… I need another
lens.”)

You must put this place on your “to do in
Germany” list. This small family restaurant serves
fantastic food and local wines. The waiter and wait-
ress staff dress like they would have 60 years earli-
er. It was the perfect place to celebrate the end of a
perfect day.

On Thursday, we started the day at the MOR
Hotel in Stuttgart for a car safety presentation by
Mercedes-Benz. Safety has always been a
Mercedes-Benz imperative but starting with the new
S-Class, car safety has reached a new pinnacle.
Perform-Safe, Pre-Safe, Passive-Safe and Post-Safe
are the buzzwords, and they each include the latest
technology. For example, the car automatically clos-
es the windows and sunroof if the system predicts
the risk of a rollover. Take a look at the new S on the
MBUSA Web site to see the best in car safety.

For lunch we stayed at the MOR. The hotel and
dining room are decorated in the latest European
modernism style—primary colors, lots of white
space, contemporary sculptures and modern art on
the walls. The buffet was another stunner—includ-
ing the desserts and fresh fruit with cream. 

MBCA Goes to Germany - IV
by Joe Wozney

Joe says he can easily imagine owning this special SLR.
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With tummies full, it
was off to the new
Mercedes-Benz Museum.
And, herein lies my only
complaint about the trip.
This museum is so incred-
ible and so extensive that
we could have used the
entire day… seriously!
The museum is a large
spiral. Upon entering, one
takes the elevator to the
top floor and works one’s
way down the spiral.
There are nine levels (0 to
8). The upper floor starts
with the Legend Room
—and the oldest cars and a history of early trans-
portation.

As you follow the ramp down the various levels,
the wall to the left contains a history of Mercedes-
Benz and the events of the world in words and pic-
tures. There are also five Collection rooms to the
side of the main floors with specific types of vehi-
cles. The Voyages room has coaches, limos,
campers and wagons; the Carriers has heavy duty
trucks; the Helpers room has buses, trucks and
ambulances; the Celebrities room has cars of the
famous, the powerful and the rich; the Heroes room
contains the everyday cars that have made the mar-
que ubiquitous.

I ran out of time and had to get to the bus just as
I reached the Silver Arrows level. I was able to get
a dozen or so photos of the many racecars (out of
nearly 100 shots taken at the museum) but needed
another two to three hours—make that another five
or six hours—to see the museum the way I would
have wanted to. My brain was on overload, but I
wanted more!

I didn’t check to see if they were allowed, but I
would have preferred to use a small lightweight tri-
pod instead of flash. The inner levels are a bit dark
(very dark in some places) and on-camera flash is a
less effective method of getting those small details
on the cars while avoiding glare. Check before you
go!

Dinner was a big surprise. We met in the hotel

lobby and walked about a
half mile to DCAG head-
quarters. The offices are
in five or six connected
modern buildings, giving
the complex a college
campus-like look.

The excellent buffet
dinner was served in the
employee cafeteria.
Unlike most American
corporate cafeterias, beer
and wine were on the
menu. The food and
ambiance made this the
place we would work at
if we were going to have

a career in Germany.
One of the benefits of dining at DCAG was

access to brochures for all the cars sold by
Mercedes-Benz. Some of us took so many they
would not fit in our suitcases and were too heavy to
carry in a bag. Shipping them home turned out to be
one of the most expensive things we did in
Germany!

Friday was originally to be one of my favorite
days. We were going to the Museum at Sinsheim.
I’d been there before and loved it. The day started
with a long drive to Ladenburg and the Carl Benz
Museum. The museum is privately owned and is
housed in an original Benz factory. The restored
building is magnificent, and the collection is
extremely eclectic. In addition to some great
Benzes, Mercedes, Daimlers and Mercedes-Benz
cars, there are other makes, including Porsches and
Citroëns. There is a great motorcycle collection and
odds and ends, including a Mercedes typewriter in
fine condition.

The museum had a small store with old and new
magazines, some very nice model cars, and quite a
few official Mercedes-Benz pins. We picked up ten
pins for gifts for friends at home. 

This 1928 Mercedes is one of many of the older cars in the
museum’s collection.

