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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Greetings! 

It is my honor to be the president of our chapter 
for the next couple years. I was allowed to be 
president about 8 or 10 years ago and 
remembered it being so much fun that I wanted 
to do it again. I have quickly realized that our 
chapter had Ed Hoag during that time. Which 
explains why it seems more involved now than it 
did then; Ed took care of everything! Now it looks 
like I might have to actually do something. Oh, 
well. 

I would like to thank Charles Woods for his service as president during 
the last 4 years. Charles is a caring and conscientious man who set the 
bar pretty high for anyone who hopes to succeed him. Bill Nash and 
Masood Khan are 2 other people who deserve so much gratitude from 
me for their efforts for many years. Masood has taken on the job of 
national membership director, so I think the hardest work is in front of 
him. Tony Marruchella transitions off the board and Vice President 
roles, but I know he is only a phone call away. 

I feel blessed to serve with a great group of officers and board 
members; whose name and contact info is on page 16. They are the 
people that are going to make 2019 a great year for our chapter.  

Keep your eyes open for the announcement of the Red River Concours, 
Greg Morgan’s baby, this early May’s joint venture with Texas chapters 
will eventually become one of the most important national events, IMO. 

I look forward to seeing everyone at our Christmas party. December 11 
at Twin Hills Golf & Country Club. I think this year’s event will be our 
best ever. 

Once again- it is an honor to serve as your president. And I thank you 
for it.  

Jeff Leatherock, President 
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   Nov 3 8am Mercedes-Benz Day at Coffee & Cars, Northpark Mall, OKC 

   Nov 20 7pm Monthly Dinner Meeting, Spazio Ristorante, 10600 S Penn, OKC  

   Dec 1 8am Coffee & Cars, Northpark Mall, OKC 

   Dec 11 7pm Christmas Party, Twin Hills Golf & Country Club, OKC (see page 3) 

   Jan 5  8am Coffee & Cars, Northpark Mall, OKC 

   Jan 12 10am Board of Directors Meeting, MBOKC 

   Jan 15 7pm Monthly Dinner Meeting, Member Recognition Night 
   Grand House Asian Bistro, 2701 N Classen, OKC 

   Feb 19 7pm Monthly Dinner Meeting 

Upcoming Events 

www.allstarmotors.com 

http://www.allstarmotors.com
http://allstarmotors.com/
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Upcoming Event 

  

   Central Oklahoma Section Christmas Party 

 
 When:  December 11, 2018  
   6:30 cocktails (cash bar) 
   7:00 dinner 

   Gift exchange will follow dinner 

 Where: Twin Hills Golf & Country Club 

   3401 Northeast 36th Street 

   Oklahoma City, OK 73121 

 Menu & Cost: Entrée choices 

     Grilled Salmon $38 per person 

     Parmesan Crusted Chicken $32 per person 

     8oz Filet $40 per person (please specify steak temperature with RSVP)  

   All entrees include salad, rosemary potatoes, seasoned  

   green beans, dinner rolls, desert, coffee/tea 

 RSVP:  by December 3, 2018, pre-pay required 

   Mail payment and entrée selection to: 

   MBCA Central Oklahoma Section 

   P.O. Box 1518, Edmond, OK 73083-1518 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please bring one wrapped gift per couple for the gift exchange 

(valued between $25-$35)  
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Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance 
by Ken Wells 

In August, Carolyn and I attended the 68th annual Pebble Beach 
Concours d'Elegance.  We have been attending the event almost every 
year since 1996 because it is the place to be if you are a car guy or car 
gal.  It is really called Car Week by those in the know since it starts on 
Tuesday and doesn't end until Sunday evening.  The Concours is actually 
the final event of the week.  From Tuesday thru Sunday there are 7 
major auctions, 12 car shows, multiple specialty events and the vintage 
races at Laguna Seca.  Of course not to be forgotten are all of the 
manufacturers showcasing their latest offerings including the chance to 
drive the various new vehicles from mundane to exotic.   All this car 
nirvana is presented in the confines of the fabulous Monterey/Carmel 
Peninsula.  The weather is almost always perfect with lows in the evenings in the 60s and daytime highs in 
the low 70s.  Regardless of the millions of dollars of cars, August is much nicer there than in Oklahoma. 

If you ever find the time to attend the event, there are some things you need 
to know.  First, you need to make hotel arrangements well in advance.  As in 
if you are going next year you need to book a hotel soon.  May is too late. 
Please note that all of the nice hotels require a minimum stay of 4 nights, 
Thursday thru Sunday.  Hotel rates are generally in the $500 to $600 per 
night range.  The rates are the same whether you stay in a nice place or a flea 
bag motel.   Second, you need to plan what events you would like to attend 
and purchase tickets well in advance.  If you are flying, it is best to fly into San 
Jose airport and rent a car for the two hour drive to Monterey.   

