
Mid-Atlantic Concours and Picnic
Sunday, August 21, 2005

Sunday, August 21 promises to be a perfect
day for a concours d’élegance, swim-
ming, food and drink, a silent auc-

tion and lots of fun.
This year, GWS member Steve

Newby has once again offered to
open the grounds of his lovely estate
in North Potomac for our event.

Be sure to have your swimsuits
with you so you can enjoy a dip in the
pool. And don’t forget to bring along
blankets or chairs if you want to sprawl
out on the lawn.

There is no fee to enter the concours, but we
do need to know in advance how many cars to
expect, so please fill out the registration form on
page 14 and send it in as soon as possible.

Additionally, we will hold a silent auction for the
benefit of The Hospital for Sick Children and
Children’s Hospital. Both local and national mer-
chants will be contributing items for this worthy
cause, and we ask that you contribute a “treasure” as
well (no white elephants, please). All items will be
sold to the highest bidder.

Membership anniversary pins will be presented to
those section members who are celebrating five-year
multiple (5, 10, 20, etc.) anniversaries.

Members with cars in the concours should plan to
arrive between 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. We will have a
clean car/display class that is not judged. Folks
attending the picnic will vote for their favorites. All
you need to do is wash your car and bring it out!

The street and show class cars will be judged.
Show class cars will have their undercarriages
included in the judging, which begins at 11:00 a.m.

Awards will be presented around 3:30 p.m.
The cost for the picnic is $15 per person. The cost

at the gate will be $20. 
For additional information on the concours,

contact Bill Hopper at (202) 363-4189, or
for questions about registration, call

Phillip Alexander at (703) 718-0128.
The registration form is on page 14.
Directions: From I-495 (the

Beltway), take I-270 north. Take the
local I-270 lanes toward Montrose
Road. Take Exit 6B - Montgomery
Ave/MD 28 west toward Darnestown.

Turn left onto Darnestown Road. Turn
left onto Travilah Road. Turn right onto

Split Creek Court. The house is at 12716
Split Creek Court.
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Coming in August!

ASC Arlington to Host
DIY Tech Session

Saturday, August 20, 2005

American Service Center has invited us to more
fun than you can shake a dipstick at. Bright
and early on August 20, they will host THE

TECH EVENT of the year, a DIY tech session.
Bring your car, your tools and enjoy the use of their
lifts and facilities. Consult with a dozen super-help-
ful, expert Mercedes technicians and parts advisors.

Think I’m exaggerating? Just ask anyone who
has attended before, and they will tell you there is
no better opportunity anywhere to have fun with
your car and your fellow club members. Check the
GWS website for a description of last year’s event,
and mark your calendar now. Questions? Ask Steve
Walters at gwsTech@earthlink.net. The registration
form is on page 13.
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July 10 Autocross #4: Winchester, VA
Contact: Joe Wozney — (703) 437-7866

July 30-31 Drivers Ed Event
Summit Point Raceway
Contact: Joe Wozney — (703) 437-7866

August 20 DIY Tech Session
American Service Center
Contact: Steve Walters — (703) 765-9405

August 21 GWS Picnic and Mid-Atlantic
Concours d’ Elegance
Potomac, MD
Contact: TBA

August 28 Autocross #5: Winchester, VA
Contact: Joe Wozney — (703) 437-7866

Sept. 10-13 Tri-O-Rama
VA International Raceway (VIR)
Contact: Joe Wozney — (703) 437-7866

Sept. 14 Open Defensive Driving Day at VIR
Contact: Joe Wozney — (703) 437-7866

Sept. 25 Autocross #6: Winchester, VA
Contact: Joe Wozney — (703) 437-7866

October 1 First Saturday Tech Session
8 a.m. - 10 a.m., $10
Contact: Steve Walters — (703) 765-9405

October 2 Deutsche Marque
Nottoway Park, Vienna, VA

October 16 Autocross #7: Winchester, VA
Contact: Joe Wozney — (703) 437-7866

October 22 Dent Wizard - Rockville, MD

Nov. 5 First Saturday Tech Session
8 a.m. - 10 a.m., $10
Contact: Steve Walters — (703) 765-9405

Nov. 6 Autocross #8: Winchester, VA
Contact: Joe Wozney — (703) 437-7866

Nov. 12 Junkyard School, 107 SL Windows & Heat
Potomac German Auto, Frederick, MD

Dec. 3 First Saturday Tech Session
8 a.m. - 10 a.m., $10
Contact: Steve Walters — (703) 765-9405

Regional and National Events 2005

July 16-19 StarTrack 2005
Pittsburgh, PA
Contact: Bob Speer
respeer@attbi.com

Sept. 10-14 Tri-O-Rama 2005
Danville, VA
Hosted by GWS
Contact: Joe Wozney — (703) 437-7866

Calendar of Events
Greater Washington Section Events 2005
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Events from the Central
Virginia Section

August 27 Williamburg Winery Tour
Williamsburg, VA
This event will depart from the Richmond 
area.
Contact Harold Suter at (804) 285-2239

October 8 Historical Photo Rallye and Dinner Party
Fredericksburg, VA
The history and the scenery are two great
reasons to join us for this rallye event. But
we’ll also enjoy dinner at a colonial restau-
rant, event prizes and more. We’ll meet in
the Fredericksburg area and drive the back
roads until we reach our destination. You
will be challenged to identify the landmarks
in the pictures provided to win rallye prizes.
Contact Richard Schwartz at (540) 891-
5334.
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You Guys Are the Worst! No, You Are!

Two weeks ago, a study commis-
sioned by GMC Insurance on the
adherence to driving rules was

released. GMAC Insurance is part of the
financial arm of General Motors. The
study was based on a test composed of 20
questions meant to measure basic knowl-
edge of traffic laws and driving safety. The
test was administered to 5,000 licensed
drivers between the ages of 16 and 65 from all over
the United States. The study also surveyed the partic-
ipants’ driving habits.

The GMAC National Driver’s Test results con-
cluded that 1 in 10 drivers would fail a state driver’s
exam if taken today! My first reaction was “Wow”
that’s a lot of bad drivers! When I thought about it, I
realized that that number is probably low… really
low.

Drivers expressed that interpreting road signs and
merging into traffic were the most difficult exercises.
And get this: one in five drivers did not know that a
person in the crosswalk has the right of way!
Compounding this level of ignorance, one in three
drivers speeds up to make a yellow light even when
pedestrians are present!

Even though they’ve recently taken the test,
younger drivers are most likely to fail a written driv-
ing test, and drivers between the ages of 50 and 64
are most likely to pass.

What is most scary is that the worst drivers are in
the Northeast and mid-Atlantic states. Fully twenty
percent of the test-takers in those states failed. Rhode
Island leads (?) the U.S. in driving dumbness. That
little state had a test score average of just 77… bare-
ly above the minimum passing grade of 70. Next in
line? Massachusetts. Third was New Jersey… but I
know that’s an error. I learned to drive in New Jersey.
New Jersey is one of the few states with a mandatory
“keep right except to pass” law, and it really works.

You will get pulled over for chilling out in the left
lane.

Number 4 worst state is New York. I wonder if the
results would have been the same if they’d
not included New York City… or New York
City taxi drivers.

