
Anew slate of officers
was elected at the
Greater Washington

Section’s (GWS) annual
meeting, held Oct. 22 at the
American Service Center in
Arlington, Va.

Prior to the election, the
outgoing officers took care
of a few agenda items, the
first of which was the award-
ing of prizes to the winners
of the concours d’élegance
held this past summer at the
annual picnic. These awards
were not handed out at that
time because the officers
wanted to have the winner’s name engraved on each
plaque. Secretary Eric Wagner, who organized the
summer event, presented two awards to Andrew
Strasfogel: the Judges’ Choice Award as well as the
Hank Harris Award. The latter is in recognition of
the top scoring car that is at least 25 years old.
Andrew’s 1970 280 SE 3.5 coupe was certainly a
beautiful example of the marque.

The annual meeting is the last of the three yearly
events at which membership anniversary pins are
awarded. (The holiday party in January and the sum-
mer picnic are the other two.) On hand to accept
their pins from membership co-chair Deborah Hirtes
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The newly elected Greater Washington Section officers who will serve for
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Hopper, Vice President Eric Wagner and Treasurer Paul Vandenberg.
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Nov. 5 Autocross #8: Winchester, Va.
Contact: Joe Wozney at (703) 437-7866

Dec. 3 New Members’ Reception
Mercedes-Benz of Tyson’s Corner (HBL)
Vienna, Va.
Contact: Jim Glenn at (703) 360-1669

Jan. 13 Holiday Party
Normandie Farm, Potomac, Md.
Contact: Bill Hopper at (202) 363-4189

May 17-20 StarTech 2007
Reston, Va.
Contact: Bill Hopper at (202) 363-4189

Be sure to check the web site (www.gws-mbca.org)
for more information along with the latest updates
and additions. 

Regional and National Events

Nov. 11 National Board Meeting
Phoenix, Ariz.

Calendar of Events
Greater Washington Section Events 2006-2007
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Mark Your Calendar for Saturday
January 13, 2007 at 6:30 p.m.

for the
GWS Holiday Party

Normandie Farm Restaurant
10710 Falls Road, Potomac, MD 20854 

Phone (301) 983-8838

The annual GWS holiday party is an event
that is looked forward to by many, and
talked about well into the year. And for

2007, it will be no different—except that this year
we will be celebrating in the Free State of
Maryland!

This year’s holiday event will be held at the
famous Normandie Farm Restaurant on Falls
Road in Potomac, Md. (www.popovers.com).

It promises to be an evening of fun, delicious
food and drink and good friends. As always, a lit-
tle boasting is apt to be heard about how fast,
clean or just downright great everyone’s
Mercedes-Benz is. Like last year, we plan on hav-
ing a dance floor set up and some great door
prizes from our many supportive GWS sponsors.

So mark your calendar for Saturday evening,
Jan. 13, 2007, beginning at 6:30. It will be the
event of the year!

As of the Metro Tri-Star deadline, meal selec-
tions and costs were unavailable. Check the GWS
web site (www.gws-mbca.org) for the latest up-
dates and to register.

In the GWS tradition, members are asked to
bring some non-perishable food items with them
for donation to local shelters. This is a good way
to continue giving after the holiday season has
officially ended. No matter the time of year, there
is always someone in need.

GWS New Members’ Reception 2006
Sunday, December 3, 2006

1 to 4 p.m.
Mercedes-Benz of Tyson’s Corner (HBL)

8545 Leesburg Pike, Vienna, VA

Are you one of the several hundred people who
joined the Mercedes-Benz Club over the last

few years? If so, this is a special opportunity for you
to come and find out more about the section and the
club—what it does and how much members enjoy
participating in the various activities. The annual
GWS New Members’ Reception is a great start to the
holiday season—with libations, nibbles and good
cheer, plus the annual toy collection campaign
(please bring a new, unwrapped toy). This event will
take place at Mercedes-Benz of Tyson’s Corner, also
known as HBL.

Continued on page 18
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Letter to the Membership

It’s difficult to believe it was just nine
years ago when I pulled that MBCA
membership application from the glove

box of our brand new C280 the night we
brought it home from the dealership. I
wanted to learn more about our first
Mercedes-Benz automobile, and knew the
club would be the way to do it. And now,
here I am writing to you, my first letter in
the Metro Tri-Star as president of the Greater
Washington Section.

First, let me introduce myself, for those of you
who do not know me. I am Bill Hopper. I live in D.C.
and am always happy to see fellow D.C. members at
club events.

I have had a lot of fun participating and volunteer-
ing with the club over the years, first as co-chair of
the social committee, then as vice president of the
section.

MBCA membership has been a great addition to
the lives of my household, and because of the club,
our family added an additional MB (an ML) a few
years ago. Participating in events with the ML is as
much fun as with the C Class—taking them to shows,
driving them in autocrosses and so much more—all
because of the opportunities that this club offers its
members.

I look back and remember my first event with the
club, a visit to White Post Restorations. It was some-
thing I had always wanted to do, and my membership
in the GWS provided that opportunity. Then came a
tech session, a swap meet, a couple of annual meet-
ings, a rally, a picnic or two—and then I got up the
nerve to try out that “autocross thing.” By then I was
hooked on this club and the great people that make it
up. So hooked, in fact, that here I am—your new sec-
tion president.

As a real “people person,” one of the things I
enjoy most is seeing the participants at our club
events. It’s not just the members. Many times the

spouses or significant others just come along for the
ride. But in there, somewhere, they seem to get
enjoyment out of participating, too. That is what hap-

pened in my household. My partner took an
MBCA defensive driving class this sum-
mer. When he returned to work, his office
held an enrichment class on driving. He
came home and said how much the MBCA
hands-on experience helped him with the
class.

So . . . whether attending a social event
like the holiday party; a technical event like

a Do-It-Yourself session; or a driving event like an
autocross, it is always great to see the “other halves”
of our club members, for they, too, are MBCA mem-
bers just as much as those of us “die-hard car” folks!

We have a very interesting year ahead of us. With
a great new set of GWS officers (Eric Wagner as vice
president, Julian Reeves as secretary and Paul
Vandenberg as treasurer), we look forward to leading
the Greater Washington Section to some new heights.
And what a great time to take the reins—just as The
Star magazine (the national MBCA publication)
begins publication under a new editor and publisher,
and the Greater Washington Section hosts its first
StarTech next year. The new year—2007—will defi-
nitely be one full of change.  

