
President’s Message 
 
 
 

Dear Members, 
 
 
Our fall season provided several different events from the Tech  
Session at Concours Motors, to the Regional event at the EAA  
German Wings and Wheels in Oshkosh, and wrapping up with the 
Fall Rally and Annual Meeting in Waupaca. In addition, we had the 
Drive to Dines in Genesee Depot, Hartford, and Sheboygan. Still to 
come is the Christmas Party on December 4th at the  
Oconomowoc Lake Club. Thanks to all the hosts for these events. 
They put in a lot of time and effort to provide these various  
activities for all of us to enjoy. 
 
At the annual meeting, the members elected to expand the board to 
9 from the previous level of 7. Please join me in congratulating our 
returning board members, Frank Lubinski and Jim Loseke, and in 
welcoming our new board members, Jim Stowell and Ron Sdun. 
Your officers this year are yours truly- President, Jerry Zajicek-Vice 
President, Jim Loseke –Secretary, and Rita Anderson-Treasurer. 
 
 
Thank you, 

Nancy Pearson 

BADGERBADGERBADGERBADGER
N o v e m b e r / D e c e m b e r  
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Visit the MBCA-Wisconsin Section Website at www.mbca-wi.org and  
the National Club on the Web at www.MBCA.org 

WE ARE ON INTERNET!           MBCA-WI.ORG  

Schedule of  
Upcoming Events 

 
 
 

Annual Christmas  
Party 

December 4, 2005 
Scott & Colleen Lowry 

(262) 567-1948 
 
 
 

Drive to Dine 
January, 2006 

TBA 
 
 
 

Chicago Auto Show 
February 19, 2006 

TBA 



 
Mercedes Club  
Anniversaries 

 

November 
 

                 Allan & Caroline Wolfmeyer (5 years) 
                                     Rodney & Dolcye Johnson (30 years) 
 

                              December 
 

James Barry Jr. (5 years) 
Robert & Rosemarie Herbert (5 years) 

Greg Johnson (15 years) 
Ed Dauer (20 years) 

Gordon & Gen Woller (20 years) 
Doug & Joan Borcherdt (25 years) 

 

Welcome New Members 
Marilyn Bhend 

Louis & Diane Cerrone 
Kirt & Dixie Fiegel 

Micca & Alan Hutchins 
Andrew Lewis 

Lana Olsen 
Robert & Carol Turznik 

Membership Pins Waiting to  
be Claimed by Members 

 

Membership pins are available for all club anniversa-
ries ending on an even 5 years (10, 15, 20...etc.).  If 
you have or have had a club anniversary that quali-
fies and would like a pin please email Ron Sdun at 
rsdun@wi.rr.com or call me at 262-251-9287 and I 
will see that you get your pin.  Members eligible for 
pins in November/December 2005 are: 
 

Greg Johnson, Ed Dauer, Gordon Woller, 
Doug Borcherdt and Rodney Johnson 

 
 

For those who want name badges, they are $ 8.50 
each. I will order them and when received, send 

them to you with a statement.  

 

Sunday December 4, 2005 
OCONOMOWOC LAKE CLUB 

Cocktails at 4:00 (Cash Bar), Dinner at 5:30. 
Hosted by:  Scott & Colleen Lowry, (262) 567-1948 

 

From Milwaukee:  Capital or I-94 to Hwy 16.  Hwy 16 to Gifford Rd, Exit 176.  Left on Gifford Rd (south).  Go over RR Tracks to the 2nd 
stop sign.  This is Beach Rd.  Left on Beach Rd and at the first right, turn right on Lake Club Circle.  You will see the entrance. 
 

From Madison:  I-94 to Hwy 67 North (exit 282).  67 north which makes a horseshoe curve.  Right on Gifford Rd (south).  Go over RR tracks 
and follow directions above. 
 

