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Shiver Me Timbers! 
Good Times Were A’Sail at Pirate Restaurant in Somersett 
by Marcus Dodson, Newsletter Editor

n early May, 32 scallywag 
members of the Sierra Ne-
vada Section of the Mer-
cedes®-Benz Club of Amer- 
ica traveled to Gambi’s, an 

upscale-casual Italian restaurant in the 
Somersett neighborhood of Reno.  It 
was a long drive towards the setting 
westward sun, and some members 
joked they were traveling all the way to 
Davy Jones’ Locker.  Alas, though, in 
the valley between the hills, thar she 
blows.  Lads and lassies traveled from 
Reno, Carson City, Truckee, and Tahoe 
to join in on the fun. 

    Captain Terry Nielsen and his First 
Mate Lynn were the seadogs who 
hosted this particular evening, and the 
club was thankful to them for putting 
together an exciting and memorable 
evening.  Gambi’s has a unique, pirate-
themed interior, including mirrors and 
glasses etched with skulls and cross-
bones.  Everyone’s napkins were nes-
tled inside a heavy, pewter skull napkin 
ring.   
    Rumor has it that the owner can be 
spotted walking around with a parrot 
on his shoulder.  On this particular 

(Continued on Page 4)

JUNE 7, 2022 
PYRAMID DRIVE & DINNER 

(SEE PAGE 3 FOR DETAILS)



ummer’s here, and the 
living is easy.  Well, may- 
be not easy, but certainly 
fun, especially if you’re a 
member of our wonder-

ful Sierra Nevada Section.  May was a 
jam-packed month for the club and  
its members, with events peppered 
throughout the calendar.  We enjoyed a 
First Tuesday Dinner, a Kentucky 
Derby Party, and a Movie Night.  Thank 
you to everyone that planned and 
hosted these exciting events.  Vencil and 
I are looking forward to continuing 
these fun summer events into June. 
    In early May, Lynn and Terry Niel- 
sen hosted a First Tuesday Dinner at 
Gambi’s in the Somersett neighborhood 
of Reno.  The pirate-themed restaurant 
was a blast, and the food, wine, and 
service were top tier.  Then, that follow-
ing weekend brought about Sue and 
Marc Dodson’s Kentucky Derby Party.  
Everyone dusted off their finest hats 
and gathered together at the couple’s 
home for an exquisitely themed party.    
    Just last night we had our first Movie 
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PRESIDENT’S EXHAUSTPRESIDENT’S EXHAUST

Night, hosted by Marcus Dodson at the 
National Automobile Museum in 
Downtown Reno.  It was a fun night at 
the movies with my friends. 
    Next week, on June 7, Sharon Heck 
and Roger Collins are hosting the June 
First Tuesday Dinner and Drive to 
Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe Museum 
and David’s Grill at Red Hawk Golf 
and Resort in Sparks.  Then, on June 21, 
Cheryl and Dennis Haney are hosting a 
Summer Solstice Dinner at The Kitchen 
Table in Reno.  If you haven’t RSVP’d 
to these events yet, be sure to check the 
calendar at the end of this Newsletter 
for contact info.   
    Please be reminded that our Star of 
the Year competition is in full swing.  
The person who recruits the most new 
members in 2022 will be rewarded 
handsomely at the end of the year.   
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RSVP Now!



hatches, the group was situated at sev-
eral tables in the dining room, as well 
as a corner booth.  Appetizers, main 
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evening, the group of landlubbers was 
given the entire restaurant, including 
three dedicated waiters and a private 
bar.   (Continued on Page 5)

(Continued from Page 1)

Shiver Me Timbers!

MB
MICHEL BROS. LTD.

