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80,000 people came to Auburn, Indiana this year to 

the ACD Festival.  That included 27 with the     

Mercedes-Benz Club.  We had our usual spot at the 

back of the grounds with plenty of room to line up 

the cars for people to see.  Plenty of room, too, for 

the tent and tables of food for our picnic.  The club 

provided pulled pork sandwiches, but there were 

plenty of tasty sides and desserts brought by the 

members to go along with them.  Although it was 

nice to have some shade under the tent, it didn‘t 

last when the wind picked up and we had to take it 

down, or watch it blow down. We spent the rest of 

the day visiting or going off to look at some of the 

fantastic cars in the car corral and on the auction 

block.  Old, new, foreign or domestic, if you had a 

favorite, it was probably there.  Check out some of 

them, and more pictures of the group, on the next 

2 pages. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Nappanee Apple Festival a Tasty Treat 

Good weather, good roads, good friends and good food all came together on September  

20th when we headed to the Nappanee Apple Festival.  As a typical Indiana Fall       

Festival, just with a few more apples than most, there were the usual vendors, junk 

food trailers, and silly entertainment.  Add in the quaint shops, the 7‘ apple pie, or what 

was left of it, and the tent full of just about anything you could imagine baked with   

apples, and it made for a great day. 



 

 



 

 

Who‘s Who in the Club The Story of Sadie 

(as in MerCEDes)  by Leon Giannakeff 

After owning many Volvos and one BMW over the 

years, I decided several years ago that I would like 
to have a Mercedes while I‘m still on this earth.  I  

almost bought a 220 diesel back in the 70‘s but 

went for a Volvo 1800ES instead.  I had always  
admired the SL roadsters and considered for a 

while obtaining one of the R107‘s built in the  

eighties.  After a few years of casual research four 
or five years ago, I finally fell in love with the body 

style of the R129‘s built between 1992 and 2001.  

Many hours of research on the various aficionado 
websites convinced me to stick with the last few 

years‘ production, with the newer, albeit dumbed-

down engine (fewer valves but better gas mileage). 
 

Finally, after dreaming and nagging for several years, my financial manager 

(my wife, Dianne) finally gave in to my ranting last December and granted me 
permission to go out and track down my dream toy.  I spent hours on the internet 

on eBay, Cars.com, and any other used car website I could find.  My minimum  

requirements were the SL2 kit, which included the Xenon headlights, CD player, 
and heated seats.  When a car is new, the optional equipment can add quite a bit 

to the cost, but a 10-year old loaded car is not worth much more than the same 

car stripped down, so I decided to look for one that had all the bells and whistles, 
like the AMG sport kit, fancy rims and tires, wooden inlaid steering wheel and the 

little wooden ―thingy‖ (what DO you call that?!) wrapped around the gearshift  

lever. 
  

I examined over fifty listings of SL‘s and probably made that many phone 

calls or sent that many e-mails about cars located all the way from Long Island to 
Oklahoma.  I was able to obtain Carfax reports on most of the cars I looked at, 

and after many hours of soul-searching, pinned down my search to three cars: 

one on Long Island, one in Michigan, and one in Sylva, North Carolina.  The Long 
Island one may have been in a flood (Hurricane Sandy?), the one in Michigan had 

a weird-looking after-market radio (not original), so I  finally called North Carolina 

and spoke to a gentleman named Alan who owned a small used-car lot where the 
SL was sitting.  I told him, ―Well, you‘ve won the lottery,‖ and spent the next   

half-hour on the phone haggling over the price. 



 

 

Next problem: how to get my dream car back home.  I thought I would   
simply fly down and drive the car home.  But a one-way ticket to Ashville was 

about 600 bucks, plus I would have to rent a car to drive the 40 miles to Sylva, so, 

in a brilliant stroke of genius, I called Alan and said, ―Look, I‘ve got an old beat-up 
‗89 Olds Cutlass with 240,000 miles and bald tires.  If you could direct me to a    

local junk yard in Sylva, I‘ll drive it down and pick up the Mercedes.‖  He said, 

―Well, one of the boys here in the lot is looking for some cheap transportation, so 

I‘ll knock $250 off the price of the SL.‖  Great! 

So, off I went on Dec. 26, the day after Christmas, 

took the back roads and drove through the Smoky 
Mountains, called my wife at the top of the tallest   

mountain, and had a great little trip.  I arrived in Sylva 

the next day, bald tires and all. 

The trip back home was uneventful, but boy, what 

a dream to drive!  Zipping along on Interstate 75, my 

gas mileage averaged about 26 mpg, so I was very 
happy.  Of course, my wife (it‘s really her car, I get to 

drive the old Land Rover) took Sadie (we had to name 

her – my wife likes that!) out to show it to her girl 

friend the next day. 