For those of you who like to drive, plans for 2007
include holding Tri-O-Rama in September at Summit
Point. Additionally, there are lots of other activities
planned, and we hope you come out and have fun
with your Mercedes-Benz, no matter the model, no
matter the age.

The best way for all that to happen is for you to get
involved. I encourage everyone to participate in at
least one event with the club next year. Come on out,
even if it is just to watch. But you will find, as I have,
that participating and getting involved is the best way
to get the most from your MBCA membership.

I hope I will get to see and meet as many of you as
possible in the coming year. Until then, keep the
shiny side up!

—Bill Hopper

From the President . . .



I
f you have not yet heard, the Greater Washington
Section (GWS) will host the MBCA national
technical event—StarTech 2007—May 18-21,

2007, at the Hyatt Regency in Reston Town Center,
Va.

The GWS is well known in the Mercedes-Benz
Club of America as a drivers’ section, but this event
will give us a chance to show off our technical
expertise as well.

Following a display of Mercedes-Benz automo-
biles on Friday morning, May 18, the afternoon will
be taken up with technical seminars (led by experts
in a number of areas—from restoration and vintage
racing to high-tech electronics and modern day
fuels). Among the speakers will be club members
Steve Walters and John Bleimaier, who will talk
about their adventures on the Carrera Panamericana
road race in their ’65 220 SEb.

The seminars will continue through Saturday; on
Sunday morning, an all-inclusive question-and-
answer period will pull together the loose ends to
give everyone a greater understanding of the techni-
cal topics of the weekend.

We will finish off this educational event with a
little fun—a demonstration day at Summit Point
race track where, as they say, “The rubber meets the
road.” This will be a great way for the sponsors to
put into action what they have talked about over the
previous three days, and for attendees to get to see
first-hand how Mercedes-Benz automobiles really
perform.

Do not think for one moment that this event will
be all work and no play! Plenty of social events are
scheduled, from lunches and banquet dinners, to a
high tea for the ladies with a special “tech” guest!
And for those attending with their friends and lov-
ing spouses, there will be plenty of non-technical
things to do, too, including trips to a number of local
sites of interest.

StarTech 2007 is being held in the heart of
Reston Town Center, a small town with plenty of

great eateries, lots of shopping, walking trails and
other amenities just outside the front door of the
Hyatt Regency Hotel. On the Saturday and Sunday
of StarTech, Reston Town Center will be the site of
the Reston Arts Festival, a regional art event that
attracts artists from all over. For more information,
check out their web site at:
http://restonarts.org/Festival/FestivalWelcome.htm

We aim to offer something for everyone to see
and experience during StarTech 2007: legendary
German automotive engineering, fine food and
wine, and some great activities.

Putting an event like this together requires lots of
volunteer time and effort. Thanks to those GWS
members who already have pledged their energy
and enthusiasm for this event.

If you have not yet offered to volunteer, please
give us a call; it will be a perfect time for you to get
to know many other members, make new friends
and learn more about the marque at the same time.

To keep up to date on what the organizing com-
mittee has been working on, check out:
www.StarTech2007.org.

StarTech 2007 promises to be an event not to be
missed!

Mark Your Calendars for StarTech 2007
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Steve Walters and John Bleimaier will be
speakers at StarTech 2007. A StarTech decal
can be seen on the rear fender of the Finback
they are running in La Carrera Panamericana.
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Autocross #6

Our September event had a ringer. Bob
Williams—the same Bob Williams who
designed our 16-Valve logo—brought his

purpose-built autocross monster. What started out as
a 911T is now a full-blown 911 RSR. Bob took FTD
raw score by more than a second and best index time
by more than two-tenths. The car was an absolute
hoot to watch—slot car comes to mind. Bob was fol-
lowed by Pete G driving his S2000. Mike Wirt was
third in his Audi S4.

Tom Newman led the Ford contingent (one car) to
a strong fourth. Tom was followed by François Bru in
his AS WRX—this time with R-compound tires.
François was just 22-thousandths off Tom’s index
time. 

John Jens is obviously getting used to the “new”
GTI and finished a few ticks back for a strong sixth
place. Carl Beveridge rounded out the top seven in
his 2006 Boxster S. The seven cars were separated by
about 2 indexed seconds.

Deborah and Klaus Hirtes each ran unopposed to
take the men’s and women’s classic class. Denise
Dersin bested Bill Stewart by nearly six-tenths and
Ted Joseph by a bit more than a second in the 16-
Valve class, making it four class firsts in the five
events she’s run. 

John Robinson made it five straight firsts (of five
events for him) in the SL/V8 class. Julian Reeves was
nine-tenths back and seems to be closing the gap at
each event, but John has been a madman behind the
wheel for two straight years. As has happened so
many times this year, the AMG class had but one

driver—Jim Glenn—who ran a very respectable 44
seconds. 

Our largest class once again was the 190/C-Class
herd. This time Jim Smith spanked Ben Weber by a
bit more than a tenth. Bill Hopper was third and just
eight-tenths back. Ben has found a new life after hav-
ing “moved up” from his crusty diesel—the one with
the fake bullet holes—and Bill is really coming along
and driving a lot stronger.

Denise Dersin made it five Ladies Fastest Time of
Day in six events and bested Ted Joseph by two-
tenths in the SLK class. That’s really five out of five
for Denise since she missed Autocross #1.

Autocross #7

More than 10 of our regulars made it known
that they were out of town and would miss
Lucky Number Seven. On top of that, the

morning began with rain in the D.C. area but was dry
(or already drying) in Winchester. So some of the
wimpier drivers slept in and missed a great event on
a challenging course designed by Ted Joseph.

The O’Malleys were absent in Autocross 6, so the
Hirtes duo ran unopposed. This time the Hirteses
were enjoying a week at the beach and the O’Malleys
ran alone. BUT! There was a new car! And ... a third
driver! Hans brought his 1965 200 SEb. This car is
the actual car that will run La Carrera Panamericana
in November. The Panamericana is a 2,000 mile race
from southern Mexico to the Texas border. Check
Panamrace.com for more information. Hans ran a
very respectable 45.8 on street tires. He was followed
by race co-driver John Bleimaier with a 47 and Greta
with a 51.4. There were a few teething problems. The
battery was not recharging which necessitated assis-
tance from the battery in Greta’s “chase” car. Oh…
and the gas pedal came off. No problem. Run without
one.