Independent Garage

Specializing in Mercedes-Benz 
• Service & Repairs  • Computer Diagnostics  • Fuel Injection  • Transmissions  • Air Conditioning 

• Electrical  • Brakes  • Wheel Alignment  • Brakes  • Large Stock of Mercedes Parts  • Smog Check  

Don’t Trust  
Your Mercedes  
to Anyone Else!

www.MichelBrosLtd.com  (775) 329-1356 
608 E. 5th Street  Reno  Same Location Since 1976

Your  
Mercedes  
Service  

Specialists

    Prior to dinner, the club hung out in 
the bar for 1⁄2 an hour enjoying wine and 
an assortment of frothy grogs.  Then, 
when it was time to batten down the 
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(Continued from Page 4)

Shiver Me Timbers!
courses, and desserts adorned the ta-
bles, and the wine and cocktails contin-
ued to flow. 
    The night’s grub included risotto 
balls, stuffed mushrooms, salads, ravi-

oli, scampi, penne, gnocchi, ossobuco, 
salmon, pork chops, and much more.  
The owner of Gambi’s is also the pro-
prietor of Lido Bay Wine, a Northern 
California winery, and the restaurant 

had several tawdry-named wines on 
the menu.  These included Lido Bay 
Revelers Merlot, Bitch Tongue Pinot 
Noir, Mercenary Cabernet, Mutiny, Ma-
rauder, and Dead Man’s Red.   
    Eventually it was time to abandon 
ship, and the merry club members bid 
farewell until the next gathering.  The 
next First Tuesday Dinner is June 7 at 
David’s Grill at Red Hawk Golf and Re-
sort in Sparks, which will be preceded 
by a drive to Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe 
Museum.  If you need more informa-
tion about this event, please reach out 
to Roger Collins at collins100@sbc-
global.net or (775) 997-4067.  First Tues-
day Dinners happen monthly, and there 
are opportunities to host for anyone 
who is interested.  For more informa-
tion and to sign up to host a First Tues-
day Dinner or an event, contact Gail 
Wells at blackswan342@gmail.com or 
(307) 763-1701.  Stay up to date on fu-
ture club events by searching for @Sier-
raNevadaMBCA on Facebook.
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n the first Saturday of 
May each year, over 
150,000 people gather at 
Churchill Downs in 
Louisville, Kentucky, for 

the historic Kentucky Derby.  Twenty 
colts and geldings race alone a 11⁄4 mile 
long dirt racetrack, and it is the longest 
continually held sporting event in 
America.  For the Kentucky Derby this 
year, Marc and Sue Dodson hosted 32 
people at their home in Downtown 
Reno for a lively, festive party.   
    The Kentucky Derby is not only a re-
spected sporting event, but it is also a 
true celebration of southern culture and 
Americana.  Dating back to 1875, the 
Derby, also known as The Run for the 
Roses®, is affectionately referred to as 
“the most exciting two minutes in 
sports.”  Over the years, the Kentucky 
Derby has undergone changes, both big 
and small, resulting in the iteration that 

bottle of Kentucky’s own Willett Pot 
Still Reserve Bourbon.   
    While the winning horse went home 
with a $2 million purse at Churchill 
Downs, a few partygoers didn’t go 
home empty-handed.  At the party’s 
onset, guests drew random horse 
names out of a bowl, hoping to be the 
big winner.  Dan Clune and Linda San-

we know today.  The 
original distance of 11⁄2 
miles was shortened to 
the current 11⁄4 miles in 
1896, broadcasting went 
from network radio to 
international telecast, 
and the first female 
jockey rode in the race 
in 1970.   
    Perhaps even more 
famous than the win-
ning horses are the Ken-
tucky Derby’s well-known traditions, 
including roses, mint juleps, hats, and 
My Old Kentucky Home.  For the Dod-
sons’ party, club members really 
brought out their finest, including big 
hats, bright suits, and fun prints.  
Everyone voted on the party’s Best 
Dressed Couple, and it was a secret-bal-
lot vote that determined Tom and Grace 
Jenny should take home the prize, a 

Kentucky Derby Party 
Club Members Don Hats, Sip Mint Juleps, & Have a Grand Time 
by Marcus Dodson, Newsletter Editor

(Continued on Page 8)

ABOVE; EVERYONE  
ENJOYING THE PARTY.  

