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Desert Stars, the 2017 F1 season starts March 26 at the Australian Grand Prix in 

Melbourne, but the real kickoff to the World Championship will be at the Desert Stars 

Grand Prix, held at Octane Raceway located at The Pavilions at Talking Stick Shopping 

Center, 2:00 PM, March 11, 2017. Come take on the challenge of the track and see if 

you can topple defending Desert Star Champion, Matt Crawford. 

Participants will pilot European made Sodi RTX electric racing karts around a 1/3 mile 

indoor/outdoor course with speeds up to 45 mph. 10,000 rpm electric motors provide 

acceleration that will impress even our AMG driving members, while low centers of 

gravity and disc brakes hold you in the turns. And best of all, no FIA Super license 

Please see DSGP  on page 4 

 

By John and Roberta Phin 

 

Sunday, January 22, 2017 

The festivities start at 5:30 PM for the MB Enthusiasts dinner at 

Maggiano’s Little Italy.  We will meet on the patio and then judge 

the exemplar cars that members brought to the event, and vote 

for the “People’s Choice”.  We will also explore the new vehicles 

that Schumacher European, Ltd. will bring for the evening.  

There will be Schumacher representatives on hand to answer 

members’ questions. We have a beautiful private dining “room 

with a view” at Maggiano’s and will award the “People’s Choice” 

prize at dinner. Again this year we will be reaching out to other 

MBCA regions to include other members who are here for the 

auctions and the fun! So look for new faces and get acquainted.   

This year, our MB Enthusiasts Dinner will be 

Mercedes-Benz Enthusiasts Dinner 

Saturday, February 25, 2017 

By Harman and Susan Cadis 

Annual Poker Run 

Saturday, March 11, 2017 

By Mark Ichiyama 

Desert Stars Grand Prix 

Get ready for some Poker Action on the West Side on 

Town! Don’t worry, you don’t need to bet or bluff your way 

to winning the big prize (but bribes will be accepted). You 

don’t even need to know how to play poker! Just enjoy the 

day driving your Mercedes-Benz to interesting places and 

having fun with your friends in Desert Stars. 

Please see Poker on page 3 

 

D E S E R T  S T A R S  S E C T I O N  | A R I Z O N A  

THESTARDUST 
Jan-Feb 2017 

Please see Enthusiasts  on page 4 

 

This year we have a great event planned – Interesting places to see, great Old West Arizona locations to explore. Along with 

enjoyable friends and fellow car enthusiasts. So, put on your poker hats and sleeve garters, 
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To ease into the new F1 season, which begins March 26, we are having our own 
track competition, in the Desert Stars Grand Prix on March 11th. This will ‘pick up’ 
from where we left off during 2014’s Havasupai Rallye. Please see the article in the 
StarDust for details. 

Congratulations also go to Mercedes-Benz for winning Motor Trend’s SUV of the 
year with the 2017 GLC300 and leading all other luxury car brands in 2016 sales. 
Mercedes-Benz has resumed the title lost to BMW in years past. Continuing, the 
success of 2016 appears to be carrying over into 2017 with spectacular new models, 
like the totally new E-Class Coupe and Estate, a refreshed GLA hatchback, and new 
models of the AMG hotrod, the GT C Coupe and Roadster. 

How lucky are we? We have 5 dealerships to serve us and to access and check out 
the new Mercedes-Benz line. Schumacher European, Mercedes-Benz of Arrowhead, 
Mercedes-Benz of Chandler, Mercedes-Benz of Scottsdale, and the newly opened 
Mercedes-Benz of Gilbert. No matter where in the Valley you live there is a great 
dealership of shiny Mercedes-Benz cars near you. 

Happy New Year to all! 

 

  

More Than a Car | We’re a Community℠ 

New Members, “Welcome!” 
 

 

October 
Marc Balocco 

Joe Beverly 

Randy Cox 

Ben Elizadeh 

Kate Miller 

What a fantastic year Mercedes-Benz had in 2016! 

Cheers to the entire Mercedes AMG Petronas team for 
taking the F1 Constructors Award for the third 
consecutive year. Nico Rosberg and Lewis Hamilton 
did not disappoint, even up to the last race. For the 
past three years, they have finished 1st and 2nd. Nico 
Rosberg took the World Championship this year, and 
promptly retired on top. Congrats on an awesome 
season for all those involved. We look forward to next 
season and to see who will be replacing Nico’s open 
seat.  

