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Annual Business Meeting at ‘The Gladly’ 
Sunday May 3, 2015 

By Debbie Ichiyama 

 
Join us for the Desert Stars 2015 Annual Meeting and luncheon, Sunday May 3, 2015 
at The Gladly restaurant, 2201 E Camelback Road, Phoenix, AZ 85016.   

The luncheon meeting starts at Noon and will be ordered off a menu prepared for our 
event. The cost is $38.50 per person, which will include appetizers, (family style) an 
entrée that you will order off the menu, dessert, non-alcoholic beverage, tax and 
gratuity. Bar service will be available and is the responsibility of the individual. 

MB Technical Features Demo & Dinner at Bink’s Scottsdale 

By John and Roberta Phin 

Sunday April 12, 2015 

The newest generation of cars have innovations and technical advances that are designed to make your driving easier, more comfortable, 

more nimble and responsive, and most of all – safer!   But technology is changing quickly, and for many of us, the plethora of options can 

be difficult to pick through.  We hear promise of a fully automated, driverless car on the horizon, yet some of us are challenged by the 

options in our current cars. So let’s get educated!  We will meet on Sunday April 12, at 3:30PM at the Mercedes-Benz of Scottsdale 

showroom, located at 4725 North Scottsdale Road, Scottsdale, where a MB expert will provide a full review of the newest technologies.   

Afterwards we will move up the street to Bink’s Scottsdale restaurant and lounge, which is located at 6107 N. Scottsdale Road, 

Scottsdale.  This is one of Kevin Binkley’s restaurants, and similar to Bink’s Midtown and Café Bink, the dishes focus primar ily on locally 

produced organic meats, fruits, and vegetables.  Join us for great food and the camaraderie of fellow MB members. To register for this 

event please contact John or Roberta Phin at 480-272-8851 or jgphin@cox.net. Please do not contact the restaurant or the dealership 

directly; the Phin’s will make the arrangements. 

The business portion of this event is brief and consists of Board and Officer elections, and acknowledgement of Board Members whose 
terms are ending. The new slate of candidates is found on page 5. For questions or credit card payments please call Debbie Ichiyama at 
480-268-9535 or find the registration form located on page 8. Please RSVP by April 27. 

I look forward to seeing you at the lunch. 

mailto:jgphin@cox.net
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Desert Stars Section Officers and Board Members 

As you might have noticed in the banner on the front 
page changes are coming to the way we distribute The 
StarDust newsletter. But don’t worry, the decision as to 
whether or not to accept the change is up to you. 

We sent a survey to all members who have a current 
email address on file with MBCA to determine how they 
felt about the change. We asked if you were willing to 
stop the hard copy now. The results far exceeded our 
expectations. Out of the 384 surveys sent, 153 of you 

responded (40% which is an awesome response rate) and out of those who 
responded 101 indicated it was ok to stop mailing the hard copy now. 

The survey results and a selection of the comments received are below: 

∙ I like the paper copy, but if this helps to reduce costs and keeps the good information 
flowing, emails will be just fine with me. 

∙ Thank you for the Newsletter. The hard work is appreciated but email is just fine. 

∙ Although I like the paper copy, I agree the use of email will save same money that will 
be put to better use elsewhere. Thanks for keeping me on your list. 

∙ Happy to join the 21st century. 

∙ I get headaches trying to read long e-mails on the computer screen. 

∙ I find the hard copy helpful when I want to leisurely read the newsletter wherever I am.  
I understand the need to contain expenses, and will rely only on the email version when 
you discontinue the mailed version. In the meantime, thank you for asking!  

∙ Let's save paper and resources! 

∙ Good move!!! 

The benefits are that we are able to grow the newsletter, now at 12 pages, as well 
as save money. I would like to thank everyone who answered the survey and also 
thank you for the comments and input. 

mailto:StarDustMBCA@gmail.com
mailto:kborowitz53@gmail.com
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/
https://www.facebook.com/DesertStarsMBCA
http://www.twitter.com/@MBCADesertStars
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More Than a Car | We’re a Community℠ 

New Members, “Welcome!” 
 

 

December 
Jerry Bevins 

Tuli Molina 

Robert Noland, M.D. 

