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Reminder: Tech Session and Pot Luck Lunch at Tafel Motors of Louisville from 10 AM – 2 PM 
on Saturday, October 11th, 2008! 

 

 
Welcome! 
 
We welcome new members to the Bluegrass Stars 
Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America.  
We are happy to have you join our club.  The 
success of our club depends on the participation of 
all members in our scheduled activities. Your 
comments on how we can improve or add more 
interesting events to our activities are very 
important. 
 
John Miller    Lexington, KY  
Richard H. Peck Owensboro, KY  
Edwin Randle   Frankfort, KY  
Kevin J. Renfro  Louisville, KY  
Garry K. Williams Louisville, KY 
Kimberly Anne Austin   Owensboro, KY  
Stacy Beeler       Bardstown KY  
Deborah A. Creech  Clarksville, IN 
Maurice Geurin    Louisville, KY  
JT Guerrero      Louisville, KY  
Sonya Lynn Stairs    Murray, KY 
 
Thanks to our dealers and shops for sponsoring new 
members to MBCA. 
 
President’s Message 
 
The Bluegrass Stars Section of MBCA hosted a 
“Mercedes-Benz Night at the Bats” game on 
Sunday, July 20th, 2008.  Club members gathered 
outside of Louisville Slugger Field to line up our 
Mercedes-Benz vehicles for a “Concours 
d’Elegance” on the Main Street sidewalk near the  
 

 
Pee Wee Reese statue.  Other members greeted our 
new members, old friends and guests.  Larry 
Gettleman and Dwight Brown took photos of the 
group.  We gathered behind the MBCA banner to 
be   photographed, and observed President Nat 
Williams as he presented the Bluegrass Stars 
Section Member of The Year (2007) Award to 
Louisville Bats team-owner Gary Ulmer for 
dedicated service to our Club.  We had a bar-be-que 
meal on the patio deck at 5:30 PM and watched the 
Louisville Bats’ victory over the Charlotte Knights, 
9 to 4.  (See attached photos)   
 
We had a very good turnout, thanks to all of the 
members and guests for braving the hot weather to 
come out to the event.  Some of us had to depart 
early because of threatening weather.  For the 
Bluegrass Stars Section next Mercedes Night at the 
Bats game, we are considering getting an inside box 
for our Mercedes-Benz Club. The outside seating 
arrangement, in the hot sun, is too much for our 
elderly club members and guests, including yours 
truly. 
 
We have a many knowledgeable members in our 
club. This includes several business owners, 
doctors, nurses and shop owners.  We need their 
opinions and ideas on things that are interesting 
to do as a club.  This could include a lecture at a 
club meeting.   
 
Congratulations to Mr. Art Rupe and Mr. Duane 
Bartlette, Bluegrass Stars members, and co-owners 
of R&B Motors LLC (located at the following 
address): 
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223 N. Adams Street 
Louisville, KY 40206 
Tel.  (502) 749-1002 
rbmotorsllc@insightbb.com 
 
Note: club members who own a business can put a 
free ad in The Bluegrass Star. 
   
Updated Calendar of Planned Events  
 
Saturday, October 11th:  Tech Session and 
Pot Luck Lunch at  Tafel Motors of 
Louisville from 10:AM – 2 PM 
 
The next event of the Bluegrass Section will be a 
Tech Session and Pot-Luck Lunch at Tafel  Motors 
of Louisville.  We will need to know how many 
guests and members will be coming.  Tafel is 
providing the tables and chairs for the event and 
need to know how many tables and chairs to set up.  
Members of the Bluegrass Stars Section, please 
bring a salad dish or a dessert to enhance the 
potluck lunch.  The club will provide the main 
course, a salad dish and a meat and /cheese dish, 
flatware, soft drinks, cups & plates, etc.  Rosie 
Williams will make her famous chili.  Please bring 
guests or potential members with you. Guests do 
not have to bring anything.  If you have problems 
getting to the tech session or have any questions, 
contact any of the local officials in the newsletter or 
call Tafel Motors at the tech session itinerary as 
listed below: 
 
Date:  Saturday, October 11th, 2008 
Time:  10 AM – 2 P.M. 
Place:  Tafel Motors 
Address: 4156 Shelbyville Road (St. 

Mathews) 
Louisville, KY  40207 

Phone:   (502) 896-4411  
 
http://www.tafelmercedes-benz.com  
 
The Tech Session and Pot Luck Lunch at Tafel 
Motors of Louisville will be a question and answer 
session.  Bring your questions for the technicians to 
get an answer for you.  If your Mercedes needs to 
go up on the lift to be checked out, it’ll be on a first 
to call, first served basis.  You may call Tafel, and 
please leave your name and model of car.  Tell Mr. 

Jack Sparling that this is for the Mercedes-Benz 
Club Tech Session on Saturday, October 11th 2008.  
Please contact the club president or club editor 
in the section officers address, located in the rear 
of the newsletter, to provide this information as 
soon as possible.   
 
Join us and receive a free car wash & door prizes 
while attending the tech session at Tafel! 
 
