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Lunch at the Lake 
Saturday May 30, 2015 

By John & Roberta Phin 

Join Desert Stars for a tour to Canyon Lake and lunch at the 
Lakeside Restaurant on May 30, 2015.  Canyon Lake is an 
amazing geological formation on the Salt River with shear rock 
walls where you might see a Big Horn Sheep or a Mountain 
Lion watching you as you cruise the lake through the canyon. 
The Lakeside Restaurant has an extensive menu of local 
favorites and provides comfortable accommodations for a large 
group. You will order off the menu and separate checks will be 
provided.   

We will meet at Starbucks at 3300 N. Hayden Road, 
Scottsdale.  Be sure to be there by 9:30 AM when we will leave 
for a tour along the Apache Trail past Apache Junction and into 
the Tonto National Forest towards Tortilla Flat. After lunch you 
can make your own arrangements to reserve a tour of the Lake 
on Dolly, a double decked steam boat. It is HIGHLY 
recommended that you make reservations as soon as possible 
for Dolly, www.dollysteamboat.com, as there is only ONE 
excursion at noon on the 30th.  Or, depending on weather and 
availability, join with the Phin’s to rent a pontoon boat and 
cruise the lake at your own pace. RSVP to John or Roberta 
Phin at 480-272-8851 or jgphin@cox.net before May 23, 2015. 

Prescott Tour and Mile High Brewfest 

By John and Roberta Phin 

Saturday June 20, 2015 with Optional Overnight to June 21 

Come tour Prescott and join us for lunch at the Gurley Street Grill on Saturday, June 20th 

and then on to experience the historic town of Prescott, with art and history and on that 

Saturday the Mile High Brewfest. The Brewfest presents to the public the latest offerings of 

local craft and micro-brew beer makers. Beer makers of this sort are a rapidly growing and 

dynamic industry; they’ve changed the concept of “beer” forever!  The Court House Plaza 

and surrounding shopping and site seeing opportunities are the center of the action for this 

event.  You may want to book a room for the night at the historic Hasayampa Inn, which is 

an easy walking distance away. However, there are ample places to stay for the night, so 

make your own arrangements. And remember, Prescott is close to Phoenix and a 

reasonable drive, so an overnight stay is optional.  If your preference is a one day trip, act 

responsibly and keep in mind the benefit of a designated driver. For those staying 

overnight, we will arrange a no-host dinner at a local restaurant. 

We’ll leave from Schumacher Mercedes-Benz at the intersection of Scottsdale Road and 

East Chauncey Lane (just south of East Mayo Boulevard) at 10:30 AM on the 20th. 

RSVP to John at jgphin@cox.net or 480-272-8851 by June 13. No need to call the Grill as 

John will handle the reservations, but do make your own room reservation if your choice is 

to stay the night in Prescott. 

file:///D:/Desert%20Stars/v51.03%20May-Jun%202015/www.dollysteamboat.com
mailto:jgphin@cox.net
mailto:jgphin@cox.net


 
 

TheStarDust 
 

Page 2 

 

  May-June 2015 Volume 51 Number 3 

©2015 MBCA Desert Stars Section 
TheStarDust Newsletter is published by the MBCA 
Desert Stars Section bi-monthly. All rights 
reserved. Permission to reprint original articles is 
expressly granted to all MBCA Sections. 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Matthew Crawford  
 • Email StarDustMBCA@gmail.com 

Contributing Credits for this Issue: 
Ron Borino 
Matthew Crawford 
Debbie & Mark Ichiyama 
John & Roberta Phin 
Bob Yoder 

Photography Credits for this issue: 
Bud Cloninger 
experiencescottsdale.com 
Matthew Crawford 
Debbie & Mark Ichiyama 
Mercedes-Benz 
pinkponyscottsdale.com 
prescottrealty.com 
Scottsdale Mercedes-Benz 
US Coast Guard Auxiliary  
Wikimedia 

Advertising Manager: 
Ken Borowitz 

       • Email kborowitz53@gmail.com  

Website:         www.desertstars.mbca.org 

Facebook:      DesertStarsMBCA 

Twitter:        @MBCADesertStars 

 