Almost forgot… tied with New York at
number 44 were Maryland and Washington,
D.C. No surprise there! I’m going to raise
the ire of nearly fifty percent of our mem-
bers, but driving is hell there, and I cannot

believe that drivers actually scored an average as
high as 79.8 on the test. (However, I am sure that all
club members living in the District and the Free State
are the exception and are incredibly good drivers.) If
you’ve driven on I-495 near the Mormon Temple or
I-70 from the Beltway to Gaithersburg, you’ve expe-
rienced hundreds of test failers! You’d be safer in the
middle of the pack at a NASCAR race while driving
a 1970 Ford Pinto on snow tires.

Virginia? Virginia was tied for 15th best with
Alabama and Nevada. My adopted state did signifi-
cantly better than I would have thought. Perhaps the
state would have achieved an even higher ranking if
Northern Virginia were excluded. (There are a lot of
folks in Virginia who wish everything north of
Fredericksburg were excluded!)

The best states? In order, starting from the very
best, were Oregon, Washington, Iowa and Idaho.

What do these results tell us? Are people having
friends take the written test for them? Do people
become suddenly stupid and/or forgetful when they
get behind the wheel? Why are there so few public
service announcements reminding drivers about the
rules of the road? Why are so many pedestrians killed
in Montgomery County? With so many circles in
D.C., why do so few drivers know the rules for enter-
ing a circle?

Send me an email with your road rants and we’ll
try to put them together in future articles.

— Joe

From the President . . .



The Greater Washington Section will host the last
Mercedes-Benz Club of America national event
to be held this year on September 10-13, 2005.

The headquarters hotel will be the Marriott Courtyard
in Danville, Virginia.

Tri-O-Rama opens with early registration on Friday
and a concours d’élegance on Saturday. We hope to
attract beautiful and exciting cars from all over the
East. On Saturday evening, everyone will celebrate the
concours and our coming together with a welcome
reception.

Sunday is a busy day! There will be a defensive
driving school, an autocross and a rallye.

The concours d’élegance is a showing of cars. The
cars are prepared and cleaned to appear as close to
“showroom original” as possible. Cars are classed in
accordance with rules established by the National
Events Committee. The event is judged and trophies
are awarded for Best of Class, Best of Show, Judges’
Choice, and People’s Choice (Display Class). Display
cars are not judged.

Defensive driving is a non-competitive series of
small specific courses, marked by pylons, which are
designed to improve driving skills and assist the driver
in better understanding how his/her car will react dur-
ing turning and threshold braking. Most of the courses
are low-speed events and are recommended for all
drivers even if they will not be entering the autocross
or track events. Drivers entering track events (other
than acceleration runs) are required to take the defen-
sive driving school.

An autocross is a low-to-moderate-speed driving
event held on a parking lot or similar area. The course
of gates, straightaways and turns is designated by
pylons. The object is to traverse the course as quickly
as possible without striking the cones or going 
“off course.” Drivers are permitted to walk the course
beforehand to become familiar with the layout, the
track surface, the turns and any unusual conditions.
Trophies are awarded for all classes as established
under the National Event Rules.

A rallye is a competitive drive on local highways
and roads. A driver and navigator drive a selected route
and answer questions from information gathered on the
rallye (and occasionally some brain teasers). Mileage,
time and answers to the questions all count toward the

final score. Trophies are awarded for the best placings
and are presented to both driver and navigator.

Since the concours, welcome reception, rallye and
autocross all take place on the weekend, there’s no
excuse for not joining us in Danville!

On Monday and Tuesday, we’ll be at Virginia
International Raceway for a performance driving
school, acceleration runs and time trials. (Paul
Newman has called VIR the most beautiful track in
America!)

The performance driving school is a noncompetitive
and instructional school on a racetrack with a trained
in-car instructor. Emphasis is on handling, control,
braking and proper use of the hands and eyes. With 10
or more cars on the track at one time, safety is a pri-
mary concern, and drivers must attend a classroom ses-
sion before beginning the school.

The acceleration run is an approximate quarter- mile
race from a standing start. The object is to complete the
distance in the shortest possible time. Cars are on the
track one at a time and are given a minimum of three
runs. Trophies are awarded for all classes as established
under the National Event Rules.

Time trials are competitive laps on the full race-
course. No more than two or three cars are on the track
at one time. The procedure consists of a warm-up lap,
three consecutive timed laps, and a cool-down lap. To
participate in time trials, drivers must have completed
the defensive driving and performance driving schools.
Trophies are awarded for all classes as established
under the National Event Rules.

And, if that’s not enough, there will be an optional
extra day of track time on Wednesday, September 14.
No competition. No pressure. Just hours of driving
time.

We’ve planned four (or five) fun-filled days for you.
However, this is a great opportunity for those members
who cannot take off during the week to join us for at
least two days of action on the weekend. Whether you
come to one, two or all of the events, Tri-O-Rama 2005
promises to be an exciting affair and our best yet. And
Danville is only a four-and-a-half-hour drive from
Washington. Plan to attend what has become the club’s
premier national event. Check the section’s web site
<www.gws-mbca.org> for more information and a reg-
istration packet.

July 2005 5

Tri-O-Rama 2005
September 10-13, 2005, Virginia International Raceway
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Autocross #2

For our second autocross of the season, Pete
Gochman designed a somewhat faster course
than his April layout. And it produced a differ-

ent result. For the first time, François Bru took FTD
in his slightly modified, very modified, fully modi-
fied, totally non-stock Subee WRX. Needless to say,
François was very excited with the win and said that,
like Michael Schumacher, he was on track to domi-
nate the field for years to come, or something like
that. Because of the index, Francois ended up fourth
overall.

Newcomer (to our events) Marshall Cone took
first in his 2002 Mini Cooper. Quite a run in an H
Stock car! Next up was the man who knows the
indexing (and his car) better than anyone. Bill Lear
has been a consistent winner for years and ripped off
a great 43.5 second run. Third was Mike Wirt in what
I believe was the 17th car we’ve seen him drive in
three years—his Audi S4.

After François, Fernando Puig took fifth with a
great run in his F Stock ’Merican iron Mustang GT.
Course designer Pete Gochman was sixth in his
Honda S2000. The next two positions were filled by
the Jens brothers—John and Jeremy—in their VWs.
Carl Beveridge sold out and left the Benz at home
and drove his WRX to ninth place. Ramsey Khoury
rounded out the top 10 in another Subee.

In the women’s non-Mercedes class, Bobbie
Wozney took the “other marque” FTD and first over
Sharon Payne and Barry Gochman. Check out the
index times! The three drivers were separated by less

than 2 tenths of a second with a 38.292, a 38.366, and
a 38.483! Very impressive.

In the Mercedes 16-Valve class, Bill Stewart took
the win over Ted Joseph and Denise Dersin. Ted and
Denise were only 80 thousandths apart. Denise took
the overall Fastest Ladies Time of day.

Jim Smith made the drive from Williamsburg to
beat Bill Hopper and Julian Reeves in the 190-
Class/C-Class group. Rumor has it that Jim has
friends at VDOT who place cones on I-95 for him to
practice with on the way up.

In the continuing battle of Mercedes classics,
Deborah Hirtes handled Greta O’Malley by a second
on the women’s side, and Klaus Hirtes eked out a
one-tenth second win over Greta’s other half, Hans.
In the SL Class, John Robinson dominated newcom-
er John Cleland, but that will tighten up when the lat-
ter gets a few events under his belt.

