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Message from the 
President
By Lee Ewing

The Texas Star

I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and a good start of 
a new year. If you didn’t get to make our annual Christmas Party 
at Milestone Culinary Arts Center on December 4th, you missed 
a great party! We had over Six Thousand Dollars worth of raffle 
prizes and the food was superb! I hope you will get to make the 
next one.
As we continue to strive to make the section better, your input is 
greatly appreciated and  your participation is highly encouraged. I 
look forward to seeing each and every one of you at one of our awe-
some events, or at one of our board meetings that are held on the 
first Monday of every month. 
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Member Heritage Spotlight
By Christopher Bero
Here is a great story we received of how a car can easily become a family member. Our story starts one warm day back in 
1996, soon after Karl Strand got his gray 1982 Mercedes 240D.  That day his little son Spencer “helped” him wash and 
wax it.  Father and son, for whatever reason went up to Karl’s local office to check in on things and get the mail.  Little 
Spencer at the time was about 3 1/2 yrs old and wanted his Dad to take a picture of him sit-
ting on the long MB hood.
This has always been one of Karl’s favorite pictures, he saved over the years.  The family Benz 
had a two year hiatus from 2008 to 2010 during, in which Karl transplanted a new engine 
into it.  
For grins, father and son drove up to the same spot to re-create the photo over 14 years later, 
with him in his high school graduation attire. Spence, now a young man at UNT in Denton 
is successfully studying music. 
This Mercedes-Benz 240D is the first MB Karl ever bought.  Out of the three he has owned it 
is the only one that Karl still has today.  Karl Strand is a former MBCA North Texas Section 
President, Vice President, newsletter editor and former email coordination.  Special thanks 
to Karl for summiting this article.



One of the core commitments that your North Texas MBCA Executive Board has is 
to provide the best MBCA newsletter possible.  Over the past few months we have 
been working to develop a better newsletter that works for you and the club.  The 
newsletter will be sent via mail to you, as well as posted on our website six times a 
year.  

The newsletter is the central line of communication, next to our website and email 
blasts.  It is my goal as the editor to touch on what is important to the members.  In the 
future we plan to tap into what is happening locally in our MB community, but also 
highlight the contemporary highlights from Mercedes-Benz. Send us your comments 
at ntxmbca@gmail.com.  Have an idea for an upcoming edition?  We would love to 
hear your thoughts.

2011 MBCA Newsletter
By Christopher Bero

Choosing the Right Tires for your Benz
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Wonder what all those letters and numbers on your tire’s sidewall mean? If you like your 
current tires, buy more of the same. A tire with a different rating, but the same size and 
type may give you a smoother ride or better handling in bad weather. First, look at your tire 
label. It should look something like this: P185/60R 14 82H.  

On the tire label, “P” indicates passenger-car tire. Other variations are “LT” for light truck 
and “T” for temporary or spare tire. Next, determine how wide your tires can be. Different 
cars can fit different sizes. The “185” in our example is the section width of the tire in millimeters. Shorter and narrower 
tires have lower numbers. Understand the tire type. In this case it’s a radial tire, as shown with the “R.” 

Then, figure out how to determine if the tire can fit your wheel rim. The wheel rim in this tire is 14 inches in diameter, 
indicated by the number after the tire-type symbol. Here, 82 is this tire’s load index, according to the industry standard 
Maximum Load-Carrying Capacity chart. This tire will safely bear 1,047 lbs. (475 kg). Four of these tires can carry a fully 
loaded car weighing a maximum of 4,188 lbs. (1,900 kg). 