Brian Riggs 

Robert Schoenstein 

 

From the Editor 
By Matthew Crawford 

Our newsletter has been busting at the seams and this is a pretty good issue (pardon the pun!) to have. In a volunteer based non-
profit organization the mere fact that we have so many wonderful club sponsors and volunteer-contributors providing us content is 
truly a blessing. Fitting all of it into the ten pages we have historically published has been a challenge. Thanks to you, our 
members, we are moving towards reducing, if not eliminating, the variable cost associated with the size of the newsletter. In order 
to grow the newsletter, help curb existing costs, reduce new costs, and perhaps more importantly to timely share information with 
our members, the Desert Stars have elected change. 

We had been reluctant to follow the trend other sections in the National Club reached of publishing newsletters solely 
electronically. However, we have realized what they did before us, that moving towards an electronic newsletter is an inevitable 
change. Even if members only receive an emailed newsletter, as members you retain the right to print a hard copy form your email 
for personal use. 

In the past year we experimented with both printing and emailing the newsletter. What we learned is that many more of you than 
expected are okay with the emailed version. Moving forward we are going to be changing the default distribution to email. This will 
occur mid-year 2015. Many of you received and responded to our survey as Debbie mentioned in the Presidents message. Of 
those who participated, the overwhelming majority agreed this change was appropriate. The board of your Desert Stars Section 
thanks you for your time in responding. I especially thank those of you who took the time to share your thoughts with us with your 
comments. 

We will continue to offer a paper mailing on an individual basis for those who do not have email access or those 
who express a preference for a hard copy. If you did not receive or respond to the survey and wish to remain a hard 
copy recipient please contact me, Matthew Crawford, via email, or you may telephone Debbie Ichiyama if you 
prefer. Thank you.  

January 
Bill Burgess 

Elliott Gartner 

James P Lesniak 

Elliott Schmerler 

Ramesh Subramanian 

Wade Wakefield 

Update your email address with The National 
Business Office 

Contact our Membership Chair, Debbie Ichiyama, 
at 480-268-9535 or dichiyama@me.com 

Annual Meeting Slate 
Of New Officers and Directors 

Section Officers 

President Debbie Ichiyama 
Vice President Bob Yoder 
Treasurer Dick Sharp 
Secretary Don Burton 
 

Directors for Class of 2018 

Bud Cloninger 
Matthew Crawford 

mailto:ftbshop@qwestoffice.net
mailto:dichiyama@me.com
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La Hacienda at the Fairmont Princess – March 8, 2015 at 5:30pm 

 

By Roberta and John Phin 

Star Night 2.0 

 
Join Desert Stars for dinner at La Hacienda at the Fairmont Princess in Scottsdale.  This restaurant is acclaimed for its cuisine 

combining the vibrant flavors, ingredients and bold tastes of classical Mexican dishes prepared with timeless European cooking 

techniques.  As is our custom, we seek chef-driven venues and in this case, Richard Sandoval has designed an upscale, 

sophisticated culinary experience that is lighter and more sophisticated for modern-day diners while respecting the traditions of the 

past.  “Old ways, new hands”…lighter, fresher and unexpected! 

La Hacienda is located at 7575 E. Princess Drive which is East of Scottsdale Road and North of Frank Lloyd Wright Boulevard. We 

will meet at 5:30 PM on Sunday, March 8. Call John or Roberta Phin at 480-272-8851, or email jgphin@cox.net to RSVP by March 2.  

We will order off the menu with separate checks.  No need to call the restaurant; John will handle the reservation. 

It’s time for the Annual B.E.A.T. Rally – April 18-19, 2015 
By Bob Yoder 

If driving scenic country roads appeals to you, come with us and escape. Join about 150 British and European cars for a drive that begins in 

Phoenix and breakfasts in Wickenburg where the fun begins. Then onto Route 97 watching for cows-on-road toward Bagdad, Kirkland 

Junction, and into Prescott’s “Whiskey Row” for lunch, car show and shopping. Then a fun drive over Mingus Mountain and thru Jerome, 

Clarkdale - and Cottonwood for an ice cream stop - before heading to Sedona’s Oak Creek canyon and the Little America Resort in Flagstaff 

for the nite. This event is highly recommended by Bob, so let’s have a large group of Mercedes Benz members on the Tour. Go to 

www.beataz.com for an entry application. The organizers message is below. Deadline is March 13. – Bob 

If you’ve already signed up for this year’s drive, thanks. Remember the deadline for signing up is March 13th. We need to order & finish the 

design for this year’s t-shirt and other items for the goody bags. Lots of items to order so please do not delay. If you register after March 13th. 

