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Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday, February 10, 2013 

Chicago Auto Show 
(call 262-251-2243 for status) 

 
Friday, March 15, 2013 

Fish Fry Drive ‘n’ Dine 
Wisconsin Machine Shed Restaurant 

(See page 6 for Reservation Form) 
 

Saturday, April 13, 2013 

Spring Technical Session 
Black Forest 

(Details in next issue) 

President Andy Stockhausen Congratulates Bob Turznik,     
Our 2012 Member of the Year 



President’s Message: 
 

Hope your new year started off well.  Today, as I 
write this in Southeast Wisconsin we are getting out 
first measurable snowfall since March 4. 
 

The Mercedes performed well, the heaters and     
defrosters worked, and I did not have any close calls 
or even concerns on the way home from work. 
 

JoAnne came through with another great Christmas 
Party.  We even had a dusting of snow that day to set 
the tone and the Tosa West singers were very good.  
The attendees were very generous with the food for 
the Food Pantry. 
 

This followed three other club events since the last 
newsletter.  The Drive ‘n’ Dine to Ferg’s Bavarian 
Village was amazing.  Our hostess was a down-to-
earth woman who seemed very much to enjoy enter-
taining us.  We also enjoyed the drive as there was 
still a lot of color left in the leaves.  The annual 
meeting went well.  We had a nice day and a nice 
brunch at the Silver Spring Country Club.  Then 
there was the meet at Gyros West and the  
Hands-on-Garage. 
 

As we looked at the calendar during the December 
Board meeting, we realized we have an event every 
month this year, not including any Drive ‘n’ Dines.  
We hope that with the variety of events, you will find 
one or more events to pique your interest.  And we 
will add some Drive ‘n’ Dine events as we go.  Please 
check the schedule of upcoming events on page 4 of 
this newsletter.  I hope that those of you interested 
in Road America events respond to Bruce’s survey in 
this newsletter.  If you have suggestions for Drive ‘n’ 
Dines or other events, please let a board member 
know. 
 

I recently read an autobiography of one of our mem-
bers, Karl Ebenhoch.  The book, “Voyage of the 
Vulcania” tells about his youth in Germany, his arri-
val in the U.S. with 35 cents in his pocket, and his 
life here.  If the stories of others interests you, I be-
lieve you will enjoy it.  Using Google, I found it on 
several sites, including ebay and Amazon. 
 
Andy Stockhausen 
President 



“I have owned O’Reilly Motor Cars 
for  Twenty-two (22) years. 
 

We have what it takes to service 
your late model M-B, BMW, VW, 
Audi, Volvo and Porsche. 
 

We are a ‘Tire Rack’ installer with 

 

 

 

President         Andy Stockhausen     
          262-782-2286      
          ajs53151@gmail.com 
 

Vice President/ 
  Past President           Jerry Zajicek*      
          262-549-4656 
                                   jerome.zajicek@gmail.com  
 
Secretary         Dan Hellenberg 
                            414-839-6995 
                                  spatlese44@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer         Frank Lubinski 
                                  414-352-2912       
          frank_lubinski@sbcglobal.net 
 

Membership Chair/ 
  Director         Ron Sdun 
          262-251-9287       
          rsdun@wi.rr.com 
 

Director         Bruce Hamilton 
                        608-754-6066 
                                  HamiltonCPA@sbcglobal.net  
 

Director         James Pittelkow* 
                            262-236-0845                         
          pittjim@att.net 
 

Director         Pete Samolinski 
                                  715-573-1783          
          peteski@charter.net 
 

Director           Wim van den Berg 
                            608-345-1800 
                      mygr8star@tds.net 
 

Webmaster                 De Murr 
          262-243-5008 
                                  demurr@wi.rr.com 
 

Past President         Nancy Pearson 
                          262-782-7960 
                                  npearson@wi.rr.com 
 

Regional Director/ 
   Midwest Region      Bill Denton      
               wrdenton@trane.com 

2013 Officers & Board Members 

* New e-mail address 



Are You Interested in Either of  these Events? 

