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Monthly Breakfast Meetings 
 

Ft. Myers area… 

2nd Saturday every month. 
Next Meetings . . . 

 Mimi’s Café  Nov 12, 
 M-B Bonita Springs  Dec 10 

 
Naples area... Perkins on Pine Ridge  

4th Saturday of every month. 
 Next meetings -  Nov 26, Dec 24 
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As we knew all along, As we knew all along, 
we’re not the only ones we’re not the only ones 

who see Starswho see Stars  

HHHappiest ofappiest ofappiest of   
   HHHolidays!olidays!olidays!   

  

And a  
Happy New Year 

To All! 
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Questions?  Call your Section Officer at 239-591-8049,  
or our National Business Office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am-5pm MT.  Or visit www.mbca.org 

 From the President 
 

G reetings to all and welcome to our 10 
new members, 40 dual section mem-

bers, and 38 renewed members since 9-04-
16. Our Section membership currently 
stands at 424 members (as of 11-01-16). We welcome 

these new and renewed members to SWFL and look for-
ward to seeing each of you at a future Section event.   
Please keep up the good work recruiting new members 
and renew your individual effort to bring in at least 
one new member this year!  If you are happy with your 

Section, your Section’s activities, and the benefits of 
MBCA membership, you will be our best spokesman for 
recruiting new Club members. We are still looking for 
members interested in volunteering to become Directors 

of SWFL to help us in the management of your Section. 

Our October Second Saturday Breakfast meeting was at 
the beautiful Mercedes-Benz of Bonita Springs.  GM 
Ralph Mesa and his staff outdid themselves for their first 
breakfast meeting at their facility. We had over 50 Section 
members attending, enjoying breakfast, and then touring 
their new facility.  All the comments I heard were positive.  
Thanks Ralph and we look forward to another great event 

in December. 

Our thanks to Director Tom and Loretta Starrett for host-
ing our Annual German Car Show at Punta Gorda’s Ok-
toberfest.  Great cars, good food, German wine, and cold 

beer, what more could you ask for!   

Then we followed on October 17th with our second annual 
Oktoberfest dinner at the Black Forest Mill German res-
taurant in Naples.  34 Section members attended and the 
accordion player provided lively music for the evening.  
The food was fantastic.  Our thanks to Monika and Klaus 

for another great evening. 

Next up is our December 4th Annual Holiday Party at the 
Club at Olde Cypress. Check out the flyer in this newslet-

ter and get your reservations to Marion Jervis soonest. 

We are looking for events that you are interested in partic-
ipating in this fall so if you have something of interest 
please contact one of your officers or Board members 

with your ideas. 

Most of you are aware that Anne and I will be stepping 
down from our Section leadership position late this year.  
Ron and Monica Cordeau have agreed to step up to be 
our Section President and Secretary. Thank you all for the 
support and friendship that you have given Anne and I 
these past years, and I know you will give the same to 

Ron and Monica. 
 

 

SWFL OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS: 
 

President:   Tom Harruff 
 239-591-8049  tharruff1813@comcast.net 
 

Vice President:   Glen Sholl 
 239-272-1328  gsholl@comcast.net             
 

Secretary:   Anne Harruff 
 239-591-8049  AnneHarruff@comcast.net 
 

Treasurer:  Joel Taub 
 239-549-0435  taub.joel@gmail.com 
 

Section Directors: The Officers named above, and  
  

 John Meyer 
  239-450-1998   johnmeyersr@hotmail.com 
Peter Blackford 
  239-860-6664   priuspete@gmail.com 

 Thomas Starrett 
   941-347-7119   tomstarr74@comcast.net 
 

Southeast Regional Director:  Daniel Cabrera 

  dcabrera2@tampabay.rr.com  
 

Membership Chair:   Anita Kinderman 
 239-825-9442 SWFLMBCAmembership@gmail.com 
 

Sunshine Star Publisher:  Tom Harruff 
 1943 Empress Ct., Naples, FL 34110 
 239-591-8049  tharruff1813@comcast.net 
 

Newsletter Editor/Director:  Jerry Kinderman 
 239-641-7928   editor.swflmbca@yahoo.com 
 

Webmaster/Director:  Ron Cordeau 
 239-322-8817    roncor@hotmail.com  
 

Facebook Ace/Director:  Mario Puente 

 239-204-7434    mpuente-benz@hotmail.com  

The Southwest Florida Section Sunshine Star newsletter is published 
on odd-numbered months. It is mailed electronically or via post to all 
members of the Section, appropriate members of other Sections, 

MBCA executives and our valued advertisers.  

All copy for inclusion should be received no later than the 15th of 
any even-numbered month.  

Any technical tips, automotive experiences or interesting items relating 

to Mercedes-Benz are encouraged and welcome.  

Members may advertise to buy or sell, free of charge, any personal 
Mercedes-Benz auto, part or accessory. All insertions in the Sunshine 
Star are the opinions and statements of the writers, advertisers, etc., 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of this Section or MBCA.  

