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Breakfast Meetings, 9 AM 
 

Ft. Myers area…Perkins @ 41 & 6 Mile 
Cypress Pkwy. 
2nd Saturday every month. 
Next Meetings -  November 9th, December 
14th 

 


 

Naples area... Perkins on Pine Ridge Rd. 
4th Saturday every month. 
Next meetings -  **October 26th (11:15am 
Wahoo’s, 475 North Rd Naples),  
November 23rd (Pine Ridge) 
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Questions?  Call your Section Officer at 239-322-8817,  
or our National Business Office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am-5pm MT.  Or visit www.mbca.org 

President’s Perspective 

 

Going through some old stuff….. 

Recently, I spent some time in the garage working 
on a couple of minor repairs to the cars and some 
home fixit projects. Having success on minor car 
repairs is not a guarantee or assurance that home 
fixits can be done in a short or timely fashion.  (It took almost a 
week of trial and error to fix the drips under the kitchen sink, and 
several days to replace the fixed TV wall mount to one that tilts and 
rotates. A “one or two hour job” that turned into a long agonizing 
project!) 
In the garage, I sorted through some old Mercedes car parts, and 
wondered how one accumulates so much stuff for this one hobby! 
This stuff also includes tools, jacks, nuts and bolts, screws washers 
and fasteners.  
Then I got the total clarity of what my Mercedes Benz stuff actually 
was over the years! Memorabilia - in the form of pictures and paint-
ings, brochures and posters, magazines and all types of soft and 
hard cover books on Mercedes cars, topics and repairs.  Not to men-
tion - flags, hubcaps, license plates, various wall plaques, thermom-
eters, trophies, car models, bags and cases, and neon lights. And 
that was just in the garage! Looking around inside the cabinets, 
drawers and bins there is upkeep and detail stuff like soaps, buffers, 
waxes and polishes for every conceivable car surface, with the cor-
responding towel, cloth or mit.  Plus… I can lubricate, paint, clean, 
tape, fasten or glue almost anything.  
That is what I meant by my stuff . 

I didn’t just gloss over all that with a casual glance. Rather, I 
thought of the time and effort it took to find and accumulate the 
items that I used to take for granted, but now very much appreciat-
ed. Mercedes Benz has something for everyone. What a fun and re-
warding hobby this has been. So I took some time off in my busy, 
preoccupied daily life, reflected and smiled inside with the good 
feelings that all my stuff has brought me!  
Especially the pictures. They accumulate on our devices where we 
view and sometimes share them with others. Each time I look at old 
memories frozen in time, I have pleasant thoughts and vow to do it 
more often.  
I suggest taking a moment or two to pause, and give yourself an 
opportunity to notice and acknowledge the simple pleasures in life. 
Look at your good stuff tucked away in drawers and cabinets and 
smile!  
I recommend this to everyone! 
 

Ron Cordeau 

 

 

 

MBCA Southeast Regional Director:   
 Hank Webb  hankwebb58@bellsouth.net  

 

SWFL OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS: 
 

President:   Ron Cordeau 
 239-322-8817  roncor@hotmail.com 
 

Vice President:   Glen Sholl 

 239-272-1328  gsholl@comcast.net             
 

Secretary:   Monica Cordeau 

 239-322-9813   Monica.Cordeau@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer:  Joel Taub 
 239-549-0435  taub.joel@gmail.com 
 

Membership Chair:   Tom Harruff 
 239-591-8049   tharruff1813@comcast.net 
 

Newsletter Design/Editor:  Tom Starrett 
 941-347-7119   tomstarr74@comcast.net  
 
 

Facebook Ace:  Mario Puente 

 239-204-7434   mpuente-benz@hotmail.com  
 

Section Directors: The Officers named above, and  
  

 John (Jack) Meyer 
  239-450-1998   johnmeyersr@hotmail.com 
 

 Peter Blackford 

  239-592-9814   priuspete@gmail.com 
   

 Anne Harruff, Past Secretary 
  

 Frank Altieri, Director At Large 

The Southwest Florida Section Sunshine Star newsletter is published 
on odd-numbered months. It is mailed electronically or via post to all 
members of the Section, appropriate members of other Sections, 
MBCA executives and our valued advertisers.  

All copy for inclusion must be received no later than  

the 15th of any even-numbered month.  

Any technical tips, automotive experiences or interesting items relating 
to Mercedes-Benz are encouraged and welcome.  

Members may advertise to buy or sell, free of charge, any personal 
Mercedes-Benz auto, part or accessory. All insertions in the Sunshine 
Star are the opinions and statements of the writers, advertisers, etc., 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of this Section or MBCA.  
Call concerning commercial advertising rates .  

