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Dear Friends,
Realizing that the old adage “time 
flies” is as wore out as an old, 
comfortable shoe, it really is true! 
Here we are rapidly approaching the 
thick of another Texas summer. As I 
wiped down my car in the garage 
this afternoon and feeling ready for a 
shower from the humidity (!), it hit 

me again that half of 2013 is virtually over. Our 
North Texas Section experienced some great events 
including the drive to Jefferson and the Member 
Appreciation Picnic with record attendance of nearly 
one-hundred members. Of course, our staple 
technical sessions and monthly membership 
meetings also continue to please. Join in, if you 
haven’t already! Thanks to the great efforts of many, 
too numerous to name – our events continue  to 
excite and appeal to a great cross-section of our 
membership base. My sinus surgery on May 24th 
caused me to miss the picnic and the next day, as I 
was released from the hospital-just as the picnic was 
underway, I was thinking how much fun was 
underway. After learning the attendance hit record 
numbers, I was even more disappointed to have 
missed out on the fun and seeing y’all!
As I continued my car cleaning (those that know me 
realize I take car-cleaning to heart), I was pondering 
what the Mercedes-Benz marque means to me and 
wondered what does it mean to you? Are you 
passionate about the marque for its engineering, its 
quality, its reliability, its craftsmanship, its style or 
its beauty that has stood the test of time? Very 
possibly all of these and more.  After all, there is no 
Mercedes-Benz that is not a work of art. Given my 
car is not my daily-driver, I especially cherish the 
times I take it out; on each occasion I continue to be 
amazed beyond belief of the quality and the “traits” 
described above. 
There are many reasons we love Mercedes-Benz – 
what do you love about your car – what does the 
Mercedes-Benz marque mean to you? Send me a 
quick email with your reasons and I’ll report back 
my findings in a future column. In the meantime, 
best wishes to you for a summer of happy and safe 
motoring in your Mercedes-Benz, the finest 
engineered car in the world.

! ! ! Thomas Charles Mako
! ! ! President, North Texas Section
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North Texas Section 2013 Activities
This year we are enjoying a wide range of club events for everyone in our 
section, Technical, Social and Car & Driving.  Join Us.

Upcoming Technical Events

We had our first DIY Tech 
Session at Park Place-Dallas and 
our second DIY Tech Session was 
at Marshall Motors on March 16.  
Next up was Park Place-
Grapevine on May 19, 2013. Our 
next session will be at Louden 
Motorcars in Dallas on July 13, 
2013, from 8:00-12:00 noon. Our 
fall session will be at Mercedes-
Benz of Plano in September and 
then a special “Ladies Only” tech 
session in November.
Stay tuned for details.
You can pre-register and pre-pay 
on our website using PayPal for 
$10.00 , or by contacting Hyatt 
Cheek, Jr. at (214) 327-6890 or by 
e-mail at  techdir@mbca-ntx.org 
and have Hyatt put you on the 
list.

Upcoming Car&Driving  Events

Our latest out-of-town jaunt this 
year, was to Jefferson, Texas for 
their annual Spring Pilgrimage and 
Civil War reinactment.
In the fall we’re planning a 
fantastic weekend drive to Eureka 
Springs, Arkansas in October to 
breathe some fresh autumnal air 
and enjoy the fall foliage. 
Polish up your ride, check out your 
walkie-talkies and stay tuned.   
Event details are already in place 
for the tour, itinerary, activity and 
lodgings.  Reservation information 
is now available on our website 
under Car & Driving Events.
Check it out!

Upcoming Social Events

Our 2013 Member Appreciation 
Day was held on May 25, 2013 at 
Flag Pole Hill in Dallas. It was a 
beautiful outing this year, a 
wonderful opportunity to meet our 
new members and renew our 
acquaintances from last year.  Free 
gourmet food, sodas, games, show 
off your Benz and prizes galore.
Our Oktoberfest and annual 
election dinner will be held, as 
tradition dictates, during the latter 
part of September.  Check our 
website under Social Events for 
more information on this exciting 
opportunity to mix and mingle 
with our members and new 
leadership.

Visit our website, 
www.mbca-ntx.org 

for all of the 
up-to-date event 

information.

Check us out on Facebook
www.facebook.com/

MBCANTX
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Jefferson, Texas Annual Spring Pilgrimage and Civil 
War Re-Enactment Drive

Though still a little cool from the previous day’s 
cold front passing through the North Texas area, 
Friday, May 3, was a beautiful, clear-skies day for 
a caravan drive to Jefferson, Texas for ten 
Mercedes-Benz cars and their owners!  After the 
insurance waiver was signed by each participant 
and the itinerary, the rules of the road, and one 
card for the Poker Run was drawn by each, we 
left Rockwall, TX from the 205 TA Travel Center 
with nine cars and were joined by the tenth car in 
Mineola, TX.  Ron Seifert began taking pictures 
almost immediately and did so throughout our 
trip which was greatly appreciated!  The drive 
was lovely; how green the trees and grass had 
become.  Spring had definitely sprung in East 
Texas!!  