BELOW; A CAKE BROUGHT 
BY ALEX & PHILIS EVANS.
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(Continued from Page 7)

Kentucky Derby Party
filippo were the lucky winners, as their 
horse, Epicenter, was the second-place 
winner.  The pair of winners each took 
home a bottle of single malt bourbon.  
Rich Strike, the event’s winning horse, 
had 80:1 odds, making him the second-
biggest long shot to ever win the Ken-
tucky Derby.   
    Aside from the most exciting two 
minutes in sports, the party’s plethora 
of food options took center stage on this 
afternoon.  Guests were asked to bring 
appetizers and desserts, and they surely 

did not disappoint.  Club 
members brought their 
favorite party foods, in-
cluding ham and aspara-
gus roll-ups, shrimp 
cocktail, taquitos, meat-
balls, finger sandwiches, 
vegetable egg rolls, pasta 
salad, brownies, and an 
apple tart.  One couple brought a deli-
cious sheet cake with an edible photo of 
their own horse on it.  It’s unclear 
which guest was served the tail-end of 

the photo, but it 
was undoubtedly 
delicious nonethe-
less.   

The ladies of 
the club brought 
out their finest, 
and largest, hats 
for the Kentucky 
Derby Party.  Part 
tradition, part sp- 
ectacle, the long-
established fash-
ion statement is 
one of the most 

fun parts of the day.  Some ladies wore 
big hats, some wore even bigger hats, 
and many couples coordinated their 
outfits around their hats.   
    The Dodsons’ home was decorated 
with balloons, streamers, round tables 
covered in bright colors, roses, and they 
had a private bartender slinging mint 
juleps for the entirety of the event.  
Everyone indulged in the classic Ken-
tucky Derby cocktail, and it made for a 
raucously good time.  At Churchill 
Downs, nearly 120,000 mint juleps are 
served over the weekend, requiring 
more than 10,000 bottles of Old Forester 
Mint Julep Cocktail, 1,000 pounds of 
freshly harvested mint, and 60,000 
pounds of ice.  The Dodsons didn’t reach 
these numbers, but it was close.

TOM & GRACE  
JENNY WON A  

PRIZE FOR BEST 
DRESSED COUPLE.

THE  
BARTENDER  
SERVING  
MINT JULEPS.



WWW.PRECISIONWHEELS.NET

775-343-6067 
3751 MILL STREET 
RENO, NEVADA

775-343-6067 
3751 MILL STREET 
RENO, NEVADA

YOUR EXPERTS IN 
WHEEL RESTORATION
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he 1955 Mercedes®-Benz 
300 SLR (W 196 S) won 
the Mille Miglia, Targa 
Florio, Tourist Trophy, 
Eifelrennen, and the 

Swedish Grand Prix.  Legendary Mer-
cedes driver Sir Stirling Moss helped 
Mercedes-Benz clinch the Worlds 
Sportscar Championship in 1955 be-

Mercedes 300 SLR never made it to the 
race track, two chassis had already been 
made.  Even though Mercedes has al-
ways upheld that it would never sell 
the cars, rumor has it that one of these 
special vehicles recently sold for a stag-
gering, world-record price.   
    The eight-cylinder, 2982-cc engine 
with 310 horsepower racecar never 
made it to the track, but these two Silver 
Arrows have been a legendary addition 
to the German automaker’s long his-
tory nonetheless.  Only two prototypes 
of the sports touring car were made, 
and rumor has it that one has recently 
been sold as the world’s most valuable 
car.  The International Motor Sports As-
sociation has released a statement, “the 
record for the most expensive car ever 
sold is believed to have been smashed.”   
    Designed by Rudolf Uhlenhaut, this 
300 SLR Coupe has striking lines, in-
cluding an elongated bonnet and side-
mounted exhaust pipes.  The elegant 
cockpit has a curved, wraparound 

hind the wheel of this legendary car.  
Daimler-Benz created the hardtop ver-
sion of the 300 SLR racing car for the 
1956 season, but a catastrophic racing 
accident in 1955 led the company to 
cancel all racing activity from that point 
forward.  After the tragic accident, Mer-
cedes decided to retire from racing until 
they returned in 1989.  While the 1956 

Uhlenhaut Coupe 
Legendary Mercedes Car Breaks Sale Record at $143 Million 
by Ali Turner, Reporter for the Automotive Industry