Gifts for all members in attendance            JACKETS REQUIRED!!              Door prizes for the first 5 reservations 
 

Reservation Deadline is Wednesday, November 30, 2005 and No cancellations after December 2nd 
 

Reservations:  Name            Number Attending 
Address:                    Tel 

Cost $38 per person—Make Checks Payable to MBCA—Wisconsin Section 
 Roasted Pork Loin w/carmelized onion & sherry sauce, and garlic mashed potatoes 
 Dijon Chicken w/herb pretzel breading and blended rice 
 Whitefish Almondine w/toasted orzo pasta 
 *all dinners include Caesar Salad and dessert* 

 

Total Dollar Amount for Dinners Ordered: 

Please 
indicate 
the  
quantity 
of each 

Mail to:   
Scott & Colleen Lowry 
36024 S. Beach Road 

Oconomowoc, Wisconsin  53066 



Meet Our Members 
            How to buy a Benz on Ebay! 
 

In February 2002 while attending the Chicago Auto show with the Mercedes Benz 
club there was a new style car in the Mercedes viewing area.   This was the first year 
for the 230 Kompressor Sport Coupe, a car designated to attract entry level buyers 
to the marquee.  I had always liked hatch backs and this was the first hatch back 
that Mercedes had ever produced.  The car that was displayed was overloaded with 
all of the available options and it was in the Paprika color that graced the bro-
chure.   I absolutely had to have one!   Unfortunately, funding was not available at 
the time so I thought that I would wait a while and continue to drive the Honda. 
 
Fast forward to April of 2003.  I was looking on Ebay and, lo and behold, there 
was the exact same car, color and options that had graced the unit at the Chicago 
auto show.   The car was located in Pittsburg and had 16,000 miles on it.   It had 
every available option other than the automatic transmission.   I thought that if 
there were ever a time to try to own one of these this was it.    It was a 7 day auc-
tion so I had plenty of time to ask questions, etc. 
 
The first thing that I did was to contact the owner and set up a dialog about the 
car.   The owner had taken it as a European delivery with his girlfriend.   The car 
had always been serviced at the local Mercedes dealer and it had many pictures 
showing the condition.   I was given permission to contact his local dealer and talk 
with them about the history of the service, repairs, etc which I did.   The local 
service manager was very helpful and gave me a full run down on everything that 
had ever been done to the car.   The car also had the extended warranty which 
would transfer to the new owner.  The factory paid service up to 50,000 miles was 
also transferable.  With the factory warranty standing behind it, the only downside 
risk to buying this car was if it had been in a flood or stolen which the service 
manager had assured me that it wasn’t. 
 
I decided to put in a test bid for the car about 3 days prior to the end of the auc-
tion.  I had the top bid until about 1 day before the bidding ended and then 
someone else beat me out.   The reserve still had not been met so I went ahead and 
bid an amount that was $500 less than my top amount.   This bid held until 30 
seconds prior to the end of the bidding when someone else jumped in and outbid 
me.   The reserve was still not met.   I already had my final bid prepared and I just 
clicked on the “bid” button.   Not only was I the last bidder (the other guy  
couldn’t get another bid in prior to time running out) but the price that I put in 
met the minimum!   The car was mine. The other bidder tried to get the seller to 
let him have it but the seller stuck to their principals and said that it was my car. 
 
I worked with the seller and sent a deposit the next day.   The remainder of the 
money I took with me when I went to Pittsburg to pick up the car.   I figured that 
if there was something I really didn’t like about the car then I still had the bulk of 
my money in the form of a check and I could have just come back home.   The car 
was everything that had been advertised.   The seller was very meticulous about his 
cars.  There were only 2 minor rock chips on it.   It took me 700 miles from Pitts-
burg back to Green Bay to figure out what all the buttons would do!   I now have 
87,000 on the car and have really loved every minute of it.   My enjoyment has 
been enhanced by the fact that I got the car with all its options for a little over ½ 
of the price of what a new one would have been.  Gotta love Ebay! 
 