There is more to Joe’s article—as well as many
photographs—which will be continued in a future

edition of the Metro Tri-Star.
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VIR Performance Driving School
June 14-15, 2007 — Virginia International Raceway — Full Course

If you have never driven on a track before, but would
like to try . . . or if you have no idea what an apex is,
but would like to learn how to corner better . . . or if

you want to learn the basics of car control in a safe envi-
ronment . . . or if you just want to come out and improve
your skills, then this two-day event is definitely for you.
Registration is open to members of the Mercedes-Benz
Club of America, Audi Club North America, and BMW
Car Club of America. To see the track or to learn more
about VIR go to www.virclub.com

COSTS: Please note. We now accept PayPal! To pay
your registration fee, just click on the PayPal link on the
GWS Web site (www.gws-mbca.org).

Registration fee = $365* (Any registrations received
after May 20 will have to pay the Late Registration Rate
of $395.) *Includes one banquet ticket for Thursday
night (guest banquet tickets are $25 each).

There is a cancelation fee of $50 for cancelations
prior to June 1. A full refund (less the $50 cancelation
fee) will be issued if the spot can be filled. No refunds
after June 1 will be given except at the event chair’s dis-
cretion. Additionally, you will need to be a member of
one of the clubs involved. 

DRIVERS: Drivers must have a valid driver’s
license. Student familiarity with the car is essential, and,
while car sharing is not encouraged, no more than two
drivers can share a car. All drivers must be 18 years of
age or older. Students may not give rides to other stu-
dents or to guests.

CARS: Car must be insured ($100,000), street-legal,
quiet, and must have passenger seats. Functional,
securely attached lap and shoulder belts are required for
both front seats. The front seats must have equal
restraint systems available (e.g., if the driver has a five-
point harness, the passenger must have a five-point har-
ness). Performance-enhancing modifications and R-
compound (racing) tires are permitted but can inhibit
learning for beginners and are discouraged. If roll bars
or cages are installed, they must be fully padded above
the level of the front door windowsills.

SHARING CARS: Prior approval is required for stu-
dents intending to share a car. Approval for changes in
car type after registration is required from the chief
instructor. Car sharing requires approval. A car cannot
be shared with someone in the same run group. While
we will try to accommodate car sharing, you may miss
some run sessions or may not get your full time on the
track if you share your car.

CONVERTIBLES: VIR requires that “all convert-
ible cars must be equipped with a structural, VIR-
approved roll bar.” Most original equipment/stock “roll
hoops” are not approved for events at VIR, including
those on the Audi TT Roadster, the Porsche Boxster, or
the BMW Z3/Z4/M3 Convertible. Please contact us
before registering if your car is one of these mentioned.
All Mercedes-Benz SLs and SLKs will have to run with
hardtops on or up. Cabriolets will not be permitted to
run at all without an approved roll bar.

MOTEL INFORMATION: There are a number of
options available, including the Sleep Inn & Suites—
1483 South Boston Road, Danville, VA 24540, (434)
793-6090 (headquarters for the event)—we have
reserved 45 rooms here for June 13 and 14. Mention
Marque Madness for the special rate of $70, including
breakfast. The block of rooms will be held until June 1.

Others include the Best Western Windsor Inn &
Suites (434) 483-5000; Comfort Inn & Suites (434)
793-2000; Courtyard by Marriott (434) 791-2661, (800)
321- 2211; Days Inn (434) 836-6745; Hampton Inn
(434) 793-1111; Holiday Inn Express (434) 793-4000;
and the Stratford Inn & Conference Center (434) 793-
2500, (800) 326-8455 (pet friendly).

HELMETS: Helmets must be certified to Snell M- or
SA-standard, 2000 or later. The Snell Memorial
Foundation’s certification will be found on a sticker
inside the helmet.

You can rent helmets from OG Racing, 22585D
Markey Court, Sterling, VA 20166, (800) 934-9112.

TECH INSPECTION: Cars must be inspected by a
qualified service facility before the event. A properly
completed tech inspection form must be presented at the
track. It is your responsibility to ensure that your car is
safe and roadworthy. You can use the form from your
own car club. We will have a grid tech on both Thursday
and Friday mornings—no Wednesday night tech.

FOOD: Food is available at the track at the Pagoda
Restaurant. There also are places along Route 58 to buy
food and water.

