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Korean BBQ 
Club Enjoys All-You-Can-Eat Asian Fusion in Sparks 
by Marcus Dodson, Newsletter Editor

he First Tuesday Dinner 
of March took place at 
Siu Korean BBQ in Sp- 
arks, Nevada.  The even- 
ing was hosted by Grace 

and Tom Jenny, and the Sierra Nevada 
Section of the Mercedes®-Benz Club of 
America was excited to try out the all-
you-can-eat Asian fusion restaurant.   
    The evening got an early start, with 
all of the club members arriving right 
on time, or even a little early.  Situated 
along the back wall in groups of four, a 

total of 18 club members joined to-
gether for a fun evening of laughter, 
drinks, and an abundance of food.  Siu’s 
all-you-can-eat menu was a big hit, and 
it included fried dumplings, popcorn 
chicken, miso soup, chicken satay, beef 
bulgogi, short ribs, spicy pork belly, 
calamari, and much more.  Diners also 
got to choose their sauces, which in-
cluded sesame oil, chili sauce, cheese 
fondue, soy sauce, and BBQ sauce.  The 
Siu staff was attentive and gracious this 

(Continued on Page 3)
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hether you’re still so-
cial distancing or st- 
arting to see friendly 
faces again, the future 
looks bright as we 

head further into 2021.  I’ve gotten to see 
so many club members at our recent 
events, and everyone has such positive at-
titudes about what our future looks like.  
Dare I say that the snow is behind us, too?  
March brought us a few warm days that 
Vence, my pups, and myself enjoyed thor-
oughly.  Before we know it, we’ll be driv-
ing everywhere with the top down. 
     March was a fantastic month for the 
club, as we had three fun events on the 
calendar.  Early in the month, Tom and 
Grace Jenny hosted a delicious First Tues-
day Dinner at Siu Korean BBQ in Sparks.  
Many club members were excited to try 
somewhere new and dynamic.  Next on 
the calendar was a fantastic trip to Vir-
ginia City, Nevada, to the Gold Hill Hotel 
and Saloon.  Marcus Dodson hosted the 
evening, which included pre-dinner 
drinks, an elegant meal, and an overnight 
stay for a few adventurous members.  
     A special event occurred in late March, 
as the San Francisco Bay Area Section 
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PRESIDENT’S EXHAUSTPRESIDENT’S EXHAUST

came over the hill and met up with the 
Sierra Nevada Section at Mi Casa Too 
Mexican Restaurant in Reno.  It was really 
fun to meet new people, hear interesting 
stories, and share our love of Mercedes®.   
     April has some amazing events on the 
schedule, too.  Coming up soon, Patti and 
Gene Lamski are hosting the First Tues-
day Night Dinner at David’s Grill at Red 
Hawk Golf and Resort in Sparks.  Later 
this month, on April 17, Patti is also host-
ing a driving event to Yerington, Nevada.  
Guests will enjoy lunch at Sherry’s St- 
age Stop, and then go on a free museum  
tour.  To RSVP, please email Patti at 
topat83@aol.com or (775) 224-1794.   
     If you have an idea for a dinner or a 
drive, please reach out to one of the board 
members so that we can help you get 
started.  There are plenty of opportunities 
in 2021 to host a daytime or nighttime 
event.  As always, stay up to date on club 
events and news by following us on Face-
book @SierraNevadaMBCA.   
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evening, only adding to the overall enjoyable experience. 
    Siu Korean BBQ is beautifully decorated inside, with 
leather booths along the wall and romantic lighting situated 
throughout the restaurant.  It evokes an elegant ambiance 
that you find locally in Reno’s upscale casino establishments.  
Half the fun of the night was preparing your dinner yourself.  
Sharing the centrally situated hot grill, as well as choosing 
which meats to grill and when, made the evening particu-
larly social.  There may have even been a few light-hearted 

arguments over how long to cook the meat.  Thankfully, since 
it was an all-you-can-eat experience, it didn’t matter if some-
one messed up the meat, because more was always right 
around the corner. 
    The next Tuesday Dinner will be at David’s Grill at Red 
Hawk Golf and Resort in Sparks on April 6, 2021, hosted by 
Patti and Gene Lamski.  To RSVP, please email Patti Lamski 
at topat83@aol.com or (775) 224-1794.  First Tuesday Dinners 

