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Family Picnic 
By Dee Cloninger 

Sunday, March 16, 2014 at 11:00am – 4:00pm McCormick Park, Stillman Ramada 

It’s   that   time  of   the year again!  We all had a great time last year and hope you will all 
come out once again for a day of fun, food and games. Located at the corner of Scottsdale 
Road and E. Indian Bend Road, the McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park celebrates 
Arizona’s   railroad  history.     The park features two playgrounds, model train exhibits, and 
train and carousel rides in a beautiful landscaped park. Tickets for train rides, carousel, 
gifts and souvenirs are available in the parks gift shop.  

We also have plans for fun and games throughout the day. Back by popular demand will 
be the Donut contest along with lots of other games.  Kids of all ages should plan to 
participate in the picnic contests, races and a prize raffle.  

Don’t miss this event! 
Please RSVP by March 12, 2014 by calling Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535. 

Note: Due to close timing there is no registration form for this event, please call.  
$15.00 per adult. Kids under 5 years old free! Family Deal, four for $50.00 

 
“Show  Off  Your  Car”  Show  and  Luncheon 

By John and Roberta Phin 
Saturday, April 19, 2014 at 11:00am 

Have you sent in your reservation form yet?  Desert Stars is having a relaxed, non-intimidating car show.  This is NOT a full on concours 
event, just an opportunity to share our common appreciation for our vehicles in a beautiful spot in Fountain Hills.  Join us at this 
Mercedes Benz car show and luncheon that will take place on Saturday, April 19, 2014 at the Radisson Fort McDowell Indian Resort & 
Casino.  There  will  be  several  categories  for  recognition,   including  a  “People’s  Choice”  Award.    We  will  gather the cars at 11 AM in an 
area reserved just for us.  An open bar will be set up in our separate event room, and a luncheon will be served while we tally votes and 
announce the selected winners. 
The fee per person for the event is $35, which includes lunch, dessert and coffee or iced tea.  Please complete the reservation form for 
this event included on page 8 and let us know what car(s) you will be showing, the number of guests and their luncheon selections.  
Reservations and payment are due by April 10, 2014. 
For questions call John and Roberta Phin at 480-272-8851, or email jgphin@cox.net. Please do not contact the resort directly. 

Annual Business Meeting Memorial Day Weekend Road Trip 

Join us for the Desert Stars 2014 Annual Meeting and luncheon, 
Sunday, May 4th, 2014 at Tanzy in Scottsdale Quarter. Our 
private room for the meeting has a wonderful view of the east 
valley mountains and will be ready for us at 12:00 pm, however 
please feel free to arrive earlier and mingle with your fellow 
members in the open air lounge. The business portion of this 
event is brief and consists of Board and Officer elections.  The 
slate of candidates is found on page four. 

Bud Cloninger has decided to step down as President of the 
Desert Stars so please come and help us thank him for his six 

The Desert Stars will travel to Tucson for the long Memorial Day 
Weekend and take advantage of the somewhat cooler climate to 
tour the featured local attractions and enjoy some of the top rated 
restaurants. We will meet up on Saturday May 24th and our first 
tour will be to Kartchner Caverns State Park. The caverns, 
discovered in 1974, are carved out of limestone and filled with 
spectacular speleothems which have been growing for 50,000 
years or longer, and are still growing.  On Sunday, May 25th we 
will drive up to Kitt Peak National Observatory.  There are multiple 
working observatories so we will do a daytime tour of some of the 
facility.  Located at the top of the peak at an altitude of 6,875… 

Sunday, May 4, 2014 at noon Sat. - Mon, May 24-26, 2014  RSVP NOW!!! 
By Debbie Ichiyama By John and Roberta Phin 

Please see Annual Meeting on page 4 
 Please see Tucson page 4 

 

http://www.therailroadpark.com/
mailto:jgphin@cox.net
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More Than a Car 
We’re a Community℠ 

New Members, “Welcome!” 
 December 
Judy Chang 
Iris Dershowitz 
Kim Kunasek 
David Schaeffer 
Dieter Schmidt 

January 
Bill Burgess 
Elliott Gartner 
James P Lesniak 
Elliott Schmerler 
Ramesh Subramanian 

As   in   the   Grateful   Dead’s   song,  
‘Lately  it  occurs  to  me,  what  a  long  
strange  trip  it’s  been’.   

It has been my pleasure over the 
last six years to serve as your 
President. The time has now come 
to step aside, and let others move 
our Desert Stars forward.  

