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B & B and Focusing on Details 

On January 10, nine members of the THREE RIVERS SECTION, gathered 

for a day of fun and learning.  Beginning with 'Breakfast & Benz' at the 

Sunrise Cafe in Fort Wayne, and concluding with a visit to Praxis Detailing 

located in nearby Auburn where our own member Ron Hite, and Praxis 

owner and Master Detailer, Michael Liebing, provided members a tour of 

the facility.  Learning all that is required to properly care for our vehicles, 

including product suggestions, was quite the education for our members.  

Ron’s 1988 560SL looks amazing after the ceramic coating that was      

applied.  Check it out in the pictures on page 2. 

Many more exciting events and activities are planned for 2015.  Be sure 

to watch the schedule of events, and your e-mail, so you don’t miss out. 



 

 



 

 

extra  

DETAILS  

                                                                                 By Jason Bogart  

 This section is dedicated to the upkeep and detailing of our wonderful German vehicles  

To tint or not to tint, that is the question. Window film comes 

in different shades and there is a legal limit in our state of  

Indiana. The legal limit is 30%; they measure this by the  

percentage of light allowed in the vehicle. Window tint films 

come in 15%, 20%, 30%, 35% and 50%. The smaller the    

number the less light allowed into the vehicle, making the 

darkest tint. Some people prefer to get their windows done 

for appearance, for security and also to block the sun from 

the interior of the vehicle. Some people may prefer not to 

have the windows tinted since for night driving it can create 

a challenge for visibility.  

 

I recently got my E 350 and I had the windows 

tinted. I drove around for a week or so before I 

had it done. I was driving a vehicle previously  

with tinted windows and there was a noticeable 

difference in the heat that was coming in through 

the glass. 

   

Spike our Beagle has agreed to demonstrate the  

example of a vehicle without window tint. He’s hot 

and he is easily visible. The same can be said if you 

would leave your purse in the car and run in      

somewhere.  A forgotten cell phone would easily be 

visible to a would be criminal passing by.  

Window tint runs around $200.00 for a car the size 

of my E 350. It all comes down to personal choice. 

If you have ever considered having the windows tinted in your vehicle, stop in at a local 

shop and see what they suggest.  If you are looking for privacy, style or protection from 

the sun for you and your interior, window tinting is an option to consider.  



 

 

Planning another year of Fun Events 

That was the goal of our meeting on January 25th at Zianno’s.  Considering the    

weather, it was well-attended, with 15 members there to participate.  Topics included 

events coming up soon, such as the February 7 

Breakfast & Benz at Mister Coney and visiting the 

Botanical Gardens after breakfast.  The Gardens 

have a current display featuring a local artist’s  

sculptures using discarded plastics.   See the  

schedule page for details. 

 

Some events later in the year  require a lot more 

planning and effort.  A committee was formed for EuroFest, the June 7th European Car 

Show and if you are willing to help, in even a small way, please contact Jason at       

574-457-6541 or jbab@embarqmail.com.   

 

Also approved was a multi-day Regional event, which will run from Friday evening, July 

31 through Sunday afternoon, August 2.  Now titled “Fun in the Fort”, it will include 

some social events, defensive driving, autocross, and some yet-to-be-determined 

events for Sunday.  Put these important events on your calendar.  You won’t want to 

miss either one. 

mailto:jbab@embarqmail.com


 

 

THREE RIVERS SECTION SCHEDULE OF EVENTS — 2015 

 
February 7:  Breakfast & Benz/Botanical Gardens:  Breakfast is at Mister Coney, 4525 

Coldwater Road, at 9:00 am.  When we’re done with breakfast, we’ll head downtown to the 
Botanical Gardens, 1100 South Calhoun St.  Admission to the Gardens is $5.   

 
March 7:  JK O’Donnell’s, 121 West Wayne St., Fort Wayne.  A little early, but still our St. 
Patrick’s Day outing in an appropriate venue.  Meet there at 4:00 pm. 

 
April 18: ACD Museum:  We’ll be host to the Cincinnati Section and the Indy 500 Section 

when they come to visit the museum.  Details to follow. 
 
June 7:  5th Annual EuroFest, 10:00am-4:00pm at IPFW,  

 
July 11:  Three Rivers Festival Parade Details to follow. 

 
July 31-August 2:  Fun in the Fort, Great Lakes Regional Event, Social events and    
driving events will fill this exciting weekend 

 
 

National Events Coming to This Area! 

Next year, June 12-14, StarTech will be taking place in Cincinnati, Ohio.  If you’ve  
never been to one, a national event takes all the things we love about club events and 

raises them to a whole new level.  This year there won’t be any driving events, but 
there will be lots of technical sessions (hence, the name StarTech), social events,  

people from all over the country, and lots and lots of cars.  In 2013, in Alabama, there 
were 230 registered  participants.  I strongly suggest you get these dates on your   

calendar now and plan to attend.  http://www.mbca.org/event-notice/2015-06-12/

startech-2015 

Another National Event, just announced, will be in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, on August 20-22.  Gemutlichkeit will include 3 days 
full of defensive driving, autocross, a driving experience on     
Pittsburgh International Raceway, Concours d' Elegance, rally, 
banquets and tours of the Pittsburgh area.   