President’s Message 
By Debbie Ichiyama 

Officers: 
 President:  
   Debbie Ichiyama (480) 268-9535 
 Vice President: 
   Bob Yoder (480) 998-0194 
 Treasurer: 
   Dick Sharp (480) 661-1325 
 Secretary: 
   Don Burton (480) 832-1504 

 

Directors: 
  Ken Borowitz  (513) 706-1765 
  Mark Ichiyama  (808) 341-2099 
  John & Roberta Phin (480) 272-8851 
  Rich Schulte  (401) 225-2090 
  Robert Schmelzer  (480) 247-3093 

Immediate Past President: 
  Bud Cloninger  (602) 326-6210 

 
 

Chairs: 
  Activities & Events: 
    John & Roberta Phin 
  Membership: 
    Debbie Ichiyama 
  Publicity / Webmaster: 
    Mark Ichiyama 
  Newsletter Advertising: 
    Ken Borowitz 
  Newsletter Editor: 
    Matthew Crawford 

 

Desert Stars Section Officers and Board Members 

The Desert Stars recently had the opportunity to host 
the Southwest Region Presidents meeting here in 
Scottsdale. A special thank you for Schumacher 
European for offering us to use their conference room. 
There was an interesting exchange of ideas amongst 
all the attendees from the other sections in our region. 
It was nice to hear from other folks and again made me 
realize how awesome the Desert Stars is.   

A main focus of the meeting was reinforcement of the 

resources available on the National Website.  If you have not had the chance to look 
there, please take time and check it out.  There is a lot of useful information on the 
National Website. 

Steve Ross, our Regional Director, talked about $6 membership dues increase that 
will take effect on July 1, 2105. The new fee will be $55 a year. Multi-year 
membership discounts will continue to be offered. The increase reflects rising costs 
and expansion of member services and event support for National and Regional 
events. You may want to lock in the current rate by renewing your membership prior 
to July 1, 2015. 

Steve also recapped the MBCA Annual National Board Meeting that took place on 
November 2014.  The minutes are on page 75 of the Star Magazine.   

For those of you who escape the Arizona heat for the summer, we look forward to 
seeing you when you return, for those of you who stay in Arizona, hope to see you at 
an upcoming event this summer. 

mailto:StarDustMBCA@gmail.com
mailto:kborowitz53@gmail.com
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/
https://www.facebook.com/DesertStarsMBCA
http://www.twitter.com/@MBCADesertStars
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Join Desert Stars for a car show at The Pavilions in Scottsdale, 9140 E. 

Indian Bend Rd., and dinner at the newly revitalized Pink Pony, also in 

Scottsdale, on Saturday, July 18th. The Rock and Roll Car Show is a 

Saturday standard combining classic, antique and perhaps a hot rod or 

two. It is free to the public and well-supported by local car nuts for 

years. We’ll convene at 4:30 and after an hour or so looking at the cars 

on display, we’ll drive to Downtown Scottsdale where the Shugrue 

family has undertaken an extraordinary remake of the Pink Pony.  This 

once old and tired steak house, is now an upscale and modern new-

cuisine dining venue emphasizing fresh and local ingredients.  We’ll 

arrive at 6PM and as is our custom, order off the menu with separate 

checks. The Pink Pony’s address is 3831 N. Scottsdale Rd. No need to 

call the restaurant as John and Roberta will handle reservations but do 

RSVP to John at jgphin@cox.net by July 11. 

More Than a Car 

We’re a Community℠ 

New Members, “Welcome!” 
 February 

Arnie Brown 

Lewis Leibbrandt 

Griff Malleck 

Jesus Melian 

Thomas Musselman 

Ted Schuman 

Stephen Yacovone 

Mike Zerbib 

March 
Richard Batchelor 

Karl Buschmann 

William Edson 

Kevin Highstreet 

Terry Horne 

Ronald Krohmer 

Myron Oliner 

Saturday July 18, 2015 at 4:30 PM 

By Roberta and John Phin 

Rock and Roll Car Show and Dinner at the Pink Pony 

Antoinette Quagliata 

Alfredo Richard 

Bob Roberts 

David Troy 

Warren Wagoner 

Roy Wilkins 
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From the Editor 

By Matthew Crawford 

I want to thank everyone for the wonderful feedback we have received regarding our newsletter distribution changes. The majority 
of the feedback received reflects that most members agree with the changes. Likewise I believe the accommodating manner in 
which we are making the changes has not been too much for everyone to bear. You have the option of receiving a hard copy, but 
you must express that preference. As promised this issue is another opportunity whereby we are informing you of the move to a 
default electronic format for newsletter distribution. And as always, another opportunity for you to let us know what you want.  