we cannot guarantee that your t-shirt size or the other items will be available. The web site has the registration form. Make your reservation at 

Little America while the block of rooms is still available. Once the block is off those rooms get released to the general public. Big thanks to 

several of the car clubs who assist with items from their club to be given away during the Sunday morning get together. Big thanks to Bob & 

Penny Branton for offering their services again this year with the chase vehicle. This is a really big responsibility to have a trailer with parts and 

services available should you need it. When you do send in your registration to let us know which city you’ll join the tour for goody bags 

distribution. Most select either Phoenix or Wickenburg to join the group. Hope your car club has added this event date, April  18-19, 2015 to 

their websites so help us spread the word to your fellow British / European car owners. Any questions let us know. Thanks! 

 Mike & Janice Goodwin 

 ’68 Jaguar E Type OTS 

 Phoenix, AZ 

 

mailto:MBMOTORSAZ@gmail.com
mailto:jgphin@cox.net
http://www.beataz.com/
http://www.beataz.com/
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gym·kha·na 
/jimˈkänə/ 

noun: gymkhana; plural noun: 
gymkhanas 

A day event comprising races 
and other competitions 
between either horse riders or 
car drivers. 

Southwest Regional Event: Return to Tequila Rose 
March 20-22, 2015 

By Steve Ross, Regional Director 

 
The registrations are coming in for the Tequila Rose weekend and make sure one of them is yours. 

Don't make these guys come looking for you, sign up now! Our National President Terry Kiwala is 

joining us as well as some Benz folk from Arizona. Trophies are being selected and other prizes are 

being chosen. Reports are coming in that the dinosaurs are very active this year. The wise Rallye 

Masters, yep there are two of them, and with sterling virtues will be making sure the route takes us 

though the heart of dinosaur country. They will also clear the way of Highway-Men and other vermin. 

Where do we find such people? 

The rallye route and questions have been planned and ran for the first time. It is going to be a beautiful 

drive through the nearly deserted byways of Borrego springs and the De Anza State park. It is so easy 

there will probably be a lot of close finishers making the Rallye Masters job really hard which makes him 

grumpier. 

Need more info? Call Steve Ross 619-508-3925 or inewsx@sbcglobal.net. 

Schedule of events include: No host cocktail party Friday night, Saturday morning a gymkhana and at 

high noon a rallye through the Anza Borrego Blooming Desert, where you will see prehistoric life sized 

dinosaurs and other animals. Saturday evening an awards banquet where exquisite awards will be 

presented to the winning rallye teams and individuals excelling in the gymkhana. We invite all Regions 

and Sections in the MBCA to come and show their stuff with the Southwest Region. 

Lunch at the Lake 
May 30, 2015 

By John & Roberta Phin 

 

Join Desert Stars for a tour to Canyon Lake and lunch at the 

Lakeside Restaurant on May 30, 2015.  Canyon Lake is an amazing 

geological formation on the Salt River with shear rock walls where 

you might see a Big Horn Sheep or a Mountain Lion watching you as 

you cruise the lake through the canyon. The Lakeside Restaurant has 

an extensive menu of local favorites and provides comfortable 

accommodations for a large group. You will order off the menu and 

separate checks will be provided.   

We will meet mid-morning and tour along the Apache Trail past 

Apache Junction and into the Tonto National Forest towards Tortilla 

Flat. The road is steep and challenging (If you are not following a 

6,000 lb. pickup towing a 30 foot speedboat). After lunch you can 

make your own arrangements to rent a sport or pontoon boat or 

reserve a tour of the Lake on Dolly, a double decked steam boat.  

There will be more information regarding meeting location and time to 

follow in the next newsletter.  RSVP to John or Roberta Phin via 

phone at 480-272-8851 or jgphin@cox.net before May 23, 2015. Or 

call the Phin’s for more information. 

“…cruise the lake through the canyon.“ 

 

mailto:inewsx@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jgphin@cox.net
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Havasupai Rallye 2015 
September 18-20, 2015 

By Ron L. Borino 

 This year’s Havasupai will have the participants in north central Arizona.  We will begin 

our event Friday evening September 18th in Payson with a reception at the hotel.  The 

next morning the participants will be sent off through Payson looking for various clues 

and landmarks.  From Payson participants will drive towards Strawberry and ultimately 

over to Camp Verde for lunch. 

