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Safety Comes First 
Safety Issue Featuring Mercedes Achievements 
by Marcus Dodson, Sierra Nevada Section Club Newsletter Editor

he issue of The Silver Star 
that you are about to enjoy 
is our preeminent auto-
motive safety issue.  Mer-
cedes-Benz® is no stranger 

to technological innovations and indus-
try awards related to its safety offer-
ings.  When Mercedes puts out a new 
vehicle, or remodels one from its iconic 
line, its safety technology is always at 
the forefront of the industry.  When the 
new generation of the full-size S-Class, 
was revealed in recent years, its safety 
capabilities made it one of the safest 
cars ever put on the market. 
    Inside you’ll find an article about 
current Mercedes-Benz vehicles, in-
cluding their various safety features, as 

well as a historical article on Béla Bar- 
ényi, the father of passive safety.  Also, 
you can read a personal story from one 
of our members who made it through a 
horrible car crash, thanks in large part 
to her Mercedes S-Class sedan. 
    You can read a long list of Mercedes’ 
accomplishments in the field of safety, 
but a personal story from a friend or 
family member can often bring an an-
ecdote to life.  Please check out  the per-
sonal story of Nancy Jarvis and Jan 
Kriss, who recently experienced a 
frightful car accident on their way 
home from California.  We are all so 
glad that they are safe and on the mend, 
and we thank them for sharing their 
story.

AUGUST 19, 2022 
PICNIC & SHOW 

(SEE PAGE 6 FOR DETAILS)
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ave all of my friends be- 
en keeping cool in the 
hot high desert this sum-
mer?  Just when I think it 
can’t get any hotter, my 

thermometer reaches even higher.  Ven-
cil and I have enjoyed some air-condi-
tioned rides around town, as well as 
some evening barbecues once the sun 
starts to set.  Hot August Nights kicks 
off this month, and it’s such a fun event 
to attend every summer.   
    As for our own club happenings, the 
month of July was truly epic.  Early in 
the month, Vencil and I hosted our 
friends at Von Bismarck, which is 
quickly becoming one of our favorite 
spots in town.  I hope that everyone 
who attended had a great time.  Then, 
in mid-July, the much-anticipated Sum-
mer Backyard Party at Christy and 
Marcus Dodson’s home was a fantastic 
hit.  The Christmas-themed party is al-
ways a smashing success, and our club 
looks forward to it every year. 
    For August, we have several exciting 
events on the docket.  In just a couple 
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PRESIDENT’S EXHAUSTPRESIDENT’S EXHAUST

days, on August 3, Rose Mary and Dan 
Clune are hosting the club at Nevada 
Steak at Tamarack Junction Casino in 
Reno.  Bring your appetites, because 
I’m sure everything on the menu is 
going to be mouth-watering.  Then, on 
August 19, LaVern and Carlos Lucovich 
are finally able to host their Annual Pic-
nic and Play at Bartley Ranch Regional 
Park.  The show is Into the Woods, and 
I’ve been told that it is hilariously fun.  
I can’t wait to enjoy these two club 
events with all of you.   
    If you haven’t RSVP’d to these 
events yet, be sure to check the calendar 
at the end of this Newsletter for contact 
info.  Please be reminded that our Star 
of the Year competition is in full swing, 
but the end of the year is sneaking up 
on us.  The person who recruits the 
most new members in 2022 will be re-
warded handsomely at the end of the 
year.  Will it be you?   
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n early July, 28 members of 
the Sierra Nevada Section 
of the Mercedes®-Benz Cl- 
ub of America, including a 
few new faces, gathered at 

Von Bismarck in the Wells District of 
Reno.  Gail and Vencil Wells hosted 
this spectacular evening of good food, 
delicious beer, and delightful conver-
sations.  The restaurant has a unique, 

industrial-chic interior with large win-
dows that look out onto the bustling 
downtown street.  Von Bismarck is a 
modern, family-style restaurant in-
spired by the traditions of Eastern and 
Northern Europe, which includes tra-
ditional beer styles, communal seat-
ing, and shared meals.  This was the 
first time the club had an event at the 
hip eatery, but it certainly won’t be the 
last. 
    Upon arriving at Von Bismarck, gu- 
ests are greeted by a massive portrait of 
Otto von Bismarck that hangs above the 
back bar.  The diplomat and unifier of 
Germany, painted by Reno artist Jaxon 
Northon, majestically gazes down upon 
the intimate dining room.  The 19th-
century German chancellor, and name-
sake of the restaurant, was known for 

