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2014 Officers & Board Members 

Board Meetings 
    

Board meetings are typically held in the Brookfield library on 
the second Thursday* of every month starting at 7:00 pm.  
We encourage  member attendance at these meetings and 
welcome any assistance that can be provided in the planning 
of club events.  Recommendations for new activities or com-
ments on current events is always welcome. 
 
*Exception to board meeting dates: Board meetings for the 
month of Feb and April will be held Feb 20 and April 17. 

Advertiser Support 
    

We appreciate the support of our advertisers and we ask our 
club members to support the advertisers in this publication.  
Please let these advertisers know that you are a club member 
when using their services.  However, advertising in this 
newsletter does not imply approval of the products or ser-
vices by this newsletter nor the officers or board members 
of this club. 

Mercedes-Benz  
CLA-Class 

    
Mercedes-Benz has expanded its lineup with the 2014 CLA-
Class. The four door coupe takes its cues from the CLS and 
is a brand new vehicle featuring world-leading aerodynamics,  
and avant-garde design with its frameless doors. This model 
features “Collision Prevention Assist” as a standard feature 
in which above 4 mph, this radar-based braking system will 
warn the driver of obstacles and anticipate braking before 
the driver steps on the brake pedal. 
 
The CLA comes with a powerful 2.0L turbocharged engine, 
producing 208 hp and 258 lb-ft of torque. It comes with 
ECO stop/start function as standard for improved gas mile-
age and is mated to a 7-speed dual clutch transmission for 
outstanding sporty performance and comfort. 
 
Optional equipment includes sport package, 4Matic all-wheel 
drive, DISTRONIC, Blind Spot Assist, Lane Keep Assist, 
and PARKTRONIC. 
 
Suggested retail pricing for the CLA250 is $29,900 and 
$47,450 for the AMG version. 
 
*CLA-Class shown on newsletter front page. Photo courtesy of Mercedes-
Benz Newsroom. 

 

2 



 

President’s Message 
 
Greetings to all members of the Wisconsin Section of the 
Mercedes-Benz Club of America.  It is with great antici-
pation that I write this message to all of you as I begin 
my term as Section president.  I’d like to give you a 
glimpse of upcoming events, some exciting new things 
we are working on, and an introduction to your new Sec-
tion president. 

First, however, I would like to congratulate both Dan 
Hellenberg on his selection as Regional Officer of the 
Year for the Midwest Region, and JoAnne Peterson on 
being named Member of Year for our Section.  JoAnne 
also put together a great Christmas lunch at the Wiscon-
sin Club which you can read about elsewhere in this 
newsletter.  Last but not least I would like to thank Andy 
Stockhausen for his service as your president for the past 
two years.  I have some big shoes to fill! 

As you will see from the Upcoming Events Section most 
of our major events are already scheduled.  Our next 
event, the bus trip to the Chicago Auto Show is already 
booked to capacity.  The soon-to-become-a-tradition-
March Fish Fry and both the spring & fall Tech Sessions 
are already scheduled, so mark your calendars now and 
plan to attend!  We hope to have a private party area dur-
ing German Fest and continue our participation at the 
Milwaukee Masterpiece under its new management.  
Road America was very fortunate to secure a spot on the 
inaugural calendar of the TUDOR United SportsCar 
Championship, and we have a new event planned to co-
incide with that weekend in August.  We’re also working 
on a late spring /early summer Rallye. 

We are looking for suggestions for Dine-2-Drive venues 
to add to the events calendar, so if you have any sugges-
tions, please don’t hesitate to contact myself or any of the 
other board members.  Finally, if you have any ideas or 
suggestions for events, please don’t hesitate to let the 
board know.  We are always looking for input and opin-
ions from our members. 

2013 was a great year and we are working diligently on 
several new initiatives to make 2014 even better.  The 
first is a concerted effort to publish this newsletter 6 
times a year, and on a regular & consistent schedule.  We 
have brought the “final assembly” of the newsletter in-
house to help avoid delays, and thanks go to Frank 
Geracie for volunteering to take on this effort.   

Continued on page 4... 
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Continued from page 3 

                                           President’s Message 
 
We also have a new e-mail address for member communications, MBCA.WI@gmail.com.  Please feel free to use 
MBCA.WI@gmail.com to communicate with myself or any board member.  In conjunction with the new e-mail address we 
are exploring different alternatives to better deliver the newsletter and other communications to our membership electroni-
cally.  Another initiative is to be able to offer online registration and payment for events to those members who prefer an 
alternative to “snail mail.”  Paper registration won’t go away, so if you don’t use e-mail don’t worry!  The Section’s other       
e-mail address, BadgerStar@gmail.com is still active, but reserved for newsletter submissions. 
 