In order to grow the newsletter, help curb existing costs, reduce new costs, and perhaps more importantly to timely share 
information with our members, the Desert Stars have elected to move towards an electronic newsletter. We fought it, but it is here. 
Even As members you retain the right to print a hard copy form your email for personal use. The board of your Desert Stars 
Section thanks you for your time in responding. I especially thank those of you who took the time to share your thoughts with us 
with your comments. 

We will continue to offer a paper mailing on an individual basis for those who do not have email access or those who express a 
preference for a hard copy. If you did not receive or respond to the survey and wish to remain a hard copy recipient please contact 
me, Matthew Crawford, via email, or you may email or telephone Debbie Ichiyama if you prefer. Thank you.  

Update your email address with The National Business Office at (800) 637-2360 

Or, contact our Membership Chair, Debbie Ichiyama, at 480-268-9535 or dichiyama@me.com 

A flash from the past… 

StarFest 2012  

mailto:MBMOTORSAZ@gmail.com
mailto:Joseph.Thompson@ColdwellBanker.com
mailto:dichiyama@me.com
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Havasupai Rallye 2015 
September 18-20, 2015 

By Ron L. Borino 

Above: Camp Verdes 

Left: Zane Grey’s Cabin 

Below, left: Sedona 

This year’s Havasupai will have the participants traveling through 

north central Arizona.  We will begin our event Friday evening 

September 18th in Payson [the Heart of Arizona] with a reception at 

the hotel.  The next morning the participants will be sent off through 

Payson looking for various clues and landmarks.  From Payson 

participants will drive towards Strawberry and ultimately over to Camp 

Verde for lunch.  Once done with lunch the participants will be sent 

back out for round two which will take them across I-17 and in to the 

Verde Valley passing through Cottonwood, Cornville and ultimately 

Sedona.  Sedona will be the end of the line and where we will enjoy 

an awards dinner and spend Saturday night.  September 20th we will 

plan an event in or around Sedona for those interested.  Save 

September 18th – 20th. 

To get a preliminary count of potential participants we are requesting 

you RSVP to rlborino@hotmail.com by May 22nd.  Stay tuned for 

costs and details in the next newsletter. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:BigKokoCV.jpg
http://www.paysonroundup.com/photos/2015/apr/21/57483/
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In The Mirror: MB Technical Features Demo & Dinner at Bink’s, Scottsdale 

 By John and Roberta Phin 

A large contingent of Desert Stars met at Mercedes-Benz 

of Scottsdale on Sunday, April 12 for a highly informative 

and entertaining demonstration of the technical features of 

new Mercedes-Benz vehicles.  Gus Gonzales, Technical 

Guru for M-B Scottsdale,  walked us through DISTRONIC, 

PRE-SAFE, COMMAND, mbrace, AIR-MATIC suspension 

and ECO-Stop/Start, all designed to enhance safety, 

driver enjoyment and preserve durability and economy of 

operation. ALL-LED lighting means never having to 

replace a light bulb!  The cars can recognize pedestrians 

and other vehicles at risk of an incident and make 

necessary warnings and directional adjustments to avoid 

an accident.  How about lowering the car at speed to 

improve gas mileage!  Manage your pace and gaps in 

traffic?  Let you take your hands off the wheel periodically 

without risk?  Warn you of blind spot incursion or side- 

traffic impingement?  Wow!  And best of all, while these 

features were introduced on the S Class, they rapidly 

diffuse throughout the brand classes so many features are 

now standard or optional and the software (with 

improvement) is already in the new C Class. 

Tino Ferulli, M-B Scottsdale Sales and Leasing Consultant 

and long term Desert Stars supporter then joined the 

group to give personal experiences using the technology.  