Alan at the used car 

lot took all the title paperwork and put it in an 
envelope for me before I left for the trip home, 

but would you believe it?  We misplaced the 

envelope a few days later (we think it went out 
with the newspapers).  We then went through 

a two-month long ordeal with Alan, who was 

most cooperative, getting a replacement title 
from the North Carolina Department of Motor 

Vehicles.  So for the last few weeks after the 
temporary permit expired, Sadie had to sit in 

the garage.  It was just as well because we 

had trouble, with all the snow, getting her up our driveway.  And then we          

discovered that the rear tires were pretty bald, so that was corrected right away.  

(Incidentally, the front tires had to be replaced just last week, so now we have new 

shoes all around.) 

Of course, to add to the excitement during this time, our second vehicle, a 

Land Rover (named Red, incidentally) took the opportunity to blow a head gasket, 

so while I was fixing that, we had to resort to renting cars to get around!  What a 

joy it was to have Sadie on the road again. 

 



 

 

Since bringing her home, I had to install a new hood under pad on Sadie 
and also replace the power antenna assembly.  I made some minor trunk lid  

adjustments, and we ordered a new knob for the radio and a new cover for the 

windshield washer tank.  You would not believe what we had to pay the local 

―stealer‖ for an extra remote key fob. 

The car had been regularly serviced by the Mercedes dealer in Ashville, and 

their service manager was kind enough to send me a copy of all the service  

records over the years. 

So, after many years of ownership of a 735i, I finally resigned from the 

BMW car club, and of course, had to join the Mercedes club.  This summer we 
have had a great time attending some of the local functions of the Three Rivers 

Chapter and have met some very nice people. 

We took Sadie on a cross-country trip this past August, out to Seattle to 
visit relatives.  We put the top down for the last mile before arriving, and they 

were all very impressed, thinking we had driven all that way with the top down!  

We decided to take the original route of the old Lincoln Highway almost to Salt 
Lake City, and then headed north into Idaho and followed the road along the 

Columbia River to Portland, and then up to a small harbor town near Tacoma.   

A really great trip—made even greater with our dear Sadie! 



 

 

      extra DETAILS  
By Jason Bogart 

This section is dedicated to the upkeep and detailing of our 

wonderful German vehicles.  

Keeping a clean car also means detailing your engine 

compartment. Your engine picks up a lot of dust, dirt 
and debris from all the traveling we do.  I read 

somewhere once that keeping your engine clean also 
allows it to run cooler. Keeping your engine clean is 

also a good way to identify any issues with leaks 
that could potentially be a danger. Fluids leaking  

onto hot exhaust manifolds could create a fire if    
allowed to go unchecked.  

I like to use a degreaser to spray on the engine; 
you want to focus the degreaser on the extremely 

greasy or dirty areas. You may want to do this at a 
local car wash. 

You should start with a warm engine, NOT HOT.  
You don‘t want to spray degreaser on a hot engine 

or exhaust. If the engine is hot you can allow the 

car to cool down a couple of minutes and then apply the degreaser. Spray on the engine 
and apply more to the greasy build up areas and allow it to soak. Spray the inner fender 

wells and make sure you get all the areas. I like to inspect the engine and have a ―game 
plan‖ prior to applying. I know where all my areas are that are the worst.  After you 

have allowed the engine to soak and work on      
loosening the dirt and grime, it is time to rinse the 

engine. You want to make sure you rinse the problem 
areas but you also want to make sure you‘re not 

blasting electronic components and water logging 
them. All electronics have some type of seal from 

moisture but blasting them at high pressure will allow 
water to get forced inside. I start by going over the 

whole engine on the top as a rinse to get the         
degreaser off, then I will rinse out the inner fenders and then if you have problem areas 

rinse those well. Be aware of where your 

electronics are and don‘t blast them but it 
won‘t hurt them with a quick pass to rinse 

them off. Remember, don‘t use the power 
spray too closely to where you could    

damage rubber parts.  



 

 

Once you have rinsed the engine and don‘t 

see any more of the degreaser, start the 

engine. I let it run while I rinse the front 

end of the car. It is a good idea to rinse the 

car to get any degreaser that may have  

gotten on the outside of the vehicle. You 

may want to clean the engine prior to   

washing the whole vehicle.  

