
It has been an incredibly hot summer. Sort of
makes you want to sit in some lounge chair and
not do much of anything but try and keep cool.
But the Greater Washington Section has a couple

events remaining before the falling leaves of
autumn require you to get outside and start
raking. Check the calendar of events on
page 3.

Sunday, August 20 is the annual
Mid-Atlantic Concours and picnic—
one of the most popular events of the
year.

Whether it’s the beautiful cars on
display that you want to look at, or
the delicious Bratwurst available for
lunch, or the refreshing swimming pool,
this is the place to be. GWS members
Steve and Barbara Newby have once again
offered to open the grounds of their lovely estate in
North Potomac for the event.

There is no fee to enter the concours, but we do
need to know in advance how many cars to expect,
so please fill out the registration form on page 11
and send it in as soon as possible.

Additionally, we will hold a silent auction for the
benefit of The Hospital for Sick Children and
Children’s Hospital. Both local and national mer-
chants will be contributing items for this worthy
cause, and we ask that you contribute a “treasure”
as well. All items will be sold to the highest bidder.

Membership anniversary pins will be presented
to those section members who are celebrating five-
year multiple (5, 10, 15, 20, etc.) anniversaries.

Members with cars in the concours should plan

to arrive between 9 and 10 a.m. We will have  clean
car/display class that is not judged. Those of you
attending the picnic will vote for your favorites. All
you need to do is wash your car and bring it out!

The street and show class cars will be judged.
Show class cars will have their undercarriages

included in the judging, which begins at
11 a.m.

The cost for the picnic is $15 per
person The cost at the gate will be
$20. For questions about registra-
tion, call Eric Wagner at (703) 549-
5261. The rain date is August 27.

Directions: From I-495 (the
Beltway), take I-270 north. Take the

local I-270 lanes toward Montrose
Road. Take Exit 6B - Montgomery

Ave/MD 28 west toward Darnestown. Turn left
onto Darnestown Road. Turn left onto Travilah
Road. Turn right onto Split reek Court. The house is
at 12716 Split Creek Court.
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Week of
Aug. 7* Board Meeting

Aug. 13 Autocross #5: Winchester, Va.
Contact: Joe Wozney at (703) 437-7866

Aug. 20 Annual Picnic and Concours d’Elegance
Contact: Eric Wagner at (703) 549-5261
See page 1 for more information.

Sept. 10 Autocross #6: Winchester, Va.
Contact: Joe Wozney at (703) 437-7866

Oct. 1 Autocross #7: Winchester, Va.
Contact: Joe Wozney at (703) 437-7866

Oct. 22 Annual GWS Meeting/Election of Officers
1 - 3 p.m., American Service Center
See page 5 for more information.

Nov. 5 Autocross #8: Winchester, Va.
Contact: Joe Wozney at (703) 437-7866

Dec. 3 New Members’ Reception
Contact: Bill Hopper at (202) 363-4189

May 17-20 StarTech 2007
Reston, Va.
Contact: Bill Hopper at (202) 363-4189

* Please contact Joe Wozney for exact date and
location of board meeting if you would like to attend.
The meeting is open to all GWS members.

Be sure to check the web site for more information
or as changes to the calendar occur. 

Regional and National Events

Sept. 12-15 East Coast Drive to Chicago
for start of Route 66 Tour
Contact: Doug Ochwat at (908) 850-9643

Oct. 1-5 StarFest2006, Las Vegas, Nev
(hosted by the Las Vegas Section)
Contact Don Loyd at (702) 253-0407

Calendar of Events
Greater Washington Section Events 2006-2007
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News and Notes from the MBCA
National Business Office (NBO)

MBCA Membership Loyalty Reward Program
MBUSA has announced the Loyalty Reward

Program for MBCA members. Cash rewards of up
to $2,500 are provided to eligible members after
the purchase or lease of a new Mercedes-Benz
(some models are excluded). MBCA members
must have held a consecutive membership of 12
months prior to the purchase in order to be eligible
for the program. Check the web site
(www.mbca.org) or page 48 of the July/August
2006 Star magazine for details. Last month’s
Metro Tri-Star also described the new program.

National Election:
Candidates for this year’s MBCA election have

been verified. Members will be mailed an election
ballot in September. Please review the election
material carefully and mark your ballot for the
candidate(s) of your choice. Your participation in
our election process is important. Ballots must be
received by October 16, 2006 to be counted.

StarFest 2006:
StarFest 2006 will be held in Las Vegas Oct. 1-

5. Registration packets and information are on the
Las Vegas web site (www.mbca-lasvegas.org). For
more information, contact Don Loyd by phone at
(702) 253-0407 or by e-mail at Starfest06@-
cox.net.