The by-laws of our Section are in need of a “tune-up” and Vice President Jim Loseke has volunteered to chair the effort to 
review and update our by-laws to make them consistent with MBCA National and current operating practices. 

Finally, the board is keenly interested in the opinions and ideas of our membership, and to that end we want to hold 
“listening sessions” during the year, where the membership can ask questions directly of the board, and find out first hand 
what the board is working on and future events for the Section.  The first of these listening sessions will be Saturday, April 
12th just prior to the Spring Tech Session at Black Forest.  More details to follow. 

Who is your new president?  My lovely wife Deborah and I live in 
Janesville with our toy poodle Froto, where I have owned a CPA 
firm for 25 years.  Deb works in human resources for the U.S.      
Department of Agriculture.  Family interests include sports car & 
Formula 1 motor racing, travel, listening to the Blues and cooking.  
We joined MBCA in 2009 after I purchased my new-but-a-year-old 
CLK350, and are now fortunate to have a C300 4Matic in the  stable 
as well.  Other volunteer activities include currently serving as the 
immediate past president of the Institute of Management Account-
ants (IMA) Mid-America Council (2,500 members in 14 chapters), 
and on the scholarship committee of the Iowa State   University (Big 
12, not Big 10) Alumni Association.  Previously I served twice as 
president of IMA’s Madison chapter, and spent six years on the 
board of directors of the Iowa State Alumni Association, including 
one year as Vice Chair of the Board. 

In closing, my challenge to everyone is to get involved with your Section!  Plan to attend events, or better yet help by volun-
teering for one of two positions outside of the board we are currently looking for: 

Wanted:  Membership Chair(s) 
The Wisconsin section is looking for an outgoing individual or individuals to welcome new members and encourage their 
participation in club events.  Other duties include notifying members whose membership is about to expire and encourage 
them to renew.  Finally the membership chair (or team) should monitor membership duration to make sure appropriate mile-
stone year pins are issued to members.  Board membership is not required! 

Wanted:  Event Coordinator(s) 
The Wisconsin section is looking for individual or individuals to help event hosts coordinate their respective events, follow-
up with event hosts to make sure pictures and articles are submitted to the Badger Star newsletter editor in a timely manner.  
In addition, an event coordinator will work to keep the board informed of planned and potential events, and ideally will have 
some ideas on both potential events and potential event hosts.  Board membership is not required! 

2014 is going to be a great year to be a member of the Wisconsin section of the MBCA.  Looking forward to seeing you at an 
upcoming event.      

   Bruce Hamilton 
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                              Mercedes-Benz Christmas Party 
                              December 7  - Wisconsin Club 
 
On a cold, clear, crisp Saturday, 45 members gathered at the Wisconsin Club 
for the Wisconsin Section Christmas Party.  Many members arrived early and 
had time to explore the three floors of the former Billy Mitchell Mansion to 
enjoy the old world craftsmanship of the building.  It has been completely  
restored to showcase its unique architecture, splendor and beauty of carved 
woodwork, ornate ceiling decorations and crystal chandeliers.  It was decked 
out in grand style throughout the entire  mansion with gorgeous Christmas 
decorations.  The Deutscher Room,  an intimate dining room on the first floor 
which features a huge copper  fireplace, rich wood accents and a quiet country 
setting, was the perfect place to enjoy the outstanding food which was elegant-
ly presented.  Some of our members immediately  said that they wanted to  
return again next year.  What a beautiful place to have our annual Christmas 
party! 
 
Our President, Andy Stockhausen, then presented the Wisconsin section mem-
ber award.  I could not believe that he called out my name!  What a wonderful 
surprise and honor.  Thank you very much!  Andy then presented the names 
of our new officers.  Our new President, Bruce  Hamilton, talked about up-
coming events for 2014 and asked for members to step forward to fill commit-
tee positions.  Santa Claus had stopped by earlier to make a delivery, so Christmas gifts were then given to all members. 
 
After lunch we drove to the Grohmann Museum, a real gem and hidden treasure in downtown Milwaukee.  The muse-

um opened in 2007 and is located at 1000 

N. Broadway, Milwaukee.  It is named in 

honor of Dr. Eckhart Grohmann, an 

MSOE Regent, Milwaukee businessman and 

avid art collector who donated the Man at 

Work collection to MSOE in 2001. High-

lighting the museum is stained glass, a mo-

saic atrium floor, a ceiling mural and eleven 

foot tall rooftop statues which were created 

by German artist Hans Dieter Tylle.   With 

over 900 European and American paintings, 

sculptures and works on paper that depict 

various forms of work, the Grohmann Mu-

seum Collection is the world's most com-

prehensive collection of its kind.  After the 

docent lead tour many members commented to me that they had no idea that this museum existed, and they were 

amazed that it contained so many wonderful pieces of art!  Many plan to return to the Grohmann Museum for another 

visit.  If you have never been there, put it on your “To Do” list for 2014. 