Once done with lunch the participants will be sent back out for round two which will take 

them across i-17 and in to the Verde Valley passing through Cottonwood, Cornville and 

ultimately Sedona.  Sedona will be the end of the line and where we will enjoy an awards 

dinner and spend Saturday night.  September 20th we will plan an event in or around 

Sedona for those interested.  Save September 18th – 20th. 

In The Mirror: MB Enthusiast Dinner 

 By John and Roberta Phin 

The evening was brilliant!!  The setting, Maggiano’s Little Italy in Scottsdale, provided a banquet room that opened upon a patio 

showcasing three new MBs provided by Schumacher European.  There were several member owned MBs parked right out front to 

illustrate the evolution of the MB SL.  There were three extremely knowledgeable “car guy” speakers, answering questions about 

collectability in general and specific “how to’s” for member cars.  The fifty-eight participants included members, auction attendees, and 

guests.  The food was plentiful and delicious, and the weather was Scottsdale perfect, with a blazing red sunset and balmy 

temperatures.  Amazing fun when things come together so well!!! 

The Desert Stars MB Enthusiast Dinner celebrates the several auction events that take place in and around the Phoenix area every 

January.  This year’s total collector car Arizona auction sales hit a new record of $293 Million!!! So there was a lot to celebrate and 

discuss at the dinner.  The dinner event organizers, Roberta and John Phin, introduced Desert Stars board members, and the 

featured MB SL owners; Matt Crawford (107 560SL), Chuck Stanford (129 SL600 “Silver Arrow”), Ken Borowitz (230 SL500) and 

Jerry Bevins (197 SLS AMG).  Then Lou Gordon of Schumacher European MB was introduced.  Lou brought with him a new 2015 C- 

class, CLA and GLA for display.  And then our evening’s speakers: Andrew Reid, Producer/Client Service Technician, Hayden Wood 

Insurance Agency; Tim Suddard, Publisher Grassroots Motorsports and also Classic Motorsports, and Dave Tobin Editor “The SL 

Market Letter”. Please see Enthusiast on page 9 

It was a wonderful night at Magiannos Little Italy in the private dining room. 
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Annual Meeting and Luncheon  

May 3, 2015 

Please register and pay by April 27, 2015: 
 

Contact Information: 
Name(s) registering: _____________________________________   Number Attending_______ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 
City: State/Prov.: Zip: ___________________________________________________________ 
Phone No.: ________________________________________________________      Day/ Night 
Email Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

Cost is $38.50 per person. Call Debbie with any questions. After April 27th call for availability. 

Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: 
MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama 

6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 
Credit Card payments available:  Call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535. 

 

Classifieds 

Rare 2005 SL600 with 5.5 liter V12 bi-turbo engine producing 493 hp 
and 590 lb.-ft. of torque. 0-60 mph in 4.5 seconds.  Silver with leather 
interior. Always garaged and always dealer maintained, all service 
records available. This car is in like new condition with 85K miles.  All 
factory options including Bose premium sound system, navigation 
system, heated and A/C cooled memory seats, Xenon lights, keyless 
start, comfort pulse/massage seats, power articulated convertible 
hardtop, 4-wheel disc brakes, premium alloy wheels, alarm, steering 
wheel audio controls and sport mode suspension.  Still under warranty. 
$26,000 OBO. Greg Gregoryodegard@cox.net 

Cream Puff 300SE, Lady-owned very low 75,938 miles. No leaks. Drives 
great. New water pump, pulleys, radiator and hoses. Small dent right 
front fender and door. Sheepskins are in good condition, and leather 
seats underneath are like new. Car is beautiful with factory chrome 
wheels. Mercedes CD player/radio with Bose factory 8-speaker sound 
system. Sunroof. Interior near perfect, and always garage kept. No 
cracks on dash. It is very hard to find a 1990 this clean. Gets plenty of 
LOOKS and DRIVES FANTASTIC. $6,500.00. Contac t Pete. 
pandl1@cox.net 

mailto:reinhardsbenz@msn.com
http://www.aztopshop.com/
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The self-professed [In fact, renowned! – Ed.] “car nuts” spoke to us as a panel, fielding questions collected from club members.  Their 

hands-on, in-the-business and collector experience was apparent from the depth of response and joy reflected when they talked about a 

favorite car (there were many), or the “car I should have bought”, or just about the cars they have had, loved and shared. 