Schnapps & Schnitzel 
Club Enjoys Authentic German Restaurant in Wells District of Reno 
by Marcus Dodson, Sierra Nevada Section Club Newsletter Editor

(Continued on Page 4)

THE FIRST CLUB MEMBERS TO ARRIVE  
WERE INVITED TO PARK IN A SPECIAL  

PARKING AREA IN FRONT OF THE  
RESTAURANT THAT THE MANAGER HAD  
CORDONED OFF JUST FOR MERCEDES.
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being an expansive eater.  In his youth, 
he was known to eat a dozen eggs in 
one sitting.  As a military leader, he fa-
mously served a regiment a sumptuous 

Schnapps & Schnitzel
dinner of sardines, caviar, wurst, beef, 
macaroni, mutton, cheese, fresh butter, 
fruit, pudding, and more.  One observer 
of his dietary habits said, “He ate until 

(Continued from Page 3)

the walls burst.”  He was also known to 
drink wine with every meal, even at 
breakfast, along with milk, lemon 

MB
MICHEL BROS. LTD.

Independent Garage

Specializing in Mercedes-Benz 
• Service & Repairs  • Computer Diagnostics  • Fuel Injection  • Transmissions  • Air Conditioning 

• Electrical  • Brakes  • Wheel Alignment  • Brakes  • Large Stock of Mercedes Parts  • Smog Check  

Don’t Trust  
Your Mercedes  
to Anyone Else!

www.MichelBrosLtd.com  (775) 329-1356 
608 E. 5th Street  Reno  Same Location Since 1976

Your  
Mercedes  
Service  

Specialists

(Continued on Page 5)
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ranges from pils to weissbiers to 
märzen to kölsches, and more.  Spe-
cialty cocktails, red and white wine, as-
sorted schnapps, and ciders were also 
available.  For this dinner event, the 
club was given the private outdoor 
patio at Von Bismarck, which was a 
wonderful way to spend a summer 
evening.   
    The club also collected $260.00 to 
help aid the ongoing crisis in Ukraine.  
The next First Wednesday Dinner is 
August 3 at Nevada Steak at Tamarack 
Junction Casino in Reno, hosted by 
Rose Mary and Dan Clune.  To RSVP, 
please reach out to Rose Mary Clune at 
rrickhalo@aol.com or (775) 815-5298.  
Club dinners happen monthly, and 
there are opportunities to host for any-
one who is interested.  For more infor-
mation and to sign up to host a dinner 
or an event, contact Gail Wells at black-
swan342@gmail.com or (307) 763-1701.  
Stay up to date on future club events by 
searching for @SierraNevadaMBCA on 
Facebook. 

(Continued from Page 4)

Schnapps & Schnitzel
water, beer, or sparkling wine in the af-
ternoon.  There seems to be no better 
German figure in history to name a pub 
after.   
    While our group didn’t quite have 
the same voracious appetite as Ger-
many’s first chancellor, lots of dishes 

were shared amongst friends.  These in-
cluded schweinschnitzel, or pork schn- 
itzel, flan cheesecake, sausage sampler 
plates, pretzels with house mustard and 
cheese spread, spätzle, and more.  Beer 
was the main libation, and Von Bis-
marck has an authentic collection that 

EVERYONE ENJOYED THEMSELVES 
AT VON BISMARCK.
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hen was the last time 
you looked around 
your Mercedes®-Benz 
and wondered where 
the various safety 

features came from?  In many cars, even 
non-Mercedes, the odds are pretty good 
that the innovations that make them so 
safe originate from the minds of Mer-
cedes-Benz engineers.  These include 
the crumple zone, airbag, antilock brak-
ing system, electronic traction control, 
automatic child seat recognition, night 
view assist, surround view system, and 
many more.  While many of Mercedes-
Benz lines of cars have these features, 
the flagship S-Class delivers the most 
safety innovations to its drivers.   
    Mercedes-Benz does not tend to 
draw attention to its safety innovations, 
and the company has even licensed its 

Mercedes-Benz began in 1966, then was 
registered as a patent in 1971.  The S-
Class was the first Mercedes model to 
introduce production-ready driver’s 
airbags in 1981.  The importance of this 
innovation was immediately recog-
nized by other manufacturers and was 

patents for use by com-
petitors.  One of the most 
important safety innova-
tions in automobile con-
struction has been the 
safety cage with front and 
rear crumple zones.  Now 
used in nearly every car 
and truck on the road, it 
was first developed by 
Mercedes-Benz.  The rein-
forced structure surrou- 
nds the passenger cabin, 
and the structure of the front and rear 
parts of the car is designed to deform in 
a controlled way to lessen impact forces 
on the chassis and further protect the 
car’s occupants.   
    Mercedes-Benz was one of the first to 
offer airbags in the North American 
market, too.  Airbag development at 

Safest Car on the Road 
Imitation is the Sincerest Form of Flattery 
by Ali Turner, Reporter for the Automotive Industry

(Continued on Page 8)

SHOWING SOME OF THE AIRBAGS  
IN THE FULL-SIZE S-CLASS.