Denise Dersin made it 6 for 6 FLTD for her and 6
for 7 total events driving the 16-Valve, eking out a
one-and-a-half second win over Bill Stewart. Ted, on
the other hand, drove just the SLK and, unopposed,
had a very good 39.47—eight-tenths back from over-
all FTD.

pylon
alley

by
Joe Wozney

Continued on page 11
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2006 Autocross #6 Results
DRIVER CAR BEST TIME POINTS

Deborah Hirtes 67 230SL 46.104 10 

Klaus Hirtes 67 230SL 43.562 10 

Denise Dersin 86 190E 2.3-16 41.868 10 
Bill Stewart 86 190E 2.3-16 42.415 9 
Ted Joseph 86 190E 2.3-16 43.898 8 

John Robinson 88 560SL 42.885 10 
Julian Reeves 03 500SL 43.756 9 

Jim Smith 92 190E 2.6 42.711 10 
Ben Weber 86 190E 2.3 42.874 9 
Bill Hopper 97 C280 43.616 8 
Al Angulo 89 190E 2.6 46.984 7 
Paul T. Vandenberg 90 190E 2.6 48.548 6 
Paul D Vandenberg 90 190E 2.6 51.104 5

Jim Glenn 03 E55 AMG 44.174 10 

Denise Dersin** 05 SLK350 40.069 10 
Ted Joseph* 05 SLK350 40.288 9

Other Marques 

DRIVER CAR BEST TIME CLASS INDEX INDEX TIME POINTS

Barrie Gochman*** 99 Mazda Miata 42.421 CSPL 0.838 35.549 10 

Bob Williams**** 73 Porsche 911 RSR 36.771 SM2 0.854 31.402 10 
Pete Gochman 05 Honda S2000 38.074 AS 0.831 31.639 9 
MIke Wirt 00 Audi S4 40.505 DS 0.798 32.323 8 
Tom Newman 02 Ford Focus SVT 41.318 GS 0.794 32.806 7 
François Bru 05 Subaru WRX STi 39.504 AS 0.831 32.828 6 
John Jens 06 VW Golf GTI 42.122 GS 0.794 33.445 5 
Carl Beveridge 06 Porsche Boxster S 40.548 AS 0.831 33.695 4 
Bob Robinson 03 Corvette Z06 40.498 SS 0.840 34.018 3 
David Reeves 04 Subaru WRX Sti 41.219 AS 0.831 34.253 2 
Harry Newman 97 Subaru SVX 43.759 GS 0.794 34.745 1 
Mariusz Dymerski 01 Porsche 911 C4 41.571 SS 0.840 34.290 1 
Jeremy Jens 04 VW Golf R32 41.341 SM 0.845 34.933 1 
Bill Lear 92 Acura Integra GSR 43.156 DSP 0.829 35.776 1 
Chris Higgins 95 BMW 318i 45.185 DSP 0.829 37.458 1 
Ron Mummert 93 Nissan 240SX 48.906 GS 0.794 38.188 1 

* MB-FTD Gentlemen’s Fastest Time 

of Day in a Mercedes

** LFTD = Ladies Fastest Time of Day

*** OM-LFTD Ladies Fastest Time of 

Day in a non-Mercedes 

**** FTD = Fastest Time of Day

Scores also are available
on-line at

www.gws-mbca.org
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2006 Autocross #7 Results
DRIVER CAR BEST TIME POINTS

Hans O'Malley 65 220SE 45.870 10 
John Bleimaier 65 220SE 47.030 9 

Janet O'Malley 65 220SE 51.390 10 

Denise Dersin* 86 190E 2.3-16 40.990 10 
Bill Stewart 86 190E 2.3-16 42.520 9 

Julian Reeves 03 500SL 42.310 10 

Jim Smith 92 190E 2.6 41.690 10 
Paul D. Vandenberg 90 190E 2.6 48.370 9 

John Krahulec 04 E55 AMG 40.280 10 

Ted Joseph** 05 SLK350 39.470 10 

Other Marques 

DRIVER CAR BEST TIME CLASS INDEX INDEX TIME POINTS

Barrie Gochman*** 06 Subaru WRX STi 42.620 STUL 0.820 34.948 10 

Sharon Payne 99 Saab Viggen 45.560 GSL 0.794 36.175 9 

Tom Newman**** 02 Ford Focus SVT 39.810 GS 0.794 31.609 10 

François Bru 05 Subaru WRX STi 38.610 STU 0.820 31.660 9 

Mike Wirt 00 Audi S4 39.830 DS 0.798 31.784 8 

Pete Gochman 06 Subaru WRX STi 39.390 STU 0.820 32.298 7 

John Brubaker 04 VW Golf R32 40.640 DS 0.798 32.431 6 

Bob Robinson 03 Corvette Z06 39.750 SS 0.840 33.390 5 

Joe Brusehaser 00 BMW M Roadster 41.210 BS 0.822 33.801 4 

Brett Hack 90 Mazda Miata 42.470 ES 0.806 34.231 3 

Matthew Zint 00 Audi S4 43.050 STU 0.820 35.301 2 

Ernest Campana 92 Honda Civic 42.070 SM 0.845 35.549 1 

Ron Mummert 93 Nissan 240SX 45.470 GS 0.794 36.103 1 

Aksh Sehgal 97 BMW 318i 46.650 DS 0.798 37.227 1 

Ray Cunningham 99 Mazda Miata 47.610 CS 0.813 38.707 1 

* LFTD = Ladies Fastest Time of Day

** MB-GFTD = Gentlemen’s Fastest 

Time of Day in a Mercedes

*** OM-LFTD Ladies Fastest Time of 

Day in a non-Mercedes

**** FTD = Fastest Time of Day

Scores also are available on-line at
www.gws-mbca.org



A Higher Gear: The Ballad

The winding road trails off into infinity. We
have chosen the path less taken. The journey
has rendered the destination irrelevant. Power

out of the curve and steer with your right foot. Blip
the throttle and down-shift for the next bend. Crest
the rise and put the pedal to the metal. We are the
past, the present and the future, a legend in our own
time. We are the vintage racers.