How about self-parking in a space with only six inches to 

spare at the front and back of the car!  We then proceeded 

to Bink’s Scottsdale for an outstanding dinner.  Thirty-two 

people ordered off the extensive menu and received 

separate checks!  How’s that for service! All in attendance 

expressed appreciation to M-B Scottsdale for its 

commitment to enthusiasts. 

Mercedes-Benz of Scottsdale’s new dealership 

What better way to see the latest tech 

than on an S-class Mercedes. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Rare 2005 SL600 with 5.5 liter V12 bi-turbo engine producing 493 hp 
and 590 lb.-ft. of torque. 0-60 mph in 4.5 seconds.  Silver with leather 
interior. Always garaged and always dealer maintained, all service 
records available. This car is in like new condition with 85K miles.  All 
factory options including Bose premium sound system, navigation 
system, heated and A/C cooled memory seats, Xenon lights, keyless 
start, comfort pulse/massage seats, power articulated convertible 
hardtop, 4-wheel disc brakes, premium alloy wheels, alarm, steering 
wheel audio controls and sport mode suspension.  Still under warranty. 
Lowered to $24,000 OBO. Greg Gregoryodegard@cox.net 

Cream Puff 300SE, Lady-owned very low 75,938 miles. No leaks. Drives 
great. New water pump, pulleys, radiator and hoses. Small dent right 
front fender and door. Sheepskins are in good condition, and leather 
seats underneath are like new. Car is beautiful with factory chrome 
wheels. Mercedes CD player/radio with Bose factory 8-speaker sound 
system. Sunroof. Interior near perfect, and always garage kept. No 
cracks on dash. It is very hard to find a 1990 this clean. Gets plenty of 
LOOKS and DRIVES FANTASTIC. $6,500.00. Contact Pete. 
pandl1@cox.net 

Update your email address with The National 
Business Office 

Contact our Membership Chair, Debbie Ichiyama, 
at 480-268-9535 or dichiyama@me.com 

1972 300SEL 4.5 180 silver grey metallic, 246 grey leather, automatic 
w/floor shift, Becker radio, auto antenna, Thermo King A/C, P/S, PDB, all 
systems working and in good order. 87K miles, ready to drive and enjoy. 
All paperwork on hand, $18,900.  

Call for more info, Rich Schulte 401-225-2090 

Also avail: ’06 Ford F350 Lariat crew cab 45k miles, loaded, $26.9k 

Do you know all of the perks of being a member?  

One of the many benefits that your Desert Stars section 
of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America offers you is 
complimentary advertising for your Mercedes-Benz. A 
while ago the board decided it was a nice benefit to offer 
our members and we are happy to help. If you have a 
Mercedes-Benz you are looking to sell, please contact 
Ken Borowitz our advertising Chairman and he will assist 
you. See Page 2 for his contact information. 

The F 015 Luxury in Motion, the Mercedes-Benz that drives itself. Are we ready for this? 

mailto:dichiyama@me.com
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StarTech 2015 is proud to announce it is being held in Cincinnati, Ohio on June 12-14. Like Mercedes, Cincinnati Has a rich 

German heritage, and we hope to showcase that for the attendees at MBCA's biggest event of the year. We will present 

great technical lectures, and many learning experiences you will only receive at this event! 

We will kick things off by hosting a Welcome Party sponsored by MBUSA at the Great American Ball Park's Mercedes Benz 

Diamond Club on Friday night. The Cincinnati Reds were the first professional Major league Baseball team, so it is only 

fitting we paired this venue with fans of the first automobile. We will have a great time in one of the newest ballparks to 

celebrate the kickoff of StarTech 2015. 

We have partnered with the DoubleTree by Hilton Cincinnati Airport as our host hotel, and also the locations of the Saturday 

Technical Sessions and lectures. we have been given a special rate so book your hotel rooms by going to their website 

(Click Here) Rooms are $110 a night. (Book by May 15th for the published rate) 

We have speakers such as Pete Lesler, Tom Hansen, Joe Bernardi, Ted Gottfried, Pierre Hedary, Mary Nohr, Rick 

Drewrey, and many more. Topics will include the history of German automotive industry, silver star preservation, the classic 

center, insurance, what to look for in a concours level vehicle. and many more. To see a full list of speakers and topics 

please visit the StarTech website at http://startech2015.mbca.org/ 

Registration is open and can be found on the StarTech website, or by going here 

(https://squareup.com/market/StarTech2015). The full technical weekend costs $225, and the social Registration is $130.  