Heading to Road America for one (or more) of the racing weekends this summer?  Possible dates include: 
 

• June Sprints, June 13-16 
• The Hawk (Vintage Racing), July 18-21 
• Grand AM & American Le Mans Series, August 8-11 
• Elkhart Lake Vintage Weekend, September 6-8 
- OR - 
• Star Tech 2013, May 18 – 22 in Birmingham AL 
 

If anyone is interested in either of these types of events, or if you are planning to go, please let Bruce Hamilton 
know about your plans.  We need to know if there is enough interest in either  a Road America event or attending 
Star Tech 2013 to incorporate them into the club’s official schedule. 
 

Email Bruce at HamiltonCPA@sbcglobal.net or call (608) 754-6066 

Membership Expirations 

January 2013 — Susan Aukamp, Dave Knebes, Biney Assan, Wayne Mertens, Gerry Vondrakchek, and 
Jacqueline Schellinger 
 

February 2013 — Lynn Ergish, Genevieve Woller, Wim van den Berg, Joseph Lee, Joe Santowski, and Ryan 
Endries 
 

March 2013 — William Meyer, Frank Geracie, John Bohlman, Mike Pritzl, Richard Diercksmeier, Daniel 
Heiking, Chris Allen, Steve Schlaefer, Greg Gralewski, Gordon Rozmus, Al Lohman, and Edward Land 
 

 

Aly El-Ghatit (Milwaukee), Timothy Oleszczuk (Brookfield), Dean Hoppe (Wauwatosa), Andrew Opicka (Green 
Bay),  Patrick Higgins (Cameron), Joseph Russo (Cedar Rapids, Iowa), Julie Birschbach (Neenah), and Dennis 
Statz (Sturgeon Bay) 

Members of the Wisconsin Section met for a delicious champagne brunch on Sunday, October 21, 2012 at the  

Silver Spring Golf & Banquet Center (La Par Restaurant). President Andy Stockhausen opened our annual meeting 

with the reading of the minutes from last year’s annual meeting by Secretary Dan Hellenburg. Treasurer Frank  

Lubinski gave his annual report of the Club’s financial condition. 

Andy then proceeded to the election of three board members. After the votes were counted by JoAnne Peterson, 

the results were announced. We elected one new board member, Bruce Hamilton, and re-elected two existing 

board members, Dan Hellenburg and Jerry Zajicek. Congratulations to Bruce, Dan, and Jerry. 

Members also heard about the new events for the coming months. Mercedes–Benz of Elmbook furnished an   ex-

cellent selection of door prizes. Our thanks to Bryan Loser, who is the parts Manager at Elmbrook, for donating 

many of these prizes.  

Mercedes-Benz Club of  America — WI Section 
Annual Meeting Report 

Welcome to Our New Members 



Wisconsin Section Annual Christmas Party — December 9, 2012 

Sunday, Feb 10th              Chicago Auto Show trip             Call 262-251-2243 for status   Bob Turznik 
 
Friday, March 15th Fish Fry Drive ‘n’ Dine            See Flyer —this issue page 6    Frank Lubinski 
 
Saturday, April 13th Spring Tech Session            Black Forest     Mike McKinney 
 
Saturday, August 24 Masterpiece Concours            Milwaukee Lakefront    Bob Turznik 
 
Sept 28 – Oct 5              Circle Lake Erie Tour            Western Reserve Section                Don Velcio   
 
October 4 – 5 – 6 Fall Rally             Door County     Nancy Pearson 
 
December 7th  Christmas Party                         The Wisconsin Club     JoAnne Peterson 
 

December 9th was the day that the Wisconsin section met at the Best Western Midway Hotel in 
Brookfield for their annual Christmas party.  The weather outside was frightful, but the party 
inside was delightful! Owned by Wisconsin section member Scott Muehlmeier, the restaurant 
prepared a scrumptious Sunday champagne brunch consisting of carved roast beef, a variety of 
meats, made-to-order omelets, smoked salmon, shrimp, and assorted salads, fruits and vegeta-
bles.  Brunch was topped off by a beautiful array of desserts consisting of Black Forest Torte, 
petit fours, éclairs and bars. 

