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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Greetings! 

As I write this, the Omicron variant is wreaking 
havoc, and our ability to gather is being 
“challenged”. Recent news suggests this is a fast
-moving wave that will drop off as quickly as it 
hit. We hope so and will plan meetings 
according to what is happening in a shorter time 
frame than we have in the past. Please bear 
with us during this period. 

2021 ended with our best stretch of meetings I can remember, at 
least for the last couple of years. Good times and attendance were a 
constant at Mathis Design Studio in November and the Christmas 
Party at Gaillardia Country Club. Excellent turnout and a real feeling 
of returning to the pre-Covid days. I hope it continues in 2022. 

Speaking of Mathis Design Studio, this was the second time in three 
years that the Mathis Brothers have put on a big wingding for us and 
they have asked for zero in return. The Mathis companies are a solid 
customer of the Mercedes-Benz brand, and they approached our 
club section with the idea of hosting our meeting both times. Lori 
Boren; store manager, Becky Page; and their associates 
implemented plans that Bill Mathis signed off on. I am incredibly 
thankful for what I feel is the largest show of support for our club 
section in all my years of membership.  

Our January meeting is our traditional long-term member 
recognition meeting. We missed it last year and I am happy to say 
that we will be able to meet at the Grand House on North Classen. 
Wouldn’t be January without it. I have to say that, for me, it is 
bittersweet because members who were supportive and mentors 
for me have gone on since our last time there. 

February has us at Johnnie’s Charcoal Broiler on Britton Road. This is 
rescheduled from November, when they were gracious enough to 
let us cancel with short notice and no cost. Their meeting room is a 
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Are you interested in advertising in our section’s newsletter,  
Sooner Star News? 

or do you know anyone who is?  

Anyone can advertise in our newsletter.  

No Mercedes-Benz affiliation required.  

 
Annual ad rates are:  

Full page with named newsletter sponsorship $1000 
Full page (approx. 9.5” x 7.5”) $500 

Half page (approx. 4.75” x 7.5”) $350 
1/4 page (approx. 4.75” x 3.75”) $200 

Business Card (approx. 2” x 3.5”) $100 
 

Advertising rates include a color ad in our digital edition distributed by email to over 250 

addressees; free link to your business website in our digital edition posted in the newsletter 

section of our club website and in the advertising section of our club website; black and 

white ad in our print edition; print edition copies for distribution at your business.  

 

Please contact any Section Officer or Director (see page 12)  

for more information or to place your ad. 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 The Star® Magazine 

 Local, Regional, National & select International Events 

 Discounts on Parts, Service & Accessories 

 Germany Trips 

 Membership Rebate 

Membership $55 (1) year; $107 (2) years; $157 (3) years 

www.facebook.com/MercedesBenzClubofAmerica 

www.linkedin.com/company/mercedes-benz-club-of-america 

www.instagram.com/mercedesbenzclubofamerica 

Visit mbca.org/join-today 

Call 800.637.2360 

Join the Club 
Get the most out of the marque you love 

Apply Online 

great venue for us IMO; the menu has been an OKC 
institution for nearly 50 years; and the bar service has 
been a great addition to the experience.   

March is our “get out the house month” where we 
will have our regular monthly meeting at Spazio 
Ristorante, Italian Restaurant. A nice, family-owned 
place, that is always ready and willing to help us 
during these difficult times. Thanks to Greg Morgan 
for finding this gem. We will also make our annual 
pilgrimage to Enid for the Boy Scouts Car Show, 
lunch, a tour of John Bowers’ auto collection and a 
possible visit to Simpson’s Old Time Museum. 

Our section election will be later this year. If you have 
a desire to serve, please contact myself or any board 
member. 

The MBCA National is continuing the suspension of 
the section rebates. This means we will be working 
with less money than prior years. One item we are 
putting on a diet are door prizes at the monthly 
dinner meetings. We will have the oil change that 
MBOKC so graciously provides to us (Thank you Todd 
Bondy!), as well as, $25 Amazon gift cards. If you 
would like to contribute items for our door prize 
closet, please contact myself or Tena Highfill at 
lkhighfill@cox.net. 

I love this club. Thanks for being a member. 

