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A fun two-day drive to Wimberly, New 

Braunfels, Gruene, and San Marcos on  

Saturday, 4/21/18, and Sunday 4/22/18 in 

the Texas Hill Country was enjoyed by 17 

persons in 8 autos.  Everyone met at the 

IHOP  in Cleburne, TX at 8am on Saturday 

where maps and itineraries were given out.  

The drive began at 8:30am and proceeded 

from Cleburne to Marble Falls where lunch 

was enjoyed at the famous Bluebonnet   

Café. Then, although intermittent rain     

occurred, the back roads were driven to 

Wimberly where we had a short time to   

explore some of the shops there. Between 

Wimberly and New Braunfels, we drove 

along the Guadalupe River to see some 

beautiful Texas scenery!  The rapids of the 

Guadalupe were especially pretty.  

After driving over 500 miles, this drive could 

be described as the drive of three F’s - fun, 

food, and fellowship.  Everyone really     

enjoyed getting to know one another better 

and to share in all the fun!  Many           

commented on how they wanted to return in 

the future to see more of the Texas hill 

country! 

See our website for the full write up. 

https://ntx.mbca.org/node/7355724  

April 21-22, 2018 

New Braunfels, Gruene & San Marcos, TX 

North Texas - Hill Country Drive 

https://ntx.mbca.org/node/7355724
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President’s Message 

May/June 2018 

April in north Texas represents       

springtime, serious storm including 

hail time, tax time and (this year) 

NFL DRAFT time. May 2018 we 

celebrate StarFest with many of 

our members going for all or part of 

this fantastic event. I won’t be able 

to attend, but I feel as if I’ll be   

traveling with you having traveled      

Interstate 20 all the way from    

Dallas to Alabama during the 4 

years our oldest daughter attended 

Auburn University. Or as one of our church neighbors from 

Monroeville, Alabama calls Auburn:  the A&M of Alabama. I 

could spend a whole another newsletter recounting Louis’ 

stories about what it was like to grow up and be                

contemporaries with the likes of Harper Lee as she published 

her famous novel, To Kill a Mockingbird. 

Alabama is just full of very interesting places and even 

though the StarFest attendees will be super busy with 

planned events if you can take the extra time we always went 

right through Selma and over the Edmund Pettus bridge, yes 

that Edmund Pettus bridge! Montgomery is at the other end 

of the famous civil rights highway 80 march from Selma to 

Montgomery and we got to watch as the Alabama highway 

department and the National Park Service made   

gradual, but massive improvements to be ready for the 

50th anniversary of 1960 era events.  

Montgomery is the capitol and just full of interesting 

history past and present. In fact Montgomery is just 

opening another museum, the National Memorial for 

Peace and Justice. If you tire of past history you could 

watch 2700 employees make 1000 Hyundai Sonatas 

and Elantras per day.  Between the Hyundai and the 

Mercedes factories Alabama has reinvented itself as a 

player in the international motor vehicle industry. 

Continuing about an hour east from Montgomery and 
you arrive at Tuskegee, Alabama home of Tuskegee 
University as well as the famous World War II pilots. 
Yes Alabama is just chuck full of interesting things to 
do and places to see.  So although I won’t be there to 
experience StarFest with those of you lucky enough to 
be going, I kind of feel as if I’ve already been there. 
Have a great time and travel safely. 

 
Very sincerely, 
 
Craig Halverson 
President, North Texas Section 

The North Texas Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of 

America (MBCA) is dedicated to enhancing the       

ownership experience of the finest automobiles in the 

world. We engage in a variety of activities throughout 

the year that hopefully appeal to a broad section of our 

membership. 

Currently our membership totals almost 1000 members 

who are committed to furthering their experience and 

enjoyment of their cars.  Whether you’re a gear head, 

performance driver, rally enthusiast, cultural maven or 

social mingler, the MBCA North Texas Section had an 

upcoming event for you. Check out the Events section 

to see what’s coming up during the year, and for details 

on events that are just over the horizon. 

Welcome! 
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May/June 2018 

At 12 noon Saturday April 7th the North Texas Section, MBCA had 

their membership meeting/luncheon at the Spring Creek BBQ,      

Richardson, Texas.  With approximately 37 members and guests in 

attendance Maurice Nahas, events chairman went over the calendar of 

events for the remainder of 2018.  Gayle Brewer gave an update on 

her Hill Country driving event and announced that she had slots for an 

additional car or two.  Ron Seifert introduced his neighbors, Tom and 

Mary Lewis, as new members and encouraged existing members to 

volunteer and join the events committee. 

