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Alameda, CA
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Shriners Concours
Bob Cottam
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A Sad Note…
I was just informed that yesterday, January 1, 2001, Liz Sudtell passed away. I know
I can speak for the entire Section when I say that Liz’s company was always enjoyed,
and she will be missed. She was a gracious and giving person. Our condolences go
out to Henry…

-Bill Brandt

Ask Al!
Our Question this month is from Dale H. of Roseville, regarding his ’99
E430.

QUESTION:  Which is better to use, Mobil Oil or Synthetic Oil before
20,000 miles?  Should the oil be changed every 5,000 or 6,000 miles, or
should the oil be changed when the Flexible Service System Light comes
on, which could be every 13,000 miles?

ANSWER:  In response to Dale H.’s questions regarding his ’99 E430:  I
have heard, though have no personal knowledge, that using synthetic oil
early in the “life” of your vehicle will maintain its parts better than using
non-synthetic oil.  The oil should be changed according to the FSS indicator
(light) to maintain the Mercedes Warranty.  The official Mercedes position
according to their website, is that the indicator light will come on between
10,000 and 20,000 miles, depending upon the driving conditions and the
owner’s driving style.  Mercedes says that on an average, the light will come
on at about 12,000 miles, so your vehicle is certainly within the proper
mileage range.  After the warranty period, you can change the oil more
often if you prefer, which should keep your vehicle in better condition, for
a longer period of time.

Happy Motoring, Dale, and continue to enjoy your E430!
--Al

Each month, Al Angeloni will answer a section member’s question about
their Mercedes-Benz vehicle.  You can submit your questions directly to Al
at alrogangeloni@juno.com.
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President’s
Message   by: Bill Brandt

Contact Information for “the Capitol STAR”
Submit articles to:
Bill Brandt
5910 Gloria Dr.
Sacramento, CA 95822
e-mail: wlb@lanset.com

Deadline for submissions is the
20th of each month.

For changes to articles or ads:
Chris Dudte
(775) 673-1433
e-mail: cdudte@ao.net

Deadline for changes to articles
or ads is approximately the 26th
of each month.

t h e     c a p i t o l      S T A R

New article ideas:
Bill Brandt
5910 Gloria Dr.
Sacramento, CA 95822
e-mail: wlb@lanset.com

Someone told me last night
that he has been in other
clubs where a small number
of people always do all the

work. These clubs eventually wither
because the same people can’t be
expected to continually do all the work.
In fact, that was the situation of the Cal
Star Section, just to the south of us. It
was officially dissolved December 31st.

Some of their members have
transferred to our Section – I’d like to
welcome you! One of these days I’d
like to host an event either to Columbia
or the train ride at Jamestown, so I will
draw on your expertise!

Since all of our terms will expire the
end of this year, I hope that some of
you who haven’t served will consider
doing so. A strong club not only needs
volunteers but new blood to stay
vibrant. Over the coming months I will
describe the duties of each office.

We have a few months still available
for Section events. Several people have
some ideas to fill these. I am glad to
offer advice if you need it. At

Since January is the traditional time for
the President to give the “State of the
Union”, and the Governor gives the
“State of the State”, I’ll give the “State
of the Section”.

We have a good newsletter publisher
and money in the treasury.
Unfortunately 2 days ago I received
some distressing news of the passing
of one our long-term members.  Our
Sunshine Lady, Ginger Sanigar, had the
sad task of selecting a floral
arrangement and card. We tried to call
as many of you as we could for the
service January 6th.

You know, I am proud of the way so
many of our members give of their time
to help this Section. John Dupriest has
kindly volunteered to serve as
Secretary for this year. John and many
others have certainly paid their dues
over the years to insure that this club is
active and vibrant. I’d like to thank
Brent Fisher for the nice job he did for
the previous 2 years.

November’s planning meeting Bob
Cottam even offered to dig into his file
of past rallies of years ago – all the rally
needs is a host. If you’ve ever planned
an event then you know that 90% of
the work is in the planning – and this
has already been done.

John Dupriest is hosting an event
January 20th to the Roseville Telephone
Company Museum and a lunch at
Cabo’s Mexican Restaurant. The San
Francisco Section had an event here
and found seeing 100 years of
technology fascinating!

February 24th I will be hosting an event
to the aircraft carrier Hornet. I talked
to the group tour people there and
discovered that we didn’t have a large
enough group for them to bring it to
Old Sacramento, so we’ll meet in
Alameda.

March? As of now it is  not filled so if
anyone wants to host an event let me
know.