Wednesday: There is a dinner buffet at the Oak Tree
Tavern at VIR. Participants pay for this themselves (not
included in registration). The food is excellent!

Thursday: Registration includes (1) banquet ticket
for the Thursday evening banquet, which is located on
the top floor of the Pagoda Restaurant (at the track) and

Continued on page 23
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The GWS driving season has offi-
cially begun!

Many of those interested in
what’s being offered by the club this
year in the way of driving and driv-
er improvement turned out for an
informal gathering on Sunday,
March 18 at Brion’s Grille in
Fairfax.

While enjoying some hot snack
food and drinks, Tom Newman

talked about the upcoming events
planned at both Summit Point and
VIR race tracks.

These are opportunities aimed to
help improve one’s driving skills—
but they are also planned—above
all—for everybody to have fun. At
no time will anybody be asked to go
at speeds with which they are
uncomfortable. 

The rest of the afternoon was
taken up with awards, both serious
and amusing.

Joe Wozney was presented with a
certificate for his role as driving
chairman as well as a 2-wheeled
gizmo that lifts the front wheel of
the club’s trailer to make it easier to
maneuver.
2005 Awards

Some cute, wooden cars on
plaques were handed out to the 2005
and 2006 winners who had the
fastest times of the day (FTD).

FTD in a non Mercedes (men’s
class) was won by Pete Gochman.
Bobbie Wozney took the honors in
the women’s class. Bruce Roth and
Ted Joseph were awarded the prize
for FTD in a Mercedes. And the
most improved driver awards went

to Mike Wirt (men) and Sharon
Payne (women).
2006 FTD Awards

The most improved driver
(women) in the 2006 series went to
Barrie Gochman, who also took
FTD. Bob Robinson won the most
improved driver in the men’s divi-
sion. For the second year in a row,
Pete Gochman won the FTD award.
Autocross Awards

To be eligible for an autocross
award, you had to have driven at
least five of the eight events.
Winners were presented with a cer-
tificate and a folding chair. 

Getting away from the usual
metal and wooden trophies, in past
years we have selected sweaters,
jackets, luggage and helmet bags as
awards. This year’s prize was a fold-
ing chair with the winner’s name
embroidered on both the chair and
the carrying bag. They certainly will
be very useful at future autocrosses. 
190 and C-Class
1. Ben Weber
2. Jim Smith
3. Bill Hopper

Awards Presented at Autocross Social

This group of seasoned and novice autocrossers is ready for the new season, which starts April 15 in Winchester, Va.

Alex Lozoskie, almost 3, sneaks a
peak under the tablecloth to check out
some of the autocross prizes. Continued on page 24
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Your mission, if you choose to accept it, may be
to locate various espionage sites in northern
Virginia, Washington and Georgetown; observe

the former café where a Soviet spy escaped from his
CIA handlers; listen in on a briefing about Civil War
espionage at Lafayette Park; tour the Berlin Wall at the
Newseum; and/or visit drop points used by agents such
as FBI spy Robert Hanssen.

Since its earliest days, Washington, D.C. has been
the scene of international intrigue, espionage and intel-
ligence activity, as the U.S. government has tried to
learn the plans of other countries while keeping its own
plans secret. Key players in this non-ending drama
include personalities as diverse as Rose Greenhow,
Herbert Yardley, Major General “Wild Bill” Donovan,
Aldrich Ames, and Robert Hanssen. This three-hour bus
tour will introduce you to many of the locations in and

around Washington that have been associated with intel-
ligence and counter-intelligence activities for the past
two hundred years. Some walking is required.

According to Cold War Museum Founder, Francis
Gary Powers, Jr., “we are excited about the growth and
popularity of the Spy Tour of Washington.

The Spy Tour is organized by the Cold War Museum,
which is dedicated to preserving Cold War history and
honoring Cold War veterans.” 

The cost is $55 per person. Limited seating is avail-
able. 

(Please fill out the registration form on the StarTech
insert.)

The tour will depart from the Reston Hyatt Recency
at 9 a.m. Lunch and shopping will be on your own in
Georgetown, and the bus will return to the hotel around
3 p.m.