Now that you have completed all the rinsing 

it is time to hit the open road. Take the vehicle out and drive it on the highway and this 

will allow water to blow off and the engine to bake off any standing water.  Your engine 

will have a smell to it for maybe a week.  It‘s not going to smell burnt but more like a 

diesel type smell.  It will bake off the engine. Make sure that you re-lubricate your 

hood latches on both sides of the core support.  They need lubrication on them to work 

smoothly and if you washed it all away they may stick. Just a rag underneath and a 

quick shot of WD40 will be good.  

Now your car is all cleaned up, inside and out. You have the satisfaction of driving your 

clean Mercedes Benz and the engine under the hood is as clean as the outside of the 

car.  

The Three Rivers Section is collecting for Toys for Tots this year.  Please 

open your hearts to help make a child‘s Christmas a little happier.  Any 

new, unwrapped toys will be accepted, but if giving a cash donation is  

easier for you, that will be fine too.  Ask your friends and coworkers to 

contribute and we can make a real difference this holiday season.  Bring 

your donations to the next event, or call Julie (260-348-1369) or Jason 

(574-457-6541) to arrange a pickup.  Mail checks, made out to MBCA, 

Three Rivers Section, to Jason Bogart, PO Box 533 Pier 28, North Webster, 

IN 46555.  Deadline is November 30th. 



 

 

Advertising 

We have reinstated advertising in our 

newsletter.  Newsletters go to all    

current members, so if you want to 

promote your business or maybe sell 

your Mercedes, this is the place to   

advertise.  We‘ll keep it to the        

calendar year, so rates will be         

adjusted for the remaining months.   

 

Send ads and payment to: 

Julie Bruggner 

5526 Thornbriar Lane 

Fort Wayne, IN 46835 

Business card ads are $60/year or $5/month 

1/4 page ads are $120/year or $10/month 

1/2 page ads are  $240/year or $20/month 

Full page ads are $480/year or $40/month 

MERCEDES BENZ CLUB OF AMERICA ~ THREE RIVERS SECTION IS 

NOW ON FACEBOOK. “LIKE” US AND GET UPDATES ON UPCOMING 

EVENTS, POST PHOTOS AND GET TO KNOW ONE ANOTHER……..  

 

Note:  You can log 

in and look even if 

you haven‘t joined 

Facebook.  Click on 

the link above the 

picture to go check 

it out. 

www.facebook.com/MBCATR 

http://www.imsbrandedsolutions.com/media/likeusfacebook.jpg
http://www.facebook.com/MBCATR


 

 

THREE RIVERS SECTION SCHEDULE OF EVENTS — 2014 

October 12: We‘re planning a Fall drive to Sauder Village.  Meet at the Meijer on Maysville Rd 
at 11:30.  See your e-mail for more details. 

 
November: Still open.  Got a suggestion?  Let us know. 

 
December 12: Christmas Party, Our annual Christmas Party will be at Autumn Ridge   
Country Club this year.  Don your Holiday finery and join us for a festive celebration.  Details 

to follow. 
 

June 6, 2015:  5th Annual European Car Show,  
 
 

2015:  Ideas welcome 

 

National Event Coming to This Area! 

Next year, June 12-14, StarTech will be taking place in Cincinnati, OH.  If you‘ve  

never been to one, a national event takes all the things we love about club events and 
raises them to a whole new level.  There‘s always some sort of driving, or track, event,    

technical sessions (hence, the name StarTech), social events, people from all over the 

country, and lots and lots of cars.  In 2013, in Alabama, there were 230 registered  
participants.  I strongly suggest you get these dates on your calendar now and plan to 

attend.  I‘ll be there. 

 

Please consult your current issue of The Star magazine for listings of    
upcoming National, Regional and Sectional events throughout the country.  
Or log on to the National website at mbca.org and check out what’s   
coming under the “Our Community” tab. 

 

More events will be added as they are scheduled and details for each event will be   

forwarded as needed.  Ideas for events are always welcomed and encouraged. Contact 
any board member with suggestions. 
 
 

http://www.mbca.org/


 

 

THREE RIVERS SECTION 

Board of Directors and Officers 

Julie Bruggner 

President, Membership Director, Newsletter Editor 

julesslb@msn.com 

260-348-1369 

Jason Bogart 

Vice-president, Social 

Media Director 

jbab@embarqmail.com 

574-457-6541 

Suzanne Noblett 

Treasurer, Event Coordinator 

suzanne@noblettgolf.com 

260-348-5787 
Janice Derek 

Secretary, Webmaster, 

Photographer 

jandbderek@comcast.net 

260-466-8257 

Bob Derek, Sr. 

Past President 

dspksrm@aol.com 

260-486-3216 

Dr. Ralph Merkel 

Director-at-large 

merkel2@frontier.com 

260-485-1121 