Because Mineola 
was having its 
Mayfest and no 
parking was 
available, we did 
not stop in Mineola 
as planned.  So, 
Plan B was a quick 
pit stop in Big 
Sandy and then on 
across three 
different bridges 

over the Lake of the Pines to Jefferson by way of 
Hwy 49 and the back roads of the East Texas 
piney woods.  Upon arrival in Jefferson, we were 
joined by another Mercedes enthusiast from 
Arkansas.  Later in the evening two more 
members arrived from the Dallas area making a 
total of 23 members (12 cars) in attendance!
Upon arrival in Jefferson, another card for the 
Poker run was drawn.  
The members then 
checked into their 
rooms at either the 
Excelsior Hotel or the 
Jefferson Hotel and 
then regrouped at the 
Excelsior to go for 
dinner at Auntie 

Spring Drive Wrap-Up
Skinner’s Riverboat Club.  The food was great, and the 
fellowship was even better.  Another card for the Poker 
run was drawn by each person, and some members 
even danced a few jigs after dinner.  Because the night 
air was a bit cool, no one seemed interested in the 
ghost walk that was available.

Saturday dawned a 
lovely day, and most 
everyone made it to 
breakfast at the 
Excelsior Hotel.  
More cards were 
drawn for the Poker 
Run game.  The 
wonderful old South 
breakfast was 
delicious and was 

served in the elegant historic dining room.  An extra 
attraction was a 
young man 
dressed in his 
Confederate blue 
naval uniform that 
was quite 
knowledgeable 
about the 
Confederate navy.  
He shared with us 
for several minutes 
little-known details 
about the ships and operations during the Civil War.  
He then opened the floor for a Q&A time.  After 
breakfast, everyone gathered out in front of the two 
hotels to watch the Pilgrimage Parade and the 

downtown Jefferson 
skirmishes.  Some 
shopping also took 
place in the tents and 
booths set up in the 
little park next to the 
Excelsior Hotel.  
Since “free time” was 
planned until time for 
dinner, the members 
then went their 

separate ways to 
explore and enjoy the downtown antique shops, the 
museums, the boat rides, the mule-drawn wagon rides, 
and the home tour, among other places and things.
At 6:30pm, the members arrived at LaMache’s Italian 
Restaurant adjacent to the Jefferson Hotel for dinner 
and an awards presentation.  One more card was 
selected by each member to finalize their Poker hands.  
The meal was chosen from a pre-selected menu and 
enjoyed by all.  While waiting for the meal to be 
served, prizes were awarded to those eight members 
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News from MBCA National
MBCA participates in and sponsors several nationally oriented events 
throughout the year.  See what’s coming up this Summer!

Legends of the Autobahn - August 16, 2013, Carmel Valley, CaliforniaLegends of the Autobahn - August 16, 2013, Carmel Valley, California
August 16: the fifth annual Legends Of The Autobahn concours d’elegance and show—a 
celebration of German automotive engineering. And this year Monterey’s all-German-marque 
show moves to the Pasadera Country Club, nestled close to Laguna Seca itself.

An intimate event by Monterey standards, Legends has been called “the best-kept secret on 
the peninsula” by several automotive writers. Featuring four prominent German enthusiast 
marques, the concours is hosted by the BMW Car Club of America, the Mercedes-Benz Club of 
America, the Porsche Club of America, and the Audi Club of North America, and membership in 
one of these clubs is required to enter a car in the concours or display field. However, non-
member guests are also welcome to stroll the grounds and admire these magnificent machines!