 

President’s  Message 
By Bud Cloninger 

Our Vice President Debbie Ichiyama has put her name on the electorate 
slate for President of the Desert Stars. I welcome her with great 
confidence knowing our club will be in good hands. I will continue 
serving on our Board and be engaged in our sections success. I would 
really like to thank all of the members that have helped me over the 
years to get the job done. A finer group of people cannot be found. 
 
I hope to see you at an event soon, 

Editors Notes 
By Matthew Crawford 

As things go, change is in the air this time of year. The air is warmer. I have 
already  observed  Canadian  geese,  in  their  usual  ‘V’  formation,  flying  north.    

 
Connie Seeker 
Joe Szeles 
Daniel Wood 
 

 
Wade Wakefield 

“Top  up,  or  top  down”  questions  waffle  through  my  head  when  I  drive  the  convertible.  And what should  I  wear  when  it’s  50  one  hour  and  
80 the next? One  answer  that  rings  true  is  that  we  need  to  keep  moving  forward.  We  don’t  often  embrace  change  but  sometimes  the  pain  
of moving out of our comfort zones is the only way to develop. As a club we need to start to look at our operations and how we can grow. 
In that light, and in following the trend that the National Business Office (NBO) and other sections are promoting, The StarDust will now 
be available via email starting with this issue. 

Using the information from the NBO the Desert Stars will begin emailing a .pdf version of the newsletter to you. Many advantages such 
as speed and accessibility come with this option. Fret not! Hard copy mailings of the newsletter will still be sent in the traditional way as 
well. If you wish to opt out of the emailed version you may elect that option in the bottom of the issued email. As always, you may contact 
me with any questions or concerns at StarDustMBCA@gmail.com. Please make sure your contact information is always up-to-date so 
we may keep you informed of our club activities. Thank you for your membership and contributions to our passion. 

mailto:StarDustMBCA@gmail.com
mailto:deecloninger61@yahoo.com
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/
mailto:stardustmbca@gmail.com
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Lon’s  at  the Hermosa Inn, Friday April 25, 2014 at 6:00pm 

Star Night 2.0 
 By John and Roberta Phin 

Join  Desert  Stars  for  alfresco  dining  on  the  patio  of  LON’s  at  the  historic  Hermosa  
Inn in Paradise Valley.  You may remember we ended the Star Fest Rally on the 
patio; it was well-liked by participants for its picturesque setting.  Executive Chef 
Ducas has  been  with  LON’s  for  seven  years  developing  a  reputation  for  excellent  
yet   comfortable   cuisine   with   many   ingredients   sourced   from   the   restaurant’s  
garden.  The date is Friday, April 25 and the time is 6:00 PM.  The address of the 
Hermosa Inn is 5532 N. Palo Christi Rd., Paradise Valley (South and East of 32nd 
ST. and Lincoln).  As is our custom, we will order off the menu with separate 
checks. No need to call the restaurant as John will make our reservation; just 
RSVP to John at 480-272-8851 or jgphin@cox.net by April 18.  See you there and 
then. 

Bink’s  Midtown – Saturday, March 8, 2014 at 6:00pm 

Join Desert Stars for a Star Night Dinner at 6:00 PM, Saturday, March 8, 2014. 
Our venue will be Bink’s  Midtown  which  is  the  newest  venture  for  award  winning  
chef  Kevin  Binkley.  Bink’s  Midtown  follows  the  traditions  of  the  flagship  restaurant,  
Binkley’s   in  Cave  Creek   in   that   fresh,   locally  sourced   ingredients  are   featured   in  
dishes that astonish with their creativity.  You will be surprised and delighted by 
the menu that is consistent with the quality and ingenuity of the flagship but is 
different enough to be a unique experience in and of itself. As is our custom, we 
will order off the menu and separate checks will be provided. There is ample 
valeted parking on site. The address is 2320 E. Osborn, Phoenix. Please call 
John Phin at 480-272-8851 or by e-Mail to jgphin@cox.net to RSVP. No need to 
contact the restaurant  as  John  will  coordinate  our  event  with  Bink’s. 
 

In Memory… Bunny Petersen 
 By Mindy Sharp 

It is with sadness that I inform The Desert Stars of the passing of one of our members, and my Mom, Bunny Petersen, on January 10 in 
Illinois. 
She was present at the annual Holiday Party in 2012, where some of you met her for the first time. She and my dad became members at 
our urging in the mid-1990's and attended many events together with us making friends and enjoying club events. Mom was very good 
at Havasupai clues (can't say the same for my dad, Pete!) and went on several road rallyes with us. She was also paired up with Bob 
Yoder on one rallye and, as navigator, helped them come in 2nd. 
Mom drove her Mercedes up until last year and always loved it. She will be so missed at our dinners, events, and particularly for me, our 
weekly meeting for a movie at the Harkins 5 Theater, playing cards and family get-togethers. 
My thanks to all of you who were always so friendly and welcoming to her. Dick and I want to thank club members who expressed 
concern for us and our family. Dick and I were very fortunate to have her both as a mother and a friend. 

