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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Summertime! 

In my opinion, May and June are the best 
time of year in Oklahoma (except for the 
storms, of course). It reminds me how 
beautiful our state can be. The best time for 
top down cruising. Also the time we 
celebrate Mother’s Day and Father’s Day. If 
you are fortunate enough to have parents 
still living, please hold them closely and 
share your love. If you are like so many of us who no longer have 
parents living, cherish the memories.  

By the time you read this the Red River Showcase will have been 
concluded. Probably. Or hopefully. And I’m sure it was a great 
success that provided memories that will last a lifetime for many 
of us there. I know I’ll never forget it. Regardless of how hard I try. 
May 20 update Another chapter in the adventure. Let’s reset the 
fun clock for June 28! 

(Continued on page 2) 

Jeff Leatherock, President 
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In all seriousness, we will look back on this fondly in a few years, after we have made the Red River Showcase 
the best club event in the central United States. I am thankful for the local effort of Greg Morgan, Paul 
Rodesney, and Charles Woods as they have put in countless hours and made (in some cases) financial 
commitments in the hopes of providing a good and entertaining weekend for our fellow members. And 
spread the love of Mercedes-Benz. 

The picnic at Hafer Park in Edmond is our June meeting on the 15th beginning at 11am. A regional event, we 
have invited our fine Tulsa area friends from the Eastern Oklahoma Section to join us. Hamburgers and hot 
dog are fresh grilled for us. Chips, sides, soft drinks and ice cream are all on the menu. This event is free of 
charge to all. But we do ask that you let us know if you plan to attend so we can get an accurate head count. 

Seems like every issue I close out by saying it is an honor to serve as your section president. When I see the 
effort of so many good people working to help our section succeed, and realize all I have to do is smile and 
shake hands, it makes it easy for me to say it is an honor and a privilege! 

(Continued from page 1) 

http://www.allstarmotors.com/
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Jun 1 8am Coffee & Cars, Northpark Mall, OKC 

Jun 6-8  Tulsa Leake Collector Car Auction, Tulsa Fairgrounds, River Spirit Expo          
  visit leakecar.com for information 

Jun 15 11am Annual Section Picnic, Hafer Park, Edmond (see below for details) 

Jun 28-30 Red River Concours d’Elegance and Car Show,                                        
  Marriott Champions Circle, Fort Worth, TX (see page 8 & 9 for details) 

Jul 6 8am Coffee & Cars, Northpark Mall, OKC 

Jul 16 7pm Monthly Dinner Meeting, Charleston’s, Bricktown 

Jul 20 10am Board of Director’s Meeting, MBOKC 

Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

SECTION PICNIC INFORMATION 

Our annual section picnic will be June 15, 2019, at 11am-1:30pm. Lunch will be hamburgers and 

hot dogs served from 11:30am-12:30pm catered by A & D Smoker. Soft drinks and bottled water 

will be provided along with ice cream for dessert! There is no charge for attendees, but we request 

that anyone planning to attend RSVP no later than June 8, 2019. Please RSVP by clicking the 

‘register here’ box on our website at https://www.mbca.org/node/7393506. Invite a friend! 

If you prefer to register by email or phone, please send an email to central.ok.mbca@gmail.com 

with the names and contact information of attendees or call Jeff Leatherock, Hammer & Dolly 

(405) 943-5657 please leave a message. 

COLLECTOR CAR INSURANCE 

https://www.mbca.org/node/7393506
mailto:central.ok.mbca@gmail.com


Sooner Star News  —  May / Jun 2019 Issue  —  Page 4 

https://www.mercedesbenzofokc.com/


Sooner Star News  —  May / Jun 2019 Issue  —  Page 5 

https://raffle.mbca.org/
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Event Report 

March Dinner Meeting  
by Suzen Rodesney 

When you live in Oklahoma, you can be assured that at some point in time 
you will get to interact with a real cowboy. At the Central Oklahoma Section 
monthly meeting, we were all treated a visit by “Cowboy Mike”, (Michael 
Grauer) who is the National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum 
curator. Wearing a checked shirt, a hat like John Wayne and Sam Elliott 
wore in the movies, jeans, a rope and boots, Mike told our group a little 
about “the Hall” and the history of cowboys and their gear. 