Cold War Museum Hosts Spy Tour of Washington
Saturday, May 19, 2007

the Design Center and get to see some of the latest
trends in today’s furniture and accessories market.
They then will visit the Textile Museum, which is
devoted to the textile arts, exploring the uses and
meanings of various kinds of textiles through the
years.

Ladies Tea, Saturday, May 19 
MBCA will host the first of its kind

Ladies Tea at a national club event.
The Ladies Tea will be held at 4 p.m.
on Satuday, May 18 at the Hyatt
Regency Hotel in Reston. This will be
a fun time for those “Mercedes-
Ladies” to meet and get a chance to
talk with one another. The tea will be

hosted by Bridgestone Tires, with Christal Waddy of
Road Block Protective Systesm as the speaker. Can you
think of a better way to end the week than by relaxing
and enjoying a cup of tea with other “Mercedes-Ladies”?
The cost for this event (whether you are attending
StarTech 2007 or not) is $30. Please contact Janet
McFarland at (703) 765-9405.

StarTech 2007 Banquet, Saturday, May 19
Enjoy a delicious StarTech 2007 dinner. The cost

for this event is $60 before May 1 and $75 after that
date.

Demonstration Day and GWS Track Event,
Monday, May 21

A special StarTech 2007 Demonstration Day has
been secured at the world renown Summit Point
Raceway. This will provide an opportunity for spon-
sors and presenters to demonstrate their products and
services in a controlled environment. Attendees may
register separately to drive their own vehicles on the
track, accompanied by an instructor. Transportaiton
to and from the race track is on your own, and vehi-
cles will not be provided for track driving.

(See page 7 for additional infor-
mation about driving on the
track under “Summit Point.”)

Tours and Extras — Continued from page 9

All of the above tours and extra events are separate

from StarTech 2007 and are open to GWS members

without having to commit yourself to attending the

StarTech 2007 sessions. You can register for any of

these events by filling out the form inserted into this

issue of the Metro Tri-Star or by getting in touch with

the contact person listed for the specific event.
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EMB
Means

Parts
We strive to give you the best possible prices

on replacement parts for your Mercedes.

Both Commercial and Individual
customers are welcome.

Saturday – walk in
UPS Delivery weekdays

By appointment during the week

Call (703) 425-5380
Fax (703) 425-5330

3827 Pickett Road
Fairfax, Virginia

At Dent Wizard we remove dents, dings, creases
and hail damage from the exterior of your

Mercedes Benz.

Our revolutionary process removes those imper-
fections quickly and inexpensively.

100% Satisfaction Guarantee Lifetime Warranty

DRIVE  IN.
DENTS  OUT.

$25 OFF
Paintless

Dent Removal

Offer good for Mercedes
Club members only. Not

good with any other offer.
One coupon per vehicle.

No cash value.

For an appointment or FREE estimate call
1-800-DENT-WIZ

DDEENNTT
WWIIZZAARRDD

DENTS AWAY...SAME DAY
www.dentwizard.com
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If I didn’t have a fami-
ly, I could be here all
day,” was one com-

ment overheard at the
Feb. 24 GWS tour of the
Collectors Car Corral in
Owings Mills, Md.

Twenty-four members
and their guests took
advantage of the invita-
tion to tour the facility,
owned by GWS member
Randy Moss.

“People treat their
automobiles like precious
gems and valuable art-
work,” he said. “Leaving
your automobile exposed
to the elements can cause
damaged paint, rust, dry
rot, fabric deterioration, and insect and animal infestation leading
to significant harm to your investment.”

With that in mind, about a year-and-a-half ago, Randy created
and designed his 30,000 sq. ft. state-of-the-art, climate-controlled
and secure storage facility. It offers three primary services: vehi-
cle storage, professional detailing and limited membership “in
our automotive country club.”

Most people rent a space year-round ($175/month), which also
entitles them to an automatic membership. Others may rent
month to month ($200/month). Still others may just take out a
membership ($400/year). The facility also may be rented for pri-
vate functions such as birthday and holiday parties, car club
activities and corporate functions.

The GWS group met in the automotive-themed lounge (with
big screen TV and surround sound, a bar area, pool table and
cigar room) for drinks and nibbles.