 

       -Jim Loseke 

Member Classifieds: 
 

For sale:   Four (4) wheel dollies for car storage.   One dolly for each wheel.  Each dolly is on 4 casters.  These dollies are put under each wheel 
allowing you to push your car (slowly!) around like a roller skate on any level surface.  These are in great shape and have been rarely used.  I  
believe that each dolly has a 2000 pound capacity.  Asking $30 for the set.  Will deliver, for free, to anyone attending a MBCA Wisconsin section 
event, at that event.  For information contact Jim Loseke @ 920.468.2024 or email at dasbenz@new.rr.com. 
 

Robert Zaleski owns a 1975 450 SL in very nice shape.  The SL is red with two new black tops, both a hard and a soft top.  The car has been 
completely maintained by Black Forrest.  Along with the new tops it has a new radiator, new compressor, new head gaskets, and new catalytic 
converters.  He is asking $9,500; please contact him at (414) 425-7274. 
 

Charles Schultz owns a 1970 Mercedes 300 SE 6.3, the fastest sedan Mercedes ever made.  Excellent mechanically, does need some body  
restoration.  Good tires and top of the line Blaupunkt stereo.  Best offer.  Can be seen in Oshkosh, WI.  Call Charlie at (608) 325-6392 or  
Doug at (920) 303-0316.  

MEMBERSHIP QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Many of you were contacted over the last few weeks in regards to our 
Membership Questionnaire.  Our board thanks each and every one of you 
for your time.  We were able to receive some very valuable information 
from 100 of our members, which we will begin to share through our  
section newsletter.  We asked 6 questions, we will focus on club  
membership in this issue (only the top 5 answers are listed): 
 
 

Q: What prompted you to join the club in the first place? 
 

1.  Star Magazine   
2.  Ads/Referral/Dealers  
3.  Social Events    
4.  Knowledge/Tech. Info   
5.  BadgerStar    
 

Q: What were you looking to get out of the car club? 
 

1.  Star Magazine   
2.  Social Events   
3.  Technical Knowledge   
4.  Networking   
5.  BadgerStar   
  

Q: What types of activities or benefits would you like to see added? 
 

1.  Car Shows   
2.  More Tech Shows   
3.  More Rally’s   
4.  Dinners/Lunches   
5.  Sport Driving/Road Course  

POLO SHIRTS FOR MBCA MEMBERS 
 
These are fine quality cotton shirts with the MBCA-Wisconsin 
Section logo. They come in a choice of navy blue, with ivory trim 
and a silver/gray logo or ivory, with navy trim and a navy blue 
logo. The cost is $32.00 plus $3.00 shipping or a total of $35.00 
per shirt. Delivery on ordered shirts is expected to be less than 2 
weeks.  
 

To order please contact:   
 

Dave & Rita Anderson 
3917 W Gazebo Hill Pkwy 

Mequon, WI 53092 
Davnrita@msn.com or (262) 238-9912 



 

Wisconsin Section Participates in 
EAA German Wings and Wheels  

 
On September 10, 2005, the Wis-
consin Section joined with the Wis-
consin Volkswagen and Porsche 
clubs to participate in the Second 
Annual German Wings and 
Wheels event at the Experimental 
Aircraft Association (EAA) airport 
and museum in Oshkosh. 
        Mercedes on Display 
 
A total of 39 Mercedes automobiles of all ages and models we 

in attendance along with well over 
100 other German built autos. In 
addition to the presence of a vintage 
German aircraft the highlight of  
the show was rides in a vintage bi-
plane.   
 

           Bi-plane Rides 
 
Also the attendees enjoyed a visit 
to the EAA museum.  