Route 66 Tour Registration:
The Route 66 tour has about 120 cars regis-

tered, 85 of which are planning to complete the
whole tour from Chicago to Irvine.

German Trips Registration:
Registration is available on the web site

(www.mbca.org) for the trips to Germany. The
NBO also has hard copies of the registration form
as well as terms and conditions that can be mailed
to members.
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Car Love—Is It an Illness?

Several years ago, I started to write short stories.
Without intending it, most tended to
gravitate to cars as a major compo-

nent of the plot. It was then that I should
have noticed that I had allowed car fever to
consume way too much of my life.

Only one—The Work Car—was intend-
ed to be a true car story (not a true story
about a car). It was kind of a boy “bor-
rows” car to commit a crime tale. It’s my
favorite and I will finish it some day.… Otherwise,
how would anyone ever know about the magnificent,
brand spanking new Mercedes-Benz 300SEL 6.3 that
was found mysteriously missing from a dealership in
Northern New Jersey never to be seen again?

My criminals do not steal the mundane. Only the
best for them. The hulking 300 horsepower M100
engine, the leather, the wood, the gorgeous body, the
bulletproof build quality made this the perfect car for
my “hero.”

A little background information is necessary here
to understand why I selected this particular car. In
1969, Bobbie and I were on one of our frequent trips
from Annandale to visit family in New Jersey. We
had a 1969 VW Beetle—an interim car I would say to
friends—as our 1967 Firebird had been stolen.

It was a beautiful afternoon and we were in very
light traffic on the New Jersey Turnpike, not too far
south of Newark Airport. Since the Beetle was, shall
we say, a little light on power and speed, I usually
made the trip with foot to the floor for the entire 250
miles, stopping only for tolls, traffic, and potty/snack
stops and slowing for only the police. This trip was
not much different than all those before or since.

However, I noticed a really tiny, dark spot in my
rearview mirror. The spot was very far back but I
could tell it was moving at a very brisk speed. My
eyes went back to the road up front. When I took my
next look to the rear a few seconds later, that little,
dark spot was bigger—a lot bigger! I was intrigued.
Was it a member of the constabulary? Surely, not
after me and Vernon the Volkswagen, so I held my
foot to the floor.

When I took my third look, the spot now had char-
acteristics. It was a big thing. It had what appeared to
be a massive face— an almost “holy cow” face.

Damn the road ahead! I’m looking back.
What is this thing? I’m doing nearly 75
miles per hour and I’m being overtaken by
a train that’s gone off the rails!

Then the picture cleared up. I could see
it. The unmistakable grill of a Mercedes-
Benz. And that grill and everything
attached behind it was coming up fast. I
turned to Bobbie and said, “You won’t

believe this! Watch the fast lane.”
Just then we were passed by a dark gray rocket. It

actually rocked the little VW. All I saw was the num-
ber 6.3 before it zoomed ahead. It had to be moving
at more than 120. I never even looked at the license

From the President . . .

Automotive Metal Performance, Inc.

Specializing in 113 and 107
Chassis

Full Sheet Metal Fabrication,
Modification and Reconstruction

Top Quality Coach Refinishing
Top to Bottom, Inside and Out

Interior, Electrical and Hydraulic
Work and Minor Mechanical Services

Suspension and Safety Upgrades
and Modifications

Quality and authenticity

Contact Andy Paza (301) 223-5017
Williamsport, MD

www.amprestorations.com

Continued on page 6



It is that bi-annual time—probably the most impor-
tant for the Greater Washington Section—to select
our leaders for two more years. Candidates for the

offices of President, Vice President, Secretary and
Treasurer are being sought to serve for the 2006-2008
term. 

What an exciting opportunity for members to work
together to “make things happen” for the section—the
picnics, driving events, social get-togethers, concours,
technical sessions, regional and national multi-day
conferences. The rewards are numerous: new friends,
meeting and working with people who have a common
car interest, expanding your knowledge of the marque
and the industry (USA and Germany), the opportunity
to hone your business, communication and interper-
sonal skills, and the appreciation of your fellow club
members.

If this has sparked your interest, for additional
information, please feel free to speak to any of the cur-
rent officers or members of the Nominating
Committee. Many will be present at the GWS summer
activities, so be sure to seek them out. Also, you can
review the section’s bylaws at gws-
mbca.org/about/bylaws.html.

I’m Interested, What Do I Do?
• Make sure you are an active member of

MBCA—that your membership has not expired.
• Contact one of the Nominating Committee

members by August 31, 2006.
• Prepare a candidate’s statement (maximum 200

words) by September 5, 2006 for printing in the
October Metro Tri-Star.