Desert Stars members know how to 
have fun! 

Update your email address with  
The National Business Office 
Contact our Membership Chair, 

Debbie Ichiyama, at 480-268-9535 or 
dichiyama@me.com 

mailto:jgphin@cox.net
mailto:jgphin@cox.net
mailto:dichiyama@me.com
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years of dedication to the club as President. 

We will be ordering off a limited menu prepared for us. The cost is $32 per person, which will include an entrée, desert, non-alcoholic 
beverage, tax and gratuity. The registration form is located on page eight.  For questions or credit card payments please call Debbie 
Ichiyama at 480-268-9535 and please RSVP by April 29th, 2014. Looking forward to seeing you at the meeting!  

Tanzy is located in Scottsdale Quarter on the second floor next to iPic Theatres. The address is 15257 North Scottsdale Rd., 
Scottsdale, AZ 85254. 

 

Annual Meeting from Page 1 

Annual Meeting Slate of New Officers and Directors 

President   Debbie Ichiyama 
Vice President   Bob Yoder 
Treasurer   Dick Sharp 
Secretary                           Don Burton 

Director for class of 2017 
Ken Borowitz 

 

Tucson from Page 1 
feet, the drive and the scenery are a spectacular part of the experience.  We will have a picnic lunch under shady trees and 
Ramada on the peak. On Monday, May 26, we will head out in the morning to the Arizona Sonoran Desert Museum, driving through 
the Saguaro National Park. The Desert Museum has 21 acres with two miles of walking paths, 230 animal species and 1,200 types 
of plants.   

Our tour of eateries starts on Saturday evening at Café Poca Cosa where Chef/owner Suzana Davila turns out elegant renditions of 
classic Mexican fare.  The menu changes twice daily, and is  based  on  the  farmer’s  market  harvest.    Our  Kitt  Peak  picnic  lunch  will  
be  catered  by  Feast,  so  the  meal  will  be  yummy!    Sunday  night  we  will  dine  at  Maynard’s  Market  &  Kitchen,  where  Chef  Addam  
Buzzalini’s  serves  innovative  French-themed bistro fare in an art deco-style environment. And the adjacent Market is open for your 
buying pleasure. On Monday a late lunch is planned at Downtown Kitchen + Cocktails, where award winning Chef Janos Wilder 
provides  a  “new  America”  menu.     

For accommodations we are holding a block of rooms at the Embassy Suites at the Tucson Williams Center, where breakfast is 
included  each  morning,  as  is  a  “happy  hour”  each  evening,  for  $113  per  night,  taxes  included.    Contact  us  for  details. 

It is VERY important to get reservations made in advance. Group rates are advantageous, but can only be obtained in advance.  
The hotel will be self-pay, so you can get your Hilton points to your account, but you need to contact the hotel before the rooms are 
released. The picnic lunch will be pre-paid, but other meals will be self-pay.  So if you are interested, want more information on the 
prices of the tours and the lunch, PLEASE get in touch immediately by contacting John or Roberta Phin, 480-272-8851 or 
jgphin@cox.net or raphin@cox.net. This is a holiday weekend, so things book up quickly.  Let us hear from you!!! 

Note: There is no registration form for this event. Please call. 

http://www.dynamicphotoart.com
mailto:jgphin@cox.net
mailto:raphin@cox.net
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  In The Mirror: Poker Run 
 
This year's annual Poker Run had 35 club member participants in 18 cars. The Poker Run / Tour started at the new Mercedes-Benz of 
Scottsdale dealership where we enjoyed their hospitality and a quick tour. Next we were off to Su Vino Winery in downtown Scottsdale. 
Some great wine tasting and snacks were relished in their bottling room. Then all were off to an easy 37 mile drive to Schnepf Farms in 
Queen Creek. We just made it for their Peach Blossom Celebration and all had a piece of the best peach pie ever! Many purchased fresh 
vegetables grown right there on the farm. 

After the farm everyone took a quick ride to The Queen Creek Olive Mill across the tracks where we had a private tour. We all learned a 
lot about how olive oil is produced and its many uses. Once again this was a good shopping opportunity. They produce and sell cold 
pressed olive oils, vinegars, tapenades, and stuffed olives and lots of other goodies. Finally the group drove north to a beautiful 
restaurant, The Patio at Las Sendas, to watch the sunset. Oh yes, we also got a card at each stop and played poker while having drinks 
and good food - while overlooking the valley while listening to live music! First place honors go to Robert St. John & Melanie Searle, 
while Bud and Dee Cloninger took second place (2nd year in row!) and John & Marianne Hutchison came in third. The worst hand was 
held by Don & Brynn Burton and yes, they got a prize of fuzzy dice to hang in their Benz. 

