
The Bluegrass Star, May/June, 2008 

 1

 
 

The Bluegrass Star
A Publication of the 

Bluegrass Stars Section
Mercedes-Benz Club 

of America
May/June, 2008

 

Send in your reservations now for Mercedes-Benz Night at the Bats game on Sunday, July 20th, 
2008 at Louisville Slugger Field! Only $5 per person! A tremendous bargain! 

 

 
 
Welcome! 
 
We welcome new members to the Bluegrass Stars 
Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America.  
We are happy to have you join our club.  The 
success of our club depends on the participation of 
all members in our scheduled activities. Your 
comments on how we can improve or add more 
interesting events to our activities are very 
important. 
 
Ray Elliott                    Louisville, KY. 
John R. Foster              Louisville, KY. 
Polly Ann Psimer           Lexington, KY 
Stanley & Gloria Craig  Prospect KY 
Samuel J. King   Pikeville, KY 
Gregory & Jeannette Stephens Radcliff, KY 
 
Thanks to our dealers and shops for sponsoring new 
members to MBCA. 
 
President’s Message 
 
Due the rise in the price of gas and the distance 
some members have to travel to get to some of our 
Club events, a few of our scheduled events, 
unfortunately, will be cancelled. The Lexington, 
KY. Keeneland Concours d’Elegance Car Show, 
scheduled for Saturday 19, July is no longer a 
Club event, but you are free to attend individually.  
If  anyone wants to volunteer and participate in the 
KY Keeneland Car Show, they should first visit  
 
 

 
website: www.keenelandconcours.com for all the 
latest information.  
 
We expect to have a great turn-out of the 
membership at the Mercedes-Benz Night at the 
Bats game on Sunday, July 20th, 2008.  For only $5 
per person, this will cover an excellent meal and 
tickets to the game. 
 
The other event cancelled is the Sellersburg 
Celebrates Car Show scheduled for Saturday 
August 30th. 2008.  As of this date, there is no car 
show in Sellersburg, Indiana, on the agenda for 
2008. 
 
Please join us at our next event!  On Sunday, July 
20th, 2008, The Bluegrass Stars Section will host 
Mercedes-Benz Night at the Bats game.  The 
Louisville Bats (AAA team of the Cincinnati Reds) 
plays the Charlotte Knights at 6:15 P.M.  We offer 
a menu of BBQ chicken and BBQ pulled pork and 
hot dogs plus admission to the game for a total of 
$5 per person on the patio deck beyond right field.  
We will meet at Louisville Slugger Field, 401 E. 
Main Street, Louisville at 5 PM for our Concours 
d’Elegance of Mercedes-Benz cars on the sidewalk 
in front of the stadium between Preston Street and 
the Pee Wee Reese statue on East Main Street as 
we did last year. 
 
Please send reservations and checks for $5/person 
to Bluegrass Stars Section membership chair and 
treasurer, Larry Gettleman, at his address which is 
given in the list of officers at the end of this 
newsletter.  Thanks to Bluegrass Stars Section 
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member and Bats team-Owner Gary Ulmer (1972 
280SEL 3.5) and group sales manager Brian Tabler. 
 
The updated Calendar of Planned Events for 
2008 is as follows: 
 
Sunday, July 20th: Mercedes-Benz Night at the Bats 
– Dinner at 5PM on the patio deck beyond right 
field (as indicated above) 
 
Saturday, October 11th: Tech Session and Pot Luck 
Lunch at Tafel Motors of Louisville from 10:00 am 
– 2pm.  
 
Monday, December 8th: Holiday Party at Erika’s 
German Restaurant in Louisville KY at 6:00pm – 
9:pm.  
 
Club Event in Lexington?- Steve Loboyko 
 
I would like to know if there would be interest in a 
73-89 SL(or M116/117 engine)-centric get-
together/tech session, probably on the 17th of 
August, 10AM-2:30PM EDT, at my home in 
Lexington. The new sod should be established by 
then! Things that I can demonstrate and/or explain 
include: 

1. How to take apart (and put together) almost 
anything on a 107, including top and seat 
cover replacement 

2. How to refurbish and/or polish stainless 
and aluminum parts (some are being listed 
as NLA – no longer available!) 

3. Timing chain replacement, valvetrain 
maintenance and the tools used to 
accomplish this 

 
Please email me at 560mbsl@gmail.com if 
interested. Everyone is welcome!  
 
