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  2014 Officers & Board Members 

Board Meetings 
    

Board meetings are typically held in the Brookfield library on 
the second Thursday of every month starting at 7:00 pm.  
We encourage  member attendance at these meetings and 
welcome any assistance that can be provided in the planning 
of club events.  Recommendations for new activities or com-
ments on prior events is always welcome. 

Advertiser Support 
    

We appreciate the support of our advertisers and we ask our 
club members to support the advertisers in this publication.  
Please let these advertisers know that you are a club member 
when using their services.  However, advertising in this 
newsletter does not imply approval of the products or ser-
vices by this newsletter nor the officers or board members 
of this club. 

Front Page Image 
    

The front page images were taken at German Fest 2014.   
MBCA– Wisconsin Section members enjoyed a catered 
lunch by Maders in an elevated, roof covered VIP area. See 
page 4 for further information on this event. 
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                   I open these remarks on a very sad note.  Long-time Wisconsin Section member and 
board member Wim van den Berg, passed away Saturday, July 19, as a result of complications 
fighting pancreatic cancer.  Wim was 58, and is survived by his loving wife Julie and her children.  
Director Jerry Zajicek represented our Section at Wim’s funeral July 24.   

R.I.P. Wim 

The past two months have seen a number of successful Wisconsin Section events.  Rallye Master 
Gary Matthies put on a successful and challenging Spring Rallye on June 7, followed by a great din-
ner at Pike Lake House in Hartford.  Two weeks later we drove to New Glarus for lunch at the his-
toric New Glarus Hotel.  Many thanks to Dick & Nancy Kusch for hosting this event, and to Bernd 
Kampe for his unique gift to our Swiss born chef! 

JoAnne Peterson and Nancy Pearson were our hosts for “Starry Nights,” Drive-to-Dine and I just 
finished enjoying German Fest and the Section’s VIP area and catered lunch by Maders with other 
Section members.   

Looking ahead, our next scheduled event is the Masterpiece Club Day, August 23.  Information 
about Masterpiece can be found elsewhere in this newsletter.  And on September 20, our Fall Tech 
Session will be hosted by John Bell at International Autos. 

I hope to see you at these upcoming events! 

And while not an “official” Wisconsin Section event, I invite you to join me at Road America on 
August 9th, 10th, or both days for the Continental Tire Road Race Showcase, featuring the Tudor 
United Sports Car Championship & the Continental Tire Sports Car Challenge.  This is the first year 
of the United Sports Car Championship, the merger of the American LeMans and GrandAm Sports 
Car series, and Road America is arguably the best permanent road racing facility in the US.  I’ll be at 
the St. John the Baptist food stand in the paddock area around 11:30 both Saturday and Sunday, and 
hope to see you there. 

We’re looking for one or two more events for the fall months.  A Fall Colors Tour, Road Rallye, 
Drive-to-Dine, a visit to a museum or car collection.  Got an idea or suggestion?  Whether it be a 
Drive-to-Dine venue or any other event, please don’t hesitate to contact myself, any of the other 
board members, or Todd Knutson, our Section’s Event Coordinator.  I’m particularly reaching out 
to you, those members who live in the outlying areas of our Section’s geographical area to consider 
hosting an event in your “home town”.  

In our last newsletter we announced that your Section had formally committed to holding a regional 
Defensive Driving & Autocross, scheduled for Saturday, May 2, 2015.  At this time we are still 
searching for a suitable venue for the event.  Wisconsin State Fair Park has significantly increased 
both the cost and “red tape” involved in holding the event there, which has led the Section to search 
for an alternate venue.  If you have any suggestions for a suitable location, please contact Nancy 
Pearson at npearson@wi.rr.com or (262) 782-7960. 

                                                                                                             continued on page 4 
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German Fest  2014 
 
We had a beautiful day attending German Fest 2014. Our upper-deck hospitality 
area was fantastic – right across from the Harley stage.  And, Alte Kameraden 
Band was playing and easy to hear from our deck. 
 