(Continued from Page 1)

Korean BBQ
happen monthly, and there are opportunities to host for any-
one who is interested.  For more information and to sign up 
to host a Tuesday Dinner or an event, contact Marcus Dodson 
at marcus@dodsonpublications.com.  Stay up to date on fu-
ture club events by searching for @SierraNevadaMBCA on 
Facebook.
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to streamline its production by limiting 
build combinations for each model line.  
Additionally, by utilizing aluminum 
rather than steel, Mercedes’ new C-
Class will have significant weight sav-
ings when compared to its previous 
model. 
    The most notable upgrades will be 
evident inside the new C-Class, similar 
to the recently updated S-Class.  These 
changes include a new steering-wheel 
design and digital gauge cluster.  The 
new touch-sensitive steering wheel has 
already been rolled out in the 2021 E-
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he next-generation 2022 
Mercedes®-Benz C-Class 
W206 sedan was recently 
spied out in the wild 
with minimal camou-

flage, giving the public a pretty good 
look at the new model’s styling.  
Known as the brand’s compact option, 
the C-Class has enjoyed success since its 
inception in 1993.  The current version, 
the W205, has been in production since 
2014 and is due for a facelift. 
    The new model appears to have a 
lower hood, and it employs the newest 
Mercedes grill design that is now seen 
on the new S-Class and updated E-
Class sedans.  The rear of the new C-
Class has slimmer, modern-looking 
taillights that resemble a teardrop 
shape.  Rumor has it that the trunk will 
be roomier than its predecessor, likely 
by a few inches.   
    As for the engine and drivetrain ca-
pabilities, the new C-Class will likely 
continue to house a turbocharged 2.0-
liter inline-four as its base engine, but 
with a mild-hybrid system.  A plug-in 
hybrid may be in the works, too, but it’s 
unlikely that a convertible option will 
be available.  Mercedes has taken steps 

Class, and it detects if the driver’s 
hands are on the wheel.  The two-zone 
sensor feature means movement isn’t 
required to tell the vehicle’s driver-as-
sist systems that the car is under con-
trol.  It comes in three different 
configurations, including sport, luxury, 
and supersport.  
    The new S-Class has the massive 
12.8” touchscreen MBUX unit, and spy 
shots reveal the C-Class will have a sim-
ilar product, though slightly smaller.  
The latest C-Class missed out on the 

(Continued on Page 6)

Mercedes C-Class 
The New 2022 Mercedes-Benz C-Class Sedan is Spotted on the Prowl 
by Ali Turner, Reporter for the Automotive Industry

AN ARTIST’S RENDERING 
OF WHAT THE NEW  

C-CLASS MIGHT  
LOOK LIKE.

THE NEW C-CLASS 
 SPIED IN PUBLIC WITH 

HEAVY CAMOUFLAGE.



sion will be produced at a different 
plant that hasn’t been announced yet.  
We can expect to see the new 2022 C-
Class hit dealership floors in America in 
mid-to-late 2021 with a price tag hover-
ing above $42,000. 
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new MBUX system, but this new ver-
sion will have a fancy touchscreen like 
its brethren.   
    Like many other manufacturers, 
Mercedes experienced development 
and manufacturing delays in early 2020 

(Continued from Page 5)

Mercedes C-Class
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due to COVID-19.  It’s refreshing to see 
new, exciting models are being rolled 
out for the upcoming year.  Mercedes 
currently builds the C-Class line for 
North America at its plant in 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, but the new ver-
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Camaraderie in the Comstock 
Historic Drive Transports Club Back 150 Years in Gold Hill, Nevada 
by Marcus Dodson, Newsletter Editor

n a blustery day in mid-
March, 22 members of 
the Sierra-Nevada Sec-
tion of the Mercedes®-
Benz Club of America 

drove up to Virginia City, Nevada, to 
enjoy drinks and dinner at the Gold Hill 
Hotel and Saloon.  Marcus and Christy 
Dodson hosted the evening in the his-
toric Comstock region of Northern Ne-
vada.  Nine cars embarked from 
Mercedes-Benz of Reno and made the 
nearly 17-mile trek up the winding 
Geiger Grade Road.  Three cars came 
from the Carson City side and met up 
with the club at the restaurant.  One 
member turned lots of heads as he 

drove his brand new, 
shiny, red sports car up 
to Gold Hill. 
    After snaking thr- 
ough Virginia City’s 
historic downtown, 
the road curves into an 
intimidating hairpin 
turn, known locally as 
Greiner’s Bend.  Trav-
elers might simply 
know it as a challeng-
ing switchback that 
separates Virginia City from Gold Hill, 
but there is a story behind the gear-
grinding turn.  Greiner’s Bend is named 
after John Greiner (1868-1917) and 

