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See the Ancient Chaco World 

By Dick Sharp 

October 17-19, 2014 

For anyone who would like to see the wonders of Chaco Canyon, there is still room for 

them to be included in the good times for this October 17th-19th adventure. Contact 

Dick Sharp, at richardsharp31@gmail if you have not already done so! 

This trip will be pay on your own with two nights at the historic route 66 hotel the El 

Rancho which has large rooms and was the place where many movie stars stayed 

when filming westerns. Chaco Culture National Park in NW New Mexico Is remotely 

located and a two and a half hour drive from the hotel. We will encourage attendees to 

drive SUVs and non-SUV members can hitch rides from the hotel to the park with other 

members. 

Havasupai Weekend Havasupai is the premier Desert Stars event of the year often gaining 

recognition across the Southwest Region of MBCA.  And this year the 

event is “have-it-your-way” Havasupai.  We have a series of events, and 

you can choose which of them you will attend.  This in-town weekend takes 

advantage of the attractions right here in our own backyards, and hopefully 

piques your interest and involvement.  Pricing is a-la-carte, with events 

priced individually. 

On Saturday, September 13, we start with a “competitive driving” event at 

the Octane indoor go-cart track.  You can get the need to speed out of your 

system, without burning up your tires or your engine!  There will be prizes 

for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place cars in the event, and we will have a 

“spectator” area with snacks for the folks who choose not to drive.  We will 

meet at Octane Raceway at 1 PM, 9119 E. Indian Bend Rd, Scottsdale, 

and drivers must be licensed and at least 4’6” tall and race with closed 

shoes; pants are recommended (rather than skirts or shorts).  Price for 

driving is $27 per person, price for spectator area snacks and NO driving is 

$7 per person. 

Dinner Saturday evening will be at the nearby Orange Sky dining room at 

Sat & Sun, September 13-14, 2014 

By John and Roberta Phin and Bud Cloninger 

Escaping the Valley’s Triple Digit Heat in August 
Fri-Sun, August 8-10, 2014 

By Bud Cloninger 

A summer tradition of the Desert Stars is to take a 

weekend drive out of the Valley, and up into the 

cool pines of Northern Arizona. This year we have 

chosen the weekend of August 9 &10. Member 

Jim Boyle has secured some rooms at the Best 

Western Sawmill Inn at Heber / Overgaard. 

Mention you’re with The Mercedes Club when 

making reservations and receive a reduced room 

rate of $75.65 per night. Last year we missed the 

record high for that day down in the Valley, 114F! 

Go-Carts, fine Dinners, a beautiful Sunday 

drive and a Luau? Wow! This a-la-carte 

event has something for everyone! 

We were up north enjoying the intermittent cool 

rain showers and the smell of pine trees in the air. 

So whether you sit on the porch and watch the 

thunderstorms roll into the Valley or take part in 

the Saturday’s scenic drive to local points of 

interest this is the event to attend. Remember if 

you’re not in Heber / Overgaard this weekend, 

you’re not cool!  Best Western Saw Mill Inn, 1877 

Hwy 260 Heber AZ 85928. 928-535-5053 or  

1-800-372-9564 

Please see Havasupai  on page 5 

 

mailto:richardsharp31@gmail
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Desert Stars Section Officers and Board Members 

More Than a Car 

We’re a Community℠ 

New Members, “Welcome!” 
 April 
Dave Anderson 
Joseph Binsfeld 
Sam Dituro 
Jimmie Legrand 
Rex Mazonowicz 

May 
Richard Alsager 
Thomas Barker-Detwiler 
Randall Gottschalk 
Thomas Read 

I recently had the opportunity to attend 
the Southwest Region Presidents 
meeting held in Palm Springs, Ca.   
There was an interesting exchange of 
ideas amongst all the attendees from 
the other sections in our region.  It was 
nice to hear from other folks and it 
reinforced to me how awesome the 
Desert Stars are in so many ways. 

President’s Message 
By Debbie Ichiyama 

Both Lisa Juhl, MBCA Director of Marketing and Laura Simonds 
MBCA Vice-President were also in attendance.  Lisa provided us 
with a recap of Marketing and Membership Updates.  The National 
membership numbers have increased over the past six months to 
20,825 at the end of April 2014.  This number also surpassed the 
previous high of 20,700 in 2007.  