(Continued on Page 12)
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fastest road car of its time and, “one of 
the most exciting cars that Mercedes-
Benz has ever built,” expressed auto-
mobile journalist Karl Ludvigsen.   
    A tragic racing accident in 1955 

windscreen.  Uhlenhaut described his 
design as a “hot-heeled touring car.”  It 
features a significantly more sculpted 
body than the existing 300 SL and was 
fitted over a slightly widened version of 
the SLR’s chassis.  Its signature gull-

wing doors are one of its most promi-
nent features. 
    It weighs less than 2,500 lbs. and at 
its glory had a maximum speed of 
nearly 180 mph.  This top speed made 
the two-seater 300 SLR Coupe the (Continued on Page 13)

RUDOLF UHLENHAUT 
WITH THE HARDTOP 
300 SLR RACE CAR 
THAT WAS BUILT FOR 
THE 1956 SEASON.

Uhlenhaut Coupe
(Continued from Page 11)

Midtown
DIAMONDSDIAMONDS

Your source for custom & diamond jewelry in Reno!

We are pleased to offer you a wide selection  
of diamonds, fine jewelry, watches, gifts, 

one-of-a-kind custom design jewelry, & repairs.

Midtown Diamonds 
777 South Center Street #102, Reno, NV 89501 
(775) 825-3499  MidtownDiamonds.com
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brought a decades-long halt to Mercedes’ racing activities, 
and it was at that time that one of these two leftover 300 SLR 
Coupes became the company car of Uhlenhaut himself.  In 
fact, a story circulates that Uhlenhaut, one day running late 
for a meeting, was able to roar up the German autobahn from 

Munich to Stuttgart in just over an hour.  This 137-mile jour-
ney would take a contemporary car 21⁄2 hours. 
    Our source at Mercedes-Benz has confirmed that it has 
sold one of its two incredibly rare 300 SLR Uhlenhaut Coupes 
at a private auction run by RM Sotheby’s.  Prior to this sale, 
the most expensive car sold at auction was a 1962 Ferrari 250 
GT for $70 million.  The latest rumor is that the Uhlenhaut 
Coupe has sold for charity for a whopping $143 million, more 
than twice what the 250 GT sold for.  Up until its sale, the Uh-
lenhaut Coupe has been housed at the Mercedes-Benz Mu-
seum in Stuttgart. 

One of Reno’s Oldest  
& Best Mexican Food  

Restaurants!

RENO 
2205 W. 4th Street 

(775) 323-6466

2 Locations to Serve You
CARSON 

3809 N. Carson Street 
(775) 882-4080

Uhlenhaut Coupe
(Continued from Page 12)





Driving Towards $35 Million  
Donated to Fight Cancer

11500 S Virginia St. Reno, NV 89511 • (855) 661-9151 • MBofReno.com

Blue skies 
and new rides!
Be ready for where this 
Summer takes you.
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n the last day of May, 
many members of the 
Sierra Nevada Section of 
the Mercedes®-Benz Club 
of America met at Reno’s 

world-renowned National Automobile 
Museum for a dazzling Movie Night.  
The club rented out the movie theater at 
the museum for a private screening of 
The Great Race.  It was a good thing we 
had private access to the sloped theater, 
as we were all cracking up and laughing 
quite loudly.  Many thanks to Marc Dod-
son for providing the free popcorn, and 
also to Terry Nielsen for the history les-
son on the Thomas Flyer.   
    The Great Race is a 1965 slapstick 
comedy film starring Jack Lemmon, 
Tony Curtis, and Natalie Wood.  In-
spired by the historic 1908 New York to 
Paris Race, the movie cost $12 million 
to make, making it the most expensive 

as a 1963 Leslie Special Convertible.  
The National Automobile Museum in 
Reno has the real 1908 New York to 
Paris winning Thomas Flyer on display.   
    The villain, Professor Fate, drove a 
black, Volkswagen engine-powered car 
named the Hannibal Twin-8.  One of the 
Hannibal-8 models from the movie is 
on display at the Volo Auto Museum in 
Volo, Illinois, and includes a prop can-
non and a working smoke generator.  
    While not vehicle-related, the mo- 
vie’s hilarious pie fight stands alone as 
one of the greatest comedic scenes in 
film history.  Filmed over the course of 
five days, 4,000 pies were thrown, mak-
ing it the most pies ever filmed in a pie 
fight.  The scene, which lasts four min-
utes and 20 seconds, cost $1,720,000 in 
today’s dollars to shoot.  The pastry it-
self took up $150,000 of that budget.   