Memo from Our Regional DirectorMemo from Our Regional Director
I had the opportunity to attend StarTech 2013 this year, and a really outstanding event it was. StarTech is a national MBCA event that 
takes place every other year alternating with StarFest. StarTech tends toward the technical side of MBCA events.
This year StarTech took place May 18th through May 21st, 2013 and was based in Birmingham and Vance, Alabama. Vance is where 
the Mercedes-Benz factory (MBUSI) is that builds 100% of the world’s supply of ML and GL SUVs and the R Class. These vehicles 
are currently shipped to 125 different countries. MBUSI will also be building a new and “secret” SUV for release as a 2015 model. 
Not a secret, they will also begin building the new 2014 C Class very soon. Our factory tour was extensive and very informative.  I 
think I saw more “robots” at work than people though MBUSI is one of the largest employers in the area. They are projecting adding 
about 1200 more employees when production of the C Class and new SUV begins.
All of the technical seminars were also held at the factory in various class/meeting rooms. There were approximately 18 different 
seminars all of which were presented twice. Subjects covered just about everything our members could ask for and they were well 
attended. One that was of special interest to me covered Lighting Systems at Mercedes-Benz. This seminar was presented by the 
factory itself.
Another highlight of the factory tour was a ride with a professional test driver on the factory off-road course. I “enjoyed” the front seat 
of a new GL with the “off-road” package. If someone had tried to explain to me just what the ride would include I would not have 
believed them.  It’s still hard to believe what a Mercedes-Benz SUV can do. An example; we went down a hill that was about 300 feet 
long with a grade of 70 degrees. Think about that, 20 more degrees and it would be totally vertical. In case you are wondering, yes, 
you do sorta “hang from your seat belt”. By the way, the “off-road” option controlled the entire decent.
Also part of StarTech was a trip to Barber Vintage Motorsports Museum and Race Track. Yes, we did get to drive a few laps on the 
track. We went out in groups of 30 cars in a controlled environment, but nevertheless, it was real thrill. 
StarTech 2013 was hosted by the MBCA Alabama Section and its many dedicated members. It was Co-Chaired by Jim Roberts, DMD 
and Robert Hines. Attendance approached 300 MBCA members from all over the country. It was a great event, one that you should try 
sometime.
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 Gene Jurick
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Eureka Springs Fall Leaf Trip
October 25 – 27, 2013 - Mark Your Calendars!
Just over 130 miles from Dallas is a beautiful mountain 
drive that runs along the Oklahoma/Arkansas border.  
The scenic overlooks along the Talimena Parkway are 
wonderful photo opportunities.  
We have planned a great three day weekend trip to take 
advantage of the wonderful mountain 
drives thru twisting and turning roads, 
some with a tunnel of trees along 
highway 23 that really lets us drive our 
German engineered cars the way they 
were meant to be driven.  We are even 
going to have a picnic lunch at the 
beginning of the Talimena Parkway.  The 
leaves along the way at this time of year 
should be at peak.  Our destination of 
Eureka Springs is a great place to see the 
past reborn.  Lots of restaurants, shops 
and historic sites dating back to the days 
of the curative springs in the area.  
We will have a wonderful day of driving on Friday and on 
Saturday a great morning at Dogwood Canyon Nature 
Park with trails for hiking, biking and tours on trams. 
Dogwood Canyon has wonderful bridges, waterfalls and 
ponds that are full of trout for fly fishing classes.  Your 
cameras will be busy here.  The tram tours take you thru an 
area with exotic livestock.  After a great morning at 
Dogwood Canyon we will be heading to Big Cedar Lodge 
for lunch and a chance to shop and sightsee at this great 
resort and lodge on Table Rock Lake.  If you prefer you can 
stay in Eureka Springs there are many activities that you 
can chose from in this great tourist destination.  
You will receive Goody Bags at check-in that will have a 
lot of information on activities in Eureka Springs.  
Saturday evening after a social at the motel we will be 
going to the Bavarian Inn Restaurant for a wonderful 
German meal, awards from our rally questions on the trip 
and then off to the Pine Mountain Theater for a fun 
evening of Ozark music and comedy.
We have rally questions that are optional and they will be 
given to you at registration and awards will be given out 
at our Saturday night dinner to the winners.
Sunday Morning will be the return home to Dallas.  You 
can return on your own or drive together thru the 
countryside on the return trip.  It will be a great weekend 
of fun, making new friends and seeing some beautiful 
scenery.  You will even see the bank involved in the White 
Water Scandal in Kingston, Arkansas.
I hope you will be a part of all of the fun, the drive is 
great but taking the time to know your club friends is the 
real reward.
Check our website for detailed itinerary and reservation 

information under Car & Driving events.
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Mercedes-Benz Club of America Membership Application
Call National Office at 800-637-2360 to join by phone or

go to www.mbca.org/ to join online

Full Name ____________________________________________________________________
Associate Member’s Name ______________________________________________________
Street Address ________________________________________________________________
City _____________________________________ State _______ Zip ___________________
Home Phone (       ) ____________________ Business (       ) ____________________
Email address ________________________________________________________________
Member’s Occupation __________________________________________________________
Mercedes Cars Now Owned _____________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

      (list year(s) and model(s))

I hereby apply for membership in the Mercedes-Benz Club of America.