No, cowboys didn’t originate in Oklahoma or Texas, but rather in Africa. 
Most all cowboy skills originated with roping and herding skills. If a cowboy 
can’t work a rope, they couldn’t be a cowboy. West African slaves had 
roping skills. They moved into the Moorish area of the continent, where the 
Moors conquered the Spaniards and taught them herding skills for horses. 
The Spanish rancheros taught Mexicans. Mexican vaqueros taught Texans. 
Cows and horses were herded up through Texas clear to Canada, west to 
California and east of the Rockies. 

The famous cattle drives usually occurred from October to March. 
With the advent of the Transcontinental Railroad, Abilene Texas 
became the primary spot to receive cattle. There were three primary 
types of cowboy after the Civil War- the Drovers who took the cattle 
to market, ranch hands and day hands. A cowboy was typically an 18
-25 year old single man.  The work force was about 80% Caucasian, 
and 20% were Hispanic, American Indian or African Americans; and 
most were illiterate.  It would take about 3 months to move 1500-
2500 head cattle. Most cowboys did not own their own horses, but 
they did own their saddle.  And most cowboy words we know today 
are derived from Spanish. Their work day 
was from “can’t see to can’t see”! 

The chuck wagon that we think of today was invented by Charles Goodnight in 
1866.  With the men that needed to be fed, the wagon was the way to set up and 
keep the cowboys going with sustenance.  They ate lots of beans, potatoes, and 
prunes.  Scurvy was common as vegetables were hard to come by.  The BBQ phrase 
means meat cooked over a fire (seared meat). When the cowboys made it to town- 
they wanted fried chicken! 

Generally a cowboy did not carry a rifle.  They carried a short rifle that they didn’t 
have to worry about going off while riding.  Their hats were actually a type of 
“umbrella” to help keep the rain off.  Since most hats were made by Stetson, all 

(Continued on page 7) 

Michael Grauer  

“Cowboy Mike” 

Cowboy Mike and Carol Fisher 

40 attendees at March Meeting at                                      

1492 New World Latin Cuisine in Casady Square 
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cowboy hats were called Stetson with a “Carlsbad crease”.  A kerchief was 
used to keep the dust out of their nose and mouth.  It also served as a “first 
aid” kit of sorts, functioning as a sling if you got hurt on the drive.  The 
cowboys had to doctor themselves.  Their wool coat is a jacket and was 
relatively thin.  A vest was worn to layer underneath, and had pockets.  Long 
sleeve shirts were work buttoned up and the sleeves helped to keep the dirt 
out.  Wrist cuffs help a cowboy keep from getting rope burn. Chaps were 
leather and split down the side 
for easy wear.  The original 
Levi’s did not have a belt loop, 
and only one back pocket. 

Ultimately, the entire purpose 
of the cowboys work was about 

selling beef.  Since a cowboy only got paid about $1 a day, 
getting the cows to market quickly allowed them to get 
another job.  While it was rough work, as “Cowboy Mike” 
said, “ Who doesn’t dream about growing up to be a 
cowboy?”.  It appears he got his wish. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Mrs. Cowboy Mike and Cowboy Mike 

Bill & Pat Nash, Suzen & Paul Rodesney, and Dickk Woolbright 

https://www.silverstarimports.com/
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grmorgan41@gmail.com 

2019 Red River Concours @ DFW Marriott Hotel & Golf Club 

https://www.foldsofhonor.go 

mailto:grmorgan41@gmail.com
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1557949821363&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://www.foldsofhonor.org/
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Event Report 

Blue Sage Studio Tour & Shop 
by Suzen Rodesney 

When we stepped into Blue Sage Studio, Saturday 
morning, March 30, the brisk morning breezes 
disappeared with the warmth from the 2500-degree 
glass blowing oven. Owned by Andy Boatman, the 
studio has a gorgeous light fixture made from a 
multitude of blown glass shapes that hangs over 
head. The shelves are stocked with bowls 
reminiscent of some early Chihuly wavy styles. There 
are pieces made by art students for sale, and items 
that you wish graced your shelves as well! 