BELOW: S-CLASS SERIES 126  
FROM THE EARLY 80s.  NOTE  

THE SRS AIRBAG EMBOSSED ON THE  
STEERING WHEEL WHICH STANDS FOR  

SUPPLEMENTARY RESTRAINT SYSTEM.



    The newest model of the S-Class has 
adopted a 48-volt-based four-wheel 
steering system, which allows the sedan 
to drive like a much smaller car.  The 
four-wheel steering bases its operation 
on vehicle speed and steering angle.  
Because of this feature, at higher 
speeds, the rear wheels are turned in 
the same direction as the front wheels 
to improve high-speed stability and the 
turn-in response during a lane change.   
    On multi-lane roadways, one of the 
most helpful safety features that your 
car can have is Active Blind Spot Assist 
and Active Lane Keeping Assist.  Blind 
Spot Assist, which comes standard in a 
Mercedes S-Class, uses radar sensors to 
identify a vehicle that is alongside 
yours.  Lane Keeping Assist scans 
markings on the pavement as you 
drive, and the wheel will vibrate if you 
begin to drift out of your lane.  Addi-
tionally, an exit-warning feature tells 
the front seat occupants when it’s un-
safe to open the door. 
    Attention Assist® is another industry 
first, introduced by Mercedes-Benz, that 
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(Continued from Page 7)

Safest Car on the Road
subsequently adopted by the entire au-
tomobile industry.  The airbag went 
from being an optional extra in Mer-
cedes-Benz cars to a standard piece of 
safety equipment in all vehicles. 
    For the 2021 Mercedes-Benz S-Class, 
the company developed impressive 
rear-seat airbags that deploy from the 
back panels of the front passenger seats.  
This brand-new feature had never been 
done in any other automobile, partly 
because of the sheer amount of precise 
engineering it requires.  While front 
airbags are designed to deploy from a 

fixed point, rear airbags must take into 
account the position of the front seat as 
well as what type of passenger is in the 
back of the vehicle.  Mercedes engineers 
paid particular attention to a gentle de-
ployment of the airbag in case people or 
objects in the back of the car are in the 
air bag deployment zone.   
    Mercedes-Benz was the first to use 
anti-lock brakes back in 1978 on its 
W116 S-Class.  Since the 1980s, they 
have been standard equipment on all 
Mercedes cars.  Traction control was in-
troduced following anti-lock brakes, 

and is used to reduce 
the slips of a car’s 
wheels in wet or icy 
conditions.  Next time 
you’re on the road, pay 
attention to how many 
cars around you have 
auxiliary turn signals 
in their outside rear-
view mirrors.  That’s 
another Mercedes-Benz 
innovation that was 
adopted by other auto-
mobile manufacturers. (Continued on Page 9)

ABOVE:  AN E-CLASS WITH THE  
SIDE IMPACT AIRBAGS DEPLOYED.  

BELOW:  S-CLASS WITH REAR 
SEAT AIRBAG DEPLOYED.



additional deceleration prior to the 
impact.  The S-Class has a new exten-
sion of PRESAFE, called Impulse Side, 
that utilizes side-mounted radars to 
track and recognize a potential side 
impact at an early stage.  When a side 
impact is deemed imminent, the car is 
raised up by the E-Active Body Con-
trol suspension.  This lift action moves 
the impact zone lower to the strongest 
part of the car, which allows for less 
intrusion into the passenger safety 
cell.  A new center airbag in the S-
Class deploys between the driver and 
front passenger to reduce the risk of 
them cracking heads in the event of a 
side collision.   
    It’s often said that imitation is the 
sincerest form of flattery, and when it 
comes to safety features, Mercedes has 
been copied by nearly every automobile 
manufacturer in the industry.  The Ger-
man luxury carmaker doesn’t mind, 
though, because safety is a top priority, 
not just for Mercedes drivers, but for 
everyone on the road.
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(Continued from Page 8)

