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Chaparral Sec  on Board Mee  ngs occur every second Thursday at 5:30 PM at Mercedes-Benz of Tucson, 6350 
E Grant Rd, Tucson, AZ.  For na  onal Mercedes-Benz club informa  on, go to www.mbca.org.  The Chaparral 
Sec  on “Trading Post” and other local news are posted at www.tucsonsmercedesclub.org. The Saguaro Star 
newsle  er is published four  mes per year.  We announce new events, date changes and other important in-
forma  on electronically.  Not receiving our e-news?  Contact any of our Board members (see the list on page 
2), email us at tucsonsmercedesclub@gmail.com) or click the “Contact Us” link on our home page at www.
tucsonsmercedesclub.org
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Michael and Mary Turner have lived in Tucson since 1988. Mary is the 
the Director of Training for a local optical software company, and a 
lecturer for 2 Universities.  Michael retired from the US Army after a 26 
year career in long-haul telecommunications maintenance, and works 
as a System Management Specialist for IBM.

Our introduction to Mercedes-Benz automobiles came during our 5 
years in Germany, in such places as Köln, Worms, Gießen and Secken-
heim. I absolutely marveled at the diesel taxis and the military UNI-
MOG vehicles.  Hence, the front vanity plate on our 2008 C300 Sport 
Sedan, which is used as a daily driver.  

We enjoy the fun and comradery of the club activities, the driving and 
social events and look forward to many more years as members of the 
Chaparral Section.

Michael & Mary Turner
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Mike Zonnefeld
President
520-749-3575
MikeZonn@aol.com

Michael Turner
Director
520-743-3437
mrmgturner@earthlink.net

Steve Ross
Regional Director
619-508-3925
inewsx@sbcglobal.net
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Fred Finney
Secretary
520-297-2485
fvfi nney@comcast.net

Michael Cooper
Treasurer
520-326-9733
michael_31475@msn.com

Jerry Tucker
Director
520-529-1978
jerry@tuckerhome.us

Ed Gladish
Director
520-577-8621
e.gladish@comcast.net

Lynn Davison
Vice President /
Events Coordinator
520-885-6669
crackerdog@cox.net

               President’s Message...

For the Chaparral Section, MBCA
Mike Zonnefeld
President

Report: 2015 Southwest Region

O
ur section keeps up its membership growth and 
we have had some great events already this 

year.

One of the presentations concerned the many benefi ts 
of our MBCA web site, www.mbca.org, and we were re-
minded how valuable an asset this is to Mercedes-Benz 
owners. It is often overlooked and taken for granted. 
Take the time to check it out and by all means check out 
the pull-down menus as there is a wealth of information 
available for you.

We had a long discussion about the $6 dues increase per 
year. It was noted this is the second increase in 4 years. 
A quick review of the many benefi ts for members makes 
the new $55 per year a real bargain. The exceptional 
STAR magazine, advertising for members, the web site 
resources, dealer discounts and our section events make 
this an outstanding value. We discussed better ways to 
take more advantage of current technology, namely Face-
book and Twitter.

MBCA and our local Chaparral Section are unique and 
valuable assets for our members. Remember too that if 
you get a new member to join, your own MBCA member-
ship is extended.

We hope to see you at one of our next exciting events.  
See our website and this newsletter for all the details.

Mike Bailey
Director
520-591-4789
jammerkiller@hotmail.com

Kenneth George
Director / Advertising
520-408-7255
kagandegg@q.com

President‛s Meeting...

Your president just returned from the MBCA Southwest 
Region meeting held in Scottsdale, AZ. Attending Sec-
tions were the Las Vegas Section, San Diego Section, Los 
Angeles Section and the Chaparral Section; the meeting 
was most informative.
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Photos courtesy: 

Matthew Crawford, 
Desert Stars Section

http://www.la-mbca.com/articles.html

Southwest Star

A new media resource in currently available to everyone in the MBCA. The Los Angeles Section 
has been compiling the Southwest Star for about one year now, and the magazine has really 
taken off as an authoritative source of information for the Southwest Region.  The main reason 
is because 90% of the content comes from the Southwest Region sections’ newsletters. Give it a 
try and let us know what you think about it.

                                Southwest Region Meeting...