Let others stretch the envelope of electronic tech-
nology. Theirs is the world of black boxes and
microchips. Ours the arcane alchemy of internal com-
bustion; the physics of gnashing gears and slippery
bearings. There is something splendid in the use of a

tool which was crafted by a hand of flesh and blood.
The superficial imperfections which mirror the flaws
of nature are perfect in our eyes. We are the readers
of poetry, the balladeers and bards. We are the vintage
racers.

There is peril in staking life and limb on the
vagaries of stressed metal. There are risks in trusting
the designs and calculations of engineers long gone
to their repose. There lurks danger around the next
curve and down the following dip. Wrapped in his-
toric insulation is the spark of a potential conflagra-
tion. We are the heroes who fly in the face of glower-
ing fate. Courage is not ignorance but defiance. We
are the vintage racers.

We are living in a prosaic age. Warriors hide
behind layers of Kevlar and hunker down in the shel-
ter of laminated steel. The finger that pulls the trigger
can be flexed at ease a thousand miles from the the-
ater of conflict in an air conditioned bunker. Gone is
the mace and battle ax, obsolete the bayonet and
saber. Seek we not the laurel leaves on Flanders field
or on the heights at Balaclava. We are the vintage rac-
ers.

But we look yet to the Halls of Montezuma under
an Aztec, azure sun. There, the snaking byways know
no guard rails. There, the detour has no name. High
in the Sierra Madre, old adversaries duel to the death
in the stark, thin morning light. On the tarmac,
heaved and broken lay we rubber in earnest fight. La
Carrera Panamericana, the name alone a clarion call
at dawn. The great Mexican road race, an epic chess
game in which we are more than just a pawn. We are
the vintage racers.

Oh you sons and daughters of the torque convert-
er, pray for those who dare and do. Think and dream
of us who double clutch and follow through. If, per
chance, you ride behind the silver star, root for us
who hoist your standard from afar. In a 2.2 liter
Finback six, we’ll do our best to avoid the roiling
waters of the River Styx. 

— John Kuhn Bleimaier
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High Gear . . .

At the GWS meeting on Oct. 22, Steve Walters
showed off the vintage car he and John Bleimaier
will be driving in La Carrera Panamericana—a
grueling 2,000 mile Mexican road race.



Iwish former GWS President Chuck Landenberger
had quoted the “There’s nothing as expensive as
a cheap Mercedes-Benz” mantra before I bought

a 1990 190E on eBay. 
I was shopping for a car my son and I could use

for the 2006 GWS autocross series, when what
looked like the perfect car showed up on eBay—it
was a 1990 190E 2.6 with a 5-speed manual trans-
mission, and it was located in Hampton, Va.—well
within driving distance. The pictures of the car
looked OK—some minor body dings, but otherwise
the paint looked good. It had euro headlights (a plus),
and the price was low enough to make it look like a
bargain.

After winning the auction, we made arrangements
to drive to Hampton to pick up the car. I was able to
get a three-day transport permit from the VA DMV
($5 online), and printed out copies of the forms we’d
need to get the title transferred and register the car in
Fairfax county. And, on a sunny day in early
December, we set out for Hampton.

The seller, an independent Mercedes-Benz spe-
cialist in Hampton, met us at his shop. We looked the
car over—it wasn’t nearly as nice as the pictures on
eBay made it look, but it was no wreck. The car start-
ed right away and showed good oil pressure. The
clutch and transmission all seemed in order, so we
completed the transaction. When it became obvious
that the vacuum-operated door locks didn’t work, the
seller replaced the vacuum pump and threw in a
replacement motor and regulator assembly for the
non-functional one in the right rear door. He also
threw in brackets and two auxiliary fans (the original
fans had been damaged in a minor collision). In under
an hour, we were heading home.

That’s when the “little” things that can make a
cheap Mercedes expensive began to show up. First
came the brakes—it was clear we’d need to replace
the rotors (at least one of which was badly warped).

No big thing, but still an omen of what was to come.
After replacing the rotors and pads, and replacing the
fluids, we started driving the car on a regular basis.

It’s been a litany of little (and not so little) things
since then—lots of trips to the dealer for parts (thank
heaven for the 10 percent club member discount)—a
new fan switch, a new blower motor, an almost com-
pletely new suspension (installed by Rick Ellinger of
RC Imports), bringing the A/C back to life (new con-
denser, compressor, and lines), a replacement driver’s
seat from Potomac German Auto, bumpers from
eBay and Potomac German, more work by Rick
Ellinger, … and we’re still not done.

While the cost for parts and repairs so far have
added up to a multiple of the car’s price, the car has
served its purpose—we’ve had fun driving it in the
GWS autocross series (even if we’re the slowest car
in our class). 

Would I do it again? I probably would, but I’d be
a lot pickier about the car, and would probably look
for a reasonably priced 1986 or 1987 U.S. spec 190E
2.3-16. Even with the price premium these cars com-
mand, they’re still one of the best Mercedes-Benz
cars for autocrossing.

Buying a Car on eBay: A Cautionary Tale
By Paul D. Vandenberg
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Moving?
New Address?

Don’t contact the Tri-Star!
send your changes to:

MBCA
1907 Lelaray Street

Colorado Springs, CO 80909
or call

1-800-637-2360
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Julian Reeves also ran unopposed but had a very
good 42 second run. It’s been tough getting two
AMG cars at the same event. John Krahulec drove
his E55 to a fantastic 40.28.

Jim Smith made it two firsts in a row and handily
beat Paul Vandenberg in the 190/C-Class group. Al
was in Houston, Ben was in Germany, Paul T was ill,
and Hopper was out of town making this the fewest
cars in this class all year.

In the non-Mercedes Ladies class, Barrie G out-

indexed Sharon Payne by a bit more than a second.
Barrie now has 5 firsts and 5 LFTD (non-Mercedes)
in her six events. Sharon has the other 2 FLTD.