Safest Car on the Road
uses highly advanced sensors to make 
adjustments to correct driving errors.  
This can be particularly helpful when 
driver fatigue is an issue, which can re-
sult in small-to-large errors behind the 
wheel.  While you’re driving, Attention 
Assist will monitor your steering ten-
dencies, as well as how often you inter-
act with the vehicle controls and 
switches.  Outside factors such as cross-
winds and road smoothness are also 
taken into consideration.  Then, if it rec-
ognizes driving errors or situations that 
correlate with drowsiness, it will alert 
you with audible and visual notifica-
tions.   
    Active Distance Assist DISTRONIC® 
is a safety feature on the S-Class that al-
lows the vehicle to maintain a selectable 
set of following distances between itself 
and the car in front, which can be par-
ticularly helpful when cruise control is 
engaged.  This is a wonderful safety fea-
ture, as it causes the car to slow or com-
pletely stop depending on what is 
happening to the car in front of it.   

    Even with all of these aforemen-
tioned safety features, sometimes a col-
lision is imminent.  In the Mercedes 
S-Class, PRESAFE® is an innovation 
that helps prepare the vehicle in the sec-
onds prior to impact.  An extensive net-
work of sensors allows PRESAFE to 
detect what type of collision is about to 
occur.  Then, the vehicle can close the 
windows and sunroof, adjust front 
head restraints and passenger seat, and 
tighten the front seat belts.  PRESAFE 
optimizes the safety systems already in 
place in the Mercedes vehicle, and some 
models even emit a humming noise 
that triggers a reflex inside your ear to 
safeguard it from the pressure of a loud 
crash.   
    In 2010, the Mercedes-Benz experi-
mental safety vehicle, ESF 2009, 
placed on display a new type of 
airbag.  The Braking Bag is situated 
underneath the vehicle and is acti-
vated just before a collision.  It has a 
friction coating to support the vehicle 
against the road surface, providing 

PRE-SAFE IMPULSE WORKS WITH THE E-ACTIVE  
BODY CONTROL TO RAISE THE VEHICLE APPROXIMATELY  

3 INCHES MILLISECONDS BEFORE A SIDE IMPACT.
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775-343-6067 
3751 MILL STREET 
RENO, NEVADA
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YOUR EXPERTS IN 
WHEEL RESTORATION
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 1993 Mercedes®-Benz 
advertisement features 
the image of Hungarian 
inventor Béla Barényi 
with the statement, “No 

one in the world has given more 
thought to car safety than this man.”  In 
addition to creating the concept of pas-
sive safety, Barényi acquired more than 
2,500 patents in many classifications, 
from ships to airplanes to automobiles.  
His most notable safety innovations in-
clude the collapsible steering column 
and the non-deformable passenger cell.  
We’ve previously written about his con-
tributions to Mercedes-Benz with his 
crumple zone technology, which effec-
tively changed the course of vehicle 
safety.  His patents have saved count-
less lives and he’s regarded as the father 
of passive safety.   
    Béla Viktor Karl Barényi was born in 
March 1907 in the town of Hirtenberg 
near Vienna to one of the wealthiest 
families in Austria-Hungary at that 
time.  Because of his family’s socio-eco-
nomic status, Barényi was able to enjoy 
riding in a car from an early age, as his 
family owned an Austro-Daimler.  His 
fortunes changed drastically with the 
onslaught of World War I, when 
Barényi’s father was killed in action.  
The war and the ensuing economic 
downfall in Europe destroyed the fam-
ily’s wealth, and the young boy was not 
even able to attend school for a time. 
    Barényi was determined to get an 
education, however, so he found a way 
to eventually attend the Viennese Tech-
nical College of Mechanical and Electri-
cal Engineering in 1924.  His acumen 
for automotive engineering was appar-
ent from the beginning of his training.  
One of his first design projects at the Vi-
ennese Technical College was the front 