Those in attendance received a tutorial on how to 
begin a glass blowing project. Lisa Leatherock, Tena 
Highfill, and Suzen Rodesney all made a simple piece 

to take home, with Andy Boatman’s help! All pieces begin with starter glass kept 
molten in one of the ovens. Once the glass is attached to the pipe, the fun begins. 
What is amazing is that the pipe must be kept spinning at all times. Not necessarily 
fast, but moving so that the glass doesn’t fall off the pipe. 

Tena was the first to select her project and decided a glass 
flower was in her future. Picking the glass colors was 
probably the toughest decision, but a multicolored option 
appealed to Tena. Using what can only be described as 
large oversized glass tweezers, pinching and molding 

occurred while spinning the glass to help 
create the shape of the bloom. Andy 
helped, but you can see all of the 
participants had a great time with their 
creations. 

Lisa and Suzen opted to created 
paperweights. Using two colors 
created the swirls and poking 
the glass orbs created the 
bubbles found in the 
paperweight. They both got to 
use a wooden round shaped 
scoop that was cooled in water 
to create the perfect round ball.   

 
(Continued on page 12) 

Andy Boatman 

Suzen Rodesney 

Tena Highfill 

Lisa Leatherock 
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Thomas Silver, Enid 
 

Jeff Wills, Oklahoma City 
 

Ashley Schlesinger, Edmond 
 

Bruce Rodesney, Oklahoma City 
 

Jeffrey Caradine, Lawton 
 

Dale Reid, Oklahoma City 
 

John Temple, Edmond 

Welcome New Members 

Everyone agreed “tapping” their project off the 
pipe was pretty fun, and watching the colors of the 
projects glow as the sharp edges were “fired” off 
was pretty too! 

Unbelievable, it takes 12 hours for the projects to 
cool down enough to take home. Jane Woods and 
Paul Rodesney said that next time they would 
make a project too! It was a lot of fun and Andy 
was an excellent teacher!   

(Continued from page 11) 

 

Andy Boatman; Paul & Suzen Rodesney; Lisa Leatherock; Tena Highfill; Jane Woods 

Tena Highfill’s flower Lisa Leatherock’s paperweight Suzen Rodesney’s paperweight 
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https://www.mbca.org/travel


Sooner Star News is sponsored by Mercedes-Benz of Oklahoma City 
Thank you for your support! 

P. O. Box 21040 
Oklahoma City, OK 73156-1040 
email: central.ok.mbca@gmail.com 
website: https://centralok.mbca.org 
 
Officers– Central Oklahoma Section 
President 
Jeff Leatherock 405-943-5657 
leatherock@aol.com 

Vice President 

Carol Fisher 405-752-5959 
afisher@centraloc.edu 

Secretary 

Suzen Rodesney 405-640-5330 
suzen.rodesney@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Lance Highfill 405-659-0212 
lkhighfill@cox.net 

Directors– Central Oklahoma Section 
Greg Morgan 405-615-2501 
grmorgan41@gmail.com 
Ken Wells  405-340-1636 
ken@kenscougars.com 
Tom Whiteley 405-692-3475 
whiteleyt@att.net 
 
Newsletter Editor—Central Oklahoma Section 
Lisa Leatherock 405-943-5657 
leatherock@att.net 
 
Past President—Central Oklahoma Section 
Charles Woods 405-359-2821 
charlesbwoods1@gmail.com 
 
Regional Director—South Central Region 
Brett Jurick   241-773-7820 
bjurick@tx.rr.com 

https://www.facebook.com/Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America-Central-Oklahoma-Section-116487505215294 
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