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Election Rings in a New Era
New Executive Board dares to take our club into
the future, read about their plans
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Message from the 
President
By Lee Ewing

The Texas Star

It is such an honor and a privilege to be elected as the President 
of the North Texas Section! For those who don’t know me, I have 
been a club member since 1998 and have owned 14 Mercedes since 
then. I am married to my lovely wife, Lucia, I have a 13 year old 
daughter, Kayla, and a Lab, Merlot. I recently retired from South-
west Airlines, and a short time ago, graduated from The Culinary 
Institute of America and now I own my own business called Culi-
nary at Home L.L.C.
The main points I want to work on with the club during my term, is 
to build on our image management, which would include the club 
being more well rounded for the whole family unit, so that every-
one can have a way to enhance their enjoyment of their Mercedes-
Benz. I also want to work on having a better relationship with you, 
the members, as well as with our local Mercedes-Benz dealers.
Lastly, I feel that the quality of communication needs to be im-
proved so that it reflects the image of Mercedes-Benz. We have be-
gun that with the new and improved newsletter. The newly elected 
board and I are really excited about the future, and we are looking 
forward to finding ways to help make the ownership of your Mer-
cedes-Benz more enjoyable! 
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New Board Elected Sept 25th
By Rosemary Nahas, Pictures by Doug Wofford
John Spawr officially read the list of MBCA NTX officer-nominees and board members as 
follows: Lee Ewing – President, Christopher Bero – Vice President, Gene Jurick – Treasurer, 
Rosemary Nahas – Secretary, Hyatt Cheek – Technical Director, Gail & Robert Brewer – Event 
Directors, Mark McGahan – Webmaster, Doug Wofford – Park Place Liaison, Carl Knight – 
Event Committee and Maurice Nahas – Rally Master. John Spawr made a motion to elect the 
aforementioned.  The motion was seconded by Hyatt Cheek. All attendees were in favor. 

President Elect Lee Ewing gave a short acceptance speech, describing his background and dedi-
cation to the Star Mark. Also, Vice President Elect Christopher Bero spoke a few words about 
his commitment to take the club to the next level and campaign to reach out to the broader 
membership. John Spawr and Donita Spawr received club gifts for all their hard work over the years. Penelope Gregor received 
a beautiful engraved crystal bowl for nine years of volunteer work for the club on the bi-monthly newsletter. This new board has 
set some major goals and will take our MBCA club into the future. 



Just as something begins; so it will end. My time as your President has ended; however, it must be noted that I am the last 
of my kind; the old school president. I have been on this board for almost fourteen years. I have had the privilege of seeing 
many great Presidents of our section. This not only marks the end of my presidency, but also my time on the board. In the 
past, one President passing to another has pretty much been the same old, same old. Now the club is rebranding and new 
technologies are being infused to everything we do. How we look, how we communicate and how we are perceived as a 
club. Both local, regional and nationally. Basically we are becoming a new type of club; more modern and more in-step 
with the times. This has been needed as on the national level there has been a decline in membership.

Now when I stood before you two years ago as elected President, I promised you big changes, but did not elaborate on 
them. Quite frankly, I expected these changes two years ago. However, they are just now coming to pass. I will tell you 
what I told the Board Members at my last meeting. And that is I leave you in the shadow of a new day. It is time for more 
technically advanced and younger members to take their place in the club. This is reason to be optimistic about our club’s 
future. I believe that every member and/or associate member has the right to be heard; has the right to contribute to the 
betterment of this club and I also believe they have the responsibility to make this club better. Why else would you have 
join a club which by definition is a social organization; if you did not care or desire he comradely that comes with this type 
of organization? You will still see me at events from time to time, especially the technical sessions, as they are a passion of 
mine. You will be in my thoughts and prayers. 

Past President Closing Words
By John Spawr

Do-It-Yourself Tech Session – Ewing 
Autohaus
By Hyatt Cheek and Lee Ewing
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Did you know that currently the North Texas Section holds the record for most Tech 
Sessions in comparison to the rest of the country? We pride ourselves in having some of 
the most comprehensive Tech Sessions available to our great members. And you don’t 
have to be a grease monkey to attend one of these events. 

Recently, on September 18th, we held a tech session at Ewing Autohaus Mercedes-Benz. At the session, members were 
able to put their cars up on the lifts to perform basic maintenance; such as brakes, oil changes, and valve adjustments. We 
had a total of 18 cars and our members saved a lot of money while they were assisted by the Mercedes-Benz Technicians. 
We would like to extend a thank you to Ewing Autohaus for hosting the session and we would like to thank their techni-
cians, Logan Ulrich, Ryan Beck, and Robert Cooper for volunteering their expertise. Questions? Contact Hyatt Cheek, 
our Technical Director at 214-327-6890 mbcantx@gmail.com or visit our website mbca.org/northtexas. 
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The MBCA North Texas Section First Sunday Drive was almost 
cancelled in July, as the Sunday fell on July Fourth. Never the less, 
I decided to leave it and see what happens. And I am glad I did 
because a total of six cars showed up for our event and we had a 
hot, but really fun day.