ries was the first Mercedes-Benz vehicle 
that was designed with bodywork de-
veloped to incorporate the crumple 
zone.  It was quickly realized that 
Barényi’s design would revolutionize 
the entire automobile industry.   
    Barényi was an eclectic, effervescent 
man who loved to incorporate morning 
creative rituals in his office.  He would 
hum opera tunes while his secretary 
served his morning coffee, and she 
would delight in attempts to guess the 
tune correctly.  When he left the office 
for the evening, everyone joked that he 
was simply changing his surroundings, 
not stopping his work.  His other 
patents and designs include the Ponton 
body, Pagoda roof, disappearing wind-
screen wiper, deformable steering col-
umn, the Volkswagen chassis, and 
many more.   
    Barényi retired in 1972, but his leg-
end carried on at Mercedes-Benz and in 
Germany.  He had his own exhibition at 
the Deutsches Museum in Munich, and 
two roads are named for him in Europe.  
He was bestowed many honors and 
professional achievements throughout 
his life, including induction into the Au-
tomotive Hall of Fame in Michigan.  He 
died in 1997 in Böblingen, but his mem-
ory lives on with the annual Béla 
Barényi Prize for outstanding achieve-
ments in the field of traffic and automo-
tive transport.

end of an automobile where the 
end piece of the body was a hor-
izontal piece bordered by two 
horizontal body ends.  A few 
years later it would be known as 
the New Look, and it was inte-
grated into many automobiles.   
    Despite graduating with ex-
cellent marks, it would take 
nearly a decade for Barényi to 
find steady work, thanks in large part 
to the ongoing, global economic depres-
sion.  After years of temporary posts, 
freelance work, and a short stint at the 
Society for Technical Progress, Barényi 
set his sights on his dream job at Mer-
cedes-Benz.  He was initially rejected, 
but was then given the opportunity to 
meet one-on-one with Chairman Wil-
helm Haspel.  Barényi, feeling as 
though he had nothing to lose, pro-
ceeded to tell Haspel every single thing 
he believed he had done wrong in the 
design department at Mercedes-Benz.  
Haspel’s response was, “Mr. Barényi, 
you are 15-20 years ahead of your time.  
You will be put under a bell jar in Sin-
delfingen.  Everything you invent will 
go straight to the patent department.”   
    Safety was not a welcomed topic in 
society, particularly in the automobile 
industry, after World War II.  People 
didn’t want to be reminded of the dan-
gers of driving, and the automobile in-
dustry found the topic to be a sales 
killer, even into the 1970s.  Barényi was 
passionate about safety, as was Mer-
cedes-Benz.  His biggest accomplish-
ment for the German automaker came 
in 1951 when he registered the patent 
for the crumple zone.  Barényi was the 
first to recognize that kinetic energy 
should be dissipated by deformation so 
as not to harm the occupants of a vehi-
cle.  The 1959 Tailfin Mercedes W111 se-

Béla Barényi 
Mercedes-Benz Icon & Father of Passive Safety 
by Ali Turner, Reporter for the Automotive Industry
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very year, members of 
the Sierra Nevada Sec-
tion of the Mercedes®-
Benz Club of America 
look forward to one par-

ticular event: the Annual Summer Back-
yard Party.  Hosted by Christy and 
Marcus Dodson and held at their beau-
tiful home in Reno, the Christmas-
themed party is always a big hit.  
Guests come adorned in their finest hol-
iday flair, and are immediately im-
mersed in a winter wonderland, albeit 
at soaring temperatures.   
    Huge ornaments dangle from the tall 
backyard trees, snowflakes dangle from 
twinkling light strands, and festive 
decor sits atop each table.  A large blow-
up snowman greeted guests in the front 
yard, while the backyard had an inflat-
able Santa Claus.  A mix of classic oldies 
and traditional Christmas music floats 
through the air, transporting guests 
from Northern Nevada to the North 

better, was a big hit with the partygoers.   
    A favorite local catering company 
prepared the food, including flour and 
corn tortillas filled with grilled chicken, 
steak, carnitas, refried beans, rice, gua-
camole, salsa, sour cream, cheese, and 
more.  Freshly made cinnamon churros 
were fried onsite and were the perfect 
way to end the meal.  One lucky win-

Pole.  Even the toilet paper 
was festive!  This year’s 
party had a whopping 55 
people attend, including 
members of the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area Section and 
staff from Mercedes-Benz 
of Reno.   
    Prior to the catered din-
ner, appetizers circulat- 
ed throughout, including 
mini cheeseburger sliders 
and chicken and cheese 
taquitos.  Guests were also 
treated to a private bartender who was 
adept at slinging various cocktails, all 
inside a tiki-themed bar.  For this group, 
an experienced bartender is an absolute 
must.  As usual, Manhattans, martinis, 
and Jack Daniels were the top requests.  
Red and white wines, as well as Pacifico 
and Modelo beers, were also available.  
A special Mercedes margarita, which is 
similar to a Cadillac margarita but only 