Slowest time of day went to Diesel class winner
Ben Weber. His competition—rumored to be some-
one of national prominence—had promised to show
but obviously chickened out when he heard just how
fast Ben is in his oil-burning screamer.

Fastest Mercedes Time of Day went to Bruce Roth
in his ever clean SLK32. Bruce defeated fellow AMG
drivers Jim Glenn and Larry Paulick.

Lots of cars, lots of runs, and lots of fun. Come on
out and watch. We’ll get you hooked! By the time
you get this newsletter, we’ll be preparing for the July
event. See you there!

pylon
alley

by
Joe Wozney

Autocross Schedule

Autocross #4....................July 10

Autocross #5....................August 28

Autocross #6....................September 25

Autocross #7....................October 16

Autocross #8....................November 6
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2005 Autocross #2 Results
DRIVER CAR BEST TIME POINTS
Bill Stewart 86 190E16V 43.242 10 
Ted Joseph 86 190E16V 44.709 9 
Denise Dersin* 86 190E16V 44.789 8 

Jim Smith 92 190E 2.6 45.701 10 
Bill Hopper 97 C 280 46.233 9 
Julian Reeves 03 C 320 46.477 8 

Deborah Hirtes 67 230 SL 47.033 10 
Greta O'Malley 72 300 SEL 48.444 9 

Klaus Hirtes 67 230 SL 45.533 10 
Hans O'Malley 72 300 SEL 45.659 9 

John Robinson 88 560 SL 45.648 10 
John Cleland 96 SL 500 54.097 9 

Bruce Roth** 02 SLK32 AMG 42.844 10 
Jim Glenn 03 E55 AMG 47.984 9 
Larry Paulick 04 SL55 AMG 51.576 8 

Ben Weber 81 240 Diesel 51.890 10 

Other Marques 

DRIVER CAR BEST TIME CLASS INDEX INDEX TIME POINTS
Bobbie Wozney*** 85 Porsche 911 46.641 BSL 0.821 38.292 10 
Sharon Payne 93 Saab Viggen 49.061 GSL 0.782 38.366 9 
Barry Gochman 02 Subaru WRX 47.984 STXL 0.802 38.483 8 

Marshall Cone 02 Mini Cooper 43.602 HS 0.777 33.879 10 
Bill Lear 92 Integra GSR 43.573 GS 0.782 34.074 9 
Mike Wirt 00 Audi S4 43.125 DS 0.796 34.328 8 
François Bru**** 02 Subaru WRX 40.879 SM 0.842 34.420 7 
Fernando Puig 99 Mustang GT 42.864 FS 0.805 34.506 6 
Pete Gochman 03 Honda S2000 41.225 BSP 0.839 34.588 5 
John Jens 02 VW GTI337 43.768 STS 0.799 34.971 4 
Jeremy Jens 04 VW R32 44.071 STS 0.799 35.213 3 
Carl Beveridge 03 Subaru WRX 42.381 SM 0.842 35.685 2 
Ramsey Khoury 04 Subaru STI 43.316 AS 0.828 35.866 1 
Gonzalo Puig 02 Subaru WRX 42.824 SM 0.842 36.058 1 
Harry Newman 97 Subaru SVX 46.282 GS 0.782 36.193 1 
Bob Robinson 87 Corvette 43.929 AS 0.828 36.373 1 
Ian Baker 99 Corvette 43.678 SS 0.837 36.558 1 
John Chang 05 Subaru Forester 45.771 STS 0.799 36.696 1 
Eric Stieve 88 Toyota Celica 43.730 SM 0.842 36.821 1 
Joe Wozney 85 Porsche 911 44.985 BS 0.821 36.933 1 
Michael Rierson 05 Lotus Elise 44.206 SS 0.837 37.000 1 
Greg Knoll 98 Boxster 44.716 AS 0.828 37.025 1 
Edward Hahn 05 Lotus Elise 44.341 SS 0.837 37.113 1 
Joel Watkinson 00 Mustang GT 46.475 FS 0.805 37.412 1 
Matthew Yip 68 Morris Mini 48.181 HS 0.777 37.437 1 
Alex Jacocks 99 Corvette 45.841 SS 0.837 38.493 1 
Ron Mummert 93 Nissan240SX 50.799 GS 0.782 39.725 1 
Matthew Zint 05 VW Jetta TDI 51.338 HS 0.782 39.889 1 
N. Chowdhury 05 Honda S2000 48.933 AS 0.828 40.517 1

* LFTD -  Ladies fastest time of 
the day

** MB-FTD -  Fastest time of the 
day in a Mercedes-Benz

*** OM-LFTD -  Ladies Fastest time
of the day in a non-MB marque

**** FTD -  Fastest time of the day

Scores also are available on-line
at www.gws-mbca.org
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Mercedes Only Autocross

Driver Car Best Time Honors  
Denise Dersin 86 190E 16V 58.89 Fastest time of the day.  
Carl Beveridge 02 C32 AMG 59.187 Mens fastest time of the day.  
Ted Joseph 86 190E 16V 59.451 Shared his car the most.  
Gary Wallick 86 190E 16V 60.197 Came the longest distance.  
John Krahulec 04 E55 AMG 60.224 Fastest really big car.  
Pete Gochman 02 WRX 60.322 Weirdest looking Mercedes.  
Julian Reeves 03 C320 61.903 Got out of the heat first.  
Bill Repass 93 400E 62.814 Brought the hardest worker.  
Bill Hopper 97 C280 63.108 Most thorough instructor.  
Lynn Beveridge 02 C32 AMG 63.124 Fastest first time autocrosser.  
Jim Glenn 03 E55 AMG 64.748 Most relaxed driver.  
Camille West-Eversley 03 C230 65.807 Quicker than her husband.  
Peter Nark 90 SL500 66.413 Tied for most evenly matched.  
John Cleland 96 SL500 66.957 Tied for most evenly matched.  
Conroy Dean Eversley 03 C230 66.392 Best hair and attitude.  
Phillip Alexander 01 E320 69.653 Fastest wagon.  
Linda Collier 01 E320 72.599 Missed her car the most.  
George Lollar 70 280SL 75.8 Fastest classic and best kid.  
A huge thanks to the folks who made this event possible:

Joe Wozney, president GWS-MBCA; Debbie Repass for working timing all day; Bobbie 
Wozney, registration; and the instructors: Andrew Gunn, Harry & Tom Newman, Bill Hopper, 
Carl Beveridge, Pete Gochman and Ted Joseph.

On Sunday, June 12, GWS-MBCA held its annual
Defensive Driving School and Mercedes Benz-
Only Autocross. Defensive driving and autocross

may not seem to go together, but in reality, autocross is the
motor sport with the most direct application to daily driv-
ing safety. It has been an integral part of Greater
Washington Section’s Driver Education Program for years.
It is not a high speed event as the courses driven have vir-
tually no straight portions. The participants navigate
through a rapid succession of every imaginable type of
turn. To do this quickly and under control without disturb-
ing the cones marking the course sharpens the skills need-
ed to survive everyday driving situations such as the
Beltway.

Unlike many things that are good for you, like eating
roughage and doing sit-ups, autocross is fun. It’s very fun.
And after a series of car control and safety exercises with
instructors in the morning, the real fun began.