Our aim for the evening was to learn about the art of collecting cars, how to identify cars with the potential to be valued as “collectible” 

(i.e., increase in value.) Our speakers discussed the many aspects of collectability.  What was valuable and sought after in its’ time, 

limited editions, colors and options that were popular and correct for the period, these are some of the things to look for in a collectable 

car.  But…they were adamant that your special car is the one that you want to own, drive, and enjoy.  Their advice:  Get out and try a lot 

of cars.  Enjoy them for what they are...and IF you make some money along the way, even better.   

And our speakers were very positive about the Mercedes marque. They cited the long history of solid engineering, cars of many vintages 

still reliable as daily drivers, great factory support, a wide range of pricing, from the very affordable to the special collectables owned by a 

few.  Quality, drivable cars priced (purchase and cost of ownership) for a wide range of budgets. And they remarked on the MB Club of 

America, praising its strong membership and support. 

Our event was the “MB Enthusiast” Dinner. While the discussion was focused on "collectibles" we were enthusiastically encouraged to 

just enjoy our cars and have fun!  Sounded like great advice for the MB Enthusiasts present!  And we left even more enthusiastic for the 

cars, the club, and the friends we are so grateful to know in the group. 

 

 

Enthusiast  from page 6 

 

Above: Tim Suddard, Andrew Reid, and Dave Tobin  

discussed the many aspects of car collecting. 

Above Right: One of several new cars from  

        Schumacher Mercedes-Benz 

Right: Members cars on display 

Below: Members on display! 

 



 
 

TheStarDust 
 

Page 10 

  In The Mirror: Poker Run 

 By Harman and Susan Cadis, Poker Meisters 

This year's annual Poker Run had 40 club member participants in 21 cars. The Poker Run / Tour started at the Mercedes-Benz of 

Chandler where we enjoyed their hospitality and nice lunch in their smart Car Center. They were truly gracious hosts. Next we were off to 

the Casa Grande Ruins National Monument. We took the tour of the "Great House" and contemplated what they built it for. All appreciated 

the mystery and complexity. 

Then we ventured the back roads to Saint Anthony's Greek Orthodox Monastery. In 

the summer of 1995 six monks arrived in the southern Arizona desert to establish St. 

Anthony’s Monastery. Who knew that such a place existed in the middle of “no-

where”? Most took the opportunity to earn a bonus card by climbing to the top of their 

hilltop chapel, what a great view! It was well worth it even without the bonus card. 

We then hit the trail to a great western BBQ dinner at San Tan Flats. Appetizers, 

libations and dinner prepared by Ryan, our own private grill cook. To top it off we had 

peach pie from Schnepf Farms, one of last year’s favorite stops. Oh yes, we also got a 

card at each stop and played poker while having drinks and good food watching the 

camp fires, listening to live music. 
Please see Poker  on page 11 

Our great Mercedes-Benz of Chandler host! 

http://www.oei-design.com
mailto:Joseph.Thompson@ColdwellBanker.com
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 Poker  from page 10 

First place honors go to Rhonda and Ron Borino (below 

middle), while Melanie Searle & Bob St John took second 

place (below left) and Hillary and John Fiscus came in third 

(below, right.) The worst hand was held, again rumor has it, 

by Matt Crawford and Arnie Brown and yes they got a prize of 

fuzzy dice to hang from their Benz. 

The podium of winners! 

Above: The Greek Orthodox chapel 

and Bill’s E63 S. 

http://www.widmaierchiropractic.com
mailto:tinoferrulli@scottsdale-mb.com


 

 

Keep your address updated with the 
MBCA National Business Office at 

(800) 637-2360 
Online at http://mbca.org 

 

Mar 20-22, 2015 

April 12, 2015  

April 18-19, 2015 

May 3, 2015 

May 30, 2015 

Sept. 18-20 

Fri – Sun 

Sunday 

Sat – Sun 

Sunday 

Saturday 

Fri – Sun 

 

Southwest Regional Event - Tequila Rose  

MB Technical Features Demo & Dinner at Roaring Fork 

2015 British European Auto Tour (BEAT) 

Annual Meeting - The Gladly 

Lunch at the Lake 

Havasupai Rallye 

SAVE THESE DATES!!! 

Visit us at: 
www.desertstars.mbca.org 

 “Like” us on Facebook 
DesertStarsMBCA 

Follow us on Twitter 
@MBCADesertStars 

 

T H E ST A RDU S T  
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