 
Monday, December 8th 2008:   
 
Holiday party / end-of-year club meeting at  
Erika’s German Restaurant in Louisville, 6-9 
PM.  –  Details to follow. 
 
The “Other” Rubber On The Road 
 
You often hear, "I just got new rubber for my car, 
and my car feels great". Usually, this comment is in 
reference to getting new tires. But there's a lot of 
rubber on your car between you and the road 
besides the tires - and these components, no matter 
who made them, deteriorate over time. The 
symptoms of bad suspension rubber can range from 
a vagueness of steering, or squeaking, to 
frightening rattling when going over bumps or 
potholes. In extreme cases, the failure of these 
small but crucial rubber parts can lead to the loss of 
control of your car, or even cause engine damage. 
 
Even if not actually collapsed or broken, the rubber 
used tends to become hard and inflexible, leading to 
harsh riding characteristics. If you bought the car  
25 years from new, you might not know that the car 
doesn't feel "normal". If you are the first owner, 
deterioration happens slowly over time, and you 
might not notice it either. 
 
Note that due to ozone concentrations, rubber 
deteriorates much more quickly in urban settings 
than it does in rural areas. This will affect rubber 
even if you never drive in rain or snow! 
 
 Here is a list of my experiences with my two 107 
SL's, now 22 and 23 years old. Most MB’s of that 
era have parts of similar function. There is actually 
more rubber in the suspension than these items 
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The club president, Nat Williams,presented the Bluegrass Stars 

Section Member of The Year 2007 Award to Gary Ulmer. Gary is 
also the owner of the Louisville Bats baseball team. 

 
Cars were displayed at the front of the stadium… 

 
 

 
… and not all of them were SL’s! 

 
Larry Gettleman and Dwight Brown took photos of the 

Bluegrass Stars Section members and the club banner in front 
of the Louisville Slugger stadium. 

 
After a good dinner, The club fans watched an interesting game 
until threatening weather closed in near the end, sending many 

home. 

 
Larry Gettleman’s SL, which seems “just right” with period 

wing mirrors and genuine knockoff wire wheels. 
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alone, but these were the worst pieces that I found 
on my cars. 
 
Torsion Bar Mount/Connector 
 
If these are bad, the torsion bar won't operate to 
spec and handling will suffer; if they are extremely 
bad, there will be quite a bit of rattling. This is a 
very easy replacement. 
 
Front Subframe Mounts 
 
Both cars had entirely collapsed back units, and 
partially collapsed front units. I suspect that 
dripping oil from valve covers or steering boxes 
contributes to the failure of the rear set. 
 

 
 
Front Motor Mounts 
 
Both cars exhibited the same problem: the left hand 
mount was cracked, and the right hand mount was 
actually broken (see picture). NOTE: the LH and 
RH sides look identical but are made of different 
rubber, and it is important that the correct parts be 
installed. It's also important to note that the 107 
maintenance manual mentions retorquing motor 
mount bolts to compensate for the crushing of the 
motor mounts over time. Some people on various 
Internet boards, including me, suspect that 
broken/loose motor mounts are the main cause 
behind catastrophic radiator neck failure on 86-89 
560SL's, because there is very little slack in the 
hose between the radiator and the water pump. 
When the motor moves when traveling over a bump 
or pothole or from acceleration, it pulls on the short 
and inflexible hose, eventually cracking the neck of 
the radiator. Losing the radiator coolant suddenly 

can cause engine damage even if the engine is 
immediately shut off. 
 

 
 
It is usually a good idea to replace all three of the 
above at the same time, because replacement of the 
motor mounts requires disconnecting or removing 
the previous two items. 
 
Idler Arm 
 
The 380SL developed a horrible squeak when 
turning. The lower bushing of the idler arm was 
completely destroyed by water and rust. 
 

 
 
Upper Control Arm Bushings 
 
This developed a "squeaking" on my 380SL. Note 
the lip on the new part, similar to the lip of the idler 
arm bushing rubber (see above). Once the lip is 
compromised, water gets into the bearing, 
destroying the bearing's plating, and deterioration 
progresses rapidly. 
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Lower Control Arm Bushings 
 
These are solid rubber but are also subject to age. 
They are extremely difficult to replace and best left 
to professionals. Caster and camber are adjusted 
here, and if the parts become frozen front end 
alignment of the car becomes impossible to adjust. 
 
Rear Axle Front Mounts 
 
Both cars had these replaced; they were compressed 
beyond spec. 
 
Rear Axle Rear Mount 
 
The 380SL’s mount was replaced because it did not 
measure properly in height compared to a new item. 
Both this and the previous item are among the 
causes behind the saggy rear body you see on some 
SL's. 
 
Note that replacement of many of the above items 
will require a re-alignment and re-aiming of 
headlights, particularly if you have European 
headlights. 
 