Top Replacement: Difficult, But Not Impossible 
 
I recently put a top on my 380SL. I purchased this 
high-quality top at good price due to a minor defect 
from improper storage. After some study and 
preparation, I installed it satisfactorily. The 
Mercedes shop manual (printed or CD) actually 
contains a fairly decent description of how to do 
this, but some very important details are glossed 
over or missing, details of particular interest to a 

person who has never done this before. This isn't 
really a project for the casually interested, but it IS 
possible for a determined non-professional to 
achieve very nice results.  Here are some subtle, 
hard-won points not mentioned or stressed in the 
shop manual. 
 
If your old top has developed rips along the sides 
above the door windows, your old top is on its last 
legs. Many people assume that rips like these are 
caused by improper storage or folding; however, 
the rips are often simply the first stressed place in 
the top where the fabric has let go. If you patch this 
area, you are not buying much time and you might 
as well get a new top. The same is true of tops that 
leak water and allow the headliner to get wet. The 
inner rubber layer of the fabric has failed, and 
complete failure involving ripping is not far off. 
Fabric waterproofing MAY buy you a summer for 
$20 or so.  Porsche makes such a spray-on material 
for tops (the fabric waterproofing you can buy in a 
retail store for clothing is not UV-resistant). 
 
This is NOT a good winter project. Firstly, it isn't 
easy to achieve the required temperatures for the 
cement in the winter, safely (it is very flammable 
and should be used with ventilation), even in a 
heated garage. Secondly, I have heard from a well-
known top installer that the best thing to do with a 
newly installed top is to leave it up for a week in 
the summer, outside, immediately after installation 
and let the top go through several "rain-bake in the 
sun" cycles in order for the canvas to settle into 
place. There is a site on the Internet that claims that 
this job can be done in four hours - ha - maybe, 
after doing a few dozen. Including old top removal, 
cleaning and adjusting the frame, and reinstalling 
the seals, I'd expect this to take at least 12 hours 
from photographing the old top to cleanup, 
assuming that you have everything that you need 
when you start. 
 
You will need, in addition to the top itself: 
 

• Temperatures of 65F or above 
• One quart(+) of contact cement 
• Utility Knife 
• Roller (see text) 
• Latex/nitrile gloves 
• A tape measure 
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• "Stuffer" for rubber seals 
• thick plastic tarp 
• Hand tools (wrench, etc) 
• Scraper (preferrably hard plastic) for 

removing old glue 
• Body/top seals as needed (this is a good 

opportunity to replace them all) 
• Space on both sides of the car 

 
Before starting the project, make sure that your 
latch mechanics are in "top" shape. When first 
properly installed, the top will be EXTREMELY 
tight and you do not want this to be the moment 
that a cable lets go or a latch fails to latch (or, much 
worse, unlatch). 
 
Cover the new plastic windows (front AND back), 
your hood, your doors, trunk lid/top boot, and 
interior with THICK plastic tarp attached with 
quality masking tape. Contact cement WILL eat 
paint, and will immediately melt and damage the 
window plastic. Perhaps you are neat and/or 
possess good luck. I'm not and I don't; I consider 
this extra time and expense as "insurance". 
 
DIGITALLY PHOTOGRAPH the old top 
BEFORE removing it, in particular, photograph the 
following areas: a. The corner at the back of the 
rear windows (the height of the corner is very 
important for proper fit) b. The corners near the 
front cable screws (the "welt" should be copied 
from your old top) c. The relationship of ALL seal 
joints, especially if you buy new ones, and DO 
NOT discard the old seals - or top, for that matter - 
until you are finished. The old parts are a useful 
guide for new part trimming and installation. 
 