National Marketing is doing some test market strategies in Texas 
and New York to attract more members through direct mail and 
email recruitments.  Additionally, as you might be aware, MBCA has 
entered a marketing partnership with Airstream Luxury Coach Vans.  
Check out the ad in the current Star Magazine. 

If anyone would like a copy of the presentation, please contact me. 

I would like to thank everyone for all their hard work and dedication 
in making the Desert Stars section what it is today. 

 
Bill McLin 
Paul Miller 
Michael Minges 
Mark Wilson 

mailto:StarDustMBCA@gmail.com
mailto:deecloninger61@yahoo.com
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/
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Havana Café – Friday, September 26, 2014 at 6:00pm 

Join Desert Stars on Friday, September 26 at 6 PM at the Havana Café, 6245 
E. Bell Rd., Scottsdale, 85252.  We try to provide Club members diverse 
culinary experiences in venues that have passed the test of time.  Havana Café 
has thrived for 20 years!  The original location on Camelback was lost to 
redevelopment but the Scottsdale location continues under the same 
ownership.  The menu includes many Cuban and Latin dishes that are familiar 
yet sufficiently different to delight the senses.  RSVP to John or Roberta at 480-
272-8851, or jgphin@cox.net by September 19.  As usual, we will order off the 
menu with separate checks and there is no need to call the restaurant as John 
will handle reservations. 

Havana Café's recipes have been developed by owner and chef BJ 

Heranandez (right), and are adapted from traditional Cuban 

dishes. For more than 20 years Havana Café has gained many 

loyal customers. 

Star Night 2.0 
 By John and Roberta Phin 

Above: MBCA dinner at Maynards was a pleasure with a visit by 

Chapparal section member, Jennifer Sprung. 

See Memorial Day Weekend 2014 Road Trip,  Page 6 

Below: Degrazia Iconic Art: “Children” 

http://www.aztopshop.com/
mailto:jgphin@cox.net
mailto:MBMOTORSAZ@gmail.com
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It was a great Annual Meeting! 
By Debbie Ichiyama 

Update your email address with  

The National Business Office 

Contact our Membership Chair, Debbie 
Ichiyama, at 480-268-9535 or 

dichiyama@me.com 

A great turn out for the 2014 Desert Stars Annual Meeting luncheon at the Tanzy Restaurant.   

After starting with mingle time in the beautiful bar area, we gathered for a delicious lunch and were entertained by a slide show recap of 
the past events and important club information. It was nice seeing some members who we had not seen in a while, and fantastic meeting 
some new ones who made this their first event. 

Once we settled into the private dining area, outgoing President (he hates to be called “retired”), Bud Cloninger, presented plaques to the 
retiring Directors in attendance, Andrew Flynn and Bob Yoder. Also retiring was John Hutchison. We all owe each of them a helping of 
gratitude for their time on the board 

The election for Officers and new Directors was then held. The Officers are President Debbie Ichiyama, Vice President Bob Yoder, 
Treasurer Dick Sharp and Secretary Don Burton. Congratulations to our new Director, Ken Borowitz. 

Bud was honored, and occasionally roasted, by friends with stories of long ago. We concluded by presenting Bud Cloninger and his wife, 
Dee, with gifts of appreciation to thank them for all their hard work and dedication to the club over the years. 

Above: And you thought it 

was all business! 

Right: Dee and Bud Cloninger 

humbly accepted gifts of 

appreciation for their years 

of dedication to the club 

Below: Andrew Flynn received 

his plaque for service 

 

Above: Bob Yoder received his plaque for service  

Below: Dick Sharp (not photographed) shared a story 

and gave Bud a framed memory 

mailto:dichiyama@me.com
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the Talking Stick Resort.  The food is excellent and the 

view is one of the best in the valley.  A great place for 

before dinner, dinner and after dinner bragging (or 

fabricating) about the great race of the day.  This dinner 

will start at 6 PM,  is self-pay, so no pay in advance 

required. Orange Sky is at the top of the Talking Stick 

Casino and Resort at 9800 E Indian Bend Road, 

Scottsdale 

On Sunday, September 14, we will re-convene for a great 

day of fun driving through the streets of our beautiful city 

and ending in an afternoon Hawaiian-style “luau” for 

participants.  Get ready to Rallye like you’ve never 

Rallied before.  Contrary to most Rallye’s, we suggest you 

bring GPS, a smart phone or a tablet with mobile internet 

(if you have one).  Electronics are acceptable!  Not to 

worry - miles and time are still a component of the Rallye.  