comedy film at the time.  It was nomi-
nated for five Oscars that year, and won 
the Academy Award for Best Sound Ed-
iting.  In the movie, The Great Leslie 
and Professor Fate are competing dare-
devils at the turn of the 20th century.  
The two nemeses take part in an auto-
mobile race from New York City to 
Paris, each using their own specially 
made cars.  A series of follies and ad-
ventures ensue, including a hilarious 
pie fight.   
    While The Great Race was certainly a 
star-studded production, it can be ar-
gued that the custom-made cars steal 
the show.  The Great Leslie’s car was 
built to resemble a Thomas Flyer, which 
was the car that won the historic 1908 
New York to Paris Race.  For the movie, 
four Leslie Specials were built, and one 
of the four is at the Tupelo Automobile 
Museum in Tupelo, Mississippi, listed 

ENJOYING THE MOVIE.  
BELOW; TERRY NIELSEN 

GIVING A PRE-MOVIE  
TALK ABOUT THE HISTORIC  

CAR & THE RACE.

(Continued on Page 18)

Movie Night 
Private Screening of Classic Car Movie at National Automobile Museum 
by Christy Dodson, Secretary
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Sierra Nevada Section 
Crossword Puzzle

Puzzle answers can be 
found on the following page.

ACROSS 
2. Rubber around the rim 
4. Part between crankshaft and piston 
6. Opens and closes 
9. Correcting the wheels angles 
11. Ignites in the cylinder 
13. Sprays fuel 
14. Gasoline and diesel 
15. Goes up and down in the cylinder 
16. Rotating shaft in the bottom of the engine 
17. Part of the exhaust closest to the engine 

DOWN 
1. You need this to drive a car 
3. Measurement of the piston’s travel distance 
4. Part of the engine, where valves are mounted 
5. Box of different gears 
7. Center part of a wheel 
8. Silences exhaust 
10. Screws onto a bolt 
12. Sucks in air 
16. Engages connection between engine  
      and transmission 
18. Dampens vibrations from a spring 
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CAR & TRUCK 
REPAIR SPECIALIST

Licensed Smog & Repair Station

775-972-8863 
9205 Lemmon Drive • Reno, NV 89506

Across 

2. Tire 

4. Connecting rod 

6. Valve 

9. Alignment 

11. Spark plug 

13. Jet 

14. Fuel 

15. Piston 

16. Crankshaft 

17. Header 

 

Down 

1. License 

3. Stroke 

4. Connecting rod 

Crossword Puzzle Answers
5. Transmission 

7. Rim 

8. Muffler 

10. Nut 

12. Intake 

16. Clutch 

18. Damper

    Since colorful fillings were used, including raspberry, 
strawberry, blueberry, and lemon, continuity was of the ut-
most importance.  Therefore, when actors were finished for 
the day, they were photographed and then made up exactly 
the same way the following morning, face smears and all.  
Legend has it that the filming took a two-day break over the 

weekend, and when the cast returned on Monday, the 
spoiled pies on the set reeked so badly that the building re-
quired large fans to blow out the sour air. 
    Following the Movie Night, several club members walked 
over to Bertha Miranda’s Mexican Restaurant and Cantina 
for dinner.  The National Automobile Museum graciously al-
lowed us to park our cars safely inside their parking lot dur-
ing dinner.  The restaurant, which has been located in 
downtown Reno since 1984, has recently come under new 
ownership.  The food was extra delicious, and the club was 
happy to return to this Reno establishment.   
    Stay tuned for future Movie Nights, as well as other fun 
club events.  If you have suggestions for a movie, please 
reach out to Marcus Dodson at marcus@dodsonpublica-
tions.com or (775) 997-9901. 