By Harman and Susan Cadis 

Center: First Place: Bob St John and Melanie Searle, with 
Hardan Cardis, Pokermaster 

Left:  Second Place: Bud and Dee (not pictured) Cloninger 
with Hardan Cardis, Pokermaster 

Right: Third Place: Marianne and John Hutchison with Hardan 
and Susan Cardis, Pokermasters 
 
 
 
 
The beautiful sunset from The Patio at Las Sendas 

http://www.aztopshop.com/
http://www.widmaierchiropractic.com
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  Chaco Canyon 
 

Between about 950 to1150 AD the Chaco culture, who were ancestors to the Anasazi, lived 
and flourished in the Southwestern U.S. The ancient society remains a mystery today since 
they had no writing. 

In Chaco Canyon there are the ruins of 30 large masonry buildings, each containing hundreds 
of rooms. The most well-known is Pueblo Bonito which is believed had a population of over 
1000 people. Our visit will involve a scheduled stop there for a park ranger guided tour. 

Chaco Culture National Park in NW New Mexico Is remotely located and a two and a half hour 
drive from our hotel. Travel will include 20 miles of graded dirt road. Therefore we will 
encourage attendees with SUVs to take non SUV members from the hotel to the park. The visit 
to the park will be all day leaving early in the morning and returning early evening.  We will 
have to pack lunch water and snacks. 

This trip will be pay on your own with two nights at the historic El Rancho Hotel on Route 66 
which has old but large rooms.  This  “Home  of   the  Movie  Stars”   is where actors stayed when 
filming Westerns in  the  30’s  and  40’s. 

If you are interested please contact Dick Sharp at richardsharp31@gmail.com. 

By Dick Sharp 

In The Mirror: Enthusiasts Dinner 
 

Desert Stars gathered at the Roaring Fork Restaurant in Scottsdale to celebrate the close of the 2014 Arizona collector car auction 
season and to share stories of the fabulous cars and people we saw therein. We had 35 people in attendance for an astonishingly 
good dinner and an opportunity to view new Mercedes-Benz autos on display from Schumacher European as well as Section 
member cars.   
The display at the restaurant entrance included a new S-Class, E-Class and a new GL, all from Schumacher European. Also an SLS 
AMG courtesy of Gary Dyer, a 129 chassis SL, “La Costa” Edition, brought by Walt Anderson and finally, an impeccable 126 chassis 
S-Class sedan brought by Rick Schulte - which contrasted nicely with the high tech, new S-Class. Thanks again to the folks at 
Schumacher who shuttled the cars back and forth on their day off and to the Section members who put their cars on display for the 
hundreds of diners that night to admire. 

By John and Roberta Phin 

In The Mirror: Airpark Collision Center 
 
More than 20 Desert Stars convened at Airpark Collision Center for some coffee, pastries, and a demonstration  of  “plastic  welding”.    Why  
plastic welding?  Modern automobiles have plastic body components that provide styling, pedestrian protection, aerodynamic and 
weight-saving benefits.  The downside is that the parts are relatively soft and susceptible to tearing and puncture.  Replacement of 
damaged parts for some owners may not be cost effective and some insurers specify non-factory parts that do not always fit well.  
Airpark Collision Center is one of only a few collision repair centers (see their ad in this issue for their full range of services) that has 
invested in proprietary technology which allows satisfactory repair of damaged plastic body parts.  We watched an ACC technician 
gradually build up a torn plastic bumper and also saw repaired parts that were finished on both sides to a high standard.  One of our 
members had a car that was so repaired by ACC; the repair was virtually invisible!  Many thanks to Airpark Collision Center for giving us 
a behind the scenes look at a high tech operation that helps us keep our treasured cars in premium condition. 

By John and Roberta Phin 

Adventure to the remote Ancient Chaco World and Chaco Canyon, New Mexico  
October 17, 18 & 19, 2014 

A plastic welding demonstration  

Kenny, Jeff, Tina, Gerald, and Brian from Airpark Collision 

http://www.oei-design.com
mailto:richardsharp31@gmail.com
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  Registration Forms 

Show Off Your Car 
Saturday April 19, 2014 

Please register by April 10, 2014: 
 

Name(s):         Number attending:____      

Address:                          City:    State/Prov.:   Zip:      

Email Address:       Phone No.:               

Car (s) for Show:  Model number and year ______________  Model number and year________________ 
You must make your entree selection with this registration. Please provide the quantity, per person: 
Beef Colorado tossed in Mild Red Chili Sauce ____ Green Chili Pork ____  Asian Chicken Salad ____ 

Call John and Roberta Phin with any questions at (480) 272-8851. 
$35.00 per person.  Credit Card payments available: Call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535. 