In addition to our regular members we were pleased to introduce Hyatt Cheek and recognize his 43 

years of service to our section and MBCA generally as a past national president.  Likewise, Brett  

Jurick, South Central regional director greeted attendees and shared stories about the recent North 

Texas hail storms.  It was a fun event with all enjoying a time for visiting and talking cars and sharing 

plans for the year. 

April Membership Meeting 

 

Event Reports 

Spring Creek Barbeque  -  April 7, 2017  -  Richardson, TX  
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Event Report 

The award-winning Bankhead Brewery, located in downtown 
Rowlett, has offered to host the North Texas Section for a tour 
and tasting. 

www.bankheadbrewing.com 

History of Bankhead - The Bankhead highway was one of the 
first transcontinental highways built in 1916 that ran from      

Washington D.C to San Diego. The route included 850 miles through Texas, including a span 
through downtown Rowlett. You can even see the three original three bridges from the old highway 
peeking out of Lake Ray Hubbard, just south of Highway 66. 

One of the first of its kind, the Bankhead highway was a pioneering venture and proof of American 
ingenuity and progress. Today, one hundred years later, Bankhead Brewing uses that same spirit to 
craft delicious, local-made, artisanal beer. 

Brains Behind the Brew - Bankhead is the shared vision of chef Kevin Lefere and brewmaster 

Ryan Pyle. Lefere, a veteran of several DFW kitchens, is best known for his Italian/Mediterranean 

concept Zanata, located across Lake Ray Hubbard in Rockwall. Pyle is a familiar face in North    

Texas homebrew circles. He’s been making beer for going on 20 years, honing his skills on          

traditional European styles while serving as the president of the Rockwall Brewers’ Association and 

as a certified beer judge at regional homebrew competitions. 

They currently have 13 beers on tap and a very broad menu for a super lunch. 

Our next stop for the North Texas DIY Tech Session is slated 
for our long-time partner Louden Motorcars in Dallas, TX. 

You will have to opportunity to work in Louden’s shop and use 
their lifts. Getting under your car without lying on the ground is a 
great thing. Work should be limited to anything you can get 
done in the time allotted. Do not try anything  beyond your skill 
level. You will be billed for lift time if you cannot get done and 
clean up by 11:30am. This leave lots of common maintenance 
activities so I am sure you will have plenty to do. 

Check upcoming email alerts and the website for more info and to sign up. 

 

Upcoming Event 

May/June 2018 

Bankhead Brewery Tour 

Saturday, June 9, 2018  -  Rowlett, TX  

DIY Tech Session 

Louden Motorcars  -  Dallas, TX  -  Saturday, July 14 

http://www.bankheadbrewing.com
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Page 8 Event Report 

Welcome 20 New Members Between 3/1 - 4/30! 

May/June 2018 

Many Thanks to Our 55 Renewing Members Between 3/1 - 4/30! 

Adetokunbo Adejuyigbe` 

Rotimi Amarvi 

Fouzia Aziz 

Michael Barba 

Curtis Berry 

Hal Bird 

Izudin Bratanovic 

Reginald Bright 

Robert Bucker 

Karl Buddenhagen 

Joel Carp 

Homer Corn 

Debra DiGiacomo 

Akhtar Elahi 

Jaime Galvan 

Ted Glover 

Vivek Gupta 

Edgar Hall 

Jon Hamel 

Tamiko Hickman 
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Denny Hunt 
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James W Johnson 
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Scottow King 

Chuck Kleuser 

Clarence Knighten 

Radovan Kovacecvic 

Richard Kull 

R.p. Lawson 

David Maschkowski 

Richard McCain 

Carsten Mikkelsen 

Babs Nealy 

Kausalya Palavesam 

William Pardoe 

Michael Parent 

James Purdy 

Charles Pyne 

Keith Raetz 

Cristina Ramos 

Greg Rumsey 

Stanley Scofield 

David Sheets 

Eric Steen 

Robert Stevens 

Sharon Thompson 

Rickey Turner 

Mike Urban 

Lide Vandiver 

Marcus Vasquez 

Bryan Ward 

John Wiggins  
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May/June 2018 

Powertrain Details on the Mercedes-AMG Project One Hypercar are Finally Here, 
and it's Insane 

4 ELECTRIC MOTORS AND AN ENGINE ALL HELP MOTIVATE THIS F1-POWERED MACHINE 

Auto Week - June 1, 2017 

The secretive Mercedes-AMG hypercar to 
beat all hypercars is finally revealing bits 
and pieces of itself. AMG CEO Tobias 
Moers showed off the drivetrain, and 
spoke briefly about the car in a shadowy 
room right next to the Nurburgring. It’s 
looking more and more like a Formula 1 
car the further along this project goes, and 
that’s a good thing. 