Movie Night
(Continued from Page 16)
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ITEMS of INTERESTITEMS of INTEREST EVENTSEVENTS
June 7, 2022:  Sierra Nevada MBCA 
First Tuesday Dinner & Drive, 
hosted by Sharon Heck & Roger 
Collins, Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe 
Museum & David’s Grill at Red 
Hawk Golf & Resort, Sparks, Ne-
vada.  To RSVP, contact Roger 
Heck at collins100@sbcglobal.net, 
(775) 997-4067 

June 21, 2022:  Sierra Nevada 
MBCA Summer Solstice Dinner, 
hosted by Cheryl & Dennis Haney, 
The Kitchen Table, Reno, Nevada.  
To RSVP, contact Cheryl Haney at 
haney.cheryl@gmail.com or (702) 
528-1214 

July 5, 2022:  Sierra Nevada MBCA 
First Tuesday Dinner, hosted by 
Gail & Vencil Wells, Von Bismarck, 
Reno, Nevada.  To RSVP contact 
Gail Wells at 
blackswan342@gmail.com or (307) 
763-1701 

July 16, 2022:  Sierra Nevada 
MBCA Summer Backyard Party, 
Christy & Marcus Dodson’s home, 
1840 Wendy Way, Reno, Nevada.  
To RSVP, contact Christy Dodson at 
christy@dodsonpublications.com 
or (775) 771-7777 

July 29-30, 2022:  Hot August 
Nights, Virginia City, Nevada.  
www.hotaugustnights.net, (775) 
356-1956 

August 2-7, 2022:  Hot August 
Nights, Reno, Nevada.  www.hotau-
gustnights.net, (775) 356-1956 

September 22, 2022:  Sierra Ne-
vada MBCA Lunch & Drive, hosted 
by Dee & Michael Garcia, River 
Ranch Lodge & Restaurant, Tahoe 
City, California.  To RSVP, contact 
Marcus Dodson at  
marcus@dodsonpublications.com 
or (775) 997-9901

We encourage all members to wear 
their MBCA name badges to all Sierra 
Nevada section meetings and events. 

WHAT???   
You don’t have a Sierra Nevada 

name badge?  Right now you’re proba-
bly thinking, “How can I, a mere mor-
tal, achieve the level of prestige and 
acclaim of those that proudly display 
their Sierra Nevada MBCA name 
badges for all to see?” 

How much would you be willing to 
pay for such a miracle item? 

$1,000?   $2,000?   $5,000? 
Well, now you can order your Sierra 

Nevada MBCA name badge for a mere 
$12! 

But wait, there’s more… 
If you order in the next ten minutes 

you can get TWO name badges for the 
incredibly low price of only $24! 

With this name badge you can hold 
your head up high!  You will become 
the envy of the neighborhood, the first 
on your block, and the proud owner of 
a Sierra Nevada MBCA name badge 
identifying you as part of an elite group 
that has $12 to spend. 

Operators are standing by!   
Scan the QR code, order online by 
going to: www.mbca.org/name-badge, 
or you can call  
the MBCA office  
at (800) 637-
2360. 

Be sure and 
order the magnet-
backed version.

Sierra Nevada  
MBCA Name Badges 

Video of the Month
You Spin Me Right Round…

     Here is a video from Mercedes®-Benz.  Watch the 
forthcoming 2024 Mercedes EQG does a 360º spin on its 
own axis.  Known as a tank turn, you can add this party 
trick to the long list of the electric SUV’s capabilities.  To 
watch the exciting 20-second video of a camouflaged 
EQG doing a tank turn, click on the link below or scan 
the QR code with your smart phone. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p_JwA4lLhAw



day.  I found that out in the midst of 
their second divorce.” 

“My sister and I used to play with a 
doll and then one day, it just disap-
peared.  Years later, when I was a 
teenager, my mother told me that back 
then, she had seen Child’s Play, and our 
doll was the same size as Chucky and 
looked very realistic.  She completely 
freaked out and couldn’t sleep, so she 
secretly threw my beloved doll away.” 