 

           John Bunda with 
     “People’s Choice” Award 
 

Trophies were awarded in four different  
categories as follows: 

 

Contemporary Sedan 
1st Place—Brad & Michelin Taylor  1995 E300D 

2nd Place – Bill Baughman   2002 C230K 
3rd Place—Eric Goodrich  1993 300E 

 

Contemporary SL 
1st Place—Wendy Brown  1997 SL320 

2nd Place – Nancy Pearson  2004 CLK 320 
3rd Place—Russ Smith  2001  SLK 320 

 

Vintage Sedan 
1st Place—Frank & Cathy Lubinski  1989 300 SEL 

2nd Place – Karl Ebenhoch   1983 300TD 
3rd Place—Marilyn Bhend 1979 450 SLC 

 

Vintage SL 
1st Place—John Bunda 1955 300 SL Gull wing 

2nd Place – Gordon Woller 1986 560SL 
3rd Place—Jim Fitzgerald  1986 560 SL 

 

Michael McKinney won the “Judges Award” for his 1972 
206D Bus and the EAA “Peoples Choice” for the entire event 

went to John Bunda and his 1955 300SL Gull Wing.   
Congratulations John!  

 

 

’05 Fahren Zum Essen  
Geht Zu Ende 

 
If you didn’t get in on the Drive To Dine experience this 
summer, it was not only your loss, but also a loss for those 
who did attend these varied events.  You see, the partici-
pants are really enjoying the camaraderie at these events and 
learning more about our people, how they came to own 
Mercedes, how long they have, which models they have 
owned, their experiences with the cars in and out of the 
club, etc.  Yet, this is just the beginning of topics heard at 
these informal lunches. 
 
Since the last 
newsletter a small 
group met in 
Genesee Depot, 
courtesy of Bill 
Bayliss, at Corner-
stone Restaurant 
& Deli for a great 
lunch.  Later in 
September about a 
dozen met at the 
Mine Shaft in Hartford and many adjourned for custard 
treats afterwards.  Todd and Terry Knutson hosted the 
lunch and there was lively discussion about diesels, some of 
Todd’s recent finds, and Nils showed his “laminated” fac-
tory bill of sale on the ’81 300SD.  October 1st, seventeen 
members plus two guests finished this years D2D schedule 
on a beautiful fall day at the Blue Harbor Resort on the 
Sheboygan lakefront, thanks to the planning of Pat & Mel 
Mahlendorf. Lunch in a nautical atmosphere was followed 
by tours of the facility for those who wanted.  As usual, con-
versation continued into the parking lot around the cars 
until little by little people pulled themselves away. 
 
So, for 2006 don’t just read about the fun, resolve to make 
it to some of these events or if you did make one or two, 
commit to making more of them.  Members have already 
requested of the board to start them earlier in 2006 and we 
are still committed to have them located around the state – 
but we need help.  In the next couple of months think 
about a place you like (that will accommodate a group of 
about 20 around 1-2 tables) and email your ideas to Dean at 
dcpearson@wi.rr.com or call them to Nancy at 262-782-
7960.  In the first ’06 newsletter, we’ll propose some dates 
and work to fill them with your suggestions.   
 
Thanks to all of you who drove and participated.  But, a 
special thanks to those who suggested a favorite location 
and to those who agreed to host a date. 



 

FALL TECH SESSION 
 
We had a very nice get together at the body shop of Concours 
Motors. The food and wine were excellent like in previous 
years. The hospitality of Concours was unmatched.  The  
manager of Concours Motors, Joe Tolfa, was present the 
whole time. The factory rep Rick Lane introduced the new R-
class. An impressive automobile.  We toured the facility 
which was also very interesting. Finally a more technical tech 
session.  Several cars were in various stages of repair and it 
was neat to see what goes on in repairing modern cars. Frank 
Lubinski had the traditional raffle of nice door prices. I won 
the very last item, very nice though, but as it turned out, I was 
also the Grand Prize winner, and hardly anybody knew it. 
The Factory Rep Rick Lane came to Concours Motors driving 
a $190.000 600SL, AMG V12, bi-turbo. An awesome  
machine with an insane 600HP(!!!!) We got to look under the 
hood which was stuffed with the huge V12 engine.  It had 
modular wheels with fat 255 size tires. This car meant  
business.  Marveling about this piece of engineering suddenly 
I was asked if I would like to go for a spin.  Yes, really! Sure, 
why not. I seldom decline an offer to take a ride in a truly 
super car... Following here is a 5 minute riding impression of 
this awesome car: 
 