What about Elections?
• Elections will be conducted at the GWS meet-

ing on October 22, 2006, at the American Service
Center, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

• Additional nominations will be accepted from
the floor. If there is more than one nominee for a given
office, a written ballot will be distributed at the meet-
ing. The results will be determined by a majority vote
of those members present at the meeting (refer to
Bylaws, Article VIII: Nominations and Elections).

The Nominating Committee looks forward to hear-
ing from you:

Harry Newman harry.newman@adelphia.net
(540) 869-4274

Tom McQueen McQueenrere@aol.com
(703) 759-2393

Barbara Wozney bewozney@verizon.net
(703) -437-7866
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It’s a GWS Election Year

ASC DIY Tech Session
Mechanics for a Day

American Service Center again hosted the GWS
techies’ perennial favorite—the DIY Tech
Session on June 3. Gary Little and Stan Rodia

handled the event planning, and Gary headed up the
ASC team, including the mechanics, the parts depart-
ment and the cashiers. They provided coffee and
donuts in the morning and lunch at midday—and a lot
of help inbetween.

The renovations that ASC was making to their sec-
ond floor shop when we were there last year are com-
pleted now. All the lifts are new, and a new exhaust
evacuation system is in place. Oil and transmission
fluid bead up on the new tiled floor for easy cleanup!

The lack of special parts undermined the biggest
job that was planned. Stan Groenig intended to install
an oil intercooler on his 1993 500E, but the parts did-
n’t arrive from Germany in time. Instead he changed
fluids and the front sway bar on his 1988 300E.

Steve and Jeanne Brooks installed new stainless
steel brake lines and new brake pads on their 1984
300TD. Bob Schissell worked on fixing a fuel leak in
his 1996 300D. Three members got tech inspections
for the upcoming VIR Drivers’ School club event.
Lynn Rogerson worked on problems with the odome-
ter and cruise control in her SL. Five DIYers put the
club’s brake bleeders to good use.

I want to personally thank Bill Hopper for taking
over the event registration later in the day so that I
could work on the A/C and a few other problems in my
car. We all managed to keep our oil under control this
year, maybe because the new ASC shop looks so nice.
The largest oil slick amounted to just a few table-
spoons.

Thanks again to ASC and all the technicians and
GWS memberswho helped make this event a success.

–Dave Thompson
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So you woke up on Sunday morning and it was
raining. You rolled over and went back to
sleep.… Big mistake! In nearby Winchester, it

was great. No rain! Sun in fact. We had one brief
thunderstorm and some pretty dramatic lightning off
in the distance, but that was it.

Twenty-two non-wusses made it. These brave
souls got in eight runs before 2:30, and we called it a
day. No rain until the trip home and we got back into
Fairfax to unload the trailer and truck. 

Well, it turns out it wasn’t a fluke. If you needed
proof that Denise Dersin is a heck of a driver, she
made it two in a row with overall Fastest Time of
Day. She and that SLK350 were made for each other!
This time, however, she beat Ted Joseph (in the same
car) by only five-thousandths of a second. Now that’s
tight!

Denise was a bit slower in the now 20-year-old
190E-16V but again beat Ted. This time by a margin
of more than three-tenths of a second. That makes her
four for four in two events, but Ted is really closing
in.

Debbie and Klaus Hirtes ran unopposed in the
classic car class. Interesting to note that Klaus was
only a second back from Denise’s best in the 16-
Valve. Thirty-year-old technology versus twenty-
year-old technology. But it was also a thirty-some-
thing driver versus a (fill in the blank)-something
driver.

Since parking his fleet of diesels, Ben Weber has
become a terror. He ran his little 2.3 four cylinder
against those monster 2.6 six cylinders and romped
home with the win. Rumor has it that he’s secretly

replaced the 4-banger with a really hot and very clean
190D from an old Finny! Nah! We’ve seen his cars
smoke. Jim Smith was a second back, and Al Angulo
followed another tick-and-a-half slower.

In another incredibly tight contest, John Robinson
bested Julian Reeves by only tw-thousandths of a
second in the SL/V8 class. I cannot remember two
class wins being decided by two- or three-thou-
sandths at one event… ever!

In the non-Benz ladies class, Barrie G. eked out a
22-hundredths index win over Sharon Payne. Just
another really close one! Must have been in the air
that day.

Mike Wirt took Men’s Fastest Time of Day and
first place in the non-Benz men’s class, besting sec-
ond place John Brubaker and his Golf R32 by a sec-
ond. I do have to say that there was some “dampness”
on the ground from the brief shower which might
have given the Quattro Audi a bit of an advantage,
but the fact is that Mike has two firsts and a second
this year.

Bill Lear was third in his Acura Integra. Good
going, Bill. Another event without something break-
ing and a tow home! Harry Newman was fourth in his
SVX, less than two-tenths behind Bill. Matthew Zint
had his best competitive run in a long time, if not
ever. He really pushed his S4 hard to take a solid
fifth.