Merry Christmas in July! 
Another Fantastic & Festive Annual Summer Backyard Party 
by Gail Wells, Sierra Nevada Section Club President

(Continued on Page 14)
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ner’s name was drawn from a bowl, which meant they got 
to take home the coveted snowman piñata.  Michael Garcia 
was delighted to win the piñata, which was filled with candy 
canes and a bottle of red wine.  Rumor has it that next year’s 
Annual Summer Backyard Party in July will be Hawaiian 
luau themed, so find your best leis and tropical attire.   
    The next club event will be the Annual Picnic and Play at 
Bartley Ranch Regional Park in Reno on August 19, hosted 
by LaVern and Carlos Lucovich.  The Sierra School of  

Performing Arts will be performing Into the Woods.  Please 
RSVP to this event by contacting LaVern Lucovich at  
lipinski3541@gmail.com or (775) 882-4697.  Events happen 
monthly, and there are opportunities to host for anyone who 
is interested.  For more information and to sign up to host a 
First Tuesday Dinner or an event, contact Gail Wells.  Stay up 
to date on future club events by searching for @Sier-
raNevadaMBCA on Facebook.  

One of Reno’s Oldest  
& Best Mexican Food  

Restaurants!

RENO 
2205 W. 4th Street 

(775) 323-6466

2 Locations to Serve You
CARSON 

3809 N. Carson Street 
(775) 882-4080

Christmas in July
(Continued from Page 13)



Driving Towards $35 Million  
Donated to Fight Cancer

11500 S Virginia St. Reno, NV 89511 • (855) 661-9151 • MBofReno.com

Blue skies 
and new rides!
Be ready for where this 
Summer takes you.
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Midtown
DIAMONDSDIAMONDS

Your source for custom & diamond jewelry in Reno!

We are pleased to offer you a wide selection  
of diamonds, fine jewelry, watches, gifts, 

one-of-a-kind custom design jewelry, & repairs.

Midtown Diamonds 
777 South Center Street #102, Reno, NV 89501 
(775) 825-3499  MidtownDiamonds.com

Sierra Nevada MBCA 
Board of Directors Meeting 
Location:  Christy and Marcus Dodson’s Home, Reno 
Friday, July 22, 2022 
 
CALL TO ORDER:   

Gail Wells, President, called the Board of Directors meeting to order at 5:48 p.m.  Directors present 
were: Gail Wells, President; Christy Dodson, Secretary; LaVern Lucovich, Treasurer; Patti Lamski, Vice 
President; Marcus Dodson, Newsletter Editor; and Vencil Wells, Board Member. 
 
CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM:   

Vencil Wells confirmed there was a quorum of directors present.  
 
MINUTES:    

Christy Dodson made a motion to approve the previous minutes as printed in the Newsletter.  Marcus 
Dodson seconded the motion.    
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:   

LaVern Lucovich presented the Treasurer’s Report.  The Sierra Nevada Section of the Mercedes®-
Benz Club of America has $5,678.53 in its bank account.  Marcus Dodson made a motion to approve the 
Treasurer’s Report and Vencil Wells seconded it.  
 
SECTION EVENTS: 

The August First Wednesday Dinner will be held at Nevada Steak at Tamarack Junction in Reno on Au-
gust 3, hosted by Rose Mary and Dan Clune.  It will be a prepaid event. 

The annual play at Bartley Ranch in Reno will be on August 19 at 7:30 p.m., hosted by LaVern and 
Carlos Lucovich.  The play this year is Into the Woods.  There will be a picnic before the play at 6:00 p.m. 
and everyone is invited to bring a dish to share.  Tickets have to be prepaid.   

MEETING MINUTESMEETING MINUTES
The September First Tuesday Dinner will be held at the Fox Brewpub in Carson City on September 6 at 

5:30 p.m., hosted by Christy and Marcus Dodson. 
The October First Wednesday Dinner will be held at Hobey’s Steakhouse in Sun Valley on October 5, 

hosted by Christy and Marcus Dodson.   
The Oktoberfest Party will be on October 21, hosted by Christy and Marcus Dodson, and will be held 

at their home in Reno. 
The Club will try to set up the November First Tuesday Dinner at Chi on November 1, hosted by Gail 

and Vencil Wells.   
The Board will ask Ray Rich about the date for the Christmas Party. 
The January First Tuesday Dinner will be held at Pietro’s Famiglia on the 3rd, hosted by Gail and Vencil Wells. 