So, here I go in the passengers seat and Rick drives out of the 
garage.  Just tipping the throttle makes the car jump forwards. 
We drive around the lot a bit to warm up the engine. Then 
he turns around at the edge of the lot which might maybe an 
1/8th of a mile long. He said:"Ready?" And we are off.  What 
follows is a blistering acceleration of two seconds followed by 
tremendous brake force.  "That was with the traction control 
on" he said. He turned around and said:  "Lets try it now with 
the traction control switched off." He lined up the nose in the 
opposite direction and with screaming tires and roaring  
engine we flew back. The fence at the end of the "runway" 
nearing at unreal speed.  The brakes brought us again to a 
abrupt halt, straight and completely under control. We made 
our way to the other end of the garage where he had to be 
and this gave us a few seconds road time. Making a left turn 
he got the car in a beautiful tail out slide, perfectly under 
control. The man had done this before....you could just tell.  
Bit of a speed freak myself I could appreciate what he could 
do with this machine. I also see why he had this smile  
permanently on his face. That night he had to go to Itasca, 
MN and then after that to Denver. Somehow I did not feel 
sorry at all for this guy. I'm sure he did not either.  Is there 
any job opening like that at MBUSA? Note to myself: Buy a 
lottery ticket. 
 

Wim van den Berg, pilot of Gr8star, the '87 300 SDL. 

 

2006  
SL65 
AMG 

 

FALL RALLY IN CENTRAL 
WISCONSIN 

 
Vivid fall foliage, sunny skies and 23 Mercedes Benz autos 
were the key ingredients for a fun-filled day of driving 
through the beautiful countryside of Waupaca county.  
The weather was gorgeous, and the colors were at their 
peak. The Wisconsin and 
Chicagoland sections 
jointly ran the rally route of 
75.1 miles which included 
three interesting rest stops. 
 
The first stop was a  
museum of 14 mint classic 
cars owned by Dave Lindsay 
of Manawa.  Many of these 
cars were from the 1930’s.  A 1931 Duesenberg, which 
scored 99.5 points out of 100 at the National Classic Car 
Club show this past spring, was the gem of the museum.  
Other cars in the collection included Cadillacs, Pack-
ards ,a Cord, and an Auburn.  The second rest stop was a 
roadside restaurant that overlooked the beautiful Chain 
O’Lakes.  The third stop was an old grist mill on the  
Crystal River that featured a chapel and a covered bridge. 

 
Rustic roads, with canopies of 
brightly covered trees, were  
enjoyed by the rally participants 
as they tracked down the  
answers to all the clues.  Some 
drivers even encountered flocks 
of wild turkeys.  The day con-
cluded with a wonderful dinner 
at the Foxfire Golf Club in  
Waupaca. 

 
First place winners were Jim and 
Cathy Loseke, second place 
went to Scott and Colleen 
Lowry, and third to Dave and 
Rita Anderson.  The trophies 
were engraved glass wine  
decanters and carafes.  Wendy 
Brown and Judy Yuenger had 
the winning poker hand and 
won a basket filled with wine 
and snack items.  A special thanks to Scott Tremlett for 
tabulating the final scores. 

 

 JoAnne Peterson 
 Dr. James Cadwallader 
 Rally Masters 

Rally Master Dr. Cadwallader  
sending the cars out 

First Place Champions 
Jim & Cathy Loseke with  

Rally Master  
JoAnne Peterson 

Last Place Champion Scott 
Tremlett with Rally Masters 

JoAnne Peterson and  
Dr. Cadwallader 



1200 North Mayfair Rd. 
Suite 400 
Wauwatosa, WI  53226 

Remember - the next event is 
the  Annual Christmas Party 

on December 4. 
Sign up today!   

 