Tanque Verde Guest Ranch Lunch and Sweetheart Mixer
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Membership has it’s rewards
Mercedes-Benz Club member specials

Mercedes-Benz of Tucson values the Mercedes-Benz Club members and their patronage. So we’d like to say thank you for 

your loyalty by extending to you exclusive offers. Please contact your Service Advisor for details. With 15 highly skilled 

technicians -11 of which are Master Certified Technicians, loaner Mercedes-Benz vehicles, and a state-of-the-art service 

center, we’ll ensure your next service visit is exceptional. Mercedes-Benz of Tucson, for a superb ownership experience.    

Mercedes-Benz of Tucson
6350 E. Grant Rd.
www.TucsonMercedes.com     886.1311     
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                                 Upcoming Events...

May 16, 2015 - 14th Annual Copper Classic Car Show in Bisbee!

Please note, the Chaparral Section takes the months of July and August off from all ac-
tivities.  Please visit the Chaparral Section website for the most current information con-
cerning these events and all Section activities.

    http://www.tucsonsmercedesclub.org/

April 11, 2015 - Willcox Wine Tasting Tour

June  13-14 - Run to Pinetop, AZ

April 11,2015 - Cars and Coffee Tucson
The second Saturday of every month, like-minded people bonded by the love of cars gather at 
the AJ’s parking lot at La Encantada for a gathering called “Cars and Coffee.”

Our April wine tasting tour offers a sample of some of Arizona’s best wines, with the option to 
continue the tour on your own. After the tour and tasting, enjoy visiting Willcox “the birthplace 
of Rex Allen”, known as “The Arizona Cowboy” and other interesting attractions. Please RSVP 
with your attendance numbers to Lynn Davison, crackerdog(at)cox.net or (520)885-6669.  See 
you there!

What about Bisbee, that funky little town that was known as the San Francisco of the South-
west?  Our trip to their 15th Annual Copper Classic Car Show offers a great way to sample their 
atmosphere, great shopping, and even better dining. Contact Mike Cooper, michael_31475(at)
msn.com, 520-326-9733.

Tired of hot June and no heat relief?  Go with us on the “Run to the Pines” in Pinetop-Lakeside, 
AZ. The event includes a one night stay in the cool pines with options for longer personal activi-
ty or just kick back and enjoy the cool weather. Contact Ed Gladish, e.gladish(at)comcast.net or 
Jerry Tucker, jerry(at)tuckerhome.us

June 13,2015 - Cars and Coffee Tucson
The second Saturday of every month, like-minded people bonded by the love of cars gather at 
the AJ’s parking lot at La Encantada for a gathering called “Cars and Coffee.”

May 9,2015 - Cars and Coffee Tucson
The second Saturday of every month, like-minded people bonded by the love of cars gather at 
the AJ’s parking lot at La Encantada for a gathering called “Cars and Coffee.”

September 2015 - Mystery Dine and Drive
After our summer break, newish members Mike and Tracy try their hand at leading an event. 
In the tradition of our Event Meister, Lynn Davison, they will come up with an interesting drive 
capped off with a nice meal.  Contact Mike or Tracy at jammerkiller(at)hotmail.com
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                                     Section Events...
DM50 Picnic and 7th Annual Casual Classic Car Show
Michael Turner

O
n Saturday morning March 14, 2015, 10 immacu-
lately prepared Mercedes-Benz automobiles with 

15 Chaparral Section members, set off from the parking 
lot of Pima Community College on 29th Street, for the en-
trance to Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Tucson, AZ.

This year marks the 6th consecutive year the Chaparral 
Section has participated in the DM50 Picnic and Annual Ca-
sual Classic Car Show; a very worthwhile event sponsored 
by the DM50 organization of businesses and members that 
strive to coordinate mission and support activities between 
the US Air Force and the greater Tucson and Southern Ari-
zona areas. This year our parking areas were 3 separately 
staggered rows due to a total attendance of 170+ vehicles.

The were 7 award categories this year. For the 
3rd time, the Chaparral Section had the award 
winning entry for Best in Class of the German 
category; Jack Watters and his 2015 S550 
Coupe.

The coolest 
trophy ever; A 
30mm canon 
round from an 
A10 Thunder-
bolt II (AKA 
The Wharthog)

I want to thank each of you for supporting this 
very worthwhile event.   Michael

1st Place German: Jack Watters 2015 
S550 Coupe
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Tanque Verde Guest Ranch and Tucson Wildlife Center
Lynn Davison and Michael ‘Coop’ Cooper

A gorgeous spring day, lots of Mercedes-Benz sheet metal to admire and an excellent 
lunch buffet were all part of the Chaparral Section’s Sweetheart Mixer at the Tanque 

Verde Guest Ranch on February 21, 2015. 