Sitting behind where the driver would be is 
the Formula 1 engine lifted from Lewis 
Hamilton’s W07 Mercedes. Making a    
ridiculous amount of undisclosed      

horsepower (700-plus), the 1.6-liter turbocharged V6 redlines at 11,000 rpm, slightly lower than the 
F1 engine for longevity. Using the same split-turbo design as the F1 car, it utilizes a 107 hp electric 
motor that helps spin the massive turbo at all times, completely eliminating any turbo lag. Making an 
engine like this work on the street is a feat of engineering. When waiting for the red lights to go out, 
the race cars are all idling at 4,000 rpm, but the road car will rest between 1,000 and 1,200 rpm. 

A second electric motor is geared directly to the crankshaft, and the front wheels get the benefit of 
electric motors three and four. All told, the car is supposed to make over 1,000 hp and have a 15.5-
mile EV-only range. Somehow you can keep your 1,000-plus-hp hypercar from waking the neighbors 
in the morning now, but we suppose that’s what $2.7 million will do. 

Transmission-wise, the car will be sporting an eight-speed single-clutch automatic made by Xtrac. 
These are the same guys that supply gearboxes for the Formula 1 car, so we have a feeling it won’t 
be inferior in speed to heavier dual-clutch boxes in the least bit. There’s a ludicrous amount of     
batteries lining the floor, weighing in at 220 pounds. Nothing is different between this cell design and 
the design in the F1 car other than quantity -- there are four times the amount F1 uses. 

Like the Ford GT, this road car will also use a pushrod suspension design, similar to what most race 
cars use. It’s hard to find anything we don’t like, other than the price and availability. They’re all   
spoken for, so the near-$3 million price tag is almost a moot point. Regardless, the powertrain     
system is certainly living up to the hype in preproduction form so far. 

Zac Palmer - Editorial Intern Zac Palmer has probably spent more time in a car than any other 20-
year-old in the country. He likes anything that can go around a corner, and is surely talking about a 
car wherever he might be. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tG3DaD9l0Jw  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tG3DaD9l0Jw
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May/June 2018 

Mercedes-Benz Club of America Membership Application 
Please call the National Office at 800-637-2360 to join by phone or go to www.mbca.org/ to 

join online. 

Full Name ____________________________________________________________________ 

Associate Member’s Name ______________________________________________________ 

Street Address ________________________________________________________________ 

City _____________________________________ State _______ Zip ___________________ 

Home Phone (     ) ____________________ Business (     ) ____________________ 

Email address ________________________________________________________________ 

Member’s Occupation __________________________________________________________ 

Mercedes Cars Now Owned _____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

(list year(s) and model(s)) 

I hereby apply for membership in the Mercedes-Benz Club of America. 

_______________________________________ Date _______________! 

(Signature) 

New U.S. Membership Rates 

  $55.00 for one year 

$107.00 for two years 

$157.00 for three years 

New Canada & Int’l Rates 

  $65.00 for one year 

$127.00 for two years 

$187.00 for three years 

Annual dues include six issues of “The Star” each year, 

plus your local section’s newsletter. 

Make your check payable to MBCA, and mail it along with 

the application to: 

Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc. 

National Business Office 

1907 Lelaray Street 

Colorado Springs, CO 80909 

Calling All Members... 

We are always looking for new folks who are 

interested in participating in Club activities. 

Whether through events, driving, etc. Please 

contact Brett Jurick at bjurick@tx.rr.com to learn 

more. 

New Ideas Wanted 

We’re always looking for new ideas for events, 

get-togethers, drives, overnight tours, etc. If 

there’s a particular type of event you would like 

us to host, let us know. Contact Maurice Nahas 

at maurice@mnahas.com.  

Help! 

mailto:bjurick@tx.rr.com
mailto:maurice@mnahas.com
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Date Event 

June 9 Bankhead Brewery Tour 

July 14 DIY Tech Session - Louden Motorcars 

September 8 DIY Tech Session - Mercedes-Benz of Plano 

September 15 Member Appreciation Picnic 

October 6 Galveston Drive 

October 13 Membership Meeting Bavarian Grill 

October 27 Winnsboro Drive and Parade 

November 10 NTX Fall Day at the Range 

November 29 MBCA NTX Holiday Party - Omni Hotel, Frisco 

December 15 Membership Meeting - TBD 

Mercedes–Benz Club of America—North Texas Section                                        May/June 2018 

Event dates, times and locations are subject to change. Please check out our 

website at http://ntx.mbca.org for the most updated information. 

Have you visited our new  

website?  

www.ntx.mbca.org/ www.facebook.com/mbcantx  

17202 Hidden Glen Drive 

Dallas, TX 75248 

More to Come! 

http://www.facebook.com/mbcantx