Following a few introductory words from Randy, we toured
the rest of the facility, which includes a board room containing an
extensive library of automotive books, technical manuals and
magazines. A game room with four racing simulators was a big
hit. Each unit has a 26” HD monitor and a sound system with
feedback in the steering wheel. The driver can choose between
automatic transmission or paddle-style shifter and can select to

GWS Members Tour New Facility: Collectors Car Corral

Some of these cars are being stored at the Corral year-round; some just by the month.

Claire Wagner, 6, will know all about cars by
the time she’s old enough to get behind the
wheel of her daddy’s car (daddy is GWS Vice
President Eric Wagner).Continued on page 20
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drive alone on one of 140 tracks–or all four
units can race each other on a single track. It
was great fun!!!

We also were shown the detailing area
which members can use to clean their cars.
Staff also is available to detail a vehicle for
you. There was a separate room for storing
motorcycles and a fully fenced in parking
lot. Altogether, Collectors Car
Corral is situated on nearly
three acres.

In the main storage
area, we got to look
at 60 beautiful cars,
including a Lam-
borghini and Thun-
derbird as well as
Roll Royces, Cor-
vettes, Vipers, Porsches,
Mustangs, BMWs, Mer-
cedes, Cadillacs and Cobras.
There is space for 70 cars in all at the
present time with plans to add buddy lifts, which will
increase the capacity by another 30. The area also
included racks for tires, wheels, hardtops, etc. as well
as a locker room (complete with showers) and a guest
office.

Following the tour, door prizes were
given out, courtesy of American Service Center.
(Special thanks to Jim Glenn for arranging this tour
and to new member Inia Burginger and her trusty
GPS for leading me back to the Beltway.)

—Deborah Hirtes

Collectors Car Corral CEO
Randy Moss (far right)

shows GWS members the
library’s extensive collec-
tion of books, manuals
and up-to-date subscrip-
tions to 25 different car

magazines.

Left: The racing simulators were
fun for “kids” of all ages.

Collectors Car Corral
Continued from page 19

DAR Museum Tour and Lunch
Wednesday, May 16, 2007

Name(s) __________________________________                   Member # ________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________

E-mail Address ________________________________________________________________

Phone (h) ________________________   (w)________________________

Lunch: Please select one Chicken Caesar Salad ________

Seasoned Roast Beef on Brioche ________

Cost is $30 per person TOTAL $ ________

Make check out to GWS-MBCA and send to Janet McFarland at 1307 Warrington Place, Alexandria, VA 22307.



Swap Meet
Friday & Saturday, May 18 & 19, Reston, Va.

Name(s) __________________________________ Member # ________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

E-mail Address _______________________________________________

Phone (h) ________________________  (w)________________________

Swap meet parking space ($55 when you use this form) _______

Make check to GWS-MBCA and send to

Henry Harrell, 13226 Copland Court, Silver Spring, MD  20904-7104
(301) 890-1380; e-mail hharrell@tortigallas.com
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Swap Meet
Friday and Saturday, May 18-19, 2007

Even if you don’t attend StarTech 2007, you are
welcome to join in selling and buying parts,
wheels, books, whatever...at

the swap meet Friday and/or
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Y.ou
are not required to sell both days.

This may be the place to find a
great deal or to get rid of something
that’s of no use to you anymore
(because you sold the car 10 years
ago!). 

Be sure to read Bill Hopper’s
president’s letter on page 4 for spe-
cial tips on cleaning out your garage.

This event is being held in con-
junction with StarTech 2007, but
you do not need to register for that
event. You will, however, be asked
to check in at the StarTech registra-
tion desk and get a badge.

One parking space (to sell your
goods) at the swap meet will be $55.

There is no fee for shopping! To register to sell at the
swap meet, complete the registration form (below).

It takes lots of people to help run an event like StarTech 2007. Here are some
of the volunteers who met at President Bill Hopper’s home for a planning ses-
sion months ago. Among those attending were Bill Hopper, Lee Cassidy, Henry
Harrell, Dave Thompson, Eric Wagner, Barrie and Pete Gochman, Klaus and
Deborah Hirtes, Joe Wozney, Jim Glenn, Raymond Lombardo and Janet
McFarland (not pictured).
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SSttaarr  AAuuttoo  SSeerrvviiccee,,  IInncc..
TThhee  BBeesstt  SSeerrvviiccee  ffoorr  tthhee  BBeesstt  CCaarr!!