Your Rallye Master has a way to level the playing field for 

all rallye participants. If you are a first time rallye person or a seasoned veteran, you will want to attend! So be sure to bring out all your 

toys in hopes of winning.   

And the Luau, well this part of the event is being overseen by a Hawaiian resident of many years.  Now that promises to be authentic!!  

Make sure you eat a hearty breakfast as we will meet up for the rallye 11 AM (place TBD) and we will give you some snacks to take 

along to carry you over until the Luau starts. (Of course you can stop along the route for lunch if you prefer)  The Luau will commence 

around 4 PM (ample time for all to finish the Rallye) at 6502 E. Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254.   Pricing for the Rallye and Luau is 

$20 per person.  

Again, you can participate in the Octane indoor go-cart, and/or Orange Sky dinner and/or Rally and Luau.  Your way works!!  Just be 

sure to fill out the reservation form and do the math properly and forward the correct amount for any of the pre-paid events. 

For more information please feel free to call John or Roberta at 480-272-8851 jgphin@cox.net. 

Havasupai from Page 1 

http://www.oei-design.com
mailto:Joseph.Thompson@ColdwellBanker.com
mailto:jgphin@cox.net
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Twenty-two Desert Star members traveled to Tucson for the 

long Memorial Day weekend in May 2014.  Early arrivers spent 

Friday evening dining at McMahon’s, and many visited the 

renowned DeGrazia Gallery in the Sun early on Saturday 

Above: Degrazia sculpture 

Top Left: MBCA Kartchner Group 

Left: Marianne Hutchison, Rich 

Schulte, and John Hutchison at the 

Degrazia Gallery Visit 

In The Mirror: Memorial Day Weekend 2014 Road Trip 
 By John and Roberta Phin 

morning. The Gallery in the Sun is 

a 10-acre historic district in the 

foothills of Tucson’s Santa 

Catalina Mountains, and inside 

and outside the museum buildings 

are the creative works of Ted 

DeGrazia. 

Saturday afternoon was spent 

“underground” exploring Kartchner 

Caverns, where the group learned 

about the discovery in 1974, 

development after 1978 when the 

“secret” of the caves was 

disclosed, and conservation of this 

“living” treasure deep in the earth.  

 

The cavern structures are still growing and changing and we 

followed our tour guide’s directions to preserve this natural 

wonder.  We then met for Mexican food at Café Poca Cosa.   

On Sunday it was out early to head up to Kitt Peak National 

Observatory, where the group toured the facility and an 

observatory.  The National Science Foundation signed a lease in 

October of 1958 with the Tribal Council of the Tohono O’odham 

Nation and started implementing what are now twenty-five 

optical and 2 radio telescopes on the peak.  We then enjoyed a 

picnic lunch catered by Feast on the Ramada at the top of Kitt 

Peak, which at almost 7000 foot elevation put us close to the 

heavens!  That evening Jennifer Sprung of the Tucson 

Chaparral Section joined the Desert Stars for dinner at 

Maynard’s.   

And of course we should mention 

the Happy Hour provided by the 

Embassy Suites each evening, 

where the group gathered for 

snacks and beverages and good 

company.  After dinner many in 

the group sat together in the 

garden or by the pool and 

continued the camaraderie 

through the night.  

For the hearty souls in the group, 

there was one more tour, a 

Monday morning visit to the 

Arizona Sonora Desert Museum, where we saw (most, some?) 

of the desert animals that are featured at the Desert Museum 

and the beautiful landscape and specimen plants that are 

nurtured there.  Then one more meal!!!  Lunch was at Proper in 

downtown Tucson completing the weekend.   

We all put a few miles on our cars, traveling to the depths and 

heights and desert floor of the beautiful Sonora Desert and 

environs.  The sites were amazing, but the company was even 

better!!! 