Or make your check payable to: MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: 
MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama 

6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

Annual Business Meeting 
Sunday May 4, 2014 

Please RSVP by April 29: 
 

Name(s):         Number attending:____      
Address:                          City:    State/Prov.:   Zip:      
Email Address:        Phone No.:        

Cost is $32.00 per person. Entrée, desert, soft drink, taxes and gratuities included. 
 Credit Card payments available: call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535. 

Or make your check payable to: MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: 
MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama 

6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 
 

mailto:jgphin@cox.net
mailto:raphin@cox.net
mailto:ftbshop@qwestoffice.net
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2008 smart fortwo cabrio by member John Hutchison (480) 
473-4887 One owner, purchased / serviced at Smart Center Chandler / 
Schumacher. Garaged. Under 38,000 miles. Rally Red / Silver Tridion 
Safety Cell; Black leather seating package. 3-cylinder engine-70HP. 5-
Speed Paddle Shifters, Alloy Wheels, A/C, Tinted Windows, Heated 
Seats, Radio / CD Player, ESP, ABS, Airbags, Intermittent Wipers with 
Rain Sensor, Power Windows, Central locking with remote, Outside 
Temperature Indicator.  New battery in 2013. 39 MPG with each fillup.  
Great commuter car. Excellent condition.  Price: $7,900 

2008 GL320 CDI by member John Hutchison (480) 473-4887 
One owner, purchased / serviced at Schumacher. Garaged 100% of the 
time. Under 48,000 miles. Pewter/Tan MBTex, Seven Passenger, 
Navigation, Satellite Radio, CD Changer, Dual Zone Climate Control, 
Heated Front Seats, Towing Package, Roof Rack, Deep tinted 
windows, Bi-Xenon   Headlights,   19”   wheels.   Clear   bra   installed   at  
purchase; no chips, no dents, no rust, excellent condition. Two new 
batteries in 2013. Average 23 MPG. Comes with most desirable V6 CDI 
Diesel engine; NO urea tank; donut spare.  Price: $34,900 

Classifieds 

1988 560 SL by member Tim Hensley 480-217-5652 
Green / beige pin strip with tan interior. Leather seats. Everything works 
and it drives great. Garaged and covered. 103,675 miles and has been 
serviced by MB Motors in Phoenix. 2 Tops, New soft top, hard top. 
Windows have been tinted (since photo). This is a great buy for 
$12,500. 

CONGRATULATIONS!!! Longtime members Sandra Allen and Gerry Fortier are now newlyweds! 

Car to Sell? by You Maybe? 
Your Mercedes-Benz club has many benefits. Not only social events, 
technical information and driving activities, we also offer you exposure 
to other Mercedes-Benz enthusiasts when it comes time to make room 
in your garage. Please contact the editor at StarDustMBCA@gmail.com 
if  you  want  us  to  run  an  ad.  It’s  included  in  your  membership! 

mailto:StarDustMBCA@gmail.com


 Keep your address updated with the 
MBCA National Business Office at 

(800) 637-2360 
Online at http://mbca.org 

 

T H E ST A RDU S T 
M A R C H - A P R I L  2 0 1 4 

 

March 8, 2014 
March 16, 2014 

April 12 - 13 
April 19, 2014 
April 25, 2014 

May 4, 2014 
May 24-26, 2014 

June TBD 
August TBD 

Oct 17-19 

Saturday 
Sunday 

Weekend 
Saturday 

Friday 
Sunday 

Weekend 
TBD 
TBD 

Weekend 

StarNight 2.0 - Bink's Midtown 
Family Picnic-McCormick RR Park, Scottsdale 
B.E.A.T. Rally 
"Show Off Your Car" Show and Luncheon 
StarNight 2.0 - Lon's at Hermosa Inn 
Desert Stars Annual Meeting 
Memorial Day Weekend in Tucson/ Kitt Peak etc. 
Star Night 2.0 
Escape the Heat 
Chaco Canyon National Park 

SAVE THESE DATES!!! 

Visit us at: 
www.desertstars.mbca.org 

 

 “Like”  us  on  Facebook 
DesertStarsMBCA 

http://mbca.org/
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/