Complete and comprehensive auto service on
Mercedes-Benz, Alfa Romeo, Audi, VW and BMW

((441100))  333399--SSTTAARR

((441100))  333399--77882277

11002244  YYoorrkk  RRooaadd

TToowwssoonn,,  MMDD  2211220044

((EExxiitt  2266AA  ooffff  ooff  669955))

MMDD  SSttaattee  IInnssppeeccttiioonnss
FFrreeee  rriiddeess  ttoo  hhoommee,,
wwoorrkk,,  oorr  lliigghhttrraaiill  wwiitthhiinn
tthhee  aarreeaa
AAllll  wwoorrkk  gguuaarraanntteeeedd
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Maryland license tags with the section logo
and the words “Mercedes-Benz Club” on
them are still available. These plates will not
be available through the MVA. You can pur-
chase them only through the club, and they
can only be put on a Mercedes-Benz. Please
send the form below to Ed Hainke, coordi-
nator of the program, with two checks: one
payable to GWS-MBCA in the amount of
$10, and the second check payable to
MVA in the amount of $25. Ed will then
contact you for the required MVA infor-
mation.

Maryland Greater Washington Section License Tags 

MARYLAND

M
B 0001

MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB

is for all participants. Guests may purchase a meal tick-
et separately for $25.

FUEL: Self-serve fuel is available at the track with a
credit card, but is expensive. We suggest filling up in
Danville the night before.

CAR NUMBERS: Car numbers will be assigned at
registration. However, if you want to reserve a number
you can request it on the registration form, first-come-
first-served.

WAIVERS: An insurance waiver will need to be
signed at the gate and at registration. Driver School par-
ticipants may sign the gate waiver and bring a car for
drop off Wednesday evening from 5:30-7:00 p.m.; the
gate will be locked at 7:30 p.m. The Sleep Inn (our
headquarters) is just 8 miles from the track and has a
rig-accessible parking lot adjacent to the regular parking
lot.

HOW TO REGISTER: Registration forms are avail-
able on the Mercedes-Benz Club web site (www.gwsm-
bca.org). For registration information, contact Joe
Wozney at (703) 437-7866, or e-mail him at
JoeWozney@aol.com

VIR—June 14-15
Continued from page 15

MBCA Board Meeting — Continued from page 1

All MBCA members are welcome to attend the com-
mittee meetings (May 15-16) as well as the regular
board meeting on May 17. They all will be held at the
Hyatt Regency Hotel in Reston, Va. from 8 a.m. until
around 4 p.m. each day.
Board Reception at ASC (open to all members)

American Service Center (ASC) will host a 7 p.m.
reception for the MBCA National Board on Wednesday,
May 16 at its flagship dealership in Arlington, Va. ASC
is a major supporter of the Greater Washington Section
and wants to welcome the MBCA National Board to the
D.C. area. This will be an evening of light cocktails and
hors d’oeuvres and a time to meet the board. As a GWS
member, you are welcome to attend. Although it is free

of charge, you should RSVP to our social chairman, Jim
Glenn, at (703) 360-1669.
Board Dinner in Reston (open to all members)

As part of the National Board meetings, a dinner has
been scheduled for Tuesday, May 15 at the M&S Grill in
Reston, Va. All GWS and MBCA members are welcome
to join with board members, regional directors and direc-
tors-at-large. Cocktails and hors d’oeuvres will start at 7
p.m. Dinner will consist of a choice of prime rib; chick-
en breast stuffed with prosciutto, spinach and cheese; or
jumbo crab cakes. The cost for this meal will be $55 per
person (with cash bar). Non-alcoholic drinks are includ-
ed in the price. If you want to reserve a space, contact
Jim Glenn at (703) 360-1669.

Send to: Ed Hainke, 10755 Sawpit
Cove Road, Lusby, MD 20657
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New Members
The Greater Washington Section welcomes all its new members. We hope that you will join us soon at

one of our upcoming events. Please feel free to call any officer for information on our activities and
what you can do to get involved.