Most of the instructors took part in the autocross and a
good number of AMG models attended the event, so it’s no
surprise the upper rankings were heavily populated with
instructors, AMGs or instructors driving AMGs. But this
time, the fastest time of the day wasn’t posted by an
instructor or an AMG. Denise Dersin, in an ’86 190E 2.3
16V, took 1st place. The leader most of the day was Carl

Beveridge in a super quick C32 AMG. Clawing my way to
3rd, I very nearly suffered the indignity of two people beat-
ing me with my own car. Gary Wallick had a wheel prob-
lem with his C32 AMG and accepted my invitation to drive
the 190E 16V. Gary proved to be a natural 16V pilot, turn-
ing in a blistering time in a car he’d never driven. John
Krahulec has become a force to be reckoned with as he
hones his skills with his E55 AMG. In 6th place, the guy
who had more Fastest Times of the Day last year than any-
one, Pete Gochman, was struggling. Pete, who usually stirs
his own gears, found driving his wife Barrie’s automatic to
be a little like driving by committee. A contest to the very
end, Denise leapfrogged from 4th to 1st on the final run of
the day, with only 1.4 seconds separating 1st from 6th place.

The rivalries and spirited driving weren’t confined to
the experienced drivers. Newcomer Lynn Beveridge came
within 12/1000ths of a second of catching an instructor.
The SL500s fought it out with Peter Novick edging out
John Cleland in a bout worthy of a rematch. Couples are a
time tested entertainment formula at autocrosses, and
Camille and Dean Eversley carried on this tradition. In a
display of finesse over power, Camille showed Dean the
fast way around the course. Dean, I feel your pain.

— Ted Joseph



It’s Summit Point Time!
July 30-31, 2005, Summit Point Raceway

Want to have some real fun this summer?
Why not plan on coming to our two-day
performance driving school at Summit

Point Raceway on July 30 and 31. If you can’t make
two days, then join us for one day.

The Point is a two-mile-long track with a half-
mile straight and 10 turns. It’s a safe and fun track to
drive with lots of runoff room. For a good look at
what it’s like doing a hot lap, look up the Summit
Point page on the Internet at: <http://www.summit-
point-raceway.com>.

Are you a novice with no previous track or per-
formance driving experience? No problem! Trained
instructors will be on hand both days to teach you

about handling, turn-in points and proper turning,
braking, apexes, track-out points and more. These are
all lessons and techniques that will make you a better
driver on the street.

You’ll love the track and the instructors. And, no
one, absolutely no one, will force you to drive any
faster than your comfort zone allows. We want you to
progress at your own pace.

Don’t want to drive the new Benz? Or the old
one? You can drive any car you wish, as long as it has
$100,000 liability coverage and passes a mandatory
tech inspection. Convertibles require a roll bar or a
hard top.

All cars must be inspected before the event at a
dealer or independent shop, and you must bring the
signed or stamped safety inspection sheet to the
event! The safety tech inspection form soon will be
available for download on the club’s website.

Rates for the event are only $350 for both days or
$190 for one day. Summit Point’s own track days
(Friday At The Track or FATT) cost $225, so you
save $35 for one day and $100 for two days!
Registration at the track will be $385 for two days
and $225 for one day. To ensure we have small
groups on the track, this event is limited to 100 driv-
ers. So don’t wait to sign up!

Optional hotel arrangements have been made with
the Shoney’s Inn in Winchester for Friday and
Saturday at a special club rate of $50, plus tax. The
rooms will be held until July 17. Call them now at
(540) 665-1700 and tell them you’re with the
Mercedes-Benz Club. Shoney’s is only 15 minutes
from the track.

Listen! This stuff is good for your soul and will
help eliminate the stress in your life. You won’t know
what fun is until you get off the *#%ø Beltway and
try performance driving. Plan now on joining us! If
you have any questions, please call Joe Wozney at
(703) 437-7866.

Deutsche Marque Rescheduled
The 22nd Annual Deutsche Marque Concours

d’Elegance has been rescheduled for Sunday,
October 2, 2005 from 8:30 - 5:00 p.m. at
Nottoway Park in Vienna. (Heavy rain caused the
cancelation of the May 1 scheduled event.)

The concours will display vintage classics to
modern marvels from members of the Mercedes-
Benz, Audi, BMW and Porsche clubs.

For those of you wishing to show your cars,
you will need to register. The grounds open at
8:30 a.m. for vehicle placement and 9:00 for spec-
tators. Judging will start promptly at 10:30. 

The entry fee for showing or displaying your
vehicle is $25 per car if pre-registered by
September 25, or $30 per car if registered after
that day. Registration includes one ticket for the
wine and cheese reception. Additional tickets are
available for $10 each.

Those of you who registered for the May event
will need to re-register. Please fill out the form on
page 13 and send it to Bill Hopper at the address
indicated.

Anyone who would like to volunteer to help
out that day—staging and directing cars, tallying
score sheets, etc.—is welcome. It’s a great way to
see all the cars and meet their owners.

Please fill out the two-page registration form on
pages 15 and 16 if you plan to attend this event.
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High Gear

Ninety percent of the members of our car club
are closet racers, rallyists and concours afi-
cionados. They love the concept of taking an

“S” curve at ten-tenths. They lust after the thrill of a
fast drive down an unknown country byway. They
positively drool at the thought of a magnificently
restored starship. However, the mundane obligations
of earning a living, taking kids to soccer games and
pursuing ambitious social obligations keep them from
attending car club events on a regular basis. These
good folks live the life of car fanatics... vicariously.
God bless them, one and all!

Then there are “THE TEN.” We are the folks who
occasionally spin out into the gravel run off zone;
sometimes get lost in the boonies after dark; now and
again we bust our knuckles polishing a valve cover.
For us, the journey is the destination. The assault on
the summit is its own reward.

The club dues paid by our closet compadres make
it possible for THE TEN to buy track time, lay out ral-
lye routes and win trophies. The stay-at-homes subsi-
dize THE TENs’ extravagant lifestyle as car nuts par
excellence. However, with every privilege there
comes a concomitant duty. I fully accept the responsi-
bilities imposed on me by the social compact. I may
lay rubber on the track, seek my way through cryptic
route instructions and ogle classic cars. In return for
this privilege, however, I promise to describe my
adventures in this publication so that the couch mem-
bers can have food for their fantasies.

Just recently I pointed the star on my C230K

Sports Coupe south and headed for Cary, North
Carolina. Off to another club event. However this one
was of a somewhat different character. I was going to
represent my MBCA section at a national leadership
meeting.

At the leaders’ meeting, the principal subject of
discussion was the continuing decline in our club’s
membership. Various section leaders discussed their
attempts to keep in touch with the members on a reg-
ular basis so as to encourage participation and stimu-
late membership renewals. It was suggested that sec-
tions conduct “exit interviews” with former members
so as to ascertain the reasons for non-renewal. Some
sections advertise their events in local newspapers or
send out press releases so as to bring in new blood
from the general public. Joint meetings with other
marque-based clubs were found to be effective.

There was a lively discussion about the fact that
most sections consist of a small active core group and
a passive, silent majority who seldom attend events
but derive their satisfaction as couch readers of
newsletters and the national magazine. Strategies for
increasing the percentage of active members were
proposed by some thoughtful folks. I, personally reit-
erated my strongly held position that it is the passive
members who fund the activities of the active mem-
bers with their dues. The “non-attenders” are an inte-
gral part of our gallant company of starpeople. In my
opinion we must cater to the passive members by
improving the quality of our national publication,
THE STAR, and increasing frequency of publication
to monthly.