Bill



January 2001 3

Von Housen Motors
Mercedes-Benz Center

1810 Howe Avenue
Sacramento, CA 95825

(916) 924-8000

Parts Department is open to serve our clients
Monday thru Friday from 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

&
Saturdays from 8:00 am – 5:00 pm

           Infant                             Toddler                         Child Booster
             $158                               $140                            $163

M-Class Cap
100% Cotton
$18.50 to $20

M-Class Shirt
100% Cotton Polos
$68 to $74

Stainless Steel with
Quartz Movement
$170

Velour Floor Mats
$71 to $110

Car Care Kit
$98

Oktoberfest 2000

On a blustery rainy night 61
members and guests drove their
trusty Mercedes into the
foothills of California an hour
away from Sacramento and
further, to attend the Second
Annual Oktoberfest hosted by
Kevin and Gloria McKnight.

 The event was held at
Scheidel’s, a Bavarian style
restaurant on Alta Vista Drive in
Grass Valley. Kevin and his
brother Keith from Karlsruhe
Germany have a German style
band called ‘Die Bruder aus
Karlsruhe” (the brothers from
Karlsruhe). They played
traditional Oktoberfest type
music including bier songs,
polkas, some Latin, and oldie
dance tunes.

We socialized and feasted on
‘Sauerbraten and Rotkoll” and
‘Chicken Cynthia”. Several of
the guests were dressed in
traditional German outfits.

I noticed that there were a
couple of cars from the newer
Mercedes line-up. There was an
SLK and a couple of M-
Classes.

Thank you Kevin and Gloria for
your continued efforts. May we
be graced by you next year.

-Brent Fisher
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The San Diego Section of the
Mercedes-Benz Club of America would
like to invite you to attend Tequila Rose
XXXV, being held March 16-18, 2001
at the Historic Mission Inn in Riverside,
California.  Today the Mission Inn
occupies an entire city block in the heart
of downtown Riverside, but it began
humbly as a two-story, 12 room adobe
boarding house, built in 1876 by
Christopher Columbus Miller.  The inn
is one of California’s oldest and most
celebrated hotels, dating back to 1902
when Frank Miller began his first
expansion.   It is truly an awesome
facility, and will be the home for our
weekend adventure.

Frank Miller spent more than 30 years
building and collecting this treasure.  The
finished project incorporated design
elements from throughout the United
States and several Mediterranean
countries with particular influence from
the California missions.

It is filled with more than $5 million of
antiques and artifacts!  Over the years,
the Mission Inn has hosted numerous
dignitaries including five United State
Presidents while in office, the marriage
of former President Richard Nixon to
Pat Nixon, and the honeymoon of Ronald
and Nancy Reagan.

Upon your arrival on Friday, a totally
unique room awaits you (no two rooms
at the Mission Inn are alike. Friday
evening we then gather for no-host
cocktails and hors d’oeuvres.

Saturday morning we meet again for a
hearty breakfast in our private meeting
room.   At this point, your Rallyemaster
will provide instructions for the day’s
driving events.

Is it too early to contemplate the outcome
of the rallye and gymkhana?  After
changing into something ‘weekend-

TEQUILA ROSE XXXV March 16-18,
2001

elegant’, we reconvene for a
scrumptious dinner and to find out who
won!!

Sunday morning we meet again for an
early breakfast, so that those with a great
driving distance can get an early start
home.  Some of our attendees may opt
to go on the tour of the Mission Inn which
takes about 1 ½ hours and is an additional
cost (see the reservation slip).

Due to the popularity of the Mission Inn,
our reservation deadline is necessarily
early – February 15, 2001.

We look forward to seeing you March
16!

Lois Wokoek
President, MBCA San Diego
Section
Chair, Tequila Rose XXXV

Tequila Rose XXXV March 16-18 2001
Name: ______________________________________
Address: ____________________________________
City: _______________________________________
Phone Number: (_____)________________________
MBCA Section Member: _______________________

Includes room for two nights, welcome reception, breakfast, Gymkhana, Rallye, awards banquet, and Sunday breakfast –
     and an unforgettable experience.

COST PER COUPLE: $ 475.00
COST PER SINGLE: $ 385.00
MENU SELECTION(s): (     ) Roulade of Chicken

(     ) Medallion of Pork Loin

Sunday Mission Inn Tour @ $8.00 per person $ ______

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  $ ________
Please make checks payable to MBCA/San Diego Section and mail to: Rudy Wokoek

1850 Fox Bridge Court
Fallbrook, CA  92028
(760) 723-5186

Reservation deadline is February 15, 2001. email:  benzbak@yahoo.com
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USS Hornet - February 24, 2001

Name  __________________________________  Phone Number ____________________

Sandwich Choice: Turkey__________        Ham__________   Roast Beef____________

Send checks of $16.50 per person made to MBCA-Sacramento Section to:
Bill Brandt
5910 Gloria Drive
Sacramento, CA 95822
Deadline is February 17th.