 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT:    

Marcus Dodson read the Membership Report that was submitted by Marc Dodson.  As of June 2022, 
the club has 88 members, which includes two new members.  
 
NEW BUSINESS:   

The Board discussed the budget for upcoming events, including allocating money for beer and food 
for Christy and Marcus Dodson’s Oktoberfest party, and alcohol and catering for the Annual Christmas 
Party. 

The Club raised $461.00 in donations for the Salvation Army for its Cars and Kettles charity drive. 
 

NEXT MEETING:   
The next Board of Directors meeting will be held in October.  The date and location are to be deter-

mined. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:   

Vencil Wells made a motion for the meeting to adjourn and Marcus Dodson seconded it.  The motion 
was carried and the meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m.    
Respectfully Submitted, 
Christy Dodson, Secretary
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Sierra Nevada Section 
Crossword Puzzle

Puzzle answers can be 
found on the following page.

ROAD SAFETY…
1

2

3 4

5 6 7

8 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

DOWN 
1. You apply this to stop your vehicle 
2. People the driver is responsible for 
3. Large vehicle to take precautions around 
4. Emotions to keep under control while driving 
6. The indicator showing your speed 
7. Watch for these to cross the road 
12. You should turn these on for safety 
14. A lifesaving restraint

ACROSS 
3. An area where traffic fines are doubled 
5. A digital aid in navigating 
8. Perform this action by looking and using a signal 
9. They are here to keep us safe 
10. This is required by law to drive 
11. Look and listen before crossing 
13. A pace by which you must abide 
14. To not be intoxicated 
15. The part of the vehicle that meets the road 
16. Something you should avoid while driving 
17. Slippery roadways that don’t appear as so 
18. Indicated which way they are turning



    We both suffered injuries, but we’re making tremendous 
improvements and are expected to make a full recovery.  I 
credit my Mercedes-Benz with saving my life, and I’ve even 
replaced it with the same model.  The policeman on the scene 
told us that the vehicle undoubtedly saved our lives, as he 
was dispatched to the same scene two days before where two 
people died in a terrible car accident.   
    We were so fortunate to come out of the accident as well 
as we did, thanks in large part to Mercedes-Benz, and are so 
extremely lucky to know we have friends who care and are 
there to help us when needed.  Again, thank you for all of the 
well wishes.  We look forward to seeing you soon.
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CAR & TRUCK 
REPAIR SPECIALIST

Licensed Smog & Repair Station

775-972-8863 
9205 Lemmon Drive • Reno, NV 89506

Across 

3. Work zone 

5. GPS 

8. Merge 

9. Police 

10. License 

11. Railroad crossing 

13. Speed limit 

14. Sober 

15. Tire 

16. Distractions 

17. Black ice 

18. Blinker 

 

Down 

1. Brake 

Crossword Puzzle Answers
2. Passengers 

3. Wide load 

4. Road rage 

6. Speedometer 

7. Pedestrian 

12. Lights 

14. Seat belt

o our wonderful friends, although we re-
cently went through a terrible ordeal, we 
want you to know how much the cards, 
emails, texts, and phone calls meant as 
we are slowly healing from our aches, 

breaks, and pains.  If you haven’t already heard, on a recent 
trip to visit friends in Folsom, Jan Kriss and I were involved 
in a horrific car accident.  We were on our way home in my 
full-size S-Class Mercedes®, on the Mormon Emigrant Trail 
south of Lake Tahoe when, in the blink of an eye, the road 
trip took a terrifying turn.  The car rolled over, the airbags 
were deployed, and Jan was pinned inside the cabin. 
    Despite having limited cell service, we received swift help 
from emergency services, thanks to the amazing Mercedes-
Benz emergency call system.  It automatically called rescue 
services and police after the crash and supplied them with 
our exact GPS location.   

Close Call 
Two Club Members Safe Inside Their  
Mercedes During Major Crash 
by Nancy Jarvis, Sierra Nevada Section Club Member

LEFT:  JAN & NANCY AT  
A RECENT CLUB EVENT.   
BELOW:  NANCY’S FULL-SIZE S-
CLASS WITH HEAVY DAMAGE TO 
THE OUTSIDE, BUT THE INTERIOR 
CABIN REMAINED SAFE & INTACT.
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ITEMS of INTERESTITEMS of INTEREST EVENTSEVENTS
August 3, 2022:  Sierra Nevada 
MBCA First Wednesday Dinner, 
hosted by Rose Mary & Dan Clune, 
Nevada Steak at Tamarack Junction 
Casino, Reno, Nevada.  To RSVP, 
contact Rose Mary Clune at rrick-
halo@aol.com or (775) 815-5298 