MBCA membership as of December 2004 was
22,588 (it has continued to decline since). The BMW
Car Club of America currently has 75,154 members
and a monthly magazine. The Porsche Club of
America currently has 53,000 members and a month-
ly magazine. At one time, when we were all bush lea-
guers with infrequent publications, MBCA was the
largest of the three clubs.

It was the consensus of those present at Cary, North
Carolina that the meeting had been useful. A sumptu-
ous southern pig roast followed the close of business.
It was hosted by MBUSA and was a high point of the
weekend for me. My navigator, Dr. Marina
Pushkareva, who was observing Lent on the Julian
calendar, enjoyed the hush puppies!

— John Kuhn Bleimaier

Moving?
New Address?

Don’t contact the Tri-Star!
send your changes to:

MBCA
1907 Lelaray Street

Colorado Springs, CO 80909
or call

1-800-637-2360
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It’s Your Newsletter, Too!

In an effort to make this newsletter more responsive
to your needs, we would like to know how you feel
about the current format and content.  We are inter-

ested in hearing from you. Perhaps you have experi-
ence with writing, producing or printing a newsletter
and would be interested in getting involved or would
be willing to be on call to give us a few tips here and
there. 
The “LOOK”

We have continued with the 7” x 8.5” size because
it stands out from other newsletters you may be get-
ting. Currently, we are using Times Roman as the text
type font. We are not locked into this size or font.
How do you feel? Have you seen something you real-
ly like or a layout that really works well in another
newsletter? Let us know. 

The “CONTENT”
We are making an effort to be timely and have the

Metro-Tri-Star hit your doorstep the first week of
every month. The reporting, editing and production is
an all-volunteer effort. With that said, we would love
to have a pool of Metro-Tri-Star writers, editors and
production people that we could trade off and on with.
Are you interested in writing or reporting on an event?
Do you have a story you would like to share?  Perhaps
you took a really nice drive somewhere in your SL and
wouldn’t mind sharing your route. Don’t be shy; drop
us a line.  
The “PRINTING”

Newsletters are typically the most expensive budg-
et item for a club like ours. We certainly are not trying
to compete with the glossy Star Magazine, which
comes out once every two months, but merely keep
our members informed about upcoming events in a
timely but not-too-expensive manner. To that end, the
newsletter is currently printed on a Xerox machine on
regular paper rather than from a plate. We realize this
affects the quality somewhat, particularly the photos.
If you have any expertise in printing, printing digital
photos in a newsletter format or ideas about how we
can better produce the newsletter, please let us know.

We welcome your suggestions, ideas and help. If
everyone does a little, a lot can be accomplished!

Janet McFarland
janetmcfarland@earthlink.net

(703) 765-9405
Deborah Hirtes

kdhirtes@comcast.net
(703) 521-3120

Mercedes-Benz
Roadside Assistance

Call 800-FOR-MERCEDES

24 hours a day

7 days a week

Meet Our New Social Chairman:
Phillip Alexander

Phillip arrived in the D.C. area with the U.S.
Army in 1961. He started at Ft. Myers and then
went to Ft. Belvoir as an Air Traffic Controller.
After that, he worked for Washington Gas in  total
quality management training and as a service tech-
nician, retiring in 1998.

Phillip notes that his father got him interested in
the Merce’Willoughby, Ohio dealership. Phillip was
hooked and has driven several models since. He
started with a 1983 300TD, “a great diesel wagon,”
and a SL450, “a real road-burner if there ever was
one.” He then got a 1985 300TD, “not quite the
same as the 1983,” then an SL380, “cute...but not
the 450SL.” Then a big step to the 300TE, and that
one lasted and lasted to the 148,000 or so mile mark
and is still going strong—but the 1998 ML320 came
out and did well until the current 2001 E320 station
wagon. “It’s my favorite now, but I’m still lusting
for the AMG version of the station wagon or would
even settle for a good version of the current E500.”

As the new chair of the social committee, Phillip
asks that everyone pitch in and help at all events. “It
is always appreciated when there are plenty of help-
ing hands.”

He added that he is always looking for new ideas
and places to go and things to do. Phillip is looking
forward to meeting all the members throughout the
coming year of events. You’ll see him at the picnic,
so stop by and say “hi.”
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EMB
Means

Parts
We strive to give you the best possible prices

on replacement parts for your Mercedes.

Both Commercial and Individual
customers are welcome.

Saturday – walk in
UPS Delivery weekdays

By appointment during the week

Call (703) 425-5380
Fax (703) 425-5330

3827 Pickett Road
Fairfax, Virginia

Potomac German Auto
Mercedes - BMW - Jaguar

Volvo - VW

The Nation’s Leader in
Mercedes-Benz Recycling

www.pgauto.com
Maryland Store 800-831-7686
Florida Store 800-275-4405
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ASC DIY Tech Session 
Saturday, August 20, 2005, Arlington, VA

Name ________________________________ Member # __________________

Address __________________________________________________________

E-mail Address ____________________________________________________

Phone (h) __________________________ (w) __________________________

Number of persons ________      x  $15 per person     = $________

Please make your check payable to: GWS-MBCA

Send to: Steve Walters, 1307 Warrington Place, Alexandria, VA 22307

Deutsche Marque Concours d’Elegance 
Sunday, October 2, 2005, Nottoway Park, Vienna, VA

Name ________________________________ Member # __________________

Address __________________________________________________________

E-mail Address ____________________________________________________

Phone (h) __________________________ (w) __________________________

Model and Year of Mercedes-Benz entered _______________

Concours Class:  Show/Street _____  Display _____

$25 for each car entered – Show/Street or Display $________

$10 each for each Wine and Cheese Reception ticket $________
(one reception ticket is included with concours registration)

Total enclosed $________

Please make your check payable to: GWS-MBCA

Send to: Bill Hopper, 5455 Broad Branch Road, Washington, DC 20015-1753
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Mid-Atlantic Concours and Picnic
Sunday, August 21, 2005

North Potomac, MD

Name(s) __________________________ Member # ________________

Street Address ________________________________________________

City____________________________ State __________ ZIP__________

E-mail Address ________________________________________________

Phone (h) ________________________ (w)________________________

Number of adults (18+) ____ x $15.00 = ______

Children (12 - 17) ____ x $10.00 = ______

Children (under age 12) ____ x $  0.00 = ______

Total enclosed (Make your check payable to GWS-MBCA) $ ______

Car entered: Model ______  Year _____ (circle one)  Show / Street / Display

Car entered: Model ______  Year _____ (circle one)  Show / Street / Display

We will bring a Silent Auction item (optional)     Yes / No

Send to: Phillip H. Alexander
6641 Wakefield Drive, #605
Alexandria, VA 22307
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Summit Point Drivers’ Ed
July 30-31, 2005

Name (Driver 1): ______________________________ Home Phone ____________________

Name (Driver 2): ______________________________ Work Phone______________________

Email Address __________________________________________________________________

Home Address __________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Driver 1 Driver's License # (req’d) ____________________________ State ______________

Driver 1: Total # of previous track events ____________

Where______________________________________________________________________

# at Summit Point ____________

Driver 1: Rate your track driving skill level (circle one):

Novice (no events)       Beginner (1-2 events)       Intermediate       Advanced 

Any other information related to your driving skills: __________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Driver 2 Driver's License # (req’d) ____________________________ State ______________

Driver 2: Total # of previous track events ____________

Where______________________________________________________________________

# at Summit Point ____________

Driver 2: Rate your track driving skill level (circle one):

Novice (no events)       Beginner (1-2 events)       Intermediate       Advanced 

Any other information related to your driving skills: __________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Please turn over to page 16 and complete the second part of the form.
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Summit Point Drivers’ Ed — page 2

Car you will be driving: Year ___________     Make___________________________________

Model__________________________________  Color__________________________________

Insurance Carrier (required)____________________________________________________

Policy #_________________________________________________________________________

Car Number(s) preferred (1st come, 1st served)_______________

Fee is $350 per person for both days and $190 for one day.