_______________________________________ Date _______________!
! !      (Signature)

New US Membership Rates 
    !$49.00 for one year
   !  $95.00 for two years
 !  $139.00 for three years

New Canada & Int’l Rates 
    !$59.00 for one year
   ! $116.00 for two years
 !  $169.00 for three years
Annual dues include six issues of “The 
Star” each year, plus your local 
section’s newsletter. 
Make your check payable to MBCA, 
and mail it along with the application to:
Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc. 
National Business Office
1907 Lelaray Street
Colorado Springs, CO  80909

Cool Tools
The 99-Cent Tool that Saved My Car
We’ve all had the arduous and time consuming task 
of jacking up our cars. Safety concerns require at 2 
ton hydraulic jack plus appropriate jacks (pictured). 
But where the jacking points on the car are listed, 
there are rubber bushings. Putting a hydraulic jack or 
a jack stand at those points will ultimately deface/
destroy the rubber bushing.  

The solution? A regulation NHL 
hockey puck sandwiched between 
the jack and the Mercedes jack point 
(see pictures). Strong, light and 
completely impervious to rough 
handling, these pucks provide 
serious support and protection for 
the DIYer.

These hockey pucks are available on eBay for those 
interested in preserving the underside of their 
vehicle. Prices range rage from $1.00 to $3.00 
depending on quantity. 
! ! ! ! Ken Muller

Spring Drive, Continued
having the highest Poker hands.  Future events of 
the club were also mentioned, and the members 
present were encouraged to attend these.  
Immediately following the dinner, with the 
exception of a few members, everyone left to 
attend the “Diamond Bessie Murder Trial” play at 
the Jefferson Playhouse.  The play was really well 
done with lots of humor and was enjoyed by all.
Sunday morning dawned another beautiful day 
with the members going to breakfast at different 
locations.  Some then attended the Civil War 
Presentation of Colors re-enactment at the historic 
Christ Episcopal Church at 10:00am.  Following 
this, it was time to check out of the hotels.  Some 
members remained in town to further check out 
shops or places that they had not been on Saturday 
while others went to the outskirts of town to see 
the Civil War Re-enactment Battle.  After having a 
busy, fun-filled two days and nights, most 
everyone was on their way home by early 
afternoon.
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no minimum no gimmicks/

Calling All Members...

We’re looking for  a Car and 
Driving events coordinator to 
organize Car and Driving events 
for the North Texas Section.  If 
you are interested please contact 
Thomas Charles Mako at 
president@mbca-ntx.org.

New Ideas Wanted

We’re always looking for new 
ideas for events, get-togethers, 
drives, overnight tours, etc.  If 
there’s a particular type of event 
you would like us to host, let us 
know.  Contact Maurice Nahas at 
eventsdir@mbca-ntx.org.

Help!

1998 SL500 For Sale
Powerful, clean and classic.  Adult owned, non-
smoker, Premium Sound, Bose Multi-CD, two 
keys.  Very Good condition, all original, clean title, 
all TX history - no corrosion, exclusively MB parts, 
always garaged, good weather only.  Both tops and 
garage Hard Top Hoist, service records.  $12,500

Call Mel at 972.658.8351 or email 
mfkym2@gmail.com

Der Marktplatz
Factory OEM 8-Hole SL500 Rims
Original MB Factory Rims.  Very Good Condition, 
minor curb rash on 2.   Far North Dallas.   All 5 for 
$345.   Call  Mel  972.658.8351 or email 
mfkym2@gmail.com

The  Most  Trusted  Mercedes  Service  &  Repair  in  Dallas

Act now and receive the “Get Acquainted” special
at  www.marshallmotors.com

mailto:president@mbca-ntx.org
mailto:president@mbca-ntx.org
mailto:eventsdir@mbca-ntx.org
mailto:eventsdir@mbca-ntx.org
mailto:mfkym2@gmail.com
mailto:mfkym2@gmail.com
mailto:mfkym2@gmail.com
mailto:mfkym2@gmail.com
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Member Updates
We would like to welcome our new members who have joined since January 1st and thank  our renewing members for 
their continued support.  

Welcome.  Thank You.  Enjoy.  Appreciate.  Participate.