Kitt Peak National Observatory 
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Registration Forms 

Havasupai Weekend  

September 13-14, 2014 

Please register and pay by September 5, 2014: 
 

I. Octane indoor go-cart:  Driving AND Snacks $27.00 per person.         Number _____ Payment $_____ 

Name(s)________________________________ email__________________________________ 

II. Octane indoor go-cart: Snacks ONLY, no Driving $7.00 per person.      Number _____ Payment $_____ 

Name(s)________________________________ email__________________________________ 

III. Orange Sky Dinner RSVP.  Self Pay, reservation is required.    Number _____ 

Name(s)________________________________ email__________________________________ 

IV. Rallye and Luau, $20.00 per person.               Number _____  Payment $_____ 

Name(s)________________________________ email__________________________________ 

Call John and Roberta Phin with any questions at (480) 272-8851 
Credit Card payments available:  Call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535. 

Or make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: 
MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama 

6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

http://www.valleytlc.com
http://www.widmaierchiropractic.com
mailto:erhard.karen@mail.com
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Freunde des R107 
Special Contribution by Desert Star Mike Minges 

First, I would like to thank our new club president, Debbie Ichiyama, for the opportunity to write a column about a car I hold near and 

dear. My purpose is to describe the total experience of owning a R107, a car many of us love. My first interaction with the R107s 

began in the early 1970’s. 

I had recently been discharged from the Army 

after serving two and one-half years in Berlin, 

Germany. I landed in Wichita, KS and took a 

sales job at Scholfield Brother’s Pontiac, 

Honda and Mercedes-Benz.  Only 3 salesmen 

were allowed to sell Mercedes and it was a 

position that had to be earned. 

What would catch the Mercedes manager’s 

attention wasn’t volume of sales but product 

knowledge and demo ride. After one and one-

half years of selling Pontiac and Hondas I was 

given the opportunity to sell Mercedes and I 

jumped on it. I still remember my Mercedes 

manager telling me in his Oklahoma accent, 

“Now Mahke, I don’t want you to kill anyone, 

but if you don’t scare the folks just a little, 

you’re just not doing your job.”  

OK, boss. It was a grand two and one-half years and I knew someday I’d own a R107 of my own. Skip ahead to last spring. I 

auctioned off my ’04 Porsche Boxster and went on the hunt.  I found in Hemet, CA. what appeared to be my ideal R107, a 1989 

560SL. It had only 112k miles on the clock and 3 owners, two of which were in the same family. I was assured it was garage kept and 

well maintained. As it turned out, “well maintained” means to some the oil was changed regularly. Regular oil changes was all the 

maintenance it had since 1997. Yes, it was garaged kept but to say the interior was filthy is to say the Titanic took on water. Enough 

about me and my baby, let’s hear from you. I want to hear about restaurants, scenic back roads and experiences with mechanics and 

parts sources. Forward your thoughts regarding anything that will enhance our shared ownership experience. R107 owners would like 

to hear from other fellow R107 owners! 

Feel free to contact Mike through my email at StarDustMBCA@gmail.com – Ed. 

mailto:ftbshop@qwestoffice.net
mailto:tinoferrulli@scottsdale-mb.com
mailto:StarDustMBCA@gmail.com


 
Keep your address updated with the 
MBCA National Business Office at 

(800) 637-2360 
Online at http://mbca.org 

 

T H E ST A RDU S T  
J U L Y - A U G  2 0 1 4 

 

 

July 28- August 3, 2014 

August 8-10, 2014 

Sept 13-14, 2014 

September 26, 2014 

October 12, 2014 

October 17-19, 2014 

November 2, 2014 

November 8, 2014 

December 7, 2014 

 

Week  

Weekend 

Sat-Sunday 

Friday 

Sunday 

Weekend 

Sunday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

 

Trip to Germany 

Escape the Heat 

Havasupai 

Havana Café 

Star Night 2.0 - TBD 

Chaco Canyon National Park 

U.S. Grand Prix Watch - TBD event 

Tech Session - Pre-Purchase Inspection 

Holiday Party 

SAVE THESE DATES!!! 

Visit us at: 
www.desertstars.mbca.org 

 

 “Like” us on Facebook 
DesertStarsMBCA 

http://mbca.org/
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/