Tom Newman took his second first of the year in
the Little Ford That Could. (Hmmm. Could be an
idea for a book.) François Bru ran his WRX on street
tires (in STU) and was 51-thousandths back for a
strong second. The always strong-running Mike Wirt
was third and just a tenth back.

Pete G also drove on road tires and was fourth in
his WRX. (Honda or Subaru? Subaru or Honda?
What shall I drive?) John Brubaker was just a tick
back in his R32. Bob Robinson had a really strong
drive and a great raw score of 39.75 in his SS
Corvette for sixth.

One more (Nov. 5) to go!

Autocross #7
Cont’d from page 6

Autocrossing with GWS

If you’re interested in improving your driving
skills, and haven’t yet tried autocrossing, I
encourage you to participate in the GWS

autocross series. You’ll meet some nice folks and
have a chance to test your skills in one of the most
fun (and safest) competitive driving events there
is—autocross (Solo II if you follow the SCCA nam-
ing convention). 

I first tried autocross during Tri-O-Rama 2003.
While it was fun, I didn’t try it again until Tri-O-
Rama 2005—that’s when I caught the bug.

After returning from Tri-O-Rama 2005, my son
and I decided to participate in the two remaining
events of the 2005 GWS autocross season. We both
drove my 2004 E500 and enjoyed the experience
(and the group of regulars) enough to get us excited
about the 2006 season.

I wanted a smaller, less powerful car for the 2006
autocross series, and eventually settled on a 190E 2.6
with a 5-speed manual transmission. My son and I
fixed a number of problems on the car to get it ready
for the 2006 season. So far we’ve had lots of fun,
learned a bit about handling and how to be a better
drivers, met many new (and very nice) people, and
gotten a little better at autocrossing. And, despite the
fact that we’re the slowest in our class, we’re already
looking forward to the 2007 series.

—Paul D. Vandenberg
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GWS Recognized for Public Service

During an awards ceremony at the national
StarFest event (Oct. 1-5 in Las Vegas), the
Greater Washington Section (GWS) was rec-

ognized for its strong sense of national and commu-
nity involvement and was presented with the club’s
prestigious Public Service Award for 2005.

The section began 2005 with its holiday party in
January, an occasion at which members brought
canned or non-perishable food to be donated to local
food banks. The items collected at this event were
given to Martha’s Table in Washington, D.C. (a group
whose mission is to serve the needs of the less fortu-
nate in the Washington area community through
food, learning, healthy living, recreational and fami-
ly support services).

In mid-March, GWS members participated in the
WETA TV 26 telethon, answering phones to raise
funds for a local PBS affiliate. The section invited the
Porsche Club to join them—and it was a great time
for members of both clubs as they helped raise money
for the station’s cause and also raise awareness of the
Mercedes-Benz Club of America, as the station
broadcast the GWS logo and thanked the clubs on-air
for their participation.

The annual summer Mid-Atlantic Picnic and
Concours d’Elegance is always one of the better-
attended events of the year. And 2005 was no excep-
tion. Members from all across the region came to cel-
ebrate the club and enjoy the company of fellow MB
enthusiasts. At the same time, the section raised funds
in two ways for Children’s Hospital and the Hospital
for Sick Children, both located in the nation’s capital.
The first was from a silent auction, where a wide
variety of items donated by members were auctioned
off. The funds raised from that were then combined
with funds raised through the bartenders’ tip jar.
(Although the event is a fixed-priced event—includ-
ing food and drink—tips were generously given, and
the section rounded up the amount to be included
with the monies collected from the silent auction.)
For 2005, the total contribution was in excess of
$1,200.

Following the devastation caused by Hurricane
Katrina in the Gulf Coast, the members of the GWS
board voted at their September meeting to make a

$1,000 donation to the Red Cross to help with relief
efforts. At that time, the section was unaware that
Robby Ackerman, then the Mid-Atlantic Regional
Director, had plans to go to Mississippi to personally
help in the relief effort. Since Robby was unable to
participate in that year’s Tri-O-Rama due to his vol-
unteer efforts, GWS passed the hat at the event’s final
banquet to raise funds for Robby’s work. One instruc-
tor even donated his entire weekly stipend for work-
ing at the event. This resulted in raising nearly $500
additional funds for Robby’s relief work.

In October, the section was asked by John Davis,
producer of MotorWeek, the nationally syndicated
television automotive magazine, to answer phones
for a fundraising pledge drive. This was taped for
broadcast throughout the country in December during
the national PBS winter pledge drive. That night,
GWS members answered calls from the local
Maryland area in raising funds for Maryland Public
Television. The club got special recognition in the
credits for volunteering, as well as a mention during
the program, which helped raise awareness of the
club to the general public watching this well-known
TV program aimed at automotive enthusiasts. 

The final event of the year—a new members’
reception at a local Mercedes-Benz dealership—was
not only an opportunity to welcome new members
and inform them about the club’s activities and

Mercedes-Benz
Roadside Assistance

Call 800-FOR-MERCEDES

24 hours a day

7 days a week

Continued on page 15
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EMB
Means

Parts
We strive to give you the best possible prices

on replacement parts for your Mercedes.

Both Commercial and Individual
customers are welcome.

Saturday – walk in
UPS Delivery weekdays

By appointment during the week

Call (703) 425-5380
Fax (703) 425-5330

3827 Pickett Road
Fairfax, Virginia

At Dent Wizard we remove dents, dings,
creases and hail damage from the exterior

of your Mercedes Benz.

Our revolutionary process removes those
imperfections quickly and inexpensively.

100% Satisfaction Guarantee Lifetime Warranty

DRIVE IIN.
DENTS OOUT.

$25 OFF
Paintless

Dent Removal

Offer good for Mercedes
Club members only. Not

good with any other offer.
One coupon per vehicle.

No cash value.

For an appointment or FREE estimate call
1-800-DENT-WIZ

DDEENNTT
WWIIZZAARRDD

DENTS AWAY.. .SAME DAY

www.dentwizard.com



GWS Elects New Officers — Cont’d from page 1
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were GWS Webmeister Dave Thompson (10 years)
and John Griffith (25 years).

Outgoing treasurer Jim Glenn gave his report, indi-
cating that the club is financially quite healthy.