David Alkire
Henry Arraj
Dale Bailey
Govind Balabommala
Rita Barron
Glen Bieler
James T. Boddie, Jr
Dan Bright
Lance Broussard
Steve Burmeister
Michael Cole
Melvin Connor
Jack Daih

Karen Donnelly
George Ehrhardt
Akash Ganeriwalla
Jerry Garcia
John Greene
Michael Hagle
Saundra Hamel
James Harrison
Michael Hasbach
Allan Hill
Lareal Hudson
Anthonia Ibe
Nawal Ibrahim

Loren Jaffe
Jason Kaar
Luis Lara
Lanre & Busola Lawson
Qui Le
Vic Mauk
John McGowan
Ritu Mehta
Alejandro Mejia
Mary Mercer
Neelima Narreddy
Long Nguyen
Devang Patel

Sheila Robinson
Pamela Rusike
Robert Schjerven
Samar Shahsavari
Robert Soergel
Hemant Tanwar
Mo Teng
Maheshwar Thummala
James Trussell
Richard Van Tries
Karen Willenborg
Laurie Wilmoth
Edward Zotz

Thank You, 70 Loyal Renewing Members 

Welcome, 52 New Members

Rosa Adame-
Hernandez
Tudor Apostolescu
Willie Benson
Zoran Bjelic
Rolfe Black
David Blackadar
Ron Bostic
Fernando Cabezas
David Carson
Andrew Caubarreaux
Michael Coleman
Stephen Copeland
J. Cronin
Folarin Dawodu
Mark Dickman
Nancy Dunning
Carl Fiorletta

John Flowers
Bill Fogg
Raleigh Green
Richard Guyer
Rick Hall
Christopher Hand
Kevin Hodes
Joe Hubbard
Greg Hughes
Lori Hunt
William Inselmann
Palitha Jayasinghe
Brett Jurick
Pekka Kaarto
Sam Katbeh
Chuck Kleuser
Ann Kresge
Barry Lambert

Matt Mangan
William Marks
John McWhorter
James Mitchell
William Mitchell
Dave Morrison
John Moyer
David Newton
Chuck Nwoko
Gabriel Ojeda
Corban Pate
Vipul Patel
Nicolas Pena
Robert Perkins
Cremmen Peters
Glenda Pinkston
Rena Price
Ernest Randall

Philip Ricketts
Joshua Rock
Lee Rodgers
Kathryn Russell
Aruna Sheth
John Skaras
David Smither
Hal Sparrow
Skip Speer
Gary Thompson
George Trapp
Mariano Travesi
Elizabeth Valdez
Angel Vasquez III
Richard Wade
Shawna Williams
Mark Zimmerman



FINDING A GRILL STAR
FOR A 1959 300SL 

 DOESN’T TAKE A MAGIC WAND.

 JUST A PHONE CALL.

Whether it’s a 1973 fan clutch or a wheel cover from 1957, we love the thrill of hunting 
down hard-to-find parts. With the largest parts inventory in the Central U.S. and an 
extensive vintage car library, we can locate almost any part you’re looking for. In short, 
we’ll do whatever it takes to help you bring your classic back to its original condition. Put 
our expertise to the test today, and be sure to ask about exclusive club member discounts.

Contact us at 214.443.8290 or rtlparts@parkplace.com

PARK PLACE MOTORCARS DALLAS    6113 Lemmon Avenue    Dallas, TX 75209     ParkPlace.com
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Visit our website
www.mbca-ntx.org

2987 Oakwood Drive
Celina, TX  75009

Upcoming Section Events 
Date Event Date Event

7/6 July Membership Meeting - TBD 10/10 T Mystery Dinner Theater

7/13 T DIY Tech Session, Louden Motorcars 10/25-27 Eureka Springs Fall Leaf Weekend

8/7      Fall Newsletter Submission Deadline 11/7      Winter Newsletter Submission Deadline

8/26 Legends of the Autobahn, Carmel Valley, CA 11/16 T DIY Tech Session, TBD

9/21 T DIY Tech Session, MB Plano - Plano 12/7 T Annual Christmas Party

9/26 T Annual Octoberfest Meeting and Election - TBD 1/13/2014 T DIY Tech Session, Park Place - Dallas

T = Denotes a Tentative Date, TBD = To Be DeterminedT = Denotes a Tentative Date, TBD = To Be DeterminedT = Denotes a Tentative Date, TBD = To Be DeterminedT = Denotes a Tentative Date, TBD = To Be Determined

As events dates periodically change, please check our website,www.mbca-ntx.org for the most updated calendarAs events dates periodically change, please check our website,www.mbca-ntx.org for the most updated calendarAs events dates periodically change, please check our website,www.mbca-ntx.org for the most updated calendarAs events dates periodically change, please check our website,www.mbca-ntx.org for the most updated calendar
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http://www.mbca.org/join-today

Regional Director
MBCA South Central Region  
Gene Jurick, 972/461-1981
gjurick@tx.rr.com

http://www.mbca-ntx.org
http://www.mbca-ntx.org
http://www.mbca-ntx.org