For those of you not interested in the full weekend, we also have 4 offsite events that showcase Cincinnati and its many 

gems. These can be found on the StarTech website by going here (Click Here). Our off-site events are highlighted by the 

Queen City Underground tour. This tour has been rated a top 5 walking tour in the country, and doesn't disappoint. This is a 

must see if you come to Cincinnati! 

Saturday night we are planning a wonderful reception with great food, wonderful company, and some great music and 

entertainment.  

As you can see StarTech 2015 has something for everyone, the only thing we will be missing is you. REGISTER TODAY! 

If you have any questions, please email Peter Emslander at MBCAStarTech2015@gmail.com. For a Paper registration or to 

pay by check please call David or Kimberly Hagood at 513.404.8183. 

We look forward to seeing you in June! 

http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/C/CVGHBDT-MBC-20150611/index.jhtml
http://startech2015.mbca.org/
https://squareup.com/market/StarTech2015
http://startech2015.mbca.org/off-site-events
https://squareup.com/market/StarTech2015
mailto:MBCAStarTech2015@gmail.com
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  Death Valley 

 
By Dick Sharp 

Dick sharp is planning a trip 

to Death Valley, and you’re 

invited to join him! 

Death Valley is the largest 

National park and has a 

diverse landscape ranging 

from 3000 feet above sea 

level to 280 feet below sea 

level. But don’t worry, you 

need not be SCUBA certified 

for this journey! 

We will meet in Las Vegas 

on Friday where we will 

enjoy cocktails early in the 

evening. We will call it a 

night early so we can rest up 

for the big day on Saturday 

when we will be visiting the 

park. 

Saturday will leave Vegas 

early in the morning after 

breakfast at the hotel. It is 

approximately a two hour 

drive to the park from the 

hotel in Las Vegas. Once we 

get to the park, we will enjoy 

October 16-18, 2015 

more driving as we tour the area. We will be on paved roads and not doing any strenuous hiking, however we will be spending a 

lot of time in the cars, stopping for lunch somewhere in the middle of the day. Saturday night we will spend the evening in the 

middle of Death Valley at the Stovepipe Wells Village. They have a general store, the Badwater Saloon to wet your whistle, and a 

western themed Tollroad Restaurant where we will have dinner Saturday night. 

Contact Dick at richardsharp31@gmail.com if you are interested. 

Top: Badwater Basin, below sea level! 
Above: The General Store  

Above right: The Dunes at sunrise 
 

http://www.aztopshop.com/
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 Event Photos: Tequila Rose 

 
Bud and Dee Cloninger told us 
that they had a great time at the 
Tequila Rose event in California. 
As always the San Diego section 
hosts threw what appeared to be 
a great event, and Bud and Dee 
sent us some really wild photos 
from their weekend getaway. 
 

mailto:reinhardsbenz@msn.com
mailto:ftbshop@qwestoffice.net


 

 

Keep your address updated with the 
MBCA National Business Office at 

(800) 637-2360 
Online at http://mbca.org 

 

May 3, 2015 

May 30, 2015 

June 20-21, 2015 

July 18, 2015 

August 

September 18-20, 2015 

October 16-18, 2015 

November 14, 2015 

December 6, 2015 

Sunday 

Saturday 

Weekend 

Saturday 

TBD 

Weekend 

Weekend 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Annual Meeting - The Gladly 

Lunch at the Lake 

Prescott Tour and Mile High Brewfest 

Rock and Roll Car Show, Dinner at the Pink Pony 

Star Night 2.0 

Havasupai 

Death Valley National Park 

Tech Session hosted by Airpark Collision 

Holiday Party 

SAVE THESE DATES!!! 

Visit us at: 
www.desertstars.mbca.org 

 “Like” us on Facebook 
DesertStarsMBCA 

Follow us on Twitter 
@MBCADesertStars 

 

T H E ST A RDU S T  
M A Y - J U N E  2 0 1 5 

 

http://mbca.org/
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/
https://www.facebook.com/DesertStarsMBCA
http://www.twitter.com/@MBCADesertStars