Call concerning commercial advertising rates .  

No authentication is given or implied as to the validity of any ex-

pressed opinion or statement. 
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Event coordinators Tom and Loretta Starrett aren’t 
sure about the 
origins of the 
“German” 
Chicken Dance, 
but said they 
would Google it 
next year! 

 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES 

TO THE SOUTHWEST FLORIDA SECTION, MBCA! 
 

 Since the last newsletter;  Mark Brady, Gary Crisci, Carl DePasquale, Martin Finan, 

Dana Jaffe, Nina and Paul Mehta, Jay Tull, Daniel and Jennifer Udd, 

Brian Wilson, and Dr. Loo Yap and Nelayda Foute 

We’re so glad you’ve joined us! 
 

And Thank You to our 38 Renewed Members for your continuing MBCA Membership! 

   

  

Perfect weather on October 1st, 2016, and the MBCA 
SWFL Section enjoys our 6th Annual Car Show at the 

Punta Gorda Oktoberfest Celebration ! 
 

We invited the BMW Club to join us in displaying a 
large variety of German vehicles, to the delight of 
fest-goers.  
Plenty of German music, food vendors and maybe 
some German bier made for a great event and great 
time!   
 
Members  Judy and 
David Schall opted for  
dirndl and lederhosen,  

 
 with a few choice 
additions for the 
Chicken Dance! 



Sunshine STAR     MBCA | Southwest Florida Section     November / December 2016                                          4 

    



Sunshine STAR     MBCA | Southwest Florida Section     November / December 2016                                          5 

 

 

  

Our first Breakfast/Meeting at ... 

  

MBCA SWFL held it’s first Breakfast/Meeting in 
the beautiful new Mercedes-Benz of Bonita 
Springs facility, October 8th.  Members were 
treated to a great breakfast as Company speak-
ers told us about their services.  After the 
meeting we formed groups and our gracious 
hosts took us on a detailed tour of everything 
they have to offer.  And it is a lot!  Many thanks 
to the staff for a most interesting and tasty 

morning!  
 

See Mario’s ‘Baby Blue’ 
right there in the meeting 
room?  That’s a BIG room.  
We could hold a sock-hop 
or roller skating in there!  



Sunshine STAR     MBCA | Southwest Florida Section     November / December 2016                                          6 

 



Sunshine STAR     MBCA | Southwest Florida Section     November / December 2016                                          7 

 

 

Never turn your back on a charging turtle. 

Editorial Stuffing… 

Here come the Holidays with all the 
season’s fun! Our Holiday Dinner on De-
cember 4 will be as great as ever, guar-
anteed! I hope Santa likes me this year!   

This issue marks 4 years, 24 issues of 
the Sunshine Star under my belt, and it’s 
been interesting and fun. But it’s really 
time for a change. I’ve hinted (softly) sev-
eral times that the Newsletter Editor posi-
tion is available for new thinking, new 
layout, new touch.  But I hear in the 

grapevine that folks think they can’t do 
‘my’ newsletter. Looky here, it’s not MY 
newsletter, it’s our Section’s... I just hap-
pen to do it my way.  A new Editor will do 
it THEIR way. I will be happy to work with 
anyone; startup, proof, etc.  I use MS 
Publisher which is very similar to MS 
Word, maybe easier! You can do it!  
Email, call, attack me at a meeting! 

Members out there with a camera or 
phone? Send me a photo.  If it isn’t em-
barrassing to me and I use it, you will get 

photo credits, not a cow pie.   All newslet-
ter submissions are welcome and want-
ed. Letters, email, photos, whatever, as 
we can all use the information.  

Here’s wishing you and yours Happy 
Thanksgiving, Happy Hanukkah, Merry 
Christmas, and a very Happy 
New Year!  

Moooving along,  

 Jerry  

Monday October 17th dinner at the Black Forest Mill Restau-

rant, now a SWFL Section tradition. Our own accordion player 

kept a proper selection of German songs as a background to tradi-
tional foods of Bavarian beginnings.  Great food and camaraderie! 

If you missed it this year, sign up next year for 

About the  
Mercedes-Benz Club of America 
 

The Mercedes-Benz Club of America 
(MBCA) is the largest Mercedes-Benz en-
thusiast organization in the world. As a non
-profit 501(c)(7) organization, the Club 
proudly serves close to 30,000 Members 
who belong to one of 85 MBCA Sections 
throughout North America. MBCA’s mis-
sion is to provide Mercedes-Benz enthusi-
asts with unique access to casual and 
competitive car shows, cash savings on 
new Mercedes-Benz vehicles, 24/7 online 
technical advice, parts and accessory dis-
counts at participating Mercedes-Benz 
Dealerships, performance driving events, 
safe driver training, plus world-class mem-
bership conventions not available else-
where. A subscription to the Club’s 100+ 
page magazine, The Star, is delivered to 
Members every other month and is includ-
ed with annual membership dues of $55/
U.S.; $65/Canada & International.  
 