Fest admission was covered and Nancy & Lynn Pearson and Dan Hellenberg & 
Francesca Abbate shared duty at the front gate for a couple of hours to make 
sure everyone got their free passes.  It worked.  The food & drink were catered 
by Mader’s and very good and plentiful.  Once there, you could eat, drink, and 
hear the German Fest experience.  But, we were free to come and go and take-in 
all the sights; which many did.  We were near the minimum attendance, so there 
was ample room for more members & guests.  Not being there this year was 
your loss! 
 
The Miller Lite stage had a group from Illinois named “Phenix”.  They were en-
tertaining as well.  The parade at 4:00 pm ran right past our perch on the upper 
deck and the parade contained a few Mercedes.  The VW club had a display and 
paraded along with some Model T Fords and other American classic autos. 
Seriously, this hospitality event is a very nice way to experience German Fest.  

Thanks to all who participated and especially to Nancy Pearson for making all 

the arrangements. 

                            Dean Pearson 

continued from page 3                       President’s Message 
 
I want to welcome our newest advertiser, Mercedes-Benz & Sprinter of Elmbrook, on Moreland Boulevard in Waukesha.  
Stop in and say “hello” to Bryan Loser, Parts Manager.  Welcome to advertising in the Badger Star, and thank you Bryan 
for your support of your local Mercedes Benz Club and all it's members.  

Two related items.  First, we’re always looking for advertisers for the Badger Star.  If you own a business you think would 
offer value to the Section’s membership, don’t hesitate to contact Frank Geracie, our Newsletter Editor, or any board 
member about placing your ad.  Second, any Wisconsin Section member is welcome to attend board meetings.  Meetings 
are typically held the second Thursday of the month at the Brookfield Public Library, starting at 7:00 p.m.  If you wish to 
attend a board meeting please let me know by calling (608) 754-6066 or by e-mail at hamiltoncpa@sbcglobal.net. 

Member of the Year and Officer of the Year Awards 

Nominations are open for Member of the Year and Officer of the Year Awards.  October 1st is the deadline.  Submit 
your nominations to Dean Pearson at (414) 881-9320 or dcpearson@wi.rr.com. 

Wanted:  Board Members 

Have you ever thought about serving on the Section’s board of directors?  Board members meet once a month for two 
hours and direct Section activities and establish policies and procedures for Club events.  The nominating committee will 
be meeting soon, so if you have an interest in serving on the Board please let me know.  Looking forward to seeing you 
at upcoming events! 

Best regards,            

                         Bruce Hamilton 
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First Drive-to-Dine Brings Out the Sun                                            
 
The year 2014 started with an unusually long, hard winter in 
Wisconsin.  So Saturday, May 3rd was met with anticipation 
of being good weather and it was.  Twenty people and a 
dozen  Benz’s saw the sun and mild temperatures for the 
opening Fahren zum Essen, lunch event.  The rendezvous 
was at Trysting Place on the east side of Menomonee Falls.   
Nancy Pearson handled all the arrangements and provided 

the venue for members to drive their cars, enjoy lunch, and 

hold some lively conversations about cars, sports and many 

other topics over a couple of hour period.  We had a nice 

mix of Benz’s including a 1964 SEb,  1970’s sedans, SL (top 

down), SLK,  CLK,  and even a couple of GL’s in attend-

ance.  Everyone seemed to enjoy it and 8-10 of us stayed 

around in the parking lot a while longer.  All-in-all, it was a 

good start to the driving summer.                

                                                   Dean Pearson 

Al Toussaint’s 40 year ownership 
 of a 1964 SEb Mercedes Benz 

Milwaukee Masterpiece 
August 23-24, 2014 

    
Milwaukee Masterpiece will continue its tradition of presenting Club Day on Saturday, Aug 23 and Masterpiece Con-
cours d’Elegance on Sunday, Aug 24 at Veterans Park on Milwaukee’s lakefront.  
 
On Saturday, Aug 23, our club will be participating in Club Day and we encourage our members to attend the event.  
Registration to show cars on Club Day has ended as of August 1. If you have not signed up to show your car, mem-
bers can still attend the event.  Price at the gate is $20 per person. 
 
On the evening of Aug 23, our club members and guests are invited to an evening of food, beverage and camaraderie 
at the Milwaukee Ale House at 4:45 pm.  Dinner selections and cost will be from the menu. 
 