All in all, it was a great day. Sorry so many of you
stayed home, afraid of a little rain.

pylon
alley

by
Joe Wozney

August 13, September 10, 

October 1, November 5

2006 Autocross Schedule

plate, so don’t know if the car was local, or driven by
a diplomat that thought he was still on the Autobahn,
or from the north side of Hades. In mere seconds it
was gone. Whew!

Our next car was a 1973 450SE. No 6.3 or 6.9 on
the rear end but I was already scheming. Hook, line,
and sinker in love with the cars from Sindelfingen.

—Joe

President’s Report — Cont’d  from  page 4
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2006 Autocross #3 Results
DRIVER CAR BEST TIME POINTS

Klaus Hirtes 67 230SL 45.590 10 

Deborah Hirtes 67 230SL 47.422 10 

Denise Dersin 86 190E 2.3-16 44.505 10 
Ted Joseph 86 190E 2.3-16 44.875 9 

Ben Weber 86 190E 2.3 45.975 10 
Jim Smith 92 190E 2.6 46.913 9 
Al Angulo 86 190E 2.6 48.351 8 
Paul T. Vandenberg 90 190E 2.6 50.782 7 
Paul Vandenberg 90 190E 2.6 53.277 6 

John Robinson 88 560SL 46.069 10 
Julian Reeves 03 500SL 46.071 9 

Denise Dersin* 05 SLK350 42.603 10 
Ted Joseph** 05 SLK350 42.608 9 

Other Marques 

DRIVER CAR BEST TIME CLASS INDEX INDEX TIME POINTS

Barrie Gochman*** 04 Subaru WRX 47.891 STX 0.804 38.504 10 
Sharon Payne 99 Saab Viggen 48.522 GSL 0.794 38.526 9 

Mike Wirt**** 00 Audi S4 43.228 DS 0.798 34.496 10 
John Brubaker 04 VW Golf R32 44.427 DS 0.798 35.453 9 
Bill Lear 92 Acura Integra GSR 43.476 DSP 0.829 36.042 8 
Harry Newman 97 Subaru SVX 45.593 GS 0.794 36.201 7 
Matthew Zint 00 Audi S4 45.582 STU 0.820 37.377 6 
Richie Crim 04 Pontiac GTO 46.833 FS 0.805 37.701 5 
Joel Watkinson 00 Ford Mustang 47.607 FS 0.805 38.324 4 
Milton Paul 92 Mazda Miata 47.759 CSP 0.838 40.022 3 
Chris Higgins 95 BMW 318i 49.774 DSP 0.829 41.263 2 

*   FTD Fastest Time of the Day 

**  LFTD Ladies Fastest Time of the Day 

*** OM Ladies Fastest Time of the Day

****OM GFTD Gentlemen’s Fastest Time of the Day 

(OM =  Other Marques) 

Scores also are available
on-line at

www.gws-mbca.org



Section’s Annual Financial Report
Section bylaws require that the treasurer’s annual report of the section’s financial condition be published in
the Metro Tri-Star. Any member with questions on the financial report or section finances in general has the
right to review the section’s books after making arrangements with the treasurer.

GWS-MBCA Income and Expenses
January 1 through December 31, 2005

(In Dollars)

Income
Events ........................................................................................................................$ 81,457
National Rebates/Tri-Star Advertising ..........................................................................26,069
Contribution Income ..........................................................................................................240
GWS Store..........................................................................................................................381
Dividends and Interest Income ..........................................................................................688
Maryland Auto Tags ..........................................................................................................200

......................................................................................................................109,035
Expenses

Events ............................................................................................................................73,531
Newsletter......................................................................................................................20,075
Admin ............................................................................................................................10,512
Contributions ..................................................................................................................2,864
GWS Store..........................................................................................................................966

....................................................................................................................................107,948

Realized Loss ............................................................................................................................-1,214

Net Income (Loss) ......................................................................................................................(127)

GWS-MBCA Balance Sheet
(As of December 31, 2005)

Assets
Cash, CDs, and Bank Accounts ................................................................................$ 51,437
Value of Depreciable Investments ..................................................................................8,634
Investments......................................................................................................................5,605

Total Assets....................................................................................................................65,676

Liabilities ..........................................................................................................................................0

Net Worth..............................................................................................................................$ 65,676

An internal review of the club’s financial records was made by independent members of the club. Their
findings were that the club’s financial records accurately reflected its assets as of December 31, 2005 as
well as its income and expenses from January 1 through December 31, 2005.
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The journey is the destination. We’ve all heard
this little fortune cookie canard at some point.
However, as driving enthusiasts, we can attest

to the fact that this cliché just happens to represent
the truth. I’ll never forget the first time I drove to
Lime Rock in the verdant hills of northwestern
Connecticut.