It is an honor to serve as your section President. 
Thank you for making it so easy.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Jan 18 7pm  Monthly Dinner Meeting, Long-Term Member Recognition Night 
   Grand House Asian Bistro, 2701 North Classen Blvd, OKC 

Feb 15 7pm  Monthly Dinner Meeting 
   Johnnie’s Charcoal Broiler, 2652 West Britton Road, OKC 

Mar 4-6   OKC Auto Show 
   OKC Fairgrounds, Bennett Event Center, OKC 

Mar 15 7pm  Monthly Dinner Meeting 
   Spazio Ristorante, 10600 South Penn Ave, OKC 

Mar 26 8am  Cimarron Council Boy Scouts of America Car Show 
   Garfield County Fairgrounds, 111 West Purdue Ave, Enid 

Apr 9 10am  Board of Directors Meeting 
   Mercedes-Benz of OKC, 14240 Broadway Extension, Edmond 

for Coffee & Cars events & locations, see page 11 

Upcoming Events 

  

Bauer Car Connection, Inc 
2208 W. Hefner Road, Suite D, Oklahoma City, OK 

Phone – 405-751-5200 Fax – 405-751-5266 

email – sales@bauersharpercars.com 

bauersharpercars.com Gregory J. “Bud” Bauer 

The Bauer Family has been in the automobile business in Oklahoma for over 60 years. We 
specialize in selling and trading European and Special Interest Vehicles. We pay top dollar $$$ 

to buy your car, or we will sell your car on consignment and take care of all details. 

The International Society of Professional Valuers 

SERVICES 
• Diminished Value Expert 

• Consultant 

• Mediator and Umpire in resolving vehicle issues 

• Determine Accident-Related Issues 

• State Value Appraisals 

http://bauersharpercars.com/
mailto:sales@bauersharpercars.com
http://bauersharpercars.com/
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Event Report 

November Dinner Meeting 
Our section member, Bill Mathis, and Mathis Brothers Furniture 
invited us to their Design Studio for our November 16th Dinner 
Meeting.  

Members and guests began arriving at 6:00pm for complimentary 
drinks and hors d’oeuvres while socializing and enjoying the sound 
of guitar by musician, Greg Singleton. At 7:00 a buffet style meal 
was provided by Mathis Brothers and Ranch Steakhouse.  

After dinner, our group went up to the Design Studio mezzanine 
for our meeting where we were greeted by an impressive surprise, 

(Continued on page 5) 
Brooke Van Horn, Gary & Chris Johnston Ray & Kitty Cornelison, Kelsey & Roland Walters 

Musician, Greg Singleton Jimmy Tilton Stacey & Craig Glasscock 

Tony Marruchella, Kenny Hoffman & Mike Dippel 
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giant lighted letters B E N Z! They were used as a great photo op for 
several attending members. Coffee, bottled water, pastries and cookies 
with Mercedes-Benz logo icing were provided during our meeting. MBCA  
National Secretary/Treasurer and our former section President, Charles 
Woods,  gave a brief account of his experience at our club’s most recent 
national event that took place in Hilton Head Island, South Carolina, 
called Mercedes Freude. Our meeting adjourned about 8:30pm, but not 
before we took a group photo! 

Thank you Mathis Brothers, Bill Mathis, Lori Boren, and Becky Page for a great event! 

(Continued from page 4) 

Paul Rodesney, Jeff Leatherock, Suzen Rodesney, 
Carolyn Bullard & Ken Wells 

Elizabeth & C.D. Schmidt 

Suzen & Paul Rodesney 

Tracee Symes, Denise Berry, Mel Brazell,               
David Rogers, Bruce & Jo Ewing 

Bruce Rodesney 

Steve Murrell 
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https://www.mercedesbenzofokc.com/
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107 Body Odometer and Clock Repair 
by Lance Highfill 

Do you have any idea what time it is or how many miles you have driven? Does your Mercedes-Benz 107 
clock and odometer always report the same time and mileage? If you drive a 107 and want to rely on the 
clock and odometer they will eventually require some attention. Thanks to the internet and various 
Mercedes-Benz technical forums, it’s not too difficult to repair these items yourself. 

I recently had the opportunity to research and make repairs to the 
instrument cluster on several 107s. I was able to use online forums (see 
below for the links used) to walk me through the process of removing the 
instrument cluster and making the repairs. To me the most difficult part of 
the job is removing the steering wheel, as the steering wheel bolt is usually 
really tight. I used an old two-by-four to wedge the steering wheel in place, 
so I could use a large breaker bar to remove the bolt. Once the steering 
wheel is out of the way, the instrument cluster just pulls forward and you 
disconnect several connections to complete the removal. With the instrument cluster on a work bench, it is 
fairly easy to disassemble and access the inner workings of the clock and odometer.   