“My grandma owned a bar when I 
was growing up, but I didn’t know 
until after she passed away that she also 
ran a huge bookie gambling service 
from that bar.  Then, all of the random 
police visits and robberies suddenly 
made sense.” 

“My sister took a DNA test to get 
some insight into her ancestry.  When 
she got her results back, they said 0% 
Italian, even though our dad is 100% 
Italian.  So she waited for me to take the 
test and get my results before con-
fronting my parents.  Four weeks later, I 
got them, and sure enough, I also had 
0% Italian.  The test identified that my 
dad isn’t my biological father, and when 
we asked my mom about it, she told us 
that she and my dad had fertility issues, 
so they went to a sperm bank.” 

“As an adult, I found out my mo- 
ther tried to sell me to a distant family 
member for $1,500 when I was little.  I 
remembered spending a lot of time at 
this family member’s house, but never 
really knowing why.  The only reason 
she wasn’t successful in selling me is 
because my grandma stopped her.” 

“I was an adult when I found out 
that my mom was on the cover of Play-
boy magazine.”

(Editor’s Note:  The following story may 
have absolutely nothing to do with Mercedes 
or automobiles, but we feel it’s interesting 
nonetheless.  If you have a humorous or in-
teresting story you would like to submit for 
this column, call us at (775) 997-9901.) 
 

e all lie to our kids 
every once in a while.  
The ice cream store is 
out of ice cream, the 
playground is closed, 

Santa might bring you coal if you’re 
naughty, etc.  Well, we found some sto-
ries that parents finally indulged to 
their adult children, and they are wild. 
 

“My mother waited until I was 24 
years old to tell me she won $20 million 
in the lottery when I was three years 
old.  She just mentioned it casually one 
day, and it blew my mind.” 

“When I was 19, I started dating a 
guy I went to high school with who I’d 
had a crush on since ninth grade.  When 
I told my mom his name, she went to-
tally white in the face.  She asked me his 
mom’s name, so I told her, and she 
freaked out.  Apparently, before I was 
born, my dad had cheated on my mom, 
and the woman claimed to be pregnant.  
They never had a DNA test done, but 
I’m pretty sure I dated my brother.” 

“When I was growing up, there was 
a story going around about how a local 
prince wanted to marry me and offered 
things like cows for my hand in mar-
riage.  Well, when my father passed 
away, I went back to my home country 
and discovered that the prince was the 
president’s son, and it wasn’t an offer, 
it was a demand.  The company my dad 
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worked for had to smuggle us out of 
the country.  I was a toddler, and this 
was going to be an arranged marriage 
for when I came of age.”   

“My sister and I were basically 
raised as siblings alongside our neigh-
bor, Sarah.  We called her parents Uncle 
Ron and Aunt Cathy, and she called our 
parents Uncle Paul and Aunt Gloria.  
Well, in our mid-20s, our parents came 
clean that the two couples had a several 
decades-long polyamorous relation-
ship, and that I was most likely Uncle 
Ron’s biological son.  On top of that, 
Ancestry DNA confirmed that my dad 
was Sarah’s biological father. 

“When I turned 18, I got a letter from 
a distant aunt and uncle whom I hadn’t 
seen since I was a baby.  There were hun-
dreds of pictures of us together on their 
vacations when I was a baby.  Well, my 
mom revealed that they used me to 
smuggle cocaine in my diaper.” 

“When I was in college, my parents 
got divorced, and my dad gave me all 
of the information on what to do if he 
dies.  He told me where things are, and 
he had me go to his bank to sign a doc-
ument that would give me access to his 
account.  While we were leaving the 
bank, he said, ‘Your mother is not who 
you think she is.  Everything you need 
to know is in my deposit box.’  I have 
no clue what he could be talking about, 
and he didn’t elaborate.  But I did ask 
my mom about it, and she laughed it 
off.  I guess I’ll find out one day.” 

“I thought my parents were renew-
ing their vows at court on Valentine’s 
Day.  I wasn’t told until 20 years later 
that they had actually divorced earlier 
on, and were getting remarried that 