Keith Bennett
Falls Church, VA

Walter Best
Springfield, VA

John Roberts Blair Jr.
Centreville, VA

Inia Burginger
Burke, VA

J. Robert Frazee
Westminster, MD

Steve A. Mandell
Arlington, VA

Joan Martin
Silver Spring, MD

Ryan James Myers
Centreville, VA

David D. Olimpi
Middleburg, VA

Warren W. Pfister
Germantown, MD

Jack Pitchford
Pasadena, MD

Michael Sarni
Montgomery Village, MD

Heinrich Schmitz
Oxford, MD

Jay Shamwell
Lansdowne, VA

Douglas Bell Wessel
Reston, VA

Scott Young
Oakton, VA

SLK Class
1. Denise Dersin
2. Ted Joseph

16-Valve
1. Denise Dersin
2. Bill Stewart
3. Ted Joseph

SLs and V-8s
1. John Robinson
2. Julian Reeves

Classic – women
1. Deborah Hirtes
2. Janet McFarland

Classic – men
1. Steve Walters

AMG
1. John Krahulec

Non-Mercedes - men
1. Mike Wirt
2. Pete Gochman

3. John Brubaker
4. John Jens
5. Bill Lear*
6. Bob Robinson
7. Harry Newman

Non-Mercedes – women
1. Barrie Gochman
2. Sharon Payne

*Bill Lear also was given a
“blowed-it-up-good” award for the
number of times his car lost some key
parts on the course.
Door Prizes

Anyone who attended at least
five events in the autocross series
was eligible for the door prize draw-
ing. The lucky winners were
Bobbie and Joe Wozney, who won
a gift certificate for dinner at
Phillips Restaurant (thanks to
Mike Wirt). Radial Tires also con-
tributed two gift certificates for

tires (buy two, get two free). The
winners of those coveted prizes
were Deborah Hirtes and Pete
Gochman.

—Deborah Hirtes

GWS
President
Bill
Hopper
opens up
one of the
folding
chairs
that were
given out
as awards
for the
2006
autocross
season.

Awards — Cont’d from p. 16
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The Trading Post

350SD, 1991: Champagne color, excellent body, new tires. Engine
is gone; may buy for parts or as a rebuild project. $1,000 or best
offer. Call Lee at (571) 237-5545 or (703) 644-4295.

300SL, 1990: Black jade/tan. Rare 5-speed manual transmission;
one of 89 in the U.S. Always garaged and covered. Premium
wheels, both tops, excellent condition and well-maintained inside
and out. Asking $16,900. Call Jim at (703) 799-7824.

300TE Wagon, 1988: Blue with tan interior. 185K miles.
Excellent condition and carefully maintained. 3rd seat. Aftermarket
radio with iPod link. $3,000. Viewable on cars.com. Call Patrick
at (703) 946-4855, or e-mail pdynes@cox.net.

560SL, 1986: Ivory/tan, 66K, garaged, both tops excellent, origi-
nal, car cover & hoist, excellent condition in and out. 2 sets
wheels, located in Solomons, MD. $18K minimum. Call Mike at
(240) 372-9002, or e-mail mikebuchko@aol.com.

500SL, 1985: Euro Spec. Black with black interior. 95K original
miles; V8; heated leather seats; back seat with fold-down carpeted
flat panel. Power windows, cruise control, newly installed
radio/CD player and speakers, and much more. Factory hardtop is
included. Asking $9,400. Call Sam or James and (703) 536-4500,
or e-mail dc.pratt@verizon.net.

380SE, 1985: Astral silver with medium red leather interior.
Winner car in “Best in Class” at Deutsche Marque concours 2005
and 2006. Asking $8,000. Car may be seen in Burke, Va. Call John
at (540) 338-1663, or e-mail drmcwilliams@excite.com. For pic-
tures, go to:
http://smg.photobucket.com/albums/v416/John_in_VA/380SE/

300CD Turbodiesel, 1982: 320,000 miles; non-smoking owner
since 1987; everything works except power antenna; maintenance
records; garage kept; rust near wheel areas, otherwise in very good
condition inside and out. Uses very little oil between 5,000 mile oil
changes. Asking $2,500. Call Terry at (703) 938-8376, or e-mail
tcsmith310@cox.net.