Fees at the track are $385 for 2 days and $225 for 1 day.

Cancelations within 20 days of the event will not receive a refund.

A $35 administration fee will be assessed for all cancellations.

Driver 1:   Both Days     or Saturday      or Sunday $ __________
(Circle one)

Driver 2:   Both Days     or Saturday      or Sunday $ __________
(Circle one)

Total Enclosed: $___________

Make check payable to:  GWS-MBCA

Send this form and check to: Joe Wozney

1625 Park Overlook Dr.

Reston, VA 20190



Our intrepid tech talkers munched (donuts, that
is) their way from the horn pad to the pitman
arm of a classic Mercedes steering column

during the June First Saturday Tech Talk. Along the
way, we looked at the steering lock and the ignition
switch. In olden times, Mercedes actually used small
metal implements called “keys” as a security device.
At the urging of George Stephenson, we explored
how the keys and lock cylinders operate together. The
discussion was especially relevant to Klaus Hirtes
who has a 123 wagon with a lock that always fails to
turn. We also were able to understand the cause of a
situation where the key occasionally seems impossi-
ble to turn.

Next on the column was the turn signal switch. We
looked at how the turn signals are automatically can-
celed and why they will sometimes refuse to stay on.
The simple fix for this common problem was of great
interest to all.

After a discussion of the safety-related “collaps-
ing” feature of MB columns, we explored steering
gears. With the aid of a few overhead charts and some
props, we compared and contrasted the operation of a
rack and pinion to a recirculating ball gearbox. Bill
Hopper was the first to say “ah ha,” as the complex

ball bearing system was explained, but shortly after,
the concept was clear to all. The recirculating ball
was the Benz standard up until about the turn of the
century, and often presents a $1,000 repair problem to
owners of higher mileage cars. We examined where
and how gear wear occurs and looked at how it might
be mitigated. Chuck Gainor was somewhat disap-
pointed to discover yet another fluid filter exists in
his car (in the power steering reservoir), and vowed
to change it at the first opportunity.

We were pleased to welcome first-timer John
Tatlock to the session. John brought along his beauti-
ful 280SL and gave your Tech Chair a tour of the
M130 engine.

I would like to thank all those who turned out for
the sessions this spring. (Bill Repass admitted that he
gets up earlier, on a Saturday, for these sessions than
he gets up for work on a weekday. That’s dedication.)
Everyone contributed to the dialogue, which made it
lots of fun. We look forward to seeing you in the fall
when the Tech Talk schedule resumes.

If you have suggestions for topics, let me know at
gwsTech@earthlink.net.

—Steve Walters
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Tech Talk Takes an Expected Turn

Now knowing all there is to know about the Mercedes steering column are, from left, Klaus Hirtes, Bill
Hopper, Steve Walters, Bill Repass, Jim Glenn, Chuck Gainor, John Tatlock and George Stephenson.



Matt Curry and Chris Coulter of Curry’s Auto
Service invited GWS members to a tech ses-
sion on June 11 featuring Do-It-Yourself lift

time, dyno runs and tech inspections. It was great.
Manager Mike Clairmont opened the doors of the

Dulles location to us. This was the Section’s first visit
to the Dulles facility, and it is quite a shop. About ten
lifts, a dyno, a nice customer waiting area, along with
a huge parking lot, help make this a really great place
for auto service.

The Curry’s staff couldn’t have been more helpful
or enthusiastic. Tech Rod Marshall (visiting from the
Chantilly location) kept the brake fluid flowing as he
simultaneously helped Hendrik Bakker and Ed Kane
change their brake fluid.

Dyno guru Dan Howell helped keep the wheels
turning, while tech Steve Pilkerton had the monoto-
nous task of running a pair of five liter SLs (including
Peter Novick’s SL500) at full throttle for a few min-
utes. If you think a jet engine makes a lot of noise, you
should hear a 32-valve Mercedes V-8 at maximum
power. It was just awesome. We have Troy Bittle to
thank for safely securing the vehicles so that they
stayed put as Steve put the pedal to the metal. There
were also a couple of Porsche-Benzes running the
dyno, as Carlos Roberts and your Tech Chair both
checked the veracity of their PB’s power specs.

DIY regular Mike Wasylyszyn joined us from hun-
dreds of miles north, and availed himself of all the fun.
He changed his brake fluid and had his bright yellow
SLK dyno’d and inspected. Tony Marinelli brought his
silver SLK for an oil refresh.

The GWS AMG contingent was represented by
John Krahulec who had his E55 inspected for the VIR
Drivers Ed event, and Alain Drooz who changed the
oil and brake fluid in his C32. Out of modesty, they
were kind enough not to dyno their cars in front of the
rest of us. And, as if John’s car needed more polishing,
he had Curry’s detailer Billy Evans give his car some
special attention.

DIY’er Luis Eljaieh made a frightening discovery
as he changed his engine oil. When he removed the old
oil filter, he noticed it was damaged at the bottom.
Investigating the cause, he discovered the bottom sec-
tion of yet another old filter lodged in the lower reach-

es of the filter housing. After some struggling and
some help from Rod, he got his 500SL ship-shape
again. Luis is the winner of the Largest-Oil-Spot-
Award at this event, as he managed to direct his engine
oil around the catch basin funnel and onto the floor.
This was a seven-towel spill, and one of the best in
recent memory.

Tech session regular John Sherman brought his
300D by for a dyno run and a tech inspection. John has
asked for more info on reading dyno results, and we’ll
see what we can find. Eric Wagner also dyno’d his
euro 123 (see related story below).

A new addition to the Curry’s staff is GWS mem-
ber Andrew Gunn. Many of you will remember
Andrew for the great tire advice he has given us over
the years (with a local tire chain). Skip Vachon from
Protective Film Technologies also was on hand to
show members how to prevent paint damage from
rocks using the invisible 3M film.

Special thanks go to Bill Shaw who organized the
event for Curry’s; he had the shop ticking like a VDO
Kienzle clock. He also was kind enough to help us
reschedule the event from its original date. This event
really wouldn’t have been possible without him.

GWS officers Joe Wozney and Bill Hopper were on
hand to make sure none of the snacks or lunch that Bill
Shaw had arranged went to waste, and Janet
McFarland stopped by first thing in the morning to
ensure everything got off on the right foot. The tech
sessions are about car talk, too, and we were glad these
folks came out to share their experiences with us. You,
too, can stop by at the next one, even if you’re not
inclined to DIY. Remember, tech is spelled f-u-n.

— Steve Walters

Three Times the Fun at Curry’s Tech Session
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Dyno and DIY at Curry’s 

Sneaking out of the house on weekends is not
always easy for me, but for the special Curry
D&D event I managed to slip out before any-

one noticed.  When I arrived at the garage around
8:45, Steve Walters was just getting busy with regis-
tration. My timing was good; had I arrived just 10

Continued on next page
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For the latest club news,
go to the GWS web site

at:
http://www.gws-mbca.org

minutes later, I would have been in a long line of
people having to wait for their Dyno test on Curry’s
own Mustang Chassis Dyno.