On behalf of Morton J. Zetlin, chairman of the
board of managers at American Service Center, John
Sackman (ASC’s parts and services coordinator) pre-
sented a written letter of appreciation to outgoing pres-
ident Joe Wozney from American Service Center for
his four years of dedicated service as president of the
Greater Washington Section.

Bobbie Wozney of the nomination committee
(which also consisted of Tom McQueen and Harry
Newman) explained the process for the election of
new officers. The proposed slate of officers consisted
of Bill Hopper for president, Eric Wagner for vice
president, Julian Reeves for secretary, and Paul
Vandenberg for treasurer. No nominations were made
from the floor, and the four were elected by unanimous
vote and will serve for a period of two years, begin-
ning Nov. 1.

Outgoing president Joe Wozney and treasurer Jim
Glenn were thanked for their service to the club—but
they are by no means out of the picture. Both will con-
tinue to work with the Greater Washington Section,
Joe as driving chairman and Jim as social chairman.

American Service Center provided a delicious
lunch, and following the meeting, everyone was invit-
ed on a tour of the new upstairs shop area. Along with
the state-of-the art equipment in place, one interesting
item John Sackman noted was that all the used oil is
collected and gets recycled to provide heating for the
building.

Members also got a
chance to see Steve Walters
and his 220 SEb, the one he
and John Bleimaier will be
driving in La Carrera Pan-
americana in November.
Steve has done a lot of work
to make this car ready for
the rugged road race—and
he will give a talk about the
race at next year’s StarTech
2007.

events for the coming year, it also served as the sec-
tion’s annual Toys for Tots drive. Toys collected at
that event were donated to the Marine Corps’ holiday
toy program.

The section’s newsletter, the Metro Tri-Star,
changed printers in 2005. The new organization that
prints, folds and mails the (usually) monthly
newsletter is Mount Vernon Lee Enterprises
(MVLE), which provides vocational training for
adults with physical and/or mental challenges.
MVLE’s mission is to provide opportunities for peo-
ple living with disabilities to develop to their fullest
potential by participating in community life through
valued work and support services.

It is very gratifying to us that our section not only
enjoys the usual activities of an automotive enthusi-
asts’ club, but that it also welcomes the opportunities
to become involved in the community with donations
of funds and volunteer time—and that, through the
receipt of the Public Service Award,  others have rec-
ognized our sincere efforts as well.

Public Service Award
Continued from page 13

Eric Wagner (left) presents the Hank Harris award
(being held by Bill Hopper) to Andrew Strasfogel
for his beautiful 1970 280 SE 3.5 coupe, which was
the top scoring car over 25 years old at the picnic.

Julian Reeves signs in
as the new secretary.
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Mercedes in the News
MONTVALE, NJ—Mercedes-Benz announced

Sept. 25 that it intends to offer BLUETEC diesel-
powered versions of its popular M-, R- and GL-Class
sport-utility vehicles in the United States beginning
in CY2008. The new BLUETEC SUVs are set to be
the world’s first diesel-powered vehicles to meet the
Environmental Protection Agency’s stringent emis-
sions standards for all 50 states. 

Beginning in CY 2008, BLUETEC M-, R- and
GL-Class vehicles will showcase AdBlue injection, a
process that adds precisely measured quantities of a
urea-based solution into the exhaust stream to help
reduce nitrogen oxide emissions by up to 80 percent.

The September announcement represents a signif-
icant step for the future acceptance of diesel vehicles
in the U.S. market, which can contribute to signifi-
cant fuel savings and a reduction in oil imports. This
fact was confirmed in a study the the Environmental
Protection Agency in 2004. 

Margo Oge, head of its Office of Transportation
and Air Quality, concluded that if only one-third of
all light-duty trucks in the U.S. were operated with
modern diesel engines, the country would save 1.4
million barrels of oil per day—equal to the amount of
oil the U.S. currently imports from Saudi Arabia.

This sign is currently posted on diesel tanks.



SSttaarr  AAuuttoo  SSeerrvviiccee,,  IInncc..
TThhee  BBeesstt  SSeerrvviiccee  ffoorr  tthhee  BBeesstt  CCaarr!!

Complete and comprehensive auto service on
Mercedes-Benz, Alfa Romeo, Audi, VW and BMW

((441100))  333399--SSTTAARR

((441100))  333399--77882277

11002244  YYoorrkk  RRooaadd

TToowwssoonn,,  MMDD  2211220044

((EExxiitt  2266AA  ooffff  ooff  669955))

MMDD  SSttaattee  IInnssppeeccttiioonnss
FFrreeee  rriiddeess  ttoo  hhoommee,,
wwoorrkk,,  oorr  lliigghhttrraaiill  wwiitthh
iinn  tthhee  aarreeaa
AAllll  wwoorrkk  gguuaarraanntteeeedd

Does your company have boxes of out of date
stationery or flyers that no one knows what
to do with?  MVLE could put your out-of-

date and/or used material to good use! MVLE is in
need of envelopes, 8½ x 11 letters, newsletters or
any material that can be folded into a #10 envelope
to assist in training adults with physical and/or men-
tal challenges so that they can learn new job skills.
Anything you can do to help would be greatly
appreciated by MVLE.

MVLE will even pick up your material FREE OF
CHARGE! 

Please contact Linda Johnson-Brown, MVLE

Coordinator of Production Training at (703) 569-
3900, ext. 138, or e-mail linda@mvle.org

MVLE, Inc. is a not for profit 501 (c) 3 organiza-
tion dedicated to serving those with disabilities by
providing training, support and opportunities they
need to be employed. The Metro Tri-Star newsletter
is printed and mailed by MVLE.  GWS-MBCA has
been a proud supporter of this organization for the
last year and half. For more information about
MVLE, please their website at www.mvle.org.

MVLE Needs Your Help!
Recycle your old, used collateral material

(Even new material is okay!)
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MBCA Goes to Germany
by Joe Wozney

Editor’s note: As part of the celebration of the 50th

Anniversary of MBCA, the club, in cooperation with
DaimlerChrysler AG, scheduled a series of tours to
Germany and the facilities of Mercedes-Benz. The fol-
lowing is Joe Wozney’s report of his trip, which will be
continued in future editions of the Metro Tri-Star.