Jack Milligan 

Jason Ostrom 

Jw Smith 

Don Sterling 
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President’s Message 
By Debbie Ichiyama 

Desert Stars Section Officers and Board Members 

November 
Audrey Alfano 

James Offield 

Officers: 
 President & Membership Chair:  
   Debbie Ichiyama (480) 268-9535 
 Vice President: 
   Bob Yoder (480) 998-0194 
 Treasurer: 
   Dick Sharp (480) 661-1325 
 Secretary: 
   Don Burton (480) 832-1504 

 

Directors: 
  Ken Borowitz  (513) 706-1765 
  Bud Cloninger  (602) 326-6210 
  Matthew Crawford  (480) 704-3456 
  John & Roberta Phin (480) 272-8851 
 
SW Regional Director: 
  Bud Cloninger  (602) 326-6210 

 

 

Chairs: 
  Outgoing Activities & Events: 
    John & Roberta Phin 
  Incoming Activities & Events:            
    Karen Manser 
  Publicity / Webmaster: 
    Mark Ichiyama 
  Newsletter Advertising: 
    Ken Borowitz 
  Newsletter Editor: 
    Matthew Crawford 

 

mailto:StarDustMBCA@gmail.com
mailto:nspinaz@gmail.com
mailto:kborowitz53@gmail.com
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/
https://www.facebook.com/DesertStarsMBCA
http://www.twitter.com/@MBCADesertStars
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Join your Desert Stars for a Star Night dinner at Mastro’s City 

Hall Steakhouse, at 6991 East Camelback Road in Scottsdale. 

This is Mastro’s flagship location and the food and décor are a 

must. Mastro’s is known for their delicious steaks and seafood 

selections. The French onion soup comes highly 

recommended, and they have you covered if you’re in the 

mood for oysters or calamari. Salads and vegetable sides are 

also in plentiful supply. Valet parking is available but not 

required. As is our custom, we will order off the menu and have 

separate checks. RSVP to Todd at 760-954-3026 or 

glamrox92345@yahoo.com by March 19th. There is no need 

to call the restaurant as Todd is handling the arrangements. 

Mastro’s City Hall Steakhouse, Sunday March 26, at 6:00 PM 

By Todd Bush 

Star Night 

 

breakout the deck of marked cards and join us a having a good time! 

We plan to start at 12:30 PM, Saturday Feb 25 at Mercedes-Benz of Arrowhead and make out way 

west out of town stopping at interesting Old West Sites and end up at a great restaurant for dinner. 

Make sure you have a full take of gas as we will be traveling about 150 miles to find those cards. 

The registration form is included below. If interested in joining us, please complete the form and send 

to Debbie Ichiyama with your payment. The registration fee includes goodies, prizes and dinner. A full 

bar is available, self-pay, at the restaurant should you wish to linger. 

For more information contact Harman Cadis, at Harman@FocusHOA.com, or call us at 480-242-8087. 

Poker  from Page 1 

mailto:glamrox92345@yahoo.com
mailto:Harman@FocusHOA.com
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required, just a valid driver’s license and closed toed shoes. 

The race format will consist of two timed sessions. The finishing places will be determined by the lowest combined total times of 

the two sessions, rather than who crosses the finish line first. Computerized timing by the track will determine the finishing order.  

Awards and recognition ceremonies will follow the last race. For more information about Octane Raceway and the racing karts 

http://octaneraceway.com 

Entry fee for the event is $49.00 for drivers, or $10.00 if you just want a “pit-pass” and refreshments. The fee includes the two 

races and refreshments at the raceway. We hope every Desert Star will compete, but if you don’t feel the need for speed, then 

we will also have “Pit Passes” for spectators to cheer the racers on and share in the refreshments. 

Register by Sunday, March 5. For more information or to register by phone call Debbie Ichiyama at 480-268-9535. 

DSGP  from Page 1 

Above: Racer John Phin concentrating on his 

racing line. This could be you. Be like John. 

 

Below: The podium the last time the Desert 

Stars visited Octane Raceway. Knock that 

guy off the top, please. 
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Above: At last year’s spectacular dinner, the 

Peoples’ Choice Award went to the stunning 

1970 280SL of Chuck and Ava Stanford. 