Based on the information I read, the clocks from this era typically fail due to bad 
capacitors. With access to the clock mechanism, it is fairly simple to remove the 
old capacitor(s) and solder in new ones. There are typically two capacitors (see 
link below) in these clocks (however, one of the 
clocks I repaired from a late ‘89 107 only had 
one). The parts are inexpensive, as you only need 
the capacitors (you can buy 25 capacitors for less 
than $10 online) some solder and a small tip 
soldering iron. I worked on three clocks and was 
able to repair two of them. The third may have 

been damaged by the nuclear level soldering iron I used before I purchased 
one more suited for small electronics.  

The odometers in the 107s use an electric motor and five plastic 
gears to turn the odometer. Over time the plastic used to make 
three of the gears breaks down and the gears fail. Once you remove 
the speedometer head unit from the instrument cluster, it’s very 
easy to access the odometer gears. New gears may be ordered from 
several online sources. The replacement gears I used came from 
Pelican Parts for less than $75 including shipping. In order to obtain 
the correct gear set, you have 

to remove the old gears and count the teeth on the bottom gear (it 
may have 12 to 18 teeth). The BenzWorld.org forum instructions are 
excellent, link provided below. This link walks you through every step 
of the process and contains numerous pictures of the various steps. 
The tricky part of this repair is removing and replacing the drive gear 
on the end of the electric motor that runs the odometer. You have to 
be careful not to pull or push on the shaft too hard, as you can 
damage the electric motor.  

 

clock 

back of instrument cluster 

clock capacitors 

Back of clock circuit board 

View of odometer gears 

(Continued on page 8) 
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If you decide to perform one (or both) of these 
repairs, it’s a good idea to replace the approximately 
14 light bulbs in the instrument cluster at the same 
time. While you have the access, take the time to 
clean the plastic lenses and faces of the speedometer, 
tachometer, clock and gauges.   

 
Clock repair link:  https://www.benzworld.org/threads/repair-your-r107-clock-for-2-58.1502670/  

Open the three PDF’s in this link for step by step for clock capacitor replacement.  

Odometer repair link: https://www.benzworld.org/threads/steering-wheel-removal-and-odometer-repair-tutorial.1495136/ 

Close view of bad odometer gears Odometer gear with teeth missing 

(Continued from page 7) 

2022 Section Board of Directors Election 

We’re getting a jump start on seeking members (or associate members) who have an interest in serving on our Section’s Board 
of Directors.  

Becoming a board member is a great opportunity to meet other members and increase your involvement in our club section. 
Members who sit on the board should be willing and able to attend quarterly board meetings; participate in the planning of 
section events; exchange periodic emails to achieve board and section objectives; and attend section functions throughout the 
year.  

Our section election will be late summer 2022. Elected Directors will serve a two-year term beginning November 1st. If you are 
interested in serving on our Board, please contact any current section board member (see page 12).  

https://www.benzworld.org/threads/repair-your-r107-clock-for-2-58.1502670/
https://www.benzworld.org/threads/steering-wheel-removal-and-odometer-repair-tutorial.1495136/
https://www.silverstarimports.com/
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Our section President, Jeff Leatherock, presented our section’s Member 
of the Year Award to Lance Highfill.  Thank you Lance and Tena for all 
your hard work and dedication. You are greatly appreciated! 

Following the presentation, section board member, Ken Wells, emceed 
our traditional “Dirty Santa” style gift exchange. Keeping up with prior 
years, there were several bottles of booze unwrapped and then stolen, 
and stolen again. Liquor is a consistent hit with a majority of this bunch! 

Event Report 

Tena Highfill, Jeff Leatherock 

Pat & Bill Nash, C.D. & Elizabeth Schmidt Kris & Ed Sawyer Lisa Leatherock, Ken Wells 

Sunshine Higgins Steve Murrell, C.D. Schmidt, Paul Rodesney Patty & Juan Franco 

Brooke Van Horn, Julie Deighton 

Member of the Year, Lance Highfill 

Christmas Party 
Our section’s 2021 Christmas Party was Tuesday, December 7, at Gaillardia Country Club. Thanks to MBCA 
member, Dr. Bob Wilson, for sponsoring us. Forty-three MBCA members and guests arrived at 6:30pm for 
cocktails. Gaillardia’s bar was fully stock with a variety of sodas, wines, beers, whiskeys, and liquors for 
mixed drinks. Our bartender made a delicious Margarita! Attendees chose a dinner entrée of either Atlantic 
Salmon, Garlic Roasted Chicken Breast or Filet Mignon. Each dinner included Caesar salad, scalloped pota-
toes, sauteed green beans and dinner rolls. Dessert choices were cheesecake or chocolate cake.  