 

All members were then informed of some of the main events planned by our board of directors for 2013.  Every-
one was thanked for donating nonperishable food items for our local food pantry. This community service project 
raises our club’s presence in our community. Bob Turznik was awarded the Member of the Year Award for our 
Wisconsin Section in recognition of his many years of organizing club events.  Each section member was also   
given a beautifully wrapped Christmas gift. 
   
To complete the festive event, the girls’ 
choir of Wauwatosa West High School 
under the direction of Jason Meissner 
entertained us with a variety of Christ-
mas songs.  To conclude, members 
joined them in singing some of our  
favorite Christmas carols.  Everyone 
left the party in a jovial Christmas spirit 
and in the mood to celebrate the com-
ing holiday. 
 
JoAnne Peterson 
2012 Board Member  
   & Party Coordinator 

 

MBCA Wisconsin Section 2013 Schedule of  Upcoming Events  



 



Winter conditions in Chicago bring special needs for our      
vehicles that in other parts of the country and world are not 
required. Due to the extreme cold, snow, ice and road salt we 
experience we need to make modifications and take precautions 
that others may not. 
 

Winter preparation starts with a good cleaning of both the inte-
rior and exterior, specifically focusing on cleaning dirt etc. from 
the fender well lips and underneath the car. Follow this with a 
few coats of wax, even using a heavy spray wax underneath the 
car, wheel well lips, and other places where it is hard to apply a 
paste wax to try to give your car as much of a fighting chance as it can from the Midwest’s heavily salted roads. 
Weekly thorough car washes and frequent reapplication of wax are a must to try to keep rust to a minimum for as 
long as possible. 
 

Some of the items I keep on my winter checklist include replacing the car’s starting and accessories (if equipped) 
batteries if they are over 5 years old as winter (as well as hot summer days) place extreme demands on them and a 
failing battery will be more likely to fail this time of year. 
 

Other simple items to replace are standard wiper blades with winter blades that are made with rubber that can ac-
commodate colder temperatures as well as being dragged across an icy windshield without breaking down as quick-
ly as well. Winter grade washer fluid that contains a deicer chemical and is less prone to freezing should also be 
used this time of year, though most modern Mercedes have heated washer fluid containers that will thaw out par-
tially frozen standard fluid if that is all that is available when yours needs topping off. 
 

A winter emergency kit is also good to keep in the trunk. Items including a blanket, windshield scraper, flashlight, 
boots, gloves, road flare, snacks and water are good to keep with you. Mercedes can also help with many mechani-
cal issues if you are stranded somewhere though roadside assistance (1-800-FOR- MERCEDES), which depending 
on when you purchased your car and the last time it was dealer serviced may be available to you for free. 
 

While many modern Mercedes have 4Matic all wheel drive this system cannot function if the tires cannot get trac-
tion. At the least it is important to check the wear on your tires (tires should be replaced if tread depth is below 
4/32" deep). In the colder weather air condenses as well which means it is important to check your tire pressure on 
a cold day as it may be low if you haven’t last checked it since the summer. One of the best ways to improve winter 
traction is purchasing a separate set of winter tires designed with softer rubber compounds and unique tread pat-
terns to better handle cold, snow, and ice. The difference in the car’s ability to turn, stop, and accelerate in adverse 
winter condition with winter tires is dramatic, like night and day.  
 

I purchase a separate set of wheels to make the switch between summer and winter tires as easy as unbolting the 
summer wheels/tires and mounting the winter wheels/tires. Bridgestone's Blizzak, Michelin's X-Ice, and Continen-
tal's Extreme Winter Contact tires are all excellent performing choices for winter tires. A small investment in these 
tires can greatly increase your safety and may help you avoid an accident this winter by giving better traction in ad-
verse conditions. 
  
One last winter tip. If you find yourself stuck, unable to move with your wheels spinning in snow (for instance in a 

mall parking lot after the plow went by and "plowed you in"), try placing your floor mats under your drive wheels 

(rear wheels for standard Mercedes or all 4 wheels for 4Matic models), then try pulling out. Often the mats will 

give you enough traction to get going. 

Winter Tech — By Jason Burton, Editor of the Chicago Section Newsletter 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