Below: We may see our friend Andy Reid at 

dinner, but those of you on the auction tours 

will enjoy his expertise. 

on Sunday, January 22, 2017. The event at Maggiano’s Little Italy, 16405 N. Scottsdale Road, Scottsdale, AZ features a family 

style dinner, and we have selected a few new dishes for our enjoyment. There will be a contest for members to predict final 

prices achieved by three Mercedes cars at auction (to be selected by John Phin); registered members will receive an email with 

the particulars closer to the auctions. There are three guided auction tours planned; Barrett Jackson led by Andy Reid on 

Monday, January 16, RM led by Andy Reid on Wed Jan 18, and Gooding led by Garth Hammers of Gooding on Thursday, 

January 19.  Attendance is capped, priority will be given to paid Enthusiast Dinner registrants. There will be a recap of the 

excitement by industry experts at dinner.  

Please use the attached form to register and pay for the event. Be sure to indicate the “exemplar car” you want to show on the 

registration form.   Registered members will receive further information about the contest to predict final auction prices as well 

as the specifics for the auction tours.  Questions? Call John or Roberta Phin at 480, 272-8851 or email at jgphin@cox.net. 

Enthusasts  from Page 1 

mailto:Joseph.Thompson@ColdwellBanker.com
mailto:MBMOTORSAZ@gmail.com
mailto:jgphin@cox.net
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Sponsor Spotlight 
By Ken Borowitz 

In this first edition of "Sponsor Spotlight” for 2017, we look inside the doors of Mercedes-Benz of Scottsdale.  Located at 
4725 North Scottsdale Road, Mercedes-Benz of Scottsdale is just a few minutes northeast of Fashion Square Mall.  

Mercedes-Benz of Scottsdale is owned and operated by Chuck and Anita Theisen.  Chuck attended Scottsdale Saguaro High 
School, and has been in the automotive sales industry of over 45 years.  Chuck and Anita's new facility opened in early May of 
2014.  Today, we talk with Tino Ferrulli, Scottsdale's #1 Sales Leader, who has worked for the dealership for 23 years, and is a 
long-time supporter / partner with MBCA Desert Stars. 

Q:  Tino, tell us more about your role at Mercedes-Benz of Scottsdale. 

A:  I have had a few roles here, however, my long time position is as their Top Producing Sales Rep for 20 years straight, and 
the local “ambassador” for Mercedes-Benz as many of my clients want to refer to me as. 

Q:  Who makes up "Team Tino", and what is the teams' goal when a potential or repeat customer enters the doors? 

A: The team is comprised of myself, my sales assistant Stephenie DeMasseo, my Service Advisor, Steve Kwasny, and his 
team of Master Certified Technicians.  Our goal is to build “Customers for Life."  In many cases, we are now selling to the third-
generation of some families, and that is remarkable!  We want our new clients and referrals to leave here feeling like they have 
made new friends, and that the purchasing experience was the easiest car buying process that they have ever been involved in. 

Q:  Where there any unique considerations that were part of the planning and design of the new facility compared to 
the prior facility?   

A:  The main emphasis was to be Environmentally Conscious, open air in feeling, and most of all, comfortable for our clients.  
The real advantage in our new facility is being able to store, and show 218 vehicles indoors.  That is a tremendous advantage 
when the heat rises above 100 degrees, which is the case for more than 5 months of the year. 

Q:  Knowing you cross paths with thousands of vehicles each year at Mercedes-Benz of Scottsdale, are there any that 
have created lasting impressions?  

A:  The SL is my favorite.  It is a comfortable sports car for both long or short trips.  And, with many other sports cars, you're 
penalized for driving them, especially if driven more than 1,000 miles per year (resulting in reduced future value).  Our SUV ’s, 
however, have become our staple products for many walks of life. 

Please see Tino  on page 7 

 

Desert Stars is planning a repeat of last year’s initial M-B European Auto Tour to Flagstaff on Saturday & Sunday, April 22 & 23, 

2017. 

The event planning is currently taking place. However, it is likely that we will start the tour again this coming year at the shopping 

center located on the northeast corner of Interstate 17 and Carefree Highway around 7:00am. Coffee and donuts or a “healthy” 

McDonalds meal are available nearby if participants have not had an earlier breakfast. 

Our route will be through Wickenburg and on one of the back ways to Prescott, and then on to Jerome, Cottonwood, Sedona 

and Oak Creek Canyon, ending up at Little America in Flagstaff late in the day for dinner and lodging. Lunch will be either in 

Jerome or Prescott depending on route timing and restaurant availability. 