We started the trip at Starbucks and headed east to the city of 
Parker to the famous Southfork Ranch, from the hit TV show 
Dallas. Once in the middle of no where, it’s amazing that this 
ranch exists now in the middle of an urban development. Today 
Southfork is not a working ranch, but they do raise live stock on 
the grounds and have several species of animals along with Long 
Horns. 

When we entered the Ewing Mansion, I couldn’t help but feeling nostalgic, drawing me back to the time the series was 
running in the late 70’s and 80’s. Our thanks to Ms. Sherry Haughwout at Southfork, for making it made it possible for 
us to take great pictures with our cars.

A little fun fact; J.R. initially drove a reseda-green Mercedes-Benz 450SEL 
with the license plate “EWING 3” (patriarch Jock was #1), which was later 
replaced by a new reseda green 380SEL after Sue Ellen wrecked the old 
car at the entrance to the driveway at Southfork at the end of the 1979-80 
season. J.R. also occasionally drove a Cadillac Allante’ from 1987-1991.

From Southfork, we headed to the Dr Pepper/Rough Riders baseball park 
in Frisco, TX. As the MBCA group we received free covered parking, sou-
venir baseball caps, free food and soft drinks throughout the afternoon. 
It was Armed forces day at the park, so the Rough Riders jerseys were 
military fatigue colors. During the national anthem rendition by the New 
Andrews Sisters, a National Guard C-130, flew a low altitude pass over the stadium, very befitting the day’s ceremonial 
dedication. 

It was an exciting game, our Rough Riders pulled it off in the 8th inning and we beat Arkansas 9 to 8. The park acknowl-
edged our club by displaying the MBCA club name on the big stadium screen. To end the day we were treated to a spec-
tacular firework show. It was a great outing! I will surely plan a trip to our Texas Rangers Ball Park next Fourth of July. 

Looking Back at the Past Summer Events...
Hot dogs, Baseball, Fireworks and J.R. Ewing? 
By Maurice Nahas
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Summer may have ended, however that should not stop you from dreaming 
about next summers’ vacation trips. Blending rugged construction and luxuri-
ous handcrafted workmanship, the Interstate 3500 is a unique “Class B” Touring 
Coach offering exceptional safety, comfort and control. With the rigid unibody 
of a Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 3500 as its base, the Interstate combines the comfort 
and conveniences of a recreational vehicle with car-like manueverability. Dual rear 
wheels provide better road handling and increased hauling capability while Adap-
tive Electronic Stability Program (Adaptive ESP®*) and a low center of gravity give 
drivers extra confidence on the road. Powered by a Mercedes-Benz® Turbo Diesel 
engine, the Interstates exhibits a high level of fuel efficiency. 

Although it appears compact, the Interstate 3500 boasts a well-appointed cabin. With seating for up to eight people and 
sleeping room for two, its adaptable floor plan easily configures for various seating and sleeping options. Standard ameni-
ties include a 1.2 cu. ft. convection/microwave combination, a stainless steel, two-burner cook top, and a robust 3.1 cu. 
ft. refrigerator consuming 90% less power than standard models. In addition, the Interstate 3500 boasts optional features 
that place it well beyond others in its in class. Check it out: http://www.sprintertour.com

What is new with the CL? Stronger, more chiseled lines and powertain updates. The 
entry-level CL550 4Matic uses a new 4.6-liter twin-turbo V-8, while the CL63 AMG 
receives a 5.5L twin-turbo V-8 that will eventually proliferate thoughout the “63” 
AMG lineup. In base form, the new AMG makes 536 hp and 590 lb-ft of torque, but 
an optional performance package raises output to 563 hp and 664 lb-ft. The CL63 
also adopts the seven-speed automatic found in the SL63 AMG, the CL550 uses a 
conventional seven-speed automatic. Changes to the CL65 AMG’s V-12 are more 
subtle, with power increasing by 17 hp and torque remaining unchanged. The CL600’s V-12 is also untouched, and both 
V-12 models retain their five-speed automatics. So let’s just say the CL will really move you. 

To serve its graying customer base, the next-generation SL will be roomier, have a bigger trunk, and be easier to enter 
and exit. It will also feature an active suspension that literally scans the road ahead for potholes. The SL63 AMG will be 
replaced by an even more potent 5.5-liter biturbo model good for about 570 hp, but the V-12 in the SL65 AMG lives 
on and gets a 20-hp boost. This is a great new design. And like the new CL it will really dry your hair if you put the top 
down and the pedal to the medal. 