Lime Rock Park is a sports car, road racing track.
Its serpentine tarmac follows the erratic topography
of a pocket valley between the Housatonic River and
the Duchess County line. Back in 1979, they sched-
uled a vintage racer weekend at the track, and I decid-
ed to go as a spectator. The drive up is part of the lore
of auto aficionado nirvana. The stretch of Route 7
between Kent and Lime Rock is truly sports car heav-
en. The road throws you every type of curve imagi-
nable as you alternately climb and dive through  glo-
rious scenery. 

That particular morning so many years ago, I
found myself on Route 7 dicing with a British racing
green AC Bristol as we headed north to our destina-
tion. The little aluminum-bodied English car with its
German-designed engine scrambled for grip at the
apexes on narrow Dunlop racing cord rubber. The AC
pilot knew what he was doing and managed to wring
the maximum performance out of his vintage vehicle.
What a great experience for me as I kept on his tail in
the twisty bits with my Diesel starship. When we
arrived at Lime Rock, I had a chance to talk with the
owner of the AC in the paddock. He showed me the
straight six engine with its hemispheric combustion
chambers and unique cross-over push rods. It was a
’30s and powered a uniquely reliable English car of
the ’50s.

That vintage weekend at Lime Rock in ’79 fea-
tured an appearance by the legendary French prewar
grand prix driver, Rene Dreyfuss, behind the wheel of
a 1935 competition Bugatti. It was an inspiration to
see this dashing elderly gentleman deftly drift a
priceless classic race car through the Lime Rock “S”
curves. I was hooked on vintage motor sports and on
Lime Rock Park.

My most recent trip to Lime Rock took place just
a couple weeks ago. The Northern New Jersey
Section of the MBCA purchased five slots from
another car club for a day of drivers’ education on the
track. It was first-come-first-served to get in, and I
lucked out with my registration. Drivers education is
not competition, although you might not realize it if
you were casually looking on from the side lines.In
‘drivers ed,’ you do laps of the track, first with an
instructor and then solo. There is no timing, no win-
ners or losers. It’s just a way of honing high speed
driving skills in a controlled, track environment.
However, the absence of trophies does not mean an
absence of adrenaline. The student drivers are doing
their best to extract the maximum performance from
their mounts.

My C230K sports coupe and I found ourselves in
a run group with a bouquet of Lotuses, Lotus Elises
sports cars, that is. These fiberglass-bodied English
vehicles are powered by Toyota engines. They are
very light and have blistering acceleration on the
straights. As we lapped the track, my C230K and the
Lotuses would bunch up in the tight curves, but the
British cars would pull away on the straights. While
the Mercedes coupe and the Lotuses have similar
power, the Spartan coachwork of the fiberglass cars
weighs nearly a thousand pounds less. 

During a long day at the track, my starship was
barely breaking a sweat. Engine temperature was just
over 80 degrees Celsius, all systems were functioning
normally. No surprise here. Our starships are built for
flat out performance around the clock. Surprisingly
enough, none of the Lotuses broke either.

After following a British racing green Lotus
around the track at Lime Rock for multiple laps, I
experienced a sense of dejà vu. Here I was again in
the green hills of Connecticut glued to the tail of a
green English sports car. I guess the moral of the
story is, if you must buy a British car, make sure it’s
powered by either BMW or Toyota!

— John Kuhn Bleimaier
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High Gear . . .
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EMB
Means

Parts
We strive to give you the best possible prices

on replacement parts for your Mercedes.

Both Commercial and Individual
customers are welcome.

Saturday – walk in
UPS Delivery weekdays

By appointment during the week

Call (703) 425-5380
Fax (703) 425-5330

3827 Pickett Road
Fairfax, Virginia

At Dent Wizard we remove dents, dings,
creases and hail damage from the exterior

of your Mercedes Benz.

Our revolutionary process removes those
imperfections quickly and inexpensively.

100% Satisfaction Guarantee Lifetime Warranty

DRIVE IIN.
DENTS OOUT.

$25 OFF
Paintless

Dent Removal

Offer good for Mercedes
Club members only. Not

good with any other offer.
One coupon per vehicle.

No cash value.

For an appointment or FREE estimate call
1-800-DENT-WIZ

DDEENNTT
WWIIZZAARRDD

DENTS AWAY.. .SAME DAY

www.dentwizard.com
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Mid-Atlantic Concours and Picnic
Sunday, August 20, 2006 — North Potomac, Maryland

Name(s)____________________________________________ Member # ____________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (h)__________________________________     (w) ________________________________

E-mail address ____________________________________________________________________

No. of adults (18+) x $15 __________

No. of children (12 - 17) x $10 __________ 

(there is no charge for children under 12)

Total dollar amount enclosed $_________

Car entered: Model ________ Year ________  (circle one:) show / street / display

Car entered: Model ________ Year ________  (circle one:) show / street / display

Car entered: Model ________ Year ________  (circle one:) show / street / display

We will bring a Silent Auction item (optional)   Yes       No   (please circle one)

Make check payable to GWS-MBCA.