A more detailed description of the event, route and lunch and dinner locations will be provided in the next Desert Stars 

newsletter. There may be a nominal charge for the event, but everyone would pay their own major costs for meals and lodging.  

Our intent is to get a discounted rate for everyone at Little America. 

Please contact Dick Sharp (rsharp963@gmail.com) or Bob Yoder (bobyoderaz@cox.net) if you have any questions. Registration 

information will be forthcoming. 

2017 Desert Stars M-B.E.A.T. 
April 22-23, 2017 

By John Hutchison 

 

mailto:rsharp963@gmail.com
mailto:bobyoderaz@cox.net
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Q:  Any MBCA / Desert Stars events which are special for you and the staff? 

A:  I always enjoy your car show. It is interesting to see how your members vote, and the great turn out that you always have.  
It would be great to get non Mercedes-Benz people over to see how well, and how long, these cars can provide joy and 
happiness. These are timeless machines.  Very unusual by today’s standards. 

Q:  Tell us more about yourself, your family, or the staff, and what your passions are away from the dealership and 
daily schedule? 

A:  My wife and I have 4 caring, and kind children.  All are lovers of cars, and especially Mercedes-Benz.  My wife Shelly is a 
hospice nurse for 20 years now, and the most caring giving woman that I have ever met.  My passion outside of work is flying.  
I truly enjoy being up high, and taking in all of God’s beauty.  I am also a volunteer pilot for Flights for Life, and Angel Flight.  It 
is my opportunity to give back, and that is what life is all about. 

Q:  Anything else you want the Desert Stars members to know? 

A:  Just that we have a Mutual Respect for all that MBCA Desert Stars does.  If they contact me directly, and let me know that 
they are members, we will always extend great no-hassle-pricing to them, and make it the easiest buying process ever. 

Mercedes-Benz of Scottsdale can be reached at (480) 409-0409, and Tino Ferrulli can be reached at (480) 748-4810, or 
via email at tinoferrulli@gmail.com. 

Other ways you can check out Mercedes-Benz of Scottsdale: 

  Web:  https://www.mbscottsdale.com 

  Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/MBofScottsdale 

  YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/c/mbscottsdale 

Thanks to Chuck, Anita, Tino, and all the staff at Mercedes-Benz of Scottsdale for your continued support of the Desert 
Stars | MBCA!  

 

 

Tino  from Page 6 

"Team Tino" (left to right: Tino Ferrulli, Stephenie DeMasseo, and Steve Kwasny) 

 

Mercedes-Benz of Scottsdale - main entrance looking south on North Scottsdale 

Ro 

tel:(480)%20748-4810
mailto:tinoferrulli@gmail.com
https://www.mbscottsdale.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MBofScottsdale
https://www.youtube.com/c/mbscottsdale
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MB Enthusiasts Dinner        January 22, 2017  

Please Register and Pay by January 12, 2017 

Name(s) registering: _____________________________________   Number Attending_______ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

City: State/Prov.: Zip: ____________________________________________________________ 

Phone No.: ________________________________________________________      Day/ Night 

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

“Exemplar Car” You Would Like to Show at the Dinner: _________________________________ 

Cost is $55 per person.  Registrations should be paid by January 12, after that date, or if you have 
any questions, please call John or Roberta Phin at 480-272-8851. 

Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: 
MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama 

6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

Credit Card payments available:  Call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535. 

 

2017 Desert Stars Grand Prix     March 11, 2017  

Please Register and Pay by March 5, 2017 

Name(s) registering: _____________________________________   Number Attending_______ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

City: State/Prov.: Zip: ____________________________________________________________ 

Phone No.: ________________________________________________________      Day/ Night 

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

Cost is $49 to drive, $10 to attend. Registrations should be paid by March 5. After that date, contact 
Debbie for availability or questions at (480) 268-9535. 

Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: 
MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama 

6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

Credit Card payments available:  Call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535. 

 

2017 Poker Run     February 25, 2017  

Please Register and Pay by February 15, 2017 

Name(s) registering: _____________________________________   Number Attending_______ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

City: State/Prov.: Zip: ____________________________________________________________ 

Phone No.: ________________________________________________________      Day/ Night 

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

Cost is $45 per person.  Registrations should be paid by February 15, after that date, contact 
Harman for availability Harman@FocusHOA.com, or call at 480-242-8087. 

Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: 
MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama 

6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

Credit Card payments available:  Call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535. 