MBCA’s national business office is head-
quartered in Colorado. For more infor-
mation about membership and member 
benefits, please visit www.mbca.org or call 
800.637.2360 weekdays  8am-4:30pm Mtn 
Time.  
 

More Than a Car Club.  
We’re a Community.sm    

http://www.mbca.org
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 MBCA 2016 Meeting of the Mem-
bers 
The 2016 Meeting of the Members 
will be held November 10-12. The 
Budget Committee meeting will be 
held Thursday, November 10, Na-
tional Board committee meetings 
will be held on Friday, November 
11, and the Fall 2016 National 
Board Meeting will be held Satur-
day, November 12. 
 
The meetings will be hosted by the 
MBCA | Southwest Florida Section 
and will be held at the Bellasera 
Hotel, 211 Ninth Street South, Na-
ples, FL 34102. 
 
For information, please contact 
Cindy Tumbleson at 800.637.2360 
or cindy@mbca.org. 

 

The following is the outcome from the Article IV: Governing 
Body bylaw change and the newly elected leaders.  The elected 
board members will assume their roles at the National Board 
Meeting in November in Naples. 
 

BYLAW CHANGE 

Article IV: Governing Body Bylaw Change as Approved By The 
National Board May 14, 2016: Approved 
 

REGIONAL DIRECTOR 

South Central Regional Director: Gene Jurick 

Southwest Regional Director: Bud Cloninger 

Great Lakes Regional Director: John Briggs 

Southeast Regional Director: Daniel Cabrera 

Eastern Regional Director: James Roberts 
 

DIRECTOR AT LARGE 

Director at Large: Cliff Reyle 

Director at Large: Julie Bruggner 

Director at Large: Scott Suits 

Director at Large: Frank Cozza 
 

For more information about the Article IV: Governing Body by-
law change or to see the elected board member’s bio, visit 
www.mbca.org/elections. 
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Classified:  For Sale 

Classified Ads:  Member, M-B cars or parts, no charge. Limit 6  
         lines with or without one picture. 
 

Non-member, M-B cars or parts, $10.00 per issue.  Limit 6 lines. 
  Picture with ad, $15.00 per issue. 
 
Classified Ads automatically expire after 60 days unless renewed. 

Still Free to good home... Yes, Free 

M-B touchup kit (barely used), car was sold (not 
mine). 1693 Travertinbeige mica.  (2 bottles) 
Yes, still free!  
Or if that just plain sounds suspicious to you, try 
giving Peter $3 in small, unmarked bills (USD).   
Contact Peter - priuspete@gmail.com 

1975 450SEL 4.5L Euro German Survivor 
291 Dark Olive, interior Olive Grün - velour. All original 
survivor. Mechanical preservation undertaken incl Beck-
er Mexico. A/C cold, all new brakes.  Perfect driver.  
Before the paint specialist, $10,450;  or $15,450 after 
paint.  Call or text Michael Mariotti (239) 994-9816   
Or email: MariottiMichael@yahoo.com 
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Questions?  Call your Section Officer at 239-591-8049,  
or our National Business Office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am-5pm MT.  Or visit www.mbca.org 

Upcoming Events 
Southwest Florida Section, Mercedes-Benz Club of America  

DATE 2016  -  2017 CONTACT 

Nov 10—12  MBCA Fall Board Meeting at the Bellasera Naples  239-591-8049 

Nov 12 Breakfast Meeting, Mimi’s Café, Ft. Myers,  9:00 AM 239-591-8049 

Nov 26 Breakfast Meeting, Perkins, Naples, 9:00 AM 239-591-8049 

Dec 4  Sun 
SWFL Section Christmas Dinner, The Club at Olde Cypress, Naples           
 Marion Jervis is in charge of reservations 

239-594-5291 

Dec 10 
Breakfast Meeting, M-B Bonita Springs, 9:00 AM -  Let Tom know if 

you’ll be attending 
239-591-8049 

Dec 24 Breakfast Meeting, Perkins, Naples,  9:00 AM 239-591-8049 

Jan 14, 2017 Breakfast Meeting, Mimi’s, Ft. Myers, 9:00 AM 239-591-8049 

Jan 28, 2017 Breakfast Meeting, Perkins, Naples, 9:00 AM 239-591-8049 

 

Southwest Florida Section MBCA On The Web! 
http://southwestflorida.mbca.org/ 

and... 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/SW-Florida-
Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-

America/258407040951839  

Do We Have Your Current Email Address? 
The Club and our own Section use electronic communications 
and we email our newsletters. So be sure to let the NBO 
know of any changes to your email address to ensure up to 
date information with both the NBO and your Section. 
Contact Membership Services with your updates…   
 mbca.org or call 1-800-637-2360. 

http://southwestflorida.mbca.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/SW-Florida-Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America/258407040951839
http://www.facebook.com/pages/SW-Florida-Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America/258407040951839
http://www.facebook.com/pages/SW-Florida-Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America/258407040951839