Besides the Sunday Concours, we have attended and recommend the 
following events. Although there are many others for you to choose 
from.  The highlight of Wednesday is the McCalls Annual Motorworks 
Revival located at the Monterey Jet Center.  You can mingle with some 
significant collectors while admiring incredible cars, planes and other 
magnificent machines, while enjoying exceptional cocktails and gourmet 
food.  Tickets are $475 to $575 per person.  Thursday is the PB Tour 
d'Elegance. A large group of the Sunday Concours entries drive along the 
17 mile drive ending up on Ocean Avenue in Carmel at noon for 
lunch.  The point being you can see a good number of the Sunday 

(Continued on page 6) 

Aston Martins at the AM Display 

2019 Ford GT in Gulf Racing Colors 

A pair of 1958 Ferrari Testarosas 

Meg Salyer and Carolyn Jay Leno and Carolyn Ken, New Aston Martin Vantage &                   

Daniel Ricardo Red Bull/AM F1 

Star Wars Creator, George Lucas    

and Carolyn 
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Concours cars for free!  While spending a nice afternoon in Carmel.  The big 
event Friday is the Quail located at the Quail Lodge.  This event is second only to 
the Sunday Concours but actually harder to obtain a ticket for.  They hold a 
lottery for the privilege to buy tickets which sell for $800 face value.  If you want 
to go and can't get a ticket through the lottery there are always a few on eBay 
for large sums. While the Quail is expensive it is a must see event at least once. 
Saturday now has three major events starting with Concorso Italiano. This 
celebration of all things Italian features food, art, fashion, music, cars, bikes and 
the occasional boat. As many as 1,000 cars of Italian origin are displayed by 
marque.  If you like Italian cars, this is the place.  Tickets are $195 to $475 per 
person.  The second major show is the Concours d'Lemons located in Seaside 
City just north of Monterey.  It is really not a major show it's a fun, no frills 
display of oddball, mundane and truly awful vehicles.  We saw everything this 
year from a Gremlin to a Mercedes sedan that had over 800,000 Kms.  It is a lot 
of fun and it's free because no one would pay for a ticket to see these cars.  The third event on Saturday is 
Exotics on Cannery Row.  This is another free event that is especially popular with the younger 
enthusiasts.  Why you ask?  Because this is where all of the hyper cars, exotics and other wild customs line 
the streets of Cannery Row.  There is loud music, loud engines and expensive tire smoke.  It's not to be 
missed if you can deal with the crowds and find parking.   

Finally, the Sunday Concours is one of the very best in the world.  You have the finest restorations from the 
last hundred years to the present as well as manufacturer's concept cars and of course lots of 
celebrities.  Tickets starts at $300.   

Not to forget our Mercedes fans is the Legends of the Autobahn on Friday.  It is the show for everything 
made in Germany and is hosted by the Mercedes-Benz Club of America, BMW Car Club of America, and Audi 
Club of North America.  They do a really nice job with this show and it’s free except for the $20 parking 
fee.  It is an absolute must for any Mercedes-Benz owner.   

And don't forget the Vintage races from Thursday through Sunday.  If you have ever been a race fan you 
have to go to Laguna Seca for at least one day of racing and memorabilia. 

We have included some photos for your viewing pleasure.  If any of you plan on attending Car Week, we will 
be glad to share our knowledge and give you some tips. 

(Continued from page 5) 

820,000km 240D 

Tucker Torpedo 

Rolls Royce Cullinan—New SUV 

1990 Volvo in Kalidy Colors 

2018 SLS with a wrap 

Rad T Bucket 
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September Dinner Meeting Report 

Mike Douglas, OG&E 
at Charleston’s in Bricktown 

by Lisa Leatherock 

Our September monthly dinner meeting was held on the 18th at Charleston’s in Bricktown.  
About 25 members attended.  Mike Douglas, OG&E’s ICS & Emergency Preparedness 
Manager, was our speaker.   

Mike spent a few minutes telling us about OG&E’s current 
North Carolina employment to restore power for 
customers in the aftermath of Hurricane Florence.  Then 
he began to tell us about Puerto Rico. 

On December 18, 2017, three months after the category 4 Hurricane 
Maria, devasted Puerto Rico knocking out power to the entire island, a 
barge carrying 50 orange OG&E trucks and equipment left the port in Lake 
Charles, Louisiana, arriving in Puerto Rico 14 days later.  