On Sunday, Aug 24, more than 250 stunning vehicles will be on display for the Masterpiece Concours d’Elegance to 
compete for awards including Best of Show, Chairman’s Cup, Chief Judge’s Day and First-In-Class distinction. 



 Date     Event     Host   Telephone      Email   
 
 
 Aug 10  Road America  Bruce Hamilton  608-754-6066 hamiltonCPA@sbcglobal.net 
 
 Aug 23  Masterpiece Club Day Frank Geracie  414-870-6364 fgeracie@wi.rr.com 
 
 Sept 20  Fall Tech Session  John Bell  414-543-3000 xjab007@gmail.com 
  (International Autos) 
 Nov  Fall Road Tour 
 
 Dec  Christmas Party 
 
 Feb 2015 Chicago Auto Show 

Upcoming Events 
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“Oh, What a Night!”  Warm weather, no wind, and a great band made for the perfect gath-
ering of our “Drive ‘N Dine” at the Sharon Lynne Wilson Center on July 11th. The Rock-
in’ Robins were rocking as they played the classic oldies from the 60’s.  Everyone swayed 
to the music as we enjoyed a wonderful potluck supper. 
 
It was also classic car night at the concert.  Over fifty cars were on display from the 1920’s 
to 2014 brand new Corvettes.  What more could you ask for—good food, good company, 
good music, and beautiful cars!  And as we drove home, a gorgeous full moon lit the sum-
mer sky.  “Oh, What a Night!”   
 
                        JoAnne Peterson 

Nancy Pearson, Andy Stockhausen JoAnne Peterson, Dean Pearson,           
Carl & Trudi Ebenhock 

Information on the Fall Road Tour, Christmas 
Party and Chicago Auto Show will be provided 
in the next newsletter. 

Starry Nights Concert 
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Evil Rallye Master (as described by one of the 
participants) Gary Matthies, aka, Bugle Boy host-
ed the MBCA-WI 2014 Spring Rallye on Satur-
day June 14th along with his much appreciated 
assistants, Irena Schweitzer and Mike Lieber.  
 
Mike is a new member of MBCA-WI having re-
cently purchased a new Mercedes. Helping Irena 
and I set this up was Mike's first club event. 
Much appreciated Mike, we hope to see you at 
many more.  
 
The Rallye started at noon from the Wisconsin 
Automotive Museum in Hartford, Wisconsin 
with a bugle call by the rallye master. It was a dis-
tance and observation rallye where participants 
must follow a set of instructions, determine the 
exact mileage of the route and find observations 
from clues from the Rallye Master. The partici-
pants were led on a course that went up toward 
Mayville, through Horicon (with a stop for ice 
cream!) and then through the scenic Kettle Mo-
raine area near Holy Hill. There were some great 
twisty, windy roads with many different views of 
Holy Hill. The Rallye ended at the Pike Lake 
House in Hartford where libations and a great 
dinner was had along with swapping of stories 
about the trials and tribulations of the rallye. 
  
We had ten teams total including some that were 
new to rallying. John and Regina Greidanus came 
in first place taking home the traveling trophy. 
Second place was taken by Jim and Cathy Loseke 
and third by Dean and Nancy Pearson. All in all, 
a good time was had by all. Hope to see more 
members at the next rallye in the fall.  
 
                              

MBCA-WI Spring Rallye 
By Gary Matthies 
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New Members 

Tracy Smith, Melvin Briggs, Connie Wells, James Peychal, Diane Kovacs, 
Andrew Luckhardt, Gregory De Tennis, Douglas Wick 

July Expirations: Mike Tiskus, Lee Callaway, Rick Anderson, Quinn Ewald 

August Expirations: Theodore Binder, Robert Heinrich, Dan Hellenberg, 
Mary Landis, Thomas Telderer, Thomas Napierala 

Expiring Memberships 

September Expirations: Fred Stich, Mike Mraz, Mark Akgulian,                
Joe Rakow, Bruce Kamradt, Bob Johnson, Robert Kummer,                  
Lars Lewander, Richard Lenart, George Odishoo, James Burgus 