MB Makes Campers? Why Yes!
The Mercedes-Benz Sprinter Interstate 3500 

New CL and Next SL 
Source: Automobile Oct 2010



Thank you to Mark at Mattitos for hosting our 2010 Election dinner. Many years ago 
Mattitos set out to create a one-of-a-kind Mexican food dining experience. Their menu, 
built on family recipes over fifty years old, has been delighting Dallas area residents and 
visitors for almost two generations. Please visit Mattitos at www.mattitos.com.

You may have recently noticed the updated format of the email newsletter blast. As we rebrand ourselves this is the next 
step to drive a consistent look and feel across the board. Each month we’ll be sending out only two email newsletters. We 
want to make sure we have your current information on file, so you can get all of your MBCA North Texas Section event 
information and our eNewsletters. Please take a moment to call our National Business Office at 800.637.2360 or visit 
www.mbca.org to update your info.

The updated R-Class is a face lift in the truest sense of the term – the 
changes are only skin deep. Most of the updates to Benz’s luxury cross-
over are up front, including reworked headlights and foglamps and 
an edgier overall look more in line with the automaker’s design phi-
losophy. The rear of the vehicle also gets a slight nip-tuck, with new 
taillights and exhaust tips the most notable additions.

What it’s like to drive; the R-Class isn’t the most engaging drive in the 
world, but for its mission it rides well and is quiet in the cabin at speed – although we weren’t in love with the steering 
feel. If you’re in the market for an R-Class, we’d recommend the 3.0 – liter diesel-powered R350 BlueTEC 4Matic, which 
has enough oomph (210 horsepower, 400 pound feet) to propel the 5000-plus pounder, plus it gets much better mileage 
then its gas-powered R350 4Matic sibling. You’ll like diesel option, roomy cabin, top-notch interior fit and finish. You 
may not like, balky steering feel, a tad underpowered. This is a really people mover for the upscale set. 

Minivan, Please Accept Our Sincerest 
Apologies
Source: Automobile September 2010

North Texas MBCA Thanks Mattitos
By Christopher Bero

Lookout for MBCA NTX Email Blasts!
By Christopher Bero
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Executive Board

Board Members

Newsletter Information

Advertising Information

President
Lee Ewing
214/325-3147
bnzowner@yahoo.com

Secretary
Rosemary Nahas
214/548-4658
rnahas@tx.rr.com

Technical Director
Hyatt Cheek, Jr.
214/327-6890
hyattcheek@att.net

Park Place Liaison
Doug Wofford
214/443-8290
doug_wofford@park-
placetexas.com

Webmaster
Mark McGahan
214/827-3168
mcbenz@me.com

MBCA
mbcantx@gmail.com
mbca.org/northtexas

Vice President
Christopher Bero
972/824-3103
cbero@sta.samsung.com

Treasurer
Gene Jurick
972/461-1981
gjurick@tx.rr.com

Events Committee
Gayle & Robert Brewer
972/772-8022
gtbrewer4676@cebridge.net

Events Committee
Carl Knight
972/564-2524
carlknight@dcccd.edu

Rally Master
Maurice Nahas
707/815-0828
maurice@mnahas.com

This newsletter is dedicated to Jack Lovette and 
Carrie Murphy. We have donated $200 to the Muscu-
lar Distrophy Association and $200 to the American 
Cancer Society, in loving memory.

A special thanks to Tia Burch for all of her hard work 
and dedication to this newsletter.

Would you like to advertise in the next edition of the 
MBCA Newsletter? Please contact our Vice Presi-
dent of Multimedia for more information:

Phone: 972/824-3103; Email: cbero@sta.samsung.com

Don’t forget to reserve the date and come join us for a night of 
festivities at the Milestone Culinary Arts Center here in Dal-
las! This is going to be a lot of fun, a casual atmosphere, lots of 
good food,...I mean after all....it’s a culinary arts center!.... and 
a raffle with some great prizes for you to try and win! 

We will also be handing out awards for some select members 
of the Mercedes-Benz Club North Texas Section. The party 
will be held form 7pm to 11pm. Milestone is conveniently 
located at 4531 McKinney Avenue Dallas, Texas 75205 ( Just 
South of Knox Street and just North of Abacus Restaurant) If 
you would like to volunteer your time and services, please let 
us know by emailing us at mbcantx@gmail.com.

Christmas Party
December 4th
Contributed by Lee Ewing
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Mercedes-Benz Club of America
North Texas Section
5656 Turner Street
The Colony, Tx 75056

Oct 16

Nov 7

Nove 13

Dec 4

Dec 11

North Texas Clean Car Show

Hill Country Fall Drive Rally

Do It Yourself Tech Session - Autoscope

Christmas Party

Shreveport Poker Run Rally

Calendar of Events
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Event Information

Rally Location
For more information contact our Rally 
Master for exciting rallies and events 
throughout the year. Come out and join us 
for the fun and festivities!

Maurice Nahas
707/815-0828
maurice@mnahas.com

For all rallies, we will 
meet at Starbucks,
5331 E.Mockingbird Ln, 
#150, Dallas,
214-827-8101