DAL Cecil Brewer and Bill Brandt touring
the head (don’t call it a bathroom!)

Flight deck

Aircraft Carrier Hornet Feb 24, 2001
As we used to say in the Army,
“LISTEN UP!!” I guess the Navy
would say, “NOW HEAR THIS”.  A
few months ago I joined the San
Francisco Section to see this ship. We
all had such a good time that I feel the
Sacramento Section should also go!

This is the ship you always saw on TV
when they were picking up the
astronauts. You can see the quarantine
area they used. Walk where the first
moonwalkers walked when the
helicopter picked them up…

This paltry price of  $16.50 will give you
a day on this ship. Plus lunch! Docents
will take you places that you want to
go. Well, most places. The brig is still
off limits. But there’s the flight deck,
hanger, engine room, sickbay, bridge…

 Did you know that the temperature in
the engine room was 140 degrees? You
will have to take the engine room tour
to see what sailors had to do to clean
the turbines. It wasn’t pretty.

The ship is yours for a day – see as
much or as little as you want. At your
own pace. Docents will offer tours at
various times that you can take. All free.

There’s also a flight simulator you can
use for a slight charge.

Around noon we will assemble in the
Officer’s Mess  to have a nice boxed
lunch.

I guarantee you can’t have as much
entertainment anywhere else for only
$16.50! Bring your camera. The flight
deck offers an unbelievable view of San
Francisco.

Fall in at 10:00 on 24 Feb 01 at the pier.
Be there or be AWOL.  As your CO, I
don’t want to have to send the Shore
Patrol to find you!  Since they want a
firm count a week before the event, the
deadline is Feb 17th. No Exceptions.

A word of caution – you use the same
steps the crew used. Meaning they are
steep and narrow.

Directions: From Sacramento and I80:
Take 880 south and take the Broadway/
Alameda exit. At the end of the ramp
turn right on 5th street. Merge into the
left lane and follow signs to Alameda
via the Webster Street Tube (tunnel).
Upon exiting the tube, follow Webster
St to Atlantic Ave and turn right. Follow
Atlantic Ave though the gate into
Alameda Point (formerly Alameda
Naval Air Station). Turn left on Ferry
Point and proceed along the water
towards the cluster of large ships.
Parking is available across the street
from the USS Hornet.

Lunch: Includes Pasta Salad, Fresh Fruit
Salad and a soft drink. Plus a soft French
roll sandwich – in your choice of turkey,
ham, or roast beef.
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Please Note:

the capitol STAR is the official publi-
cation of the Sacramento Section of
the Mercedes Benz Club of America
and is provided solely for the benefit
of the members.  Opinions and ideas
are for information only.   No official
authentication is implied by the edi-
tor/publisher, MBCA, MBNA,
MBUSA, MBAG or DBAG.  No infer-
ence should be made that the prod-
ucts or services advertised or reported
herein have the approval of the Edi-
tor/Publisher, MBCA, MBNA,
MBUSA, MBAG or DBAG.  Permis-
sion to reproduce material orignal to
the capitol STAR is granted provided
proper permission and credit is given.

Join MBCA

To join the Mercedes-Benz Club of
America, call the MBCA National
Business Office at (800) 637-2360
and use your VISA or MasterCard.
Membership dues are $45 annually.
The dues include six issues of “The
STAR” each year, plus your local
section’s newsletter (like this one).  To
pay by mail, make your check payable
to MBCA, and mail it along with your
name, spouse’s name, address and
telephone numbers and occupations
to:

Mercedes-Benz Club of
America, Inc.

National Business Office
1907 Lelaray Street

Colorado Springs, CO 80909

Or, ask a member for an application.
You can also yoin by visiting MBCA
on the Web:

http://www.mbca.org

Also, check out our local web site:

http://www.mbca.org/sacramento

Welcome New Members

Mercedes-Benz Club of America

Sacramento Section Officers l 2001-2002

President ................................ Bill Brandt............................. (916) 399-1736
Vice President ......................... Phil Dusel.............................. (530) 756-1549
Secretary ............................... John Dupriest ..................... (916) 933-2185
Treasurer ............................... Sandra Reese ...................... (530) 878-1999
Director at Large ................... Darryl Kielich ..................... (916) 684-7855
Past President ........................ Inga Bourdon ..................... (707) 864-0567
Past President ........................ Iris Matthews