No authentication is given or implied as to the validity of any ex-
pressed opinion or statement. 
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As of today Oct 9th we have 377 active members. In the past 60 days we have lost 10 members, gained 
6 new members, and had 14 renew their memberships. 
 
Join us in welcoming the following new members to our club! 
 
Jim Blakeslee 
Mark Coleman 
Craig Higdon 
John Nolan 
Robert Stemplinger 
Arthur Stine 

 

 

SPACE IS LIMITED. RESERVE TODAY! 
MONTHLY BREAKFAST MEETING  
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING AT: 

 
WAHOO’S 

475 NORTH RD. 
NAPLES  FL 

 
RSVP to Tom Harruff 

tharruff1813@comcast.net 
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SEE NEXT PAGE 
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     Membership Report                         
Tom Harruff, Membership Chair SWFL 
 

As of this writing our South-
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Editorial…  

Some, the modern performance variants  
Mercedes offers. And then there are some that  
just appreciate the cars, no matter old, or fast, 
or lean or gracious.  And that has been the 
genius of Ron & Monica. They have been 
able to coalesce all of these preferences 
among our members into one cohesive unit 
that works!  Their investment of time and 
energy into keeping the club humming along 
(and this is the point where I must also rec-
ognize Tom Harruff, Glen Sholl, Mal New-
borne for getting us here) has been extraor-
dinary and greatly appreciated.  So I think I 
speak for us all, and certainly for Loretta and 
me, when I say THANK YOU RON & 
MONICA!!!!  We appreciate all that you 
have done! 

 

Tom S. 

 

About the  
Mercedes-Benz Club of America 
 

The Mercedes-Benz Club of America 
(MBCA) is the largest Mercedes-Benz en-
thusiast organization in the world. As a non
-profit 501(c)(7) organization, the Club 
proudly serves close to 30,000 Members 
who belong to one of 85 MBCA Sections 
throughout North America. MBCA’s mis-
sion is to provide Mercedes-Benz enthusi-
asts with unique access to casual and 
competitive car shows, cash savings on 
new Mercedes-Benz vehicles, 24/7 online 
technical advice, parts and accessory dis-
counts at participating Mercedes-Benz 
Dealerships, performance driving events, 
safe driver training, plus world-class mem-
bership conventions not available else-
where. A subscription to the Club’s 100+ 
page magazine, The Star, is delivered to 
Members every other month and is includ-
ed with annual membership dues of $55/
U.S.; $65/Canada & International.  
 

MBCA’s national business office is head-
quartered in Colorado. For more infor-
mation about membership and member 
benefits, please visit www.mbca.org or call 
800.637.2360 weekdays  8am-4:30pm Mtn 
Time.  
 

More Than a Car Club.  
We’re a Community.sm    

Fall is upon us, and with it, along comes 
cooler temperatures, sunnier days, and  
our thoughts start to turn toward holidays 
and gatherings with family and friends. 
 
The same holds true with our club! Mem-
bers start to return from their summer 
hiatus and the events start pick up in both 
number and frequency.  Specialty events 
like the Rev’s Institute Cars ‘n Coffee 
next weekend, our annual Oktoberfest 
dinner next week, the always popular  
annual Christmas party in December and, 
of course, our two monthly meetings 
where we gather with friends and fellow 
Mercedes enthusiasts for some great con-
versation and information exchange. 
 
As we contemplate these things and the 
calendar year winds down (even as our 
events calendar winds up) I would like   
 

to take a moment to profusely thank Ron 
& Monica Cordeau for their faithful and 
unflagging leadership of our club for 
these past couple of years.  Ron has    
intimated that he will be stepping down 
from his post as President at the end of 
the year.  Both he and Monica will be 
missed.  It has been an interesting ride 
watching them both grow into their roles 
as leaders of our small band of             
motorheads.  I have watched them grow 
into their roles from their first days of 
office.  From the uncertainty and tenta-
tiveness of conducting their first meet-
ings, to the quiet confidence and strength 
they exhibit today.  It is not a simple task 
to take on the leadership role of any or-
ganization, let alone a club like ours with 
its divergent interests and expectations.  
It’s actually part of what I like most about 
our MBCA Southwest Florida club.  
Some people enjoy the old classics.  