The last letter (H in this example) is the speed rating: Q (99 mph/159 km per hour), S (112 mph/180 kph), T (118 
mph/190 kph), U (124 mph/200 kph), H (130 mph/209 kph), V (up to 149 mph/240 kph), Z (more than 149mph/240 
kph), W (168 mph/270 kph), Y (186 mph/299 kph). Speed-rating letters indicate the maximum safe speed the tire is 
capable of carrying under ideal conditions, for an extended period of driving. You might not feel a difference between 
riding on T-rated tires and H-rated tires, but you’ll save money on the former. 
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Supercars are built to offer an unstoppable wave of thrills and take their passengers to a new dimension where nothing else 
matters. However, taking this experience outside the safety of a race track does come with its price. We are not referring 
to the tragical consequences of speeding here but rather to the financial drawbacks of putting the pedal to the metal on 
public roads. 
Many countries have strict speeding laws, with the calculated Switzerland claiming one of the top spots in the world when 
it comes to this. This is exactly what the owner of a 571 hp Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG recently found out, as wheels24.
co.za reports. The man got a little pedal-happy and pushed his vehicle up to 180 mph (290 km/h) while traveling on a 
Swiss road near Fribourg. The speed limit in the area? 75 mph (120 km/h).
The local police was on duty and reacted promptly to sanction the whole experience. The 105 mph (170 km/h) “mis-
understanding” resulted in the impounding of the $233,022 vehicle. The authorities decided to do this as a security for 
the payment of the speeding ticket the driver received. Things got this serious due to the fact that the man received a $1 
million fine for breaking the law.
The Swiss government uses a traffic offenses penalty system that calculates the amount of money paid in direct relation to 
the guilty one’s income. So, we’re guessing that the SLS’ driver has a pretty hefty bank account. Regardless of this, we’re 
pretty sure that the whole thing is one experience that he’ll certainly remember. 

SLS AMG Owner Gets $1 Million Speeding Ticket 
By Andrei Tutu

Mercedes-Benz CL More Power for the Plutocrats
Source: Automobile Jan 2011  Joe Lorio
For 2011, that doyenne of decadence, the Mercedes-Benz CL coupe, has undergone a bit of restyling at the front and 
rear, although the more substantive changes are under the long hood. Both the CL550 and the CL63 AMG have new, 
smaller V-8 engines (although that’s not reflected in their names). But never fear, 
masters of the universe. Despite the downsizing, the new engines are significantly 
more powerful than their predecessors.

The CL550 engine has gone from 5.5 liters to 4.7 liters, but it gains two turbo-
chargers and direct injection. Output jumps by 47 hp to 429 hp, and torque in-
creases by nearly a third, to 516 lb-ft. As before, output flows through a seven-speed 
automatic transmission to all four wheels. (The CL550 is the only big Mercedes 
coupe with 4Matic.)

The CL63’s powertrain features even more changes and ushers in a new era for 
AMG. The old 6.2-liter normally aspirated V-8 gives way to a new twin-turbo, direct-injected 5.5-liter, an update that will 
eventually come to all of AMG’s “63” models (including the S63, which gets the new engine concurrently with the CL). 
Standard output is 536 hp and 590 lb-ft of torque, up from 518 hp and 465 lb-ft. Opt for the AMG Performance Pack-
age, however, and the engine spins out 563 hp and 664 lb-ft (and a more indulgent top-speed limiter allows 186 mph). 
So equipped, the CL63’s 0-to-60-mph time is4.3 seconds, per AMG, against 4.4 seconds in standard trim.
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The CL63 has AMG’s seven-speed Speedshift transmission, which uses a wet clutch in place of a torque converter. Seen 
previously in the SL63 and the E63, the gearbox here has a different clutch pack and new software and is better mannered. 
Not only does it snap off superquick gearchanges and match revs on downshifts, but it now also equals the smoothness of 
a torque-converter automatic when taking off from a stop.

Speaking of stops, the CL63 incorporates an auto stop/start function-a first for Mercedes (outside of its hybrids). It 
should give a boost to real-world fuel economy, and indeed, preliminary EPA estimates for the CL63 are 15/21 mpg, 
significantly better than the 2010 model’s dismal 11/18 rating. (The CL550’s figures improve by 1 mpg both in city and 
highway driving, to 15/22 mpg.) The auto stop/start function works well, restarting quickly enough so as not to impede 
takeoff. But it’s strange how the sudden silence at red lights actually calls attention to itself-expect conversation to stop as 
well. The auto-stop feature works only if the transmission is in Comfort mode (which also makes for earlier upshifts and 
second-gear starts); in the Sport and Manual modes there is no engine shutoff.