Are the above items worth replacing? In my 
opinion, yes. If you don't do the work yourself, it 
can get expensive, and replacement might be 
beyond many home mechanics, because of the 
special tools (ball joint removers, special socket 
wrenches and extensions) and lifting techniques 
(jack stands and jacks) required. The shop manual 
is also required, especially because of crucial 
torque values. Non-petroleum based lubricant must 
be used during installation or the new rubber will 

deteriorate quickly.  But I will say that after 
replacing these items, my cars feel tighter and rattle 
less; they drive like what I'd imagine a new model 
would drive like. I took the 560SL to the autocross 
in Indianapolis and the instructor was amazed how 
well the 560SL handled (he had owned several) and 
he had thought that I had done something special to 
it! 
 
This is certainly not all of the suspension rubber on 
these cars - ball joint boots and muffler suspension 
come to mind, and should be inspected during the 
replacement of the above items. But I assure you, 
that the replacement of even some the above items 
can make your "old" car feel like new. I intend to 
replace these items every 10-15 years or so :). 
-SJL 
 
Technical Manuals 

MBUSA has a number of technical manuals, wiring 
diagrams, owner's manuals, and other technical 
information available for owners. CD.ROMs or 
technical manuals for your car (up to model year 
1998) can be ordered from MBUSA at (800) 367-
6372.  

 
Discounted Parts 
 
If you wish to purchase Mercedes-Benz parts, the 
dealerships and shops listed have agreed to reduce 
by ten percent (10%) the total price of parts 
purchased by a Mercedes-Benz Club member with 
a current MBCA membership card. Your Editor has 
already more than saved his first year membership 
by taking advantage of these types of discounts. 
Restrictions apply; call for details. 
 
Discounts are available at: 
 
TAFEL MOTORS 
4156 Shelbyville Road (St. Matthews) 
Louisville, KY 40207 
(502) 896-4411 
 
AUTOBAHN MOTORS LLC 
1403 Hugh Avenue 
Louisville, KY 40213  
(502) 587-7827 
(See Don or Shawn) 
www.autobahnmotorsky.com  
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JAMES MOTOR COMPANY 
2440 Richmond Road 
Lexington, KY 40502-1301 
(859) 268-1150 
 
The Trading Post: Cars, Parts, and 
Accessories 
 
If you have a Mercedes-Benz or significant M-B 
part that you would like to buy, sell, or trade, just 
submit your ad to the Editor, The Bluegrass Star. 
All ads must follow the submission rules and the 
suggested format as found in the back of The Star 
magazine. They will be listed at no charge to a  
section member; no commercial ads will be 
accepted, however, without prior arrangement for 
payment. Your ad will appear in the next issue of 
The Bluegrass Star, and you may request listings in 
two subsequent issues. 
 
 For Sale 
 
Front & rear floor mats for W123, blue, 
embroidered star, used, $30.  
Four 14" alloy wheels, nearly new, $50 each. Half-
shafts for rear suspension R107, W115, W123 
& others, used, $100 each (price lowered).   
Shop Manuals: W115 (220D, &c.),W123 (300D 
&c.). Price TBD. Contact Larry Gettleman  (see 
Section Officers). 
_________________________________________ 
 
Four wheels, 8x16in, with tires; fits the 2000 S500 
Mercedes; $125each. 
Four door pull closer handles: fits the 2000 S500 
Mercedes; $50 each. 
Grille,  fits the 2000 S500 Mercedes; $225. 
W220 Tail lamp Assembly,fits the 2000 S500 
Mercedes; $125. 
Cup holder ,center armrest (leather), fits the 2000 S 
500 Mercedes; $150. 
Four-piece air vent for dash of 2000 S500 
Mercedes; $225. Contact Nat Williams (see Section 
Officers) 
 
 
Four original 14" rims and hub caps for 77 450 SL, 
Wheel P/N 1084000802, w/celery green hub caps 
in mint condition, $150 for set. 
  

Five MB 14" wire wheels, Zenith, true knock-offs, 
with tires. Need re-chrome. Fits 73-85 SL. 
$200 for set. 
  
Contact Gary Stephan, garystephan@bellsouth.net 
 
 
 
MBCA Membership Drive 
 
There have never been as many Mercedes vehicles 
on the road as there are today, and the sales figures 
for new Mercedes vehicles are up according to 
MBUSA. This implies that there are also many new 
potential MBCA members. MBCA has initiated a 
membership drive, in which current members can 
get one month of membership free for every new 
member enlisted via their referral! Forms and 
information are at the mbca.org website; if you are  
Internet-challenged, contact the editor (see officers) 
and we will send you some forms, or call the 
MBCA at 800-637-2360. 
 
Section Officers 
 
You can contact the Section Officers by snail-mail, 
phone or e-mail: 
 
President:  
Nat Williams 
1123 Sherwood Drive 
Radcliff, KY 40160-1154 
Phone: (270) 352-5410 
natw4889@msn.com 
 
Treasurer & Membership Chair: 
Larry Gettleman 
1461 South Fourth Street 
Louisville, KY 40208-2118 
Phone: (502) 634-1461 
gettleman@louisville.edu 
 
Editor:  
Steve J. Loboyko 
528 Lanarkshire Pl. 
Lexington KY 40509 
Phone: (859) 232-5173 
560mbsl@gmail.com 