 

(Continued on page 10) 
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The evening ended with our door prize drawings. Door 
prizes were MBOKC oil change certificates and 
Amazon Gift Cards valued between $100-$300. 
Charles Woods won a $100 Amazon Gift Card and 
donated it back to the club to sponsor two new 
members by paying their first year of membership 
dues. The Highfills donated a $300 Amazon Gift Card 
that they won back to the club for future door prizes. 

(Continued from page 9) 

Lisa Leatherock Roland Walters Charles Woods Patrick Deighton Debbie Smoak 

Kelsey Walters, Kitty Cornelison Tom Whiteley 

Greg Morgan, Bruce Rodesney Don & Tina Majors, Mary Davis & Max McTeer Tena & Lance Highfill 
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Welcome New 
Members! 

Mel Brazell, Oklahoma City 

Marci Byrd, Oklahoma City 

Julie Deighton, Guthrie 

Marc Maddox, Edmond 

Karriem Washington, Lawton 
 

Thank you 
Membership 
Renewals! 

Melvin & Carol Auten, 2009 

Todd Bondy, 2017 

Ray Cornelison, 2014 

Rodney Hester, 1997 

Tim Higgins, 2018 

Max McTeer, 2019 

Grant Nichols, 2019 

Roger & Melissa Padgham, 1999 

Danny Powell, 2016 

Bryant Riffe, 1995 

Donald Rogers, 2006 

 

Thank you for everything you do to help make our club a success! 

You are greatly appreciated! 

Coffee and Cars 
Coffee and Cars OKC  

first Saturday of each month from 8am-11am 
Chisholm Creek  

13230 Pawnee Drive, Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
(near Western and Memorial) 

 
Coffee and Cars Norman 

second Saturday of each month from 8am-10:30am 
Crest Foods 

1421 24th Avenue NW, Norman, OK 73069 
 

Coffee and Cars Yukon 
(aka Yukon Nights Cruise In) 

third Saturday of each month from 6pm-9pm 
Plaza at Stone Mill 

2121 South Yukon Parkway, Yukon, OK 73099 
 
 

For more information, visit coffeeandcars.com 

HELP WANTED 
Articles and event reports for Sooner Star News  

are welcomed and appreciated 
Please submit to leatherock@att.net      

http://www.allstarmotors.com/
http://coffeeandcars.com/
mailto:leatherock@att.net


Sooner Star News is sponsored by Mercedes-Benz of Oklahoma City 
Thank you for your support! 

P. O. Box 21040 
Oklahoma City, OK 73156-1040 
email: central.ok.mbca@gmail.com 
website: https://centralok.mbca.org 
 
Officers– Central Oklahoma Section 
President 
Jeff Leatherock 405-943-5657 
leatherock@aol.com 

Vice President 
Carol Fisher 405-752-5959 
afisher@centraloc.edu 

Secretary 
Suzen Rodesney 405-640-5330 
suzen.rodesney@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Lance Highfill 405-659-0212 
lkhighfill@cox.net 

Directors– Central Oklahoma Section 
Greg Morgan 405-615-2501 
grmorgan41@gmail.com 
Ken Wells  405-340-1636 
ken@kenscougars.com 
Tom Whiteley 580-512-6317 
whiteleyt@att.net 
 
Newsletter Editor—Central Oklahoma Section 
Lisa Leatherock 405-943-5657 
leatherock@att.net 
 
Past President—Central Oklahoma Section 
Charles Woods 405-359-2821 
charlesbwoods1@gmail.com 
 
Regional Director—South Central Region 
Brett Jurick   214-773-7820 
bjurick@tx.rr.com 

https://www.facebook.com/Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America-Central-Oklahoma-Section-116487505215294 

 

 

 

 

mailto:central.ok.mbca@gmail.com
https://centralok.mbca.org
mailto:leatherock@aol.com
mailto:afisher@centraloc.edu
mailto:suzen.rodesney@gmail.com
mailto:lkhighfill@cox.net
mailto:grmorgan41@gmail.com
mailto:ken@kenscougars.com
mailto:whiteleyt@att.net
mailto:leatherock@att.net
mailto:charlesbwoods1@gmail.com
mailto:bjurick@tx.rr.com
https://www.facebook.com/Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America-Central-Oklahoma-Section-116487505215294
https://www.facebook.com/Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America-Central-Oklahoma-Section-116487505215294