 

Please consult your current issue of The Star magazine for listings of    
upcoming National, Regional and Sectional events throughout the country.  
Or log on to the National website at mbca.org and check out what’s   
coming under the “Our Community” tab. 

 

More events will be added as they are scheduled and details for each event will be   

forwarded as needed.  Ideas for events are always welcomed and encouraged. Contact 
any board member with suggestions. 
 

http://www.mbca.org/event-notice/2015-06-12/startech-2015
http://www.mbca.org/event-notice/2015-06-12/startech-2015
http://www.mbca.org/


 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF INCREASE IN MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 

It has been a busy year at Mercedes-Benz Club of America (MBCA). We have been 
working hard to enhance your membership experience and are committed to making 
your membership a valuable and memorable experience. 

 

To properly serve our members, the Board of Directors has approved $6 increase in 
annual membership dues, effective July 1, 2015. This increase reflects rising costs and 
expansion of member services, particularly event support.  Multi-year membership 
discounts will continue to be offered. We encourage all existing members to lock in the 
current rate by renewing for one, two or three years prior to July 1, 2015. 

 

MBCA sponsors National and Regional events offer a variety of activities that 
celebrate the performance and history of our members’ magnificent Mercedes-Benz 
automobiles. Through these events, MBCA continues to foster community and          
camaraderie that long-lasting friendships are built upon. MBCA also continues to   
provide additional support such as event and track insurance, operational resources 
like MotorsportsReg.com and marketing initiatives, all of which help advance the  
safety and participation of club activities. 

 

MBCA is a content leader in the Mercedes-Benz brand. Consider MBCA’s 
abundance of accessible information and knowledge, which is found in the award  
winning The Star® Magazine, experienced at events and discovered online. MBCA 
continues to work tirelessly to bring you the latest information on late-model and   
vintage Mercedes-Benz vehicles. MBCA is also continuing to expand the network of 
product experts dedicated to bringing you the latest in technical innovations, updates 
and insights. 

 

MBCA provides numerous savings opportunities for its members. MBCA 
continues to offer discounts on the purchase of a new Mercedes-Benz parts, service 
and accessories from the Mercedes-Benz Classic Center and at participating Mercedes
-Benz dealers. MBCA also offers discounts on the purchase of Airstream Interstate and 
Autobahn vehicles, collector car insurance, discount on parts from the Mercedes-Benz 
Classic Center, Sears®, and car rentals. MBCA continues to partner with quality    
vendors, which offer members a significant way to save money on the products they       
already purchase. 

 

We value your membership and are constantly striving to enhance your MBCA          
experience. We are committed to providing unprecedented value and we look forward 
to serving you for many years to come. 

 

If you have any question specific to the membership dues increase please contact your 
Regional Director, John Briggs at johnrb@comcast.net. 



 

 

Advertising 

We have reinstated advertising in our 

newsletter.  Newsletters go to all    

current members, so if you want to 

promote your business or maybe sell 

your Mercedes, this is the place to   

advertise.  We’ll keep it to the        

calendar year, so rates will be         

adjusted for the remaining months.   

 

Send ads and payment to: 

Julie Bruggner 

5526 Thornbriar Lane 

Fort Wayne, IN 46835 

Business card ads are $60/year or $5/month 

1/4 page ads are $120/year or $10/month 

1/2 page ads are  $240/year or $20/month 

Full page ads are $480/year or $40/month 

MERCEDES BENZ CLUB OF AMERICA ~ THREE RIVERS SECTION IS 

NOW ON FACEBOOK. “LIKE” US AND GET UPDATES ON UPCOMING 

EVENTS, POST PHOTOS AND GET TO KNOW ONE ANOTHER……..  

 

Note:  You can log 

in and look even if 

you haven’t joined 

Facebook.  Click on 

the link above the 

picture to go check 

it out. 

www.facebook.com/MBCATR 

http://www.imsbrandedsolutions.com/media/likeusfacebook.jpg
http://www.facebook.com/MBCATR


 

 

THREE RIVERS SECTION 

Board of Directors and Officers 

Julie Bruggner 

President, Membership Director, Newsletter Editor 

julesslb@msn.com 

260-348-1369 Jason Bogart 

Vice-president, Social Media 

Director, Webmaster 

jbab@embarqmail.com 

574-457-6541 

Suzanne Noblett 

Event Coordinator 

suzanne@noblettgolf.com 

260-348-5787 

Janice Derek 

Secretary, Photographer 

jandbderek@comcast.net 

260-466-8257 

Bob Derek, Sr. 

Past President 

dspksrm@aol.com 

260-486-3216 Dr. Ralph Merkel 

Director-at-large 

merkel2@frontier.com 

260-485-1121 

Amy Bogart 

Treasurer 

abogart74@gmail.com 

574-457-6518 