Send completed form and check to:

Eric Wagner

18 West Uhler Avenue

Alexandria, VA 22301



12 August/September 2006

SSttaarr  AAuuttoo  SSeerrvviiccee,,  IInncc..
TThhee  BBeesstt  SSeerrvviiccee  ffoorr  tthhee  BBeesstt  CCaarr!!

Complete and comprehensive auto service on
Mercedes-Benz, Alfa Romeo, Audi, VW and BMW

((441100))  333399--SSTTAARR

((441100))  333399--77882277

11002244  YYoorrkk  RRooaadd

TToowwssoonn,,  MMDD  2211220044

((EExxiitt  2266AA  ooffff  ooff  669955))

MMDD  SSttaattee  IInnssppeeccttiioonnss
FFrreeee  rriiddeess  ttoo  hhoommee,,
wwoorrkk,,  oorr  lliigghhttrraaiill  wwiitthh
iinn  tthhee  aarreeaa
AAllll  wwoorrkk  gguuaarraanntteeeedd

Members from the Central VA, GWS,
Virginia, and Delaware Valley sections all
enjoyed a splendid July 8 day on the

Rappahannock River at the summer home of Robyn
and Gary Tyer. Arriving from multiple starting points
throughout the region, dozens of fine Mercedes auto-
mobiles graced the yard as members enjoyed a crab
and fried-chicken picnic, fishing on the pier, a boat
ride on the river, walks along the beach, and a play-
ful swing in the hammock.

With an extensive showing of cars, members also
enjoyed the history of the vintage SLs and sedans, as
well as the state-of-the-art technology in the new
vehicles represented at the event. A picture perfect
day, a picture perfect moment in time, and lively con-
versation among old acquaintances and new friends
made this event one to remember. Thanks to profes-
sional photographer Warren Johnson who took fan-
tastic pictures of this wonderful event. You can

review the proofs (and purchase pictures) at this link:
http://www.shutterfly.com/pro/wfjphoto/MercedesRi
vahOuting (Password is “Robyn.” Note: it is case
sensitive.)

—Greg Magnus
Mid-Atlantic Regional Director

A Beautiful Day on the Rappahannock

Photo by Justin Sarafin



Every culture has its ideological blind spots. In
time, these ideas become so profoundly rooted
in its psyche that they’re rarely debated and are

eventually accepted as factual. Such is the case with a
number of questionable and even humorous gas-sav-
ing myths. So we decided to compile a list of the 10
most commonly held misconceptions:

Myth #1 — Newer Gas Stations Have More
Accurate Pumps: Since every state has a Weights and
Means department responsible for regulating the prop-
er measurement (fuel volume), vapor recovery and
quality of motor vehicle fuels, the age of the pump
does not make a difference. Field officers regularly
examine fuel dispensers. Once the dispenser passes the
inspection and meets all legal requirements, officers
place a dated seal on the dispenser. If the dispenser
does not pass the test, the department will take
enforcement actions to ensure the dispenser is repaired
and recalibrated before it can be put back into service.

Myth #2 — Gas is Denser in the Morning: The
time of day has absolutely no effect on the volume of
gas a pump dispenses. Density is defined as the ratio
of mass to volume, and while it’s true the density of a
liquid will increase when temperatures drop below 40
degrees F, the gasoline being pumped out of the
ground is dispensed at a uniform (ground) temperature
which is independent of the ambient air temperature.
Also, gas pumps measure volumes of gas, not densi-
ties of fuel concentration. In other words, you are
charged according to “volume of measurement” not
the density of the liquid. 

Myth #3 — Using the Air Conditioner Will
Worsen Fuel Economy: Remember hearing your
father say, “Turn the A/C off! It wastes gas!” While the
A/C compressor does pull power from the engine, thus
using more gas, the effect appears to be fairly minimal
in modern cars. Furthermore, putting the windows
down, especially at elevated speeds, tends to increase
drag thereby canceling out any measurable gain from
turning the A/C off. According to an Edmunds.Com
test, driving with open windows produced roughly the
same miles per gallon as using the A/C. 

Myth #4 — Avoid Filling Up When a Tanker Is
on Site: There’s no arguing that when a tanker fills a
station’s underground tanks, it’ll stir up any deposits at
the bottom of the tank. However, the gas station’s fil-
ters should remove any sediment well before it reach-

es the nozzle, so it will not clog your car’s gas filter.
Also and as described in Myth #1, the Department of
Weights and Means not only inspects the pumps, but it
periodically takes fuel quality samples for chemical
analysis to ensure that the station meets state and
national legal requirements.