Although the CL63’s twin-turbo 5.5-liter outmuscles its big-block pre-
decessor, don’t expect the sharp staccato bark that we know-and love-
from the 6.2-liter-and-Speedshift combo in the E63 and SL63 AMG 
cars. The CL’s rumble is a much more subtle baritone. The CL550’s 4.7-
liter V-8 is quieter, enough that you can sometimes hear the whistle of 
the turbochargers. With its new engine, the CL550 is now nearly as 
quick as its AMG counterpart, its factory-measured 0-to-60-mph time 
having dropped from 5.4 seconds to 4.8. That’s only 0.4 second behind 
the new CL63, or 0.5 second slower than the performance-enhanced 
version. What this means is that, when you bury the long-travel accel-
erator in either CL, you’re instantly beamed to the bumper of the car 
ahead.

The more muscular V-8s pretty much render the V-12 engines superfluous, but they remain in the lineup. The CL600 
retains its twin-turbo 5.5-liter twelve (510 hp, 612 lb-ft). The CL65 AMG’s biturbo 6.0-liter V-12 sees a minor power 
increase (now 621 hp and 738 lb-ft). Still, the CL65 can only tie the 563-hp CL63’s60-mph sprint, likely due to traction 
limitations. The V-12 cars are available by special order only. 

Besides their new powertrains, the big coupes’ driving experience is little changed. The air-sprung CL550 is nearly as 
compliant as an S-class. With its standard Active Body Control, the CL63 is a bit stiff-legged over bad pavement, but 
the upside is iron-fisted body control. The CL63 has essentially no body roll, and for such a heavy machine (some 4800 
pounds) it’s also amazingly resistant to understeer.

Inside, the S-class-inspired cabin continues largely unchanged, although the large Comand screen can now be equipped 
with Mercedes-Benz’s split-view technology, which allows the front-seat passenger to watch a DVD, for instance, while 
the driver sees the navigation screen. In other technology news, the optional lane-departure and blind-spot warning sys-
tems will now brake the wheels on one side to nudge the CL back into its lane if the driver ignores their warnings.

The appearance tweaks and substantially improved powertrains should help keep the big Benz coupes relevant and on the 
radar of an audience whose stature is undiminished.



In order for us to be able to go to a higher level in the Social Network-
ing arena via the internet, we are not only on Facebook, but we are also 
now on Twitter! This will give future members or enthusiasts such as 
ourselves, a way to be able to share their experiences about their ownership of their Mercedes Benz. This is also another 
way to be able to reach out to potential members who want to be a part of the club. 

Twitter is a website which offers a social networking and microblogging service, enabling its users to send and read other 
users’ messages called tweets. Tweets are text-based posts of up to 140 characters displayed on the user’s profile page. 
Tweets are publicly visible by default, however senders can restrict message delivery to their friends list. Users may sub-
scribe to other users’ tweets—this is known as following and subscribers are known as followers. All users can send and 
receive tweets via the Twitter website, compatible external applications (such as for smartphones), or by Short Message 
Service (SMS) available in certain countries. 

As far as I can tell, we are the first and only section that is on Twitter besides the national office. Mercedes-Benz, Mer-
cedes-Benz TV and other Mercedes-Benz pages are already on there. It’s just a matter of time that other sections will fol-
low. You can find our Twitter page by going to www.twitter.com and typing “mercedesbnzclub” in the search box, and it 
will pull us up. 

NTX MBCA is on Twitter
By Lee Ewing
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Mercedes-Benz USA (MBUSA) announced that for the second consecutive year, 
it has been ranked one of the “100 Best Companies to Work For” by FORTUNE 
magazine in its 14th annual survey, which appears in the February 7th issue of 
FORTUNE, available on newsstands on Monday, January 24th, and now at for-
tune.com/bestcompanies. In its second year as an entrant, MBUSA’s 2011 rank-
ing of No. 15 - up from No. 49 last year - is the sole automaker on the list and No. 
8 among small organizations with less than 2,500 associates.

You know we have the best “Do-It-Yourself ” Tech Sessions in the West!  In March we will be meeting at Marshall Motors 
in Dallas at 8:00am.  Now you don’t have to be Mr. Goodwrench to participate.  We welcome new folks to join us. Visit 
www.mbca.org/northtexas.com for more info.