My trusty grey-market W123 200, all of 107 SAE
hp and 125 lb ft of torque, was second in line. The
first challenge was not the strapping down (which
other non-Mercedes drivers experienced a little later)
but actually finding the specs for this car. The clos-
est was from a 1977 230 which has a similar carbu-
retor to the 200. Carburetor? Yes, the 200, the last
carbureted engine developed by Mercedes, is one of
the two members of the M102 engine family that
Mercedes released in Europe in 1980. The other,
more familiar version, is the 2.3 liter injection ver-
sion sold here in the 190E 2.3.

Once the car was strapped down securely, the big
cooling fans positioned and the baseline information
captured, the car was ready for her first run.
Interestingly, the test was run in third gear since the
technician assumed that was the most direct gear,
although I thought that fourth gear was indeed 1:1.
Next time, I will make sure I have all the documen-
tation with me! The car ran without problems to the
red line at about 6200 rpm without blowing smoke or
suffering any other damage. The results showed 66.8
hp at 6000 rpm and a nice flat torque curve peaking
at, coincidentally, 66.8 lb. ft. at 3250 rpm.
Considering an estimated 20 percent loss on the
dyno, I would have expected something a little high-
er. Whatever the case may be, this dyno test was a lot
of fun and will help me in evaluating the benefit of
future work performed on the engine. But I was also
reminded again that I always have to be prepared to
have all the documentation ready for this non-U.S.-
spec car.

I continued to the DIY part, where the Curry tech-
nicians were very generous with their time and

Continued from previous page

The little engine that could...

Automotive Metal Performance, Inc.

Specializing in 113 and 107 Chassis

Full Sheet Metal Fabrication,
Modification and Reconstruction

Top Quality Coach Refinishing
Top to Bottom, Inside and Out

Interior, Electrical and Hydraulic
Work and Minor Mechanical Services

Suspension and Safety Upgrades
and Modifications

Quality and authenticity
since 1980

Contact Andy Paza (301) 223-5017
Williamsport, MD

www.amprestorations.com

advice and patiently answered the questions I threw
at them. Many thanks to Technical Chair Steve
Walters for organizing this event and the time he
took to identify trouble spots on my car.

— Eric Wagner
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Maryland Greater Washington Section License Tags 

Maryland license tags with the section logo and the words “Mercedes-Benz Club” on them are
still available. These plates will not be available through the MVA. You can purchase them only
through the club, and they can only be put on a Mercedes-Benz. Please send the form below to
Ed Hainke, coordinator of the program, with two checks: one payable to GWS-MBCA in the
amount of $10, and the second check payable to MVA in the amount of $25. Ed will then con-
tact you for the required MVA information.

Maryland
Greater Washington Section Tags

Name ______________________ Member # ____________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Phone (h) ______________________ (w) ______________________

Send this form and two checks payable to
GWS-MBCA for $10 and MVA for $25 to:

Ed Hainke
10755 Sawpit Cove Road

Lusby, MD 20657

MARYLAND

M
B 0001

MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB
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SSttaarr  AAuuttoo  SSeerrvviiccee,,  IInncc..
TThhee  BBeesstt  SSeerrvviiccee  ffoorr  tthhee  BBeesstt  CCaarr!!

Complete and comprehensive auto service on
Mercedes-Benz, Alfa Romeo, Audi, VW and BMW

((441100))  333399--SSTTAARR
((441100))  333399--77882277
11002244  YYoorrkk  RRooaadd
TToowwssoonn,,  MMDD  2211220044
((EExxiitt  2266AA  ooffff  ooff  669955))

MMDD  SSttaattee  IInnssppeeccttiioonnss
FFrreeee  rriiddeess  ttoo  hhoommee,,
wwoorrkk,,  oorr  lliigghhttrraaiill  wwiitthh
iinn  tthhee  aarreeaa
AAllll  wwoorrkk  gguuaarraanntteeeedd

GATGerman Auto Tours
Presents:

AUTO-CULTURAL EVENTS-GERMANY! 

Unique “PureMercedes” Guided Tours,
AMG, DTM, Engine Plant,

Frankfurt Auto Show, “Oktoberfest,”
Munich, Diesel Museum.

All inclusive, small groups packages
4 tours per year — see our website!

www.germanautotours.com

Tel. (800) 443-4610 or (410) 544 2225

Douglas deBoard, “TourMeister”

50th Anniversary Book

Order your copy of the 50th Anniversary
Commemorative Book of the Mercedes-
Benz Club of America now and save 15 per-

cent off the retail price.
This beautiful new historical and pictorial book

tells the exciting history of the MBCA from its
founding in 1956 to the present, as the premier
organization of Mercedes-Benz ownership and
restoration. This gorgeous 9” x 12” hardbound vol-
ume will contain hundreds of pages of clear, easy-to-
read text, with countless historic and full-color pho-
tographs of MBCA members, events and legendary
automobiles.

The publisher’s retail price is $57.95, but if you
order before August 1, the cost is only $49.95. Make
sure to order early; they are going fast!

Call Turner Publishing at 1-800-788-3350 or
order online at www.turnerpublishing.com.
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Officers
President

Joe Wozney
1625 Park Overlook Drive
Reston, VA 20190-4920
(703) 437-7866/FAX (703) 481-6222
E-mail: JoeWozney@aol.com

Vice President
Bill Hopper
5455 Broad Branch Road, NW
Washington, DC 20015
(202) 363-4189
E-mail: WWHRestoration@att.net

Secretary
Open

Treasurer
Jim Glenn
9513 Mount Vernon Landing
Alexandria, VA 22309-3222
(703) 360-1669
E-mail: JRGlenn@erols.com

Metro Tri-Star Editors

Deborah Hirtes (703) 521-3120 
Janet McFarland (703) 765-9405

Regional Director

Robby Ackerman
(757) 877-9113
E-mail: robby@ackerman.net

Board Members – Appointed
Harry Newman (540) 869-4274
Debbie and Bill Repass (703) 503-9309
Dave Thompson (703) 406-1586

Board Members – Committee Chairs
Driving Events

Joe Wozney (acting chair) (703) 437-7866

Membership (call 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.)

Deborah and Klaus Hirtes (703) 521-3120
E-mail: kdhirtes@comcast.net
FAX: (703) 521-0819

Technical
Steve Walters (703) 765-9405

Social
Phillip Alexander (703) 718-0128

Past President Dick Pedersen

Ad Hoc Committees
Concours

Open

Online Bulletin
Janet McFarland (703) 765-9405

Webmeisters
Dave Thompson (703) 406-1586
Paul Vandenberg (703) 478-2158

Technical Advisors
Rick Ellinger, RC Imports (301) 762-4205
Bob Hafenmair

Star Auto Serv (410) 399-7827
Larry Hook, ASC (703) 284-2490

Section Officers, Board Members
and Committee Chairs
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New Members

The Greater Washington Section welcomes all its new members. We hope that you will
join us soon at one of our upcoming events. Please feel free to call any officer for infor-
mation on our activities and what you can do to get involved.