Sixty-one OG&E linemen were in Puerto Rico working 16-
hour days restoring power every day for 40 days. They 
restored power to 17,000 residents. 

They encountered many challenges on the island, like poor 
roads, no traffic law enforcement, rough terrain, and the 
Puerto Rican squirrel, also known as, the Iguana. In 
Oklahoma, they’re used to replacing parts, but in Puerto 
Rico this was not the case.  Tools and resources were 
minimal, so they were forced to salvage parts. Lines had 
been down so long that vines had grown around them, and 
machetes had to be used to chop the branches from the 
wires.  Another conflict was the weather.  It rained 35 of 
the 40 days they were there. 

Mike bragged multiple times about the Puerto Rican 
people.  How appreciative they were and how they opened 
their homes so that the OG&E workers had nice places to 
stay with air conditioning and hot water. The Puerto Ricans 
cooked and cleaned for the OG&E workers. Mike 
mentioned how they set off firecrackers in celebration of 
their power being restored, which of course is absolutely 
terrifying for any lineman! 

Just makes me a little prouder to be an Okie! 

Lastly, I’m sorry to be the bearer of bad news.  If you didn’t attend the meeting, not only did you miss great 
company, an informational speaker and delicious food.  The last coveted “goody bag” was awarded as a 
door prize.  Sorry you missed it! 

Top, OG&E working in Puerto Rico’s rough terrain 

Bottom, OG&E #BigOrange crews restoring power in Puerto Rico 

 

Mike Douglas 
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Event Report 

Pioneer Woman Mercantile 

Mercedes Owners Invade Pioneer Town 
by John Kushnerick & Lisa Leatherock 

Fifty three members and guests from three sections, Eastern 
Oklahoma, Ozark, and Central Oklahoma, invaded the small 
town of Pawhuska, Oklahoma to visit Ree and Ladd 
Drummond’s Pioneer Woman Mercantile Restaurant, Bakery, 
and Store on Saturday, September 22, 2018. 

The Pioneer Woman Mercantile has gorgeous goods, comfort 
foods, fresh-made pastries, delicious coffee and plenty of fun 
to dish out.  Due to the size of our group, we dined “family 
style” on a menu of chips and queso, tomato soup with grilled 
cheese dippers, chicken strips, pecan and chocolate pie, and 
assorted beverages.  We were fortunate to be served privately 
in the new Pioneer Woman Event Center. 

This destination has had a national reputation since its opening 
in October of 2016. The popularity of Ree Drummond and her 
Pioneer Woman television show has been an economic boom to 
the small town. The restaurant has served up to 6,000 a day and 
always has a line extending down the block. By booking our 
group six months in advance, we were able to skip the line and 
dine as a group together. 
 
Side trips included visits to the Osage Tribal Museum, shopping the stores and 
galleries, and for the adventurous, the Tall Grass Prairie Wildlife Preserve to see the 
largest herds of free range bison in the United States.   

(Continued on page 10) 
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Thank you 

Todd Bondy 
and 

Mercedes-Benz of Oklahoma City  
for loaning us a 2018 GLE350 to cruise up to the Mercantile in style and comfort. 

Six from the Central Oklahoma Section, Tena Highfill and her mother, 
LaFaune Krampf; Lisa Leatherock, Suzen Rodesney, and Patti Franco 
and her daughter, Jasmine, went to Pawhuska.  We spent the hour 
before lunch shopping a few local stores as well as the Mercantile 
Store.  After lunch we visited the Bakery upstairs and a few more 
local shops, including The Buckin’ Flamingo.  Then we climbed the 
stairs all the way up to the Osage County Courthouse to take in the 
beautiful view of the town of Pawhuska and the surrounding rolling 
hills.   

(Continued from page 9) 
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Event Report 

Pierre Hedary Tech Session 
by Jeff Leatherock 

The Central Oklahoma chapter had a tech session on Saturday, 
September 29, 2018. Hosted by Hammer & Dolly and arranged by 
Masood Khan, it featured YouTube sensation Pierre Hedary. Hedary is a 
Mercedes-Benz expert, with a special emphasis on 1960s-1994 models.  

Hedary spoke about buying old and classic Mercedes-Benz vehicles. He 
covered what models would be best for individual budgets, needs and 
desires. What to look for in specific models a person is looking to buy. 
What areas of different models need specialized service or attention. 
What types of work on these classic Mercedes-Benz can be done by do-it-
yourselfers, what should be done by a professional mechanic, and what 
types of service really should be done by a specialist. Such as a person or 
shop who is familiar with the older models and actually wants to work on 
them. It is not a certainty that a dealer service department has a 
technician who knows the older models and/or has worked on them back 
when they were new. 