The members and guests were treated to a monster Photo 
Op, ranging from watching the Board of Directors pose for 
mug shots, to having pictures taken with each member vehi-
cle and the fi nale group photo.

There must be something about that place, because it’s al-
ways our best attended event of the year.  This year we had 
42 members and guests.

After the lunch at the Tanque 
Verde Guest Ranch, there were 
approximately 25 section members 
who stopped by the Tucson Wildlife 
Center which is just west of the 
Tanque Verde Guest Ranch for a 
tour of this facility. 

Our group divided into three groups and were given a tour of the newly dedicated animal hospi-
tal and were shown the special isolated holding pens for bobcats, javelina, coyotes, and all types 
of birds.  The tour also included seeing the very large eagle and hawk fl ight enclosure which is 
used once the birds have been healed enough to be able to fl y and obtain their strength so they 
can be released back into the wild.

                                     Section Events...

A few animals that have been brought in have been so badly injured that they are unable to sur-
vive in the wild. These animals are retained at the center and our tour groups found them quite 
interesting.
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                                     Section Events...

New Chaparral Section MembersNew Chaparral Section Members

Welcome to the Chaparral Section...Welcome to the Chaparral Section...

21st Annual Tubac Collector Car Show
Michael “Coop” Cooper

S
aturday morning, January 31, 2015, 
arrived with the continuation of an 

overnight rain storm that resulted in the car 
show being relocated from the grassy driving 
range to an asphalt parking lot.
The majority of Chaparral Section members 
that were registered for the show, decided 
to stay home.  A hearty group of 8 members 
gathered at the Cow Palace Restaurant in Ama-
do, AZ, (our normal staging point for the car 
show) from around 6:45 a.m. to around 9:00 
a.m. for a wonderful breakfast.

After breakfast, some of the breakfast group, 
including 2 Mercedes-Benz vehicles, drove to 
the Tubac Country Club’s parking lot to either 
enter the show or pick-up their “goodie bags”. 

The winners for Class 20 are:
1st Place – Jack Watters – 2015 Mer-
cedes-Benz S550 Coupe
2nd Place – J. Fiscus - 2007 Mercedes-Benz 
SLK 280 Roadster

More from the DM50 Picnic...

- March 2015
  Mark Lunario - Tucson, AZ 
  Robert Montgomery - Tucson, AZ
  Robbie Porter - Tucson, AZ

- February 2015
  Paul Jaffe - Green Valley, AZ 2004 CLK320 Cabriolet
  Lloyd Billings - Red Rock, AZ

- January 2015
  Gary Caps - Sahuarita, AZ
  Patricia Ostrop - Tucson, AZ            2014 Interstate
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Your 2015 Chaparral Section Board of Directors...

     Director - Mike Bailey          Director - Michael Turner

President - Mike Zonnefeld

Vice President - Lynn Davison     Secretary - Fred Finney          Treasurer- Michael Cooper

Director - Jerry Tucker             Director - Ed Gladish             Director - Kenneth George



Calendar of Events - 2015

Please check the Chaparral Section website for the most current information 
concerning these events and all Section activities.

http://www.tucsonsmercedesclub.org/
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Mary Turner and Elaine Morrison (Mom)

Date Event Host / Contact

April 4, 2015 Kars for Kids, Sierra Vista, AZ Matt Johnson fop28@cox.net

April 11, 2015 Willcox, AZ Wine Tasting Tour Lynn Davison

May 16, 2015 Bisbee Car Show Mike Cooper

June 13 14, 2015 Run to Pinetop AZ Ed Gladish and Jerry Tucker

July & August Dark

September 2015 Mystery Dine & Drive Mike Bailey and Tracey Long

October 17, 2015
9th Annual Tucson Classics Car
Show

Jerry Tucker & Mike Cooper

November 7 or 14 Tanque Verde Guest Ranch BBQ Beverly Maddalone

December 5, 2015 Annual Holiday Party Ed Gladish

January , 2016 Tucson Rally Tracy Long

January , 2016
22d Annual Tubac Collector Car
Show

Michael Cooper

The last arriving members...
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Mercedes-Benz Club of America
Chaparral Section
4641 W Saguaro Cliffs Dr
Tucson, AZ 85745
http://www.tucsonsmercedesclub.org