 

http://www.mbca.org
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“Cars & Coffee / Wash & Shine Detailing Clinic” 
The 2nd MBCA SWFL meeting of August 2019, normally held at Perkins in Naples, was instead 
held at the Mercedes Benz of Bonita Springs dealership on Saturday, August 24th.  The meeting 
was in conjunction with a “Cars & Coffee” and “Wash & Shine” detailing clinic and was well 
attended with close to 40 member participants, including 6 of our Ladies. The clinic was hosted 
by Graeme Morpeth and the Bonita Springs dealership, which provided Coffee, juice, fruit and 
doughnuts/bagels to our members. They also provided us with meeting space as well as a bay in 
the service area for demonstrations. Paul Viens of Power of Excellence Detailing in Gateway and 
our own President, Ron Cordeau, provided a detailed presentation of products and the best way to 
use them. Together they presented an interesting and informative program. Tips included using 
UV Protective soap if you’re not going to wax that day, blow drying to get where you can’t see or 
reach, denatured alcohol will remove pine sap, and silicon spray on tires will contribute to dry 
rot. Use UV Protective cream on tires instead. After the “classroom lecture” we moved out to the 
Service Area and got to experience how different stages of the detailing process looked and felt. 
Ron’s 1980 240D provided a “hands on” experience and showed us all how good a 39 year old 
car can look and how smooth the finish can feel. Touching was encouraged! That NEVER hap-
pens! The crowd was enthusiastic and asked questions. Ron was prepared with Handouts for our 
members’ future reference. We all learned something! Several positive comments were received 
from those in attendance. A big Thank You to Graeme Morpeth and Mercedes Benz of Bonita 
Springs, Paul Viens of Power of Excellence Detailing, and Ron Cordeau for his knowledge, en-
thusiasm and pulling this all together in a short period of time.  
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ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Talis Park 

16665 Toscana Circle 

Naples FL 34410 

 

DECEMBER 1st, 2019 

 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
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Questions?  Call your Section Officer at 239-322-8817,  
or our National Business Office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am-5pm MT.  Or visit www.mbca.org 

 

Southwest Florida Section MBCA On The Web! 
http://southwestflorida.mbca.org/ 

and... 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/SW-Florida-
Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-

America/258407040951839  

Do We Have Your Current Email Address? 
The Club and our own Section use electronic communica-
tions and we email our newsletters. So be sure to let the 
NBO know of any changes to your email address to ensure 
up to date information with both the NBO and your Section. 
Contact Membership Services with your updates…   
 mbca.org or call 1-800-637-2360. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Upcoming Events 2019 
Southwest Florida Section, Mercedes-Benz Club of America  

October 26th Cars ‘n Coffee Rev’s Institute  7:00 am to 11:00am 

October 26th Naples Luncheon Meeting Wahoo’s Restaurant 475 North Rd Naples 11:30 am 

November 9th Breakfast Meeting Fort Myers; Perkins, Corner of US 41 and Six Mile Cypress  9:00am 

November 23rd Breakfast Meeting NAPLES; Perkins, Pine Ridge Rd.  West of 75  9:00am 

December 1st Annual Christmas Party. Talis Park 6:00 pm  

  

TBD Road Trip and lunch to Muscle Car City Punta Gorda 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

http://southwestflorida.mbca.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/SW-Florida-Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America/258407040951839
http://www.facebook.com/pages/SW-Florida-Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America/258407040951839
http://www.facebook.com/pages/SW-Florida-Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America/258407040951839
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Classified:  For Sale 

Classified Ads:  Member, M-B cars or parts, no charge. Limit 6  
         lines with or without one picture. 
 

Non-member, M-B cars or parts, $10.00 per issue.  Limit 6 lines. 
  Picture with ad, $15.00 per issue. 
 

Classified Ads will be removed unless renewed at least 
two weeks before publication of the next issue. 

Meet Anne Har-
ruff 
The beginning of 
our love affair with 

BENZ CONNECTION of NAPLES has proven to be the ultimate 
dealer alternative for Mercedes Benz and BMW repairs and service 
for 9 years running! 

 BENZ CONNECTION is better, cheaper,  
and faster than the dealer, and offers speedy, 
high quality auto repairs at affordable prices.  
We are well known for our personalized ser-
vice, and our technicians are held accounta-
ble for providing superior service and devel-
oping a lasting rapport with our customers. 
 

We are ready when you are so, if you are in need of repair or service 
to your Mercedes or BMW and are looking for a shop you count on to 
build an honest relationship, look no further than BENZ                 
CONNECTION of Naples.   

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT! 
239-774-9290 

3126 Davis Blvd. Naples FL 34104 

For Sale: 
Harvey’s Mercedes-Benz Seat Belt Pocket Book with shoul-
der strap purchased from Mercedes-Benz of Fort Myers. 
Never used. Impulse Buy! $50.00 
 

CONTACT: Tom Harruff 
239-591-8049 H 
239-398-8578 C 
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IN HONOR OF TWO OF OUR FAVORITE MEMBERS! 

CARLOS DaSILVA 

MARIO PUENTE 