August 19, 2022:  Sierra Nevada 
MBCA Picnic & Play at Bartley Ranch 
Regional Park, hosted by LaVern & 
Carlos Lucovich, Reno, Nevada.  To 
RSVP, contact LaVern Lucovich at 
lipinski3541@gmail.com or (775) 
882-4697 

September 6, 2022:  Sierra Nevada 
MBCA First Tuesday Dinner, hosted 
by Christy & Marcus Dodson, The 
Fox Brewpub, Carson City, Nevada.  
To RSVP, contact Christy Dodson at 
christy@dodsonpublications.com or 
(775) 771-7777 

September 22, 2022:  Sierra Nevada 
MBCA Lunch & Drive, hosted by Dee 
& Michael Garcia, River Ranch Lodge 
& Restaurant, Tahoe City, California.  
To RSVP, contact Marcus Dodson at 
marcus@dodsonpublications.com or 
(8775) 997-9901 

October 5, 2022:  Sierra Nevada 
MBCA First Wednesday Dinner, 
hosted by Christy & Marcus Dodson, 
Hobey’s Steakhouse, Sun Valley, Ne-
vada.  To RSVP, contact Marcus Dod-
son at 
marcus@dodsonpublications.com or 
(775) 997-9901 

October 21, 2022:  Sierra Nevada 
MBCA Oktoberfest, Christy & Marcus 
Dodson’s home, 1840 Wendy Way, 
Reno, Nevada.  To RSVP, contact 
Marcus Dodson at marcus@dodson-
publications.com or (775) 997-9901 

November 1, 2022:  Sierra Nevada 
MBCA First Tuesday Dinner, hosted 
by Gail & Vencil Wells, Chi, Reno, 
Nevada.  To RSVP, contact Gail Wells 
at blackswan342@gmail.com or 
(307) 763-1701 

We encourage all members to wear 
their MBCA name badges to all Sierra 
Nevada section meetings and events. 

WHAT???   
You don’t have a Sierra Nevada 

name badge?  Right now you’re proba-
bly thinking, “How can I, a mere mor-
tal, achieve the level of prestige and 
acclaim of those that proudly display 
their Sierra Nevada MBCA name 
badges for all to see?” 

How much would you be willing to 
pay for such a miracle item? 

$1,000?   $2,000?   $5,000? 
Well, now you can order your Sierra 

Nevada MBCA name badge for a mere 
$12! 

But wait, there’s more… 
If you order in the next ten minutes 

you can get TWO name badges for the 
incredibly low price of only $24! 

With this name badge you can hold 
your head up high!  You will become 
the envy of the neighborhood, the first 
on your block, and the proud owner of 
a Sierra Nevada MBCA name badge 
identifying you as part of an elite group 
that has $12 to spend. 

Operators are standing by!   
Scan the QR code, order online by 
going to: www.mbca.org/name-badge, 
or you can call  
the MBCA office  
at (800) 637-
2360. 

Be sure and 
order the magnet-
backed version.

Sierra Nevada  
MBCA Name Badges 

Video of the Month
PRESAFE Impulse Side Collision Control…

     Watch what happens when Thomas Hellmuth, VP 
Body and Safety for Mercedes, and his sidekick, Tommy, 
show off the PRESAFE Impulse Side Collision Control 
and E-Active Body Control on the 2021 S-Class.  To watch 
the two-minute video, with super slow-motion, of how 
an S-Class handles a side-impact collision, click on the 
link below or scan the QR code with your smart phone. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xE8LFoCQ2Jg



(Editor’s Note: The following story may have absolutely 
nothing to do with Mercedes or automobiles, but we feel 
it’s interesting nonetheless. If you have a humorous or in-
teresting story you would like to submit for this column, 
call us at (775) 997-9901.) 
 

here are safe drivers, bad drivers, and 
just plain insane drivers.  Being a safe 
driver often requires years of experi-
ence, a little common sense, and some 
courtesy.  Some drivers are missing 

some, if not all, of those qualities.  From rear ends to 
botched parking jobs, here are some great examples 
of how not to drive. 
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IN CLOSINGIN CLOSING
Staying Safe 
Staying Safe on the Road Requires Knowledge that These Drivers Don’t Have 
by Marcus Dodson, Sierra Nevada Section Club Newsletter Editor