500SL, 1981: (Rare 899 made in Europe, few in U.S., fewer with
ABS brakes). Blue with blue interior, hardtop, soft top, BBS
wheels, Alpine radio, stainless exhaust, garage kept. Books, kinder
seat, 137K miles with full service done. Asking $14,500. Call
Hank at (410) 257-1400, or e-mail h_spieler@yahoo.com.

Wheels and Tires: Set of four 1983 ‘Bundt-pan’ factory alloys
with center caps and lug bolts, size 14x6, mounted with four low-
mileage General (by Continental) all-season blackwalls (includes
bolts and center caps). Reason for selling: I upgraded to 15x6.5
alloys. $200 for all. Contact Chris at (410) 562-3323, or e-mail
cwfritz11@yahoo.com.

COMAND Navigation System CD ROMs: Complete 10 CD
navigation set for 2002 ML 320 purchased in spring 2003.
Complete set covers North America (lower 48 states plus
Canadian border provinces). Includes leatherette case and instruc-
tion book. Asking $100. Call Mark at (301) 762-0103 evenings.

Left front door and small chrome strips for grille for 1970
280S sedan. Free. Call Len at (410) 822-6061, or e-mail
renk@goeaston.net.

Any GWS member may place an ad of up to six lines in length free of charge in the Metro Tri-Star. Include your name,
membership number, address and phone number(s) with area codes on your hand-printed or typed copy. Personal ads will
appear for two issues. Ads should be sent to: Metro Tri-Star, 1307 Warrington Place, Alexandria, VA 22307; telephone (703)
765-9405; or e-mail:janetmcfarland@earthlink.net.

Nonmembers may submit a single personal ad for $45. For business ad rates, contact Janet McFarland at the same num-
ber.

We will print a photograph (from color or black and white original or from high-resolution digital image) with your ad for
$20. If you would like the photo returned, enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope. All checks should be made payable
to: GWS-MBCA. Advertising copy must be received by the 15th of the month preceding publication or the ad will appear in
the following issue. The editor of the Metro Tri-Star shall have sole discretion in determining ad acceptability.

Automotive Metal Performance, Inc.

Specializing in 113 and 107 Chassis

Full Sheet Metal Fabrication,
Modification and Reconstruction

Top Quality Coach Refinishing
Top to Bottom, Inside and Out

Interior, Electrical and Hydraulic
Work and Minor Mechanical Services

Suspension and Safety Upgrades
and Modifications

Quality and authenticity
since 1980

Contact Andy Paza (301) 223-5017
Williamsport, MD

www.amprestorations.com
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Officers
President

Bill Hopper
5455 Broad Branch Road, NW
Washington, DC 20015
(202) 363-4189
E-mail: WWHRestoration@att.net

Vice President
Eric Wagner
18 West Uhler Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22301
(703) 549-5261
E-mail: wagnerek@comcast.net

Secretary
Julian Reeves
13130 Drew Hunt Ct.
Woodbridge, VA 22192
(703) 843-0064
E-mail: Julian.T.Reeves@verizon.net

Treasurer
Paul Vandenberg
11154 Saffold Way
Reston, VA 20190-3823
(703) 478-2158
E-mail: pdjv@pdjv.net

Metro Tri-Star Editors

Deborah Hirtes (703) 521-3120 
Janet McFarland (703) 765-9405

Regional Director

Greg Magnus
(804) 915-7379
E-mail: greg@eoecho.com

Board Members – Appointed
Dave Thompson (703) 406-1586

Pete Gochman (301) 237-7878

Board Members – Committee Chairs
Driving Events

Joe Wozney (703) 437-7866

Membership (call 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.)

Deborah and Klaus Hirtes (703) 521-3120
E-mail: kdhirtes@comcast.net
FAX: (703) 521-0819

Technical

Dave Thompson (703) 406-1586

Social
Jim Glenn (703) 360-1669

Past President Joe Wozney

Ad Hoc Committees

Concours
Open

Online Bulletin
Janet McFarland (703) 765-9405

Webmeisters
Dave Thompson (703) 406-1586
Paul Vandenberg (703) 478-2158

Technical Advisors
Rick Ellinger, RC Imports (301) 762-4205
Bob Hafenmair

Star Auto Serv (410) 399-7827
Jack Rolo, ASC (703) 284-2490

Section Officers, Board Members
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The Metro Tri-Star is published monthly by the Greater Washington Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America,
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