Happy New Year everyone! 

  JoAnne Peterson, Christmas Party Chair  
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“I have owned O’Reilly Motor 
Cars for  Twenty-two (22) 
years. 
 

We have what it takes to ser-
vice your late model M-B, 
BMW, VW, Audi, Volvo and 
Porsche. 
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German Fest 
July 26, 2014 

    
The MBCA  - Wisconsin Section is planning an event at 
German Fest.  Tentative plans include a catered noon    
luncheon in a VIP area and complimentary tickets to enjoy 
all the entertainment German Fest has to offer.  Watch for 
more information in the next newsletter or on the Club   
website.  Hosts: Dean and Nancy Pearson 262-782-7960 or       
npearson@wi.rr.com 

Milwaukee Masterpiece 
August 23-24, 2014 

    
Milwaukee Masterpiece will continue its fine tradition of pre-
senting Club Day on Saturday, Aug 23 and Masterpiece Con-
cours d’Elegance on Sunday, Aug 24 at Veterans Park on 
Milwaukee’s lakefront. The Kohler Co., Kohler Wis., has 
signed on as a major sponsor for the 2014 Milwaukee     
Masterpiece. 
 
On Saturday, Aug 23, local and regional car club members, 
including our Wisconsin Section of MBCA will be displaying 
their favored marques.  Club Day will begin with a Parade of 
Club Day vehicles from the Harley-Davidson Museum to 
the show grounds. 
 
On the evening of Aug 23, Masterpiece will hold “The Style 
and Speed Social” in which participants and guests will enjoy 
an evening of food, beverage and camaraderie in a unique 
setting. 
 
On Sunday, Aug 24, more than 250 stunning vehicles will be 
displayed to compete for awards including Best of Show, 
Chairman’s Cup and Chief Judge’s Day as well as first-in-
class distinction. 
 
Additional information on MBCA - Wisconsin Section’s par-
ticipation in this event will be forthcoming in the next issues 
of the Badger Star. 
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 Date      Event     Host  Telephone       Email   

 
  Feb 9  Chicago Auto Show Bob Turzik    262-251-2243      returznik@atpllc.com 
 
  Mar 14             Fish Fry Dining              Frank Lubinski   414-352-2912  frank_lubinski@sbcglobal.net 
 
  April 12  Spring Tech Session Mike McKinney   414-228-4899  michael@blackforestllc.com 
 
  July 26  German Fest  Dean & Nancy Pearson 262-782-7960  npearson@wi.rr.com 
 
  Aug 10 Road America  Bruce Hamilton   608-754-6066  hamiltonCPA@sbcglobal.net 
 
  Aug 23            Milwaukee Masterpiece Frank Geracie   414-870-6364  fgeracie@wi.rr.com 
  
  Sept 20 Fall Tech Session John Bell   414-543-3000   xjab007@gmail.com 
 

Upcoming Events 

New Members 

Eric Schwartz,  Michael Lieber Grafton,  David Hickman,  John Hoogland,  
Frederick Kier,  Ron Opicka,  Thomas Giles,  Wayne White,  Hennadly Nechval, 
George Roders 

January Expirations:  Dave Anderson, David Hansen, Phillip Richio 

February Expirations: Jon Krasselt, Stephen Kness, Richard Goodwin,        
Gen Woller, Willard Schwemmer, Karen Martin, Keith Hice,                     
George Gorchynsky 

March Expirations: Charles Candiano, Douglas Reasa, George Crawford,      
Steve Schlaefer, Gordon Rozmus, Paul Sachs, Daniel Heiking, David Colby,   
Al Lohman 

Expiring Memberships 



Chicago Auto Show 
Sunday Feb 9, 2014 

    
The 2014 Chicago Auto Show is the nation’s largest and 
longest running auto show. Mercedes-Benz will be high-
lighting at the show the redesigned 2015 C-Class which is 
due this fall and the new 2014 CLA-Class which is cur-
rently available.  
 
The Bus trip to the Chicago Auto Show has been sold 
out.  Boarding is from 9:00 to 9:30 am in Milwaukee and 
10:00 am in Racine, regardless of weather.  The pickup 
point in Milwaukee will be at the Hales Corners Park-n-
Ride lot at the intersection of I-43 and Hwy 45.  Pickup 
in Racine will be at the Park-n-Ride lot at the intersection 
of I-94 and Hwy 11. 
 
The return bus leaves Chicago at 3:45 pm and is expected 
in Milwaukee between 5:30 to 6:00 pm. 