Myth #5 — Only Buy Brand Name Gas: It’s
important to note even before addressing this myth
that simply stated, octane is a measurement of how
hard it is to ignite the gas and has nothing to do with
the quality of the gas. With that said, one prevailing
Internet theory holds that “top tier gasoline stations”
provide a higher quality gas which will yield better
economy. The fact is that most brands of gas come
from the same refinery for a given region—only the
company’s specific additives are different. So check
with GasBuddy.Com and buy from the least expensive
source, which is usually found at an independent sta-
tion.  

Myth #6 — Parking in the Shade Will Stop Gas
from Evaporating: We don’t know where this one
originated, but it’s totally bunk, too. Modern cars have
closed loop systems so gas from a regularly used vehi-
cle will not evaporate from the tank.

Myth #7 — Using a Higher Octane Will Improve
Fuel Economy: When deciding on what grade of
gasoline to use, we recommend first reading the
owner’s manual to determine if a particular grade of
gasoline is “required” or if it’s “recommended.” If it is
recommended, a lower grade of gas could be used if
you’re willing to accept a slight reduction in perform-
ance.  Most modern cars have a sophisticated engine
management system, which is the equivalent of having
a laptop under the hood your car. The EMS controls
the knock sensors and will protect the engine from
pre-detonation that can cause internal damage.
Therefore, we recommend using the lowest octane gas
that won’t make your engine knock.

Myth #8 — Keep Wheels Aligned for Better
Mileage: It is important to regularly inspect suspen-
sion and chassis parts for damage and misalignment.
In addition to just being unsafe, bent wheels, axles,
bad shocks, broken springs, etc. will increase fuel con-
sumption by creating a drag on the engine. But while
a misaligned car will ruin a perfectly good set of tires,
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Gas-Saving Myths
By Bill Shaw and Andrew Gunn, Curry’s Auto Service

Continued on page 15
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New Members
The Greater Washington Section welcomes all its new members. We hope that you will join us soon at

one of our upcoming events. Please feel free to call any officer for information on our activities and
what you can do to get involved.

William Black
Edenton, NC

Beau Blanco
Rockville, MD

Hank Bumpus
Frederick, MD

Charles J. Cadden
Oakton, VA

Taylor F. Cameron
Warwick, MD

Gill Cochran
Annapolis, MD

Richard F. Cody
Frederick, MD

Patrick Dattilio
Hagerstown, MD

Chanson Finney
Fairfax, VA

Gregory A. Hodge
Ft. Washington, MD

Eric Hughes
Washington, DC

Alvah E. Ingersoll
Springfield, VA

Evaudnee B. James
Washington, DC

Dolf Kamper
Baltimore, MD

Sandy Knickerbocker
Gaithersburg, MD

Monte Nash
Timonium, MD

William Patterson
Hurlock, MD

Milton Paul
Winchester, VA

Paul J. Ritter
Madison, VA

Joseph W. Saunders
Alexandria, VA

Arthur J. Stouffs
Bethesda, MD

Sabrina Whitfield
Upper Marlboro, MD

it has minimal effect on fuel economy.
Myth #9 — Additives Don’t Work: For the most

part, this is a true statement. However, bogus gas addi-
tives that promise phenomenal performance and
improved gas mileage—often referred to as “snake
oils” —should not be confused with legitimate prod-
ucts like Chevron’s Techron or BG’s 44K that are
designed to clean the entire fuel system. Normal wear
and tear, high temperatures and poor quality gasoline
can contribute to a buildup of olefin wax, dirt and car-

bon on the fuel injectors, all of which inhibit perform-
ance. Using a proven fuel injection cleaner at least
once a year will remove these deposits and help
improve the efficiency of your engine.  

Myth #10 — A Clean Car Will Provide Better
Gas Mileage: While the remains of 1,000 bugs plas-
tered across the front of your car isn’t very attractive,
it really won’t adversely affect the aerodynamics or
the fuel economy. As an aside, by regularly cleaning
your car, hopefully you will notice things like under-
inflated tires, dirty or clogged air filters, or other gas-
robbing issues, which will ultimately affect fuel econ-
omy.

Gas-Saving Myths — Cont’d from page 13
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Maryland Greater Washington Section License Tags 

Maryland license tags with the section logo and the words “Mercedes-Benz Club” on them are still avail-
able. These plates will not be available through the MVA. You can purchase them only through the club,
and they can only be put on a Mercedes-Benz. Please send the form below to Ed Hainke, coordinator of
the program, with two checks: one payable to GWS-MBCA in the amount of $10, and the second check
payable to MVA in the amount of $25. Ed will then contact you for the required MVA information.