“Do-It-Yourself ” Tech Session
March 19th



Executive Board

Board Members

Advertising Information

President
Lee Ewing
214/325-3147
bnzowner@yahoo.com

Secretary
Rosemary Nahas
214/548-4658
rnahas@tx.rr.com

Past President
John Spawr
817/478-0448
jspawr@att.net

Technical Chair
Hyatt Cheek, Jr.
214/327-6890
hyattcheek@att.net

Membership & Social 
Committee Chair
Lee Ewing
214/325-3147
bnzowner@yahoo.com

Park Place Liaison
Doug Wofford
214/443-8290
doug_wofford@park-
placetexas.com

Ewing Liason
Larry Reeg
972/599-0909 Ext. 2908
lreeg@ewingautohaus.
com

Vice President
Christopher Bero
972/824-3103
cbero@sta.samsung.com

Treasurer
Gene Jurick
972/461-1981
gjurick@tx.rr.com

Advertising Chair
Christopher Bero
972/824-3103
cbero@sta.samsung.com

Social Committee
Lucia Ewing
214/325-3147
mbcantx@gmail.com

Social Committee
Maurice Nahas
707/815-0828
maurice@mnahas.com

Webmaster
Mark McGahan
214/827-3168
mcbenz@me.com

MBCA
mbcantx@gmail.com
mbca.org/northtexas

Would you like to advertise in the next edition of 
the MBCA Newsletter? Please contact our Vice 
President of Multimedia for more information:

Phone: 972/824-3103; Email: cbero@sta.samsung.com

Come out and join us for a Pre-Valentines Day wine tasting 
before you head out to dinner on Saturday, February 12th at 
4:30p.m. For only $20, you will sample around 14 different 
wines from all over the world, and we will have select gour-
met cheeses, fresh fruits, and exquisite chocolates that will 
enhance and accompany the wines that we taste. Where:  
Premier Wines of Plano, 1701 Summit Avenue #12, Plano, 
Texas 75074. Make your reservations RSVP www.mbca.org/
northtexas.com.

Pre-Valentine’s Wine 
Tasting at Premiere 
Wines of Plano
February 12th
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A fun rally in North Texas!  Never been on a rally? Well, 
they’re EASY, and FUN.  All you need to do is; be on time, 
drive the correct distance, answer the checkpoint questions 
with the right answers, enjoy the sights and arrive at the mys-
tery restaurant.  Pull this off and you will most certainly win 
one of the awards.  Miss the perfect score? You still win.  We 
plan to enjoy a nice brunch at the mystery restaurant, share 
some camaraderie and discuss just how crazy the rally-mas-
ter must be. So, save the date, April 16, and check back here 
for updated start location and time information. Visit www.
mbca.org/northtexas.com for more info.

Mystery Rally
April 16th 



Mercedes-Benz Club of America
North Texas Section
5656 Turner Street
The Colony, Tx 75056

February 7 Board Meeting, Ewing Autohaus 6:30pm

February 12 Wine Tasting , Premier Wines, 4:30pm

March 7 Board Meeting, Park Place Dallas 6:30pm

March 17 Club Dinner 6:30pm (Restaurant TBD)

March 19 DIY Tech Session, Marshall Motors, 8am- 
  12pm

April 4  Board Meeting, Ewing Autohaus 6:30pm

April 16 Mystery Rally by Gene Jurick, 9:00am

May 2  Board Meeting, Park Place Dallas 6:30pm

May 7  Burgers, Bratz, and Benzes, New Member  
  ship Picnic

May 14  DIY Tech Session, ParkPlace Mid Cities   
  8am-12pm

June 6  Board Meeting, Ewing Autohaus 6:30pm

July 5  Board Meeting, Park Place Dallas 6:30pm

July 16  DIY Tech Session, Louden Motorcars 8am- 
  12pm

August 1 Board Meeting, Ewing Autohaus 6:30pm

August 27 Club Rally

September 6 Board Meeting, Park Place Dallas 6:30pm

September 17 DIY Tech Session, Ewing Autohaus 8am-  
  12pm

September 24 Election Dinner/ Octoberfest (TBD)

October 3 Board Meeting, Ewing Autohaus 6:30pm

October 15 Clean Car Show ( Location TBD)

November 7 Board Meeting, Park Place Dallas, 6:30pm

November 12 DIY Tech Session, Autoscope 8am-3pm

December 3 Christmas Party (TBD)

December 5 Board Meeting, Ewing Autohaus, 6:30pm

Calendar of Events
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