When I first got the word that the tours were
being organized, I asked Bobbie if she “might
be” interested in going. For a full year, she had

listened to my ranting and raving about the wonderful
tour I’d been on in 2005 with the Smithsonian. That tour
included trips to BMW, Porsche and (of course)
Mercedes-Benz. The only disappointment on that trip
was that the new Mercedes Museum was under con-
struction. The existing museum was fantastic but I need-
ed more!

With a “sounds great” from her, I contacted the
National Business Office and placed a deposit on the
September trip—the second of three tours this year. For
several months we made our plans. We were going to
add on a few days in the beginning to go to Munich and
a few days at the end to see Heidelberg. As it turned out,
the Munich portion had to be canceled.

Bobbie spent time at the library and Barnes and
Noble and I searched the Web. Planes, trains, buses,
hotels, restaurants and special places to visit were the
topic for weeks. As always, our plans came together
near departure time.

On Saturday, Sept. 16, we flew to Frankfurt through
Atlanta. Dulles airport suggested a three-hour arrival
before flight time. That was two-and-a-half hours more
than we needed—security checks have been greatly
improved. Our flights were on time and our Lufthansa
experience was truly extraordinary. The food and serv-
ice were as good as the best airline service was in the
good old days. We even got to see the movie “Akeelah
and the Bee.”

With just a bit of sleep, we arrived in Frankfurt early
Sunday morning and went to the lower level to get tick-
ets for the train to Stuttgart. We found the trains to be
convenient and fast. From the station in Stuttgart we
took a cab to the hotel. The hotel for the first and third
tours was the Maritim, which is downtown. Since there
was a large medical convention in town and the Maritim
couldn’t guarantee the rooms early, our hotel was the
Millennium, very near DCAG headquarters.

At the Millennium registration counter I heard, “Joe

Wozney!” Behind me were Richard and Becky Lyschik.
Richard had been a GWS member for many years
before moving to Seattle and then to Dallas. It was great
seeing him after so many years and also nice having an
old friend along for the tour.

After a snack and some unpacking (and a short nap),
we walked around the hotel complex with its shops and
theaters. “Mama Mia” (in German) was playing across
the street, and another contemporary play was at the
theater attached to the hotel. We never even had time to
make it to the casino a block away.

We decided to have dinner at the hotel that night. The
food was excellent. My dessert-loving other half had the
ice cream with chocolate sauce. Bobbie thought it was
like the Swiss sauce at the old Gifford’s—only better.
She’d probably go back to Germany just for that! 

Located at 8545 Leesburg Pike, Vienna, Va., just
off the Dulles Toll Road at the top of Tyson’s Corner,
Mercedes-Benz of Tyson’s Corner is one of the
area’s well known auto dealers, with Mercedes-Benz
as their premier line.

You say you are not new to the club? Well, then
just come and meet our newest members. This recep-
tion is open to all MBCA members, and we encour-
age everyone to attend.

This is one of the section’s many “free” events
that are held each year. All we ask is that you bring a
new, unwrapped toy for donation to needy children.

We look forward to seeing you on Sunday Dec. 3,
at Mercedes-Benz of Tyson’s Corner. Please send an
e-mail to our social chairperson, Jim Glenn, at
JRGlenn@erols.com, or call him to R.S.V.P at (703)
360-1669. 

New Members’ Reception
Continued from page 3

There is much more to Joe’s article—as
well as many photographs—which will
be continued in future editions of the

Metro Tri-Star.



Maryland Greater Washington Section License Tags 

Maryland license tags with the section logo and the words “Mercedes-Benz Club” on them are still avail-
able. These plates will not be available through the MVA. You can purchase them only through the club,
and they can only be put on a Mercedes-Benz. Please send the form below to Ed Hainke, coordinator of
the program, with two checks: one payable to GWS-MBCA in the amount of $10, and the second check
payable to MVA in the amount of $25. Ed will then contact you for the required MVA information.

Maryland
Greater Washington Section Tags

Name ____________________________ Member # __________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Phone (h) ______________________________ (w) ____________________________

Send this form and two checks payable to
GWS-MBCA for $10 and MVA for $25 to:

Ed Hainke
10755 Sawpit Cove Road

Lusby, MD 20657

MARYLAND

M
B 0001

MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB
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New Members
The Greater Washington Section welcomes all its new members. We hope that you will join us soon at

one of our upcoming events. Please feel free to call any officer for information on our activities and
what you can do to get involved.

Rosemary Allen
Annandale, VA

Albert G. Austin
Fallston, MD

Richard Barron
Hagerstown, MD

Corinna Beck
Lorton, VA

James D. Bowman
Waldorf, MD

Alfred W. Boyer
Hagerstown, MD

Christopher L. Carmouche
Lorton, VA

Mario Cantarilho
Rockville, MD

Kathleen Connolly
Bel Air, MD

Thomas Coty
Burke, VA

Wil J. Desjardins
Clarksburg, MD

Liam DeStanley
Leesburg, VA

Frank C. Dickey
Washington, DC

Mariusz Dymerski
Bethesda, MD

Otho Eskin
Washington, DC

Rebecca Fendlason
Purcellville, VA

Mark J. Firley
Gaithersburg, MD

Anne Gehrett
Cabin John, MD

Lauren Maree Goulet
Berkeley Springs, WV

Norman Greenwald
Bowie, MD

Ronald E. Guzinski
Ijamsville, MD

Anita R. Harrison
Severn, MD

James R. Holland
Waldorf, MD

William V. Howard
Potomac, MD

C. Todd Jenkins
Chesterfield, VA

Peter Johnson
Vienna, VA

Tyrone E. Keys
Woodstock, MD

Scott B. Lentz
Alexandria, VA

John Lessner
Baltimore, MD

Rick M. Mako
Fairfax Station, VA

Randall Martin
Braddock Heights, MD

C. Robert Mercaldo, Jr.
Timonium, MD

William Henry Neville
Alexandria, VA

Nathan Nolley
Upper Marlboro, MD

Jacob S. Nutter
Harpers Ferry, WV

Len Renkenberger
Easton, MD

Douglas Rickman
Adelphi, MD

Stuart P. Ross
Washington, DC

Stephen R. Spector
Hamilton, VA

Teena Maria Thomas
Montgomery Village, MD

Andrew D. Thompson
Herndon, VA

Jill Upson
Charles Town, WV

David A. Wells
Reston, VA
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The Trading Post

560 SL, 1989: Red with tan interior. CD, premium wheels,
always garaged, nonsmoker, 126K miles, new mats, seat
cover and deluxe car cover. 13K. Call (410) 476-5274.

