
 

 

One More Drive Before Winter  
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On Sunday, October 12, six cars headed out for the drive to Sauder       
Village, in Archbold, Ohio.  It was a beautiful day for a drive with a bright 
blue sky and the Fall colors making for great scenery along the way.      
Pictured above, left to right, are Jason Bogart, Dave Shouweiler with his 
wife Maria and son Ehren, Julie Bruggner, Marilyn and Darrell Post, Leon 
Giannakeff, Suzanne Nobblett and Amy Bogart, before heading to the    
buffet at the Barn Restaurant.  We took our time, chatting about cars, of 
course, and trips and adventures weôve had in them, and then wandered 
around the Village before heading back home.   

Holiday Party  

December 12, 2014  
Our holiday party will be at Autumn Ridge this year,  

starting at 6:30 with a cash bar & appetizers.  Dinner 

will be served at 7:00.  Watch your e -mail for more 

information and your invitation.  



 

 

Left to right, top to bottom:  

On the way there  

Darrell & Marilyn Post  

Amy Bogart  

Jason Bogart  

A sign in the furniture store 

(appropriate for our Mercedes, I 

think)  

Jason Bogart & Suzanne Noblett  



 

 

Heimatfest this year, October 4 -5,  was centered 

around a two day track event at Barber Motorsports 
Track.  With 17 turns in 2.38 miles of track, it was the 

most fun Iôve ever had in my car.  As a novice driver, I 
had an instructor with me at all times.  Iôll admit my 

first few laps were rather intimidating, but there was 
no pressure to go any faster than I was comfortable 

with, and after a few laps I was having the time of my 
life.  If you like to take those windy roads and have 

some fun driving your car, but always thought you 
could never do something like this, youôre wrong.  Next 

time you see a track event listed, you should give it a 
try.  I highly recommend it.  

Heimatfest    

Below:  Julie Bruggner chats with her      

instructor, National President Terry Kiwala, 

and Event Coordinator Dr. Jim Roberts in 

between sessions on the track  

By Julie Bruggner  



 

 

Our first "Breakfast & Benz"   (Our spin on cars and coffee), was at the Chrome Plated 

Diner on North Anthony.    This was not an official meeting, just Great food, Great 
friends and Great cars.    We enjoyed hearty breakfasts, as well as the company of our 

fellow Mercedes  enthusiasts in a comfortable diner setting  with  car memorabilia all 
around!    

 
My favorite saying on the wall:  "Remember when your cup holder sat next to you in a 

poodle skirt?"    See additional photos on our website:   Facebook.com/MBCATR   You 
don't have to have a Facebook page to view ours.  

 
Where would YOU like to go for breakfast?    Suggestions for breakfast, as well as any 

event, are always appreciated.  Watch your e -mail, as well as the newsletter for the 
next "Breakfast & Benz", as well as other upcoming events.  

By Janice Derek  



 

 

Whoôs Who in the Club 

THE MERKEL'S "MERCEDES" ADVENTURE  

By Ralph Merkel  

It started in 1981 with 

the purchase of a new 

S350  turbo  diesel, 

Thistle Green, from Bob 

Derek Jr.; a story in  

itself.  Ask me and I 

will tell you.  

 

I joined the "Three  

Rivers Mercedes Benz 

Club" after that.  

 

That car was great!  

 

With many, many trips and 14 years later, in 1995, I decided to sell the car and thought 

of putting an ad in the Fort Wayne newspaper. It did not go as far as that, the lady from 

the ad department bought it and as I said, it never got into the newspaper.   

 

In 1995 I purchased another S -350 turbo  diesel which I still have today, with 210,000 

miles... with help of Werner Niederholtmeyer and his crew, Lee. For instance, we     

traveled to Fort Myers, Florida many times, Branson, Missouri, Maine, also Arizona for 

our son's wedding, and Southern California. All trips were very memorable. We cannot 

forget the Club trip to Tuscaloosa Alabama to Commodore Jack Warner's Billion Dollar    

estate and the Mercedes Benz factory which was an absolute terrific and fun trip! We 

even stopped to "steal" some cotton wool at 

some field in Tennessee and got caught...  

 

Maxi and I got married 10 years ago and 

this beautiful car served as our limousine on 

that day. We have many joyful memories  

together ever since. We enjoy our MB      

immensely.  