Trust me, you will be glad that you did the above 
FIRST during your installation!  I feel that an 
inexpensive, "hand me down" or used digital 
camera is an extremely invaluable and affordable 
shop tool. There are plenty of people trading up to 
newer cameras  who would like to get something, 
almost anything, for their old model. A camera you 
don't want to get dirty or scratched  is not going to 
be useful in your garage! 
 
Read and understand the contact cement 
instructions (I used and would recommend brush-
on, not spray cement for this job). Temperature is 

extremely important, as is coating both the metal 
AND the fabric before attachment. Waiting for the 
thinner to dissipate before attachment is also crucial 
for maximum strength. I bought a roller used for 
wallpaper edging, about 1" wide and made out of 
wood, to apply a good amount of even pressure on 
the cement when installing the fabric. This pressure 
activates the glue, and without this pressure (not 
easy to do with your fingers alone), maximum 
strength will not be achieved. Expect to use the 
entire contents of a quart can. 
 
The top frame itself has probably stretched and 
become distorted after 20+ years. A crucial 
adjustment is the "back bow height". The length of 
the exposed cable dividing the rear window back 
bow should be about very close to 17.5 inches, 
which is an easy adjustment. Also, the nylon straps 
have probably stretched and now sag - you will 
notice this with the fabric completely removed. 
You could buy new webbing, but I simply moved 
the webbing forwards towards the front of the car 
making new screw holes in the webbing material . 
When my top fabric was completely removed, the 
assembly with rear cable and webbing was very 
tight after doing this - and without a tight frame, 
you can't achieve a tight top no matter what you do. 
Worse, the webbing can't be adjusted AFTER the 
top is installed. 
 
There are two cables that run along the top of the 
windows in pockets sewn into the top. These cables 
get bent over time and are extremely difficult to 
straighten, making installation of the old cables into 
the new top difficult. Spend a little extra money and 
get new cables. 
 
Ironically, the FIRST step you take in installation, 
the back of the top, is the most crucial and if not 
done correctly, complete success is impossible. The 
cement has a >1 hour working time, so you can 
afford to be fairly slow and methodical.  Perhaps 
you've seen 107 tops where the flap at the back 
doesn't seal to the car - this is because the edge of 
the metal wasn't exactly at the edge of the inside 
seam. In my case, I learned that the edge of the 
metal actually has to be very slightly above the 
seam, which causes the external flap to tend 
downwards when the inside flap is folded 
underneath and the (new) gasket is installed. This 
will require a "re-do" in my case. 
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If you haven't made a cut that you shouldn't have 
made, it is possible to fix a mistake - so don't panic 
if the first try doesn't work out! The contact cement 
doesn't achieve full strength for several days, and I 
had good luck removing and redoing areas that I 
wasn't happy with over two weeks. Mineral spirits  
removed any excess of or accidents with cement on 
the fabric.  
 

 
 

A topless top, with webbing visible. 
 

 
Editor’s Note – EPC Access 
 
For new members, this bears repeating. Access to 
the Mercedes-Benz Electronic Parts Catalog, which 
is basically identical to what the MB parts counter 
people use to locate parts, is now available to US 
residents at no charge (although a credit card is 
used for address verification). Access for non-US 
residents or for non-US passenger cars is not free, 
but reasonable. Signing up and becoming familiar 
with this site is an absolute must for any do-it-
yourselfer, even if you do not yourself order parts 
– the exploded diagrams are in themselves 
valuable. If you order parts, dealer personnel will 
marvel when you ask for a “A1076714030 Top 
moulding, windshield”, especially after they’ve had 
a tough day of hearing “I need a thingamagig for 
the whatzit on my car”.  
 
See http://epc.startekinfo.com/epc/ for sign-up 
information. 
 