A half dozen classic Mercedes-Benz vehicles, each representing a different 
body type, were placed throughout the shop space. This allowed Hedary 
to work through each car and describe special attention areas on each. 
This also allowed attendees to get “up close and personal” as Hedary 
spoke. One vivid moment was when Hedary showed the heavy load rear 
suspension on the 300TD wagon of the early 80s, by getting 4 “full grown 
men” to sit on the back sill of the wagon to check function of the system. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Hedary did some trouble shooting on the cars in the shop and was able to fix a 1968 250SL that had not run 
in over a year. He did it in no more than 2 minutes! This cemented his reputation as a genius in the eyes of 
all present. His YouTube channel is Mercedes Classics with Pierre Hedary, or just search Pierre Hedary. With 
over 5,900 subscribers and over 100 videos posted Hedary is a true YouTube sensation. His website is 
PierreHedaryandco.com. 

Attendance was over 35 people. Many were guests from the Eastern Oklahoma chapter, as well as first time 
visitors. A complimentary lunch for all was prepared by Bedlam BBQ (610 NE 50th, OKC). The event finished 
around 2:30PM.  

(Continued from page 11) 

https://www.silverstarimports.com/
https://www.silverstarimports.com/
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Event Report 

Breakout Games of Oklahoma City Escape Rooms 
by Lisa Leatherock 

 

Thirteen Central Oklahoma Section members and guests participated in a fun adventure at Breakout Games 

of Oklahoma City Escape Rooms in Quail Springs Mall on Tuesday, October 23, 2018.  After being divided 

into two teams, we entered 2 separate escape rooms.  A team of 7 entered the Operation: Casino Room and 

a team of 6 entered the Island Escape Room.  The goal was to escape the room in 60 minutes or less.  After 

searching and finding clues, solving puzzles, locating keys to unlock safes and a hidden room the Operation: 

Casino team escaped their room with a little over 3 minutes to spare.  The Island Escape Room participants 

were unsuccessful in their escape, but encountered a set back due to a room malfunction.  They were so 

close!  Regardless, it was a fun social event for all that attended.  

Andrew Weber, Jeff & Lisa Leatherock, Darlene Wallace, 

Carolyn Bullard, Ken Wells, Jimmy Tilton, Sheila & Greg 

Morgan, Tena & Lance Highfill, Suzen & Paul Rodesney, 

Carol Fisher, Tyler Barnhart 

Team 
Operation: Casino 

Team 
Island Escape 

COLLECTOR CAR INSURANCE 
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Editor’s Note 

 
James Adams, Oklahoma City 

 
Landon Akers, Oklahoma City 

 
David Brauckmann, Norman 

 
Diane Walker, Oklahoma City 

 
Carolyn Synovitz, Altus 

 
Arden Downey, Weatherford 

 
Ed Vineyard, Enid  

 

Jeff and I would like to give special thanks to every member of the Mercedes 

Benz Club Central Oklahoma Section for your patience and understanding during 

this most difficult time after my dad’s passing.  To those of you that knew my 

dad, Tony Harrison, you know how much he loved and contributed to the 

automobile industry.  I definitely got my love of cars from him.  He did so much 

for the auto body business.  He was an I-CAR instructor who taught auto body 

technicians and industry related professionals the information, knowledge and 

skills required to perform complete, safe and quality repairs. I was so proud of 

him and miss him so very much.   

Thank you for the beautiful flowers sent to his memorial service.  Thank you to all of you that called, sent 

emails, cards and notes.  I was so blessed to have the greatest dad in the world and I am very lucky to have 

the support and friendship of the wonderful people in this club.              Thank you,  

                  Lisa Leatherock 

Welcome 

New Members 

me & my dad, Tony Harrison 



Mercedes-Benz Club of America 

Central Oklahoma Section 

P. O. Box 1518 

Edmond, OK 73083-1518 

email: central.ok.mbca@gmail.com 

website: https://centralok.mbca.org 

Regional Director—South Central Region 

Brett Jurick 

241-773-7820 or bjurick@tx.rr.com 

 

Officers– Central Oklahoma Section 

President 

Jeff Leatherock 405-943-5657 

Vice President 

Carol Fisher  405-752-5959 

Secretary 

Suzen Rodesney 405-640-5330 

Treasurer 

Lance Highfill  405-659-0212 

 

Directors– Central Oklahoma Section 

Greg Morgan  405-615-2501 

Ken Wells  405-340-1636 

Tom Whiteley  405-692-3475 

 

Past President—Central Oklahoma Section 

Charles Woods 405-359-2821 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America-Central-Oklahoma-Section-116487505215294 
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