Staff

Activities Chair ....................... Phil Dusel.............................. (530) 756-1549
Managing Editor ................... Bill Brandt .......................... (916) 399-1736
Editor .................................... Chris Dudte ........................ (775) 673-1433
Circulation Manager ............. Julius & Bill Frieske ........... (916) 455-5118
Historian ............................... Phil Dusel ........................... (530) 756-1549
Sunshine Chair ...................... Ginger Sanigar ................... (916) 961-9145
Webmaster ............................. Craig Griffith ..................... (916) 988-2328

MBCA Western Region
Regional Director .................. Richard Simonds ................. (650) 592-7613

t h e     c a p i t o l      S T A R

Order your MBCA name badge at the club store

Regina & Benjamin Edwards
-Sacramento, CA

Lilas Hardin
-Reno, NV

Kimberly & Helmut Hirschberger
-Wilton, CA

Charles Ibenthal
-Sacramento, CA

Richard Smitz
-Sacramento, CA

Beler & Cheryl Watts
-Sacramento, CA
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vvv
1956 190SL Red/blk leather seats, black
conv. top, orig. wheels. Garaged at Tahoe,
dry driving only. Very good cond. I’ve
owned the car for 12 years, and the
odometer reads 41,000. $22.5 k

K.F. Caillat, (775) 588-2609
PO Box 10292, Zephyr Cove, NV 89448

vvv
1992 Mercedes 300TE 4Matic, Luxury
4X4 wagon, Champagne Color, Beige in-
terior, 63K miles, near show room condi-
tion - $26,500.00.
Jerry Matousek (775) 588-8250

vvv
500 SLC 1980. 78K. Silver Blue, Navy
leather interior. Nearly all options. One of
the finest examples of this rare automobile.
$20,000 Firm.
Doug Hernandez (707)451-0668

vvv
1976 450 SLC Blue with beige interior.
Excellent condition, has A/C and all
original. Garaged in California since new.
151K. $12,000.

Carol (916) 922-8826
vvv

1965 220S Family ownership since new.
Too sentimentally attached to donate for a
tax write off. Straight rust-free body, nice

Mercedes Mart
This column is for members to buy or sell
a personal car. The vehicle must be a
Mercedes. Neither the club nor the editor
make any representations whatsoever. This
is strictly a service. Prospective purchas-
ers are cautioned to investigate the offer-
ing thoroughly. We reserve the right to edit
copy, including the right to limit ads to 30
words or less. Ads are free to members in
good standing, $10 to non-members. Send
a copy of your ad, including your name and
phone number to: Chris Dudte, 6375
Saginaw Ct., Sun Valley, NV 89433 or e-
mail: cdudte@ao.net

600 Vernon Street, Roseville, CA 95678
Corner of Vernon & Judah

(916) 782-4151
Monday-Friday 7:30 am-6:00 pm

www.bertinis.com

Roseville’s Finest German Car & Volvo Service Center
tan tex interior, nearly new tires, PB, PS, A/
C, 4 speed on column. Needs some engine
work and has small freon leak in A/C. $700.

Bob Cottam (916) 349-1013
vvv

1972 280SE Wht/blue, auto, alarm w/remote
entry, recent injection pump rebuild, 202K,
looks, drives nice. $4,850.

Charlie (530) 894-1102
vvv

1965 190D finback Engine completely re-
built – Good daily Driver. No rust or dents.
Good interior and tires. Local owner donated
190D to local scout council to be sold with
proceeds to be used in their local camp/train-

ing center budget. $2,000 OBO
Dick Williams (916) 456-5383

vvv

1991 560SEC Black/Black power Everything,
CD – Chrome wheels, new tires – very nice.
$19,950

Gene and Nancy Fedon
(530) 477-8266 (Grass Valley)

vvv

1990 300 TE Wagon. White/Parchment
interior. Third Seat. Chrome wheels, 163,000
miles. Excellent Condition. All records
available; serviced by Von Housen. $13,000.

Donna DeMartini 638-0151
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Silver Star Recycling
www.silverstarrecycling.com

Now available:
reconditioned engines and rebuilt cylinder heads

Engines 4 cyl diesel All MBZ Cylinder heads
starting at $1950.00 starting at $475.00

Save up to 90% over new with
our used parts

11315A Dismantle Court  Rancho Cordova, CA 95742
(916)631-7300 Toll Free 1-800-783-4911

Important!
If you are planning on moving, or your
address is not correct on your mailing label,
the following information should help.

Please send address changes directly to:

MBCA
1907 Lelaray St.
Colorado Springs, CO 80909-2872

Or Call:  1-800-637-2360

We cannot make changes locally!