 
Technical Manuals 
MBUSA has a number of technical manuals, wiring 
diagrams, owner's manuals, and other technical 

information available for owners. CD.ROMs or 
technical manuals for your car (up to model year 
1998) can be ordered from MBUSA at (800) 367-
6372.  
Discounted Parts 
 
If you wish to purchase Mercedes-Benz parts, the 
dealerships and shops listed have agreed to reduce 
by ten percent (10%) the total price of parts 
purchased by a Mercedes-Benz Club member with 
a current MBCA membership card. Your Editor has 
already more than saved his first year membership 
by taking advantage of these types of discounts. 
Restrictions apply; call for details. 
 
Discounts are available at: 
 
TAFEL MOTORS 
4156 Shelbyville Road (St. Matthews) 
Louisville, KY 40207 
(502) 896-4411 
 
AUTOBAHN MOTORS LLC 
1403 Hugh Avenue 
Louisville, KY 40213  
(502) 587-7827 
(See Don or Shawn) 
www.autobahnmotorsky.com  
 
JAMES MOTOR COMPANY 
2440 Richmond Road 
Lexington, KY 40502-1301 
(859) 268-1150 
 
The Trading Post: Cars, Parts, and 
Accessories 
 
If you have a Mercedes-Benz or significant M-B 
part that you would like to buy, sell, or trade, just 
submit your ad to the Editor, The Bluegrass Star. 
All ads must follow the submission rules and the 
suggested format as found in the back of The Star 
magazine. They will be listed at no charge to a  
section member; no commercial ads will be 
accepted, however, without prior arrangement for 
payment. Your ad will appear in the next issue of 
The Bluegrass Star, and you may request listings in 
two subsequent issues. 
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 For Sale 
 
Front & rear floor mats for W123, blue, 
embroidered star, used, $30.  
Four 14" alloy wheels, nearly new, $50 each. Half-
shafts for rear suspension R107, W115, W123 
& others, used, $100 each (price lowered).   
Shop Manuals: W115 (220D, &c.),W123 (300D 
&c.). Price TBD. Contact Larry Gettleman  (see 
Section Officers). 
_________________________________________ 
 
Four Wheels, 8x16in with tires; fits the 2000 S500 
Mercedes; $125.00 each 
Four door pull closer handles: fits the 2000 S500 
Mercedes; $50.00 each 
Grille, fits the 2000 S500 Mercedes; $225.00 
W220 Tail lamp Assembly, fits the 2000 S500 
Mercedes; $125.00 
Holder Cup Center Armrest (leather), fits the 2000 
S 500 Mercedes; $150.00 
Four-piece air vent for dash of 2000 S500 
Mercedes; $225.00. Contact Nat Williams (see 
Section Officers) 
 
 
Four original 14" rims and hub caps for 77 450 SL, 
Wheel P/N 1084000802, w/celery green hub caps 
in mint condition, $150 for set. 
  
Five MB 14" wire wheels, Zenith, true knock-offs, 
with tires. Need re-chrome. Fits 73-85 SL. 
$200 for set. 
  
Contact Gary Stephan, garystephan@bellsouth.net 
 
 
MBCA Membership Drive 
 
There have never been as many Mercedes vehicles 
on the road as there are today, and the sales figures 
for new Mercedes vehicles are up according to 
MBUSA. This implies that there are also many new 
potential MBCA members. MBCA has initiated a 
membership drive, in which current members can 
get one month of membership free for every new 
member enlisted via their referral! Forms and 
information are at the mbca.org website; if you are  
Internet-challenged, contact the editor (see officers) 
and we will send you some forms, or call the 
MBCA at 800-637-2360. 

Section Officers 
 
You can contact the Section Officers by snail-mail, 
phone or e-mail: 
 
President:  
Nat Williams 
1123 Sherwood Drive 
Radcliff, KY 40160-1154 
Phone: (270) 352-5410 
natw4889@msn.com 
 
Treasurer & Membership Chair: 
Larry Gettleman 
1461 South Fourth Street 
Louisville, KY 40208-2118 
Phone: (502) 634-1461 
gettleman@louisville.edu 
 
Editor:  
Steve J. Loboyko 
528 Lanarkshire Pl. 
Lexington KY 40509 
Phone: (859) 232-5173 
560mbsl@gmail.com 
 