Maryland
Greater Washington Section Tags

Name ____________________________ Member # __________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Phone (h) ______________________________ (w) ____________________________

Send this form and two checks payable to
GWS-MBCA for $10 and MVA for $25 to:

Ed Hainke
10755 Sawpit Cove Road

Lusby, MD 20657

MARYLAND

M
B 0001

MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB
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The Trading Post

380 SL, 1985: Champagne/brown top and interior. 60,200
miles, excellent condition #2, both tops. Always garaged,
all original, beautiful. $21,000. Call Arnie at (443) 262-
9176 or e-mail weisshaar@msn.com.

280 SL, 1970: Silver/red leather, 93K original miles, auto,
6-cyl. fuel injected, hard & soft top, jumperseat, AC,
Original tool kit, owners & parts manuals. $30,000.00 call
Tom@ (410) 414-8014 or e-mail sdhyatt15@aol.com.

Alloy Wheels: Four Continental tires, very good condition,
mounted on 205/75Rx16 alloy wheels in excellent condi-
tion. Set came off my 2000 E320 sedan. Best offer over
$600. Call Hugh at (410) 480-3631.

Seeking information: Looking for information on where
to obtain a burlwood steering wheel insert for a 1984 380
SL. Most grateful for any assistance! Please contact Bill
Lofquist at (703) 860-0377 or by e-mail at
btlofquist@comcast.net.

Trading Post Advertising Information
Any GWS member may place an ad of up to six lines

in length free of charge in the Metro Tri-Star. Include
your name, membership number, address and phone
number(s) with area codes on your hand-printed or
typed copy. Personal ads will appear for two issues. Ads
should be sent to: Metro Tri-Star, 1307 Warrington
Place, Alexandria, VA 22307; telephone (703) 765-9405;
or e-mail:janetmcfarland@earthlink.net.

Nonmembers may submit a single personal ad for
$45. For business ad rates, contact Janet McFarland at
the same number.

We will print a photograph (from color or black and
white original or from high-resolution digital image) with
your ad for $20. If you would like the photo returned,
enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope. All
checks should be made payable to: GWS-MBCA.
Advertising copy must be received by the 15th of the
month preceding publication or the ad will appear in the
following issue. The editor of the Metro Tri-Star shall
have sole discretion in determining ad acceptability.

Photos from the Drivers’ School at VIR

Thanks to Janet McFarland for
these photos taken June 15-16 at
the drivers’ school at VIR. Above,
Kelly Smith, John Krahulec, Steve
Walters, Jim Smith and Al Angulo
rest between group heats. All agreed
it was a great event!

Bill Stewart was certainly
having fun in his 190 16V.

Jerry Kintigh
with his 500 SL

John Krahulec
takes to the track
in his FAST E55. 
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Officers
President

Joe Wozney
1625 Park Overlook Drive
Reston, VA 20190-4920
(703) 437-7866/FAX (703) 481-6222
E-mail: JoeWozney@aol.com

Vice President
Bill Hopper
5455 Broad Branch Road, NW
Washington, DC 20015
(202) 363-4189
E-mail: WWHRestoration@att.net

Secretary
Eric Wagner
18 West Uhler Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22301
(703) 549-5261
E-mail: wagnerek@comcast.net

Treasurer
Jim Glenn
9513 Mount Vernon Landing
Alexandria, VA 22309-3222
(703) 360-1669
E-mail: jrglenn@erols.com

Metro Tri-Star Editors

Deborah Hirtes (703) 521-3120 
Janet McFarland (703) 765-9405

Regional Director

Greg Magnus
(804) 915-7379
E-mail: greg@eoecho.com

Board Members – Appointed
Harry Newman (540) 869-4274

Dave Thompson (703) 406-1586

Board Members – Committee Chairs
Driving Events

Joe Wozney (acting chair) (703) 437-7866

Membership (call 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.)

Deborah and Klaus Hirtes (703) 521-3120
E-mail: kdhirtes@comcast.net
FAX: (703) 521-0819

Technical
Open

Social
Open

Past President Dick Pedersen

Ad Hoc Committees
Concours

Open

Online Bulletin
Janet McFarland (703) 765-9405

Webmeisters
Dave Thompson (703) 406-1586
Paul Vandenberg (703) 478-2158

Technical Advisors
Rick Ellinger, RC Imports (301) 762-4205
Bob Hafenmair

Star Auto Serv (410) 399-7827
Larry Hook, ASC (703) 284-2490

Section Officers, Board Members
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THERE ARE THOSE

WHO SAY THE CAR IS ONLY

A MACHINE.

RIGHT.

SO IS THE HUMAN HEART.

www.euromotorcars.com 
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