560SL, 1986: Light. Ivory/tan, 66K, garaged, both tops
excellent, original, car cover & hoist, excellent condition in
and out, 2 sets wheels, located in Solomons, MD.$18K
minimum. Call Mike at (240) 372-9002, or e-mail mike-
buchko@aol.com.  

240D, 1981: 30 mpg. New shocks, new battery, new water
pump, new tires, 134AC conversion, 4-speed manual. Well
known by club. Needs paint. Silver on black. Nice car for
young adult. Asking $1,800. Contact Ben at (540) 662-
0852, or e-mail ben@mastermediagroup.com.

280S, 1970: Sedan for parts or restoration. Standard trans-
mission, good dark blue vinyl interior. Early ’80s alloy
wheels, front fender rocker rust, ignition module has failed.
$200. Contact Len at (410) 822-6061.

220SE, 1959: 4-door sedan, light beige, exterior in fairly
good condition, beige interior, not running, FREE, prefer-
ably to someone interested in restoration. Contact Tavi
Harwood at (410) 239-2052 or e-mail clearbrook-
farm@aol.com for more info.

219 Ponton, 1959: Black/black. AKA roundbody, turtle-
back. Good daily driver. All functions work: switches,
gauges, speedo/odo, lights, horns, directionals, lighter,
electro clock, wipers, heater fan. Heater boxes in good con-
dition. Windows: good glass, regulators. Brake system
overhauled, stops well. No rust in structure, underneath,
floors. Recent door and window seals Original 6-cylinder
engine rebuilt, powerful. Starts, idles, accelerates smooth-
ly. No fluid leaks. Two new tires, battery. Owner’s manual.
$6,400. Contact Douglas at (703) 534-5954 or (202) 712-
0947.

Wheels and Tires: Michelin Pilot Sport A/S 225/55/16,
less than 1,000 miles on Ronal r-28 wheels in good condi-
tion, perfect fit for r-129 sl 500.May fit other models as
well. Reason selling: I upgraded to 18” tire/wheels--there-
fore, my loss is your gain. Asking $700. I can email pics if
you wish. Contact Luis at (703) 426-0497, or e-mail
eljaiek@cox.net.

Car Cover and Auto Bra: Custom car cover and auto bra
for E430 (2000-2002). Car cover is Noah fabric made by
Covercraft, very little use - $70. Auto bra is Colgon and is
black - $40. Call Lou at (703) 628-0914 or e-mail
louolsen@yahoo.com.

Car Cover: Custom-made car cover for 1983 Jaguar XJ6.
Fits many XJ6 model years before and after 1983. Like

new. $50 obo. Call Corinne at (301) 424-7461.

Alloy Wheels: Near perfect 17 inch 1999 SL 500 wheels.
The tires that were mounted on them were 245/45 X 17.
Wheels have only a few thousand miles on them before
being removed from car. $575 for the set of four. Call
Harry at (540) 869-4274, or email harry.newman@adel-
phia.net.

Trading Post Advertising Information
Any GWS member may place an ad of up to

six lines in length free of charge in the Metro Tri-
Star. Include your name, membership number,
address and phone number(s) with area codes on
your hand-printed or typed copy. Personal ads will
appear for two issues. Ads should be sent to:
Metro Tri-Star, 1307 Warrington Place,
Alexandria, VA 22307; telephone (703) 765-9405;
or e-mail:janetmcfarland@earthlink.net.

Nonmembers may submit a single personal ad
for $45. For business ad rates, contact Janet
McFarland at the same number.

We will print a photograph (from color or black
and white original or from high-resolution digital
image) with your ad for $20. If you would like the
photo returned, enclose a stamped, self-
addressed envelope. All checks should be made
payable to: GWS-MBCA. Advertising copy must
be received by the 15th of the month preceding
publication or the ad will appear in the following
issue. The editor of the Metro Tri-Star shall have
sole discretion in determining ad acceptability.
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We are pleased to welcome
Protective Film Technologies, LLC

as a new advertiser in the
Metro Tri-Star (page 16).

Please remember to support our
advertisers—they support our club
and the Metro Tri-Star newsletter.



Officers
President

Bill Hopper
5455 Broad Branch Road, NW
Washington, DC 20015
(202) 363-4189
E-mail: WWHRestoration@att.net

Vice President
Eric Wagner
18 West Uhler Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22301
(703) 549-5261
E-mail: wagnerek@comcast.net

Secretary
Julian Reeves
13130 Drew Hunt Ct.
Woodbridge, VA 22192
(703) 843-0064
E-mail: Julian.T.Reeves@verizon.net

Treasurer
Paul Vandenberg
11154 Saffold Way
Reston, VA 20190-3823
(703) 478-2158
E-mail: pdjv@pdjv.net

Metro Tri-Star Editors

Deborah Hirtes (703) 521-3120 
Janet McFarland (703) 765-9405

Regional Director

Greg Magnus
(804) 915-7379
E-mail: greg@eoecho.com

Board Members – Appointed
Dave Thompson (703) 406-1586

Board Members – Committee Chairs
Driving Events

Joe Wozney (703) 437-7866

Membership (call 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.)

Deborah and Klaus Hirtes (703) 521-3120
E-mail: kdhirtes@comcast.net
FAX: (703) 521-0819

Technical
Open

Social
Jim Glenn (703) 360-1669

Past President Joe Wozney

Ad Hoc Committees

Concours
Open

Online Bulletin
Janet McFarland (703) 765-9405

Webmeisters
Dave Thompson (703) 406-1586
Paul Vandenberg (703) 478-2158

Technical Advisors
Rick Ellinger, RC Imports (301) 762-4205
Bob Hafenmair

Star Auto Serv (410) 399-7827
Larry Hook, ASC (703) 284-2490

Section Officers, Board Members
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THERE ARE THOSE

WHO SAY THE CAR IS ONLY

A MACHINE.

RIGHT.

SO IS THE HUMAN HEART.

www.euromotorcars.com 
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