 

mailto:Harman@FocusHOA.com
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Christmas 

seems even 

better with a 

festively 

decked-out 

Mercedes SL! 

In The Mirror: Holiday Party and Toy Drive 
December 4, 2016 

By Debbie Ichiyama 

 We had an awesome turnout for this year’s Holiday Party 

and want to thank all who attended. 

After a delicious meal, we proceeded with our tradition of 

recognizing our member anniversaries. Resident Emcee, 

Chuck Stanford, presented the anniversary recognition pins 

to the recipients.   This year’s recipients were Alan Wren 

who has been a member for 5 years, Don & Brynn Burton 

who have been hanging around for 25 years, Dick & Mindy 

Sharp and Robert & Donna Sioles with an impressive 30 

years of membership, and Phil Lutfy a 50 year Desert Stars 

MBCA.  Congratulations, and more so, thank you to you all. 

This year’s Member of the Year Award went to Mark 

Ichiyama in appreciation for all his hard work and 

dedication to the club. It was hard to keep it from him but 

we managed.   

Thanks to all who brought toys for the 2015 Toy Drive, 

which were delivered to the Scottsdale Fire Department.  

Once again, the firemen were impressed by all toys we 

collected and they expressed their gratitude for all the club’s 

efforts. 

Our other fund raiser was a 50/50 raffle to benefit Ronald 

McDonald House. Don & Brynn Burton won the raffle and 

Ronald McDonald House was very thankful for the donation.   

Thanks to all who brought toys and raffle tickets.  It is really an 

honor to be associated with a giving and caring group of 

people 

I would also like to thank Zoran Kliskara and his fantastic staff 

at Tommy V’s in Old Town Scottsdale.  Once again, they did a 

fantastic job and it was very much appreciated. 

More photos on page 9 

Mark Ichiyama proudly hoists the traveling Member of the 

Year Award he was awarded. Thank you Mark for all of the 

work you do for our club. 

mailto:ftbshop@qwestoffice.net
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Left: Dr. Phil Lutfy received his 

50th Anniversary recognition as a 

Desert Star member. Dr. Lutfy 

and his family have a long 

history with Mercedes-Benz 

autos. His collection is quite 

impressive, and rumor has it a 

cars value can increase just 

simply passing through his 

hands.  

Thank you for 50 years of 

support! 

More photos from Holiday Party and Toy Drive 

Above, clockwise: Presented with 

certificates by Chuck Stanford 

and Debbie Ichiyama were, Dick 

& Mindy Sharp, Alan Wren, 

Robert & Donna Sioles, and Don 

& Brynn Burton 

http://www.aztopshop.com/
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Classifieds 

Update your email address with The National 
Business Office 

Contact our Membership Chair, Debbie Ichiyama, 
at 480-268-9535 or dichiyama@me.com 

Do you know all of the perks of being a member?  

One of the many benefits that your Desert Stars section 
of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America offers you is 
complimentary advertising for your Mercedes-Benz. A 
while ago the board decided it was a nice benefit to offer 
our members and we are happy to help. If you have a 
Mercedes-Benz you are looking to sell, please contact 
Ken Borowitz our advertising Chairman and he will assist 
you. See Page 2 for his contact information. 

1960 220 SE Coupe 
•  Black Exterior / Red Leather Interior  
•  Approx 35k Miles 
•  Restored in 1997 (driven only 10k miles since) 
•  New Tires (including spare) in 2016 
•  Radio Does Not Work / Not Original 
Asking $45,000 - Contact Bob Phillips at 623-386-4110 if interested 

mailto:dichiyama@me.com


 

SAVE THESE DATES!!! 

J A N U A R Y - F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 7 
 

Visit us at: 
www.desertstars.mbca.org 

 “Like” us on Facebook 
DesertStarsMBCA 

Follow us on Twitter 
@MBCADesertStars 

 

Keep your address updated with the 
MBCA National Business Office at 

(800) 637-2360 
Online at http://mbca.org 

 

January 22, 2017 

February 25, 2017 

March 11, 2017 

March 26, 2017 

April 22-23, 2017 

May 7, 2017 

Sunday 

Saturday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Weekend 

Sunday 

 

MB Enthusiasts Dinner 

Desert Stars Annual Poker Run 

Desert Stars Grand Prix 

Star Night 

M-Beat 

Annual Meeting 

http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/
https://www.facebook.com/DesertStarsMBCA
http://www.twitter.com/@MBCADesertStars
http://mbca.org/