Marsha A. Allen
Clinton, MD

Harold Frank Benford
Manassas, VA

Phoebe Bennett
Arlington, VA

Roger Bensenhaver
Winchester, VA

Michael D. Brennan
Oxford, MD

William Edwards
Bethesda, MD

Dr. Elaine C. Ehresmann
Fairfax, VA

Richard T. Garner
Laurel, MD

Richard V. Giardian
Springfield, VA

Vertice James Gore II
Rockville, MD

Darren McKee Hine
Charles Town, WV

Reed Hitchcock
Fairfax, VA

Douglas E. Macherey
Springfield, VA

Van J. Marshall
Washington, DC

Ann M. McGrath
Alexandria, VA

Larry R. Myers
Westminster, MD

Thomas H. Neighbors III
Vienna, VA

Jasper Stevenson Taylor
Clinton, MD

William Simon Thornton
Warrenton, VA

Alma Turner
Prince Frederick, MD

Dr. Anthony J. Viscido
Falls Church, VA

Sharon B. Wheat-Laster
Washington, DC
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Wagonwork Collision Center II
417 East Clifford Avenue
Alexandria, VA  22305
Tel: (703) 706-8151
Fax: (703) 706-5910
www.wagonwork.com

Specializing in Mercedes Benz
and other fine automobiles

The Wagonwork Collision Center Vision: Wagonwork Collision Center will
provide you the highest quality auto collision repair services. Our superior
repair and service expertise combined with a proactively monitored repair
process make us your best choice for quality repairs completed on time.

Founded in 1965

Section's Annual Financial Report

Section bylaws require that the Treasurer’s annu-
al report of the Section’s financial condition be
published in the Metro Tri-Star.  Any member

with questions on the financial report or Section
finances in general has the right to review the
Section’s books after making arrangements with the
Treasurer.

GWS-MBCA Income and Expenses
January 1 through December 31, 2004

(In Dollars)

Income
Events ......................................................39,292
National Rebates/Tri-Star Advertising ....29,341
Miscellaneous Income ..................................170
GWS Store ....................................................291
Dividends ......................................................255
Maryland Auto Tags ......................................180
..................................................................69,529

Expenses
Events ......................................................28,662
Newsletter ................................................20,404
Admin ......................................................12,338
Contributions ..............................................1,498
..................................................................62,902

Net Income (Loss)..........................................6,627
..................................................................................

GWS-MBCA Balance Sheet
(as of December 31, 2004)

Assets
Cash ..........................................................35,395
Value of Depreciable Investments..............3,513
Investments ..............................................27,081
Total Assets ..............................................65,989

Liabilities ..............................................................0

Net Worth ....................................................65,989



~acvanetten/e55. Call Andy at (240) 876-4729 or e-mail
acvanetten@comcast.net.
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Trading Post Advertising
Information

Any GWS member may place an ad of up to six lines
in length free of charge in the Metro Tri-Star. Include your
name, membership number, address and phone num-
ber(s) with area codes on your hand-printed or typed
copy. Personal ads will appear for two issues. Ads should
be sent to: Metro Tri-Star, 1307 Warrington Place,
Alexandria, VA 22307, (703) 765-9405; or e-mail:

janetmcfarland@earthlink.net
Nonmembers may submit a single personal ad for

$45. For business ad rates, contact Janet McFarland at
the same number.

We will print a photograph (from color or black and
white original or from high-resolution digital image) with
your ad for $20. If you would like the photo returned,
enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope. All checks
should be made payable to: GWS-MBCA. Advertising
copy must be received by the 15th of the month preced-
ing publication or the ad will appear in the following
issue. The editor of the Metro Tri-Star shall have sole dis-
cretion in determining ad acceptability.

At Dent Wizard we remove dents,
dings, creases and hail damage from
the exterior of your Mercedes Benz.

Our revolutionary process removes those
imperfections quickly and inexpensively.

100% Satisfaction Guarantee Lifetime Warranty

DRIVE IIN.
DENTS OOUT.

$25 OFF
Paintless

Dent Removal

Offer good for Mercedes
Club members only. Not

good with any other offer.
One coupon per vehicle.

No cash value.

For an appointment or FREE estimate call

1-800-DENT-WIZ

DDEENNTT
WWIIZZAARRDD

DENTS AWAY...SAME DAY

www.dentwizard.com

The Trading Post

190E 16V: Immaculate charcoal grey. I used to collect
16Vs and so have two for sale. This one is completely
unmolested, and I doubt one can find a cleaner one avail-
able anywhere. Asking $15,000. Call Romanus at (301)
897-2535 or e-mail romanus@romanus.com.

240D, 1976: Classic. One owner; beautiful body;
Cheyenne orange; standard shift transmission in great con-
dition. New clutch; nearly new Michelin tires. The perfect
car for the Mercedes devotee with the time & expertise to
restore the engine. Located in Fairfax. Best offer. Call
Harold at (757) 723-0839 or e-mail harolddent@hot-
mail.com.

240D, 1977: Burgundy with standard shift, good clutch
and Michelin tires. Leather seats with fairly new pads!
Recent oil change with both fuel filters and air filter. Runs
well with great mileage. Located in Alexandria. Best offer.
Call Mark at (202) 513-2684 or e-mail mwagner@npr.org.

250S, 1967: Dark green/tan. One owner since 1976.
External restoration, garage kept. Old style alloys. Asking
$5,000 OBO. Call Ralph at (301) 868-3974.

280SL, 1970: Collector’s dream! NO rust, all original,
only 1 prior owner. Green with black interior, includes
hard top, all books/manuals. A/C, new stainless exhaust,
new canvas soft top, new brakes and tires. Asking $20,500
OBO. E-mail for pictures. Call Phoebe at (703) 276-8666
or e-mail wdcpb@msn.com.

280SL, 1970: Silver/red leather. 93K original miles, auto.
6-cyl. fuel injected. Hard and soft top, jumper seat, AC,
original tool kit. Owner and parts manuals. $30,000. Call
Tom at (410) 573-1528 or e-mail sdhyatt15@aol.com.

300TD Parts: Becker radio/cassette player, OEM service
manuals, hood ornament, back-up lenses, parking brake
shoes, rear door shocks, oil filter & case of 15-40W oil. All
to fit 1985 (W123). Call George at (410) 570-4449.

300SD Turbo, 1984: Silver/Grey, Grey interior, no rust, 1-
CD changer. 230K miles, reconditioned engine 35K miles
ago, all records, been to a lot of tech sessions for fluid
changes and the like. Runs great. Asking $2,975. Call
Nasir at (703) 360-9422.

450SL, 1977: Bronze/tan leather. Mint condition. 106K
miles. V-8, garage kept, 2 tops. Original owner! You’ve got
to see it. We love it and so will you! $13,200. Call Judy at
(703) 620-9091.

E55,  2004: Silver /charcoal  and blue.  COM-
MAND, 6-Disc in-dash CD, more! Showroom qual-
ity. 20K miles. $74,400. Full details at home.comcast.net/
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SERVICE.

It’s more than fixing a car.

Often it’s what we give to each other.

Along the lines of making a better neighborhood

or town or country or world.

It’s how big things happen.

And it’s good to know there are people

like you out there.

A thought to leave you with from the

men and women of EuroMotorcars.

EuurrooMoottoorrccaarrss
WASHINGTON’S FIRST CHOICE FOR LUXURY

Bethesda, MD  301.986.8800
www.euromotorcars.com
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