William Greiner 
(1871-1949), who 
were pioneers that 
settled in Gold Hill.  
In fact, their quaint 
home, known as the 
Greiner Home by 
the Nevada State Li-
brary and Archives, 
still sits near the 
base of the bend 
and was known in 

town as having one of the most beauti-
ful yards.  The switchback wasn’t 
coined after the family until after 1900, 
and the name has stuck around since 
then.  The Virginia City Brewery even 
has a beer named Greiner’s Bend Ex-
port Stout.  The area surrounding the 
switchback is also known in town as 
Slippery Gulch.  No matter what you 
call it, it’s a fun part of town to navi-
gate, especially in a Mercedes-Benz. 
    The group arrived at the beautiful 
Gold Hill Hotel and Saloon a bit early, 
but thankfully the bar was open and 
ready to sling some drinks to the thirsty 

(Continued on Page 9)
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guests.  Club members enjoyed pre-dinner cocktails, whiskey, 
scotch, and wine in the cozy, stonewalled room.  Immediately 
upon entering the Gold Hill Hotel and Saloon, guests are 
transported back over 150 years.  While the establishment has 
been refurbished a few times over its long timeline, including 
the 1962 brick-and-stone bar addition, its legacy is honored 
throughout the building in historic photographs, 19th-cen-
tury artifacts, and period-style furniture of the era.   
    The Gold Hill Hotel began under another moniker in 1861, 
coinciding with the creation of the Nevada Territory, and is 
crowned as Nevada’s oldest hotel.  With the intense popula-
tion boom of that time, hotels and boarding houses were in 
great demand, and the new hotel was a popular and impor-
tant part of the thriving Gold Hill metropolis.  By the mid-
1870s, Gold Hill and Virginia City had a combined 
population of more than 25,000 people, making it one of the 
largest communities in the West.  Cyclical booms and busts 
within the mining industry, however, caused the area’s pop-
ulation to dwindle precipitously.  The Gold Hill Hotel has re-
mained operational over the many years, including as a 
residential home, rooming house, bar, and a brothel.  Visitors 
to the historic building can envision what it was like to ex-
perience the Comstock region during its glory days.   
    Dinner in the restaurant was fantastic, with the most pop-
ular dish being the chef’s signature dish, the Crown Point 
chicken.  Club members also enjoyed steaks, scampi, and 
prawns, with nearly every dish coming with mashed pota-
toes and fresh vegetables.  A few tables got appetizers, in-
cluding stuffed mushrooms and crab cakes, and several 
diners finished the meal with bread pudding and Irish cof-
fees.   
    Featured on the Travel Channel’s Ghost Adventures, the 
Gold Hill Hotel is known as the eighth most-haunted loca-

(Continued from Page 8)

Camaraderie  
in the Comstock

(Continued on Page 10)

One of Reno’s Oldest  
& Best Mexican Food  

Restaurants!

RENO 
2205 W. 4th Street 

(775) 323-6466

2 Locations to Serve You
CARSON 

3809 N. Carson Street 
(775) 882-4080

CAR & TRUCK 
REPAIR 

SPECIALIST

Licensed Smog 
& Repair Station

775-972-8863 
9205 Lemmon Drive • Reno, NV 89506



APRIL 2021 10 THE SILVER STAR

tion in Nevada.  Six adventurous club mem-
bers stayed the evening in the historic hotel, 
ghosts be damned.  A winding staircase con-
nects the bar to the second-floor guest rooms, 
hotel office, and small gift shop.  The original 
five rooms are true to their historic design, including antique 
furniture, ceiling fans, and an old-fashioned bathtub in one 
room.  Eight additional rooms, located over the dining room 
and kitchen, have more updated amenities such as air con-
ditioning and televisions.   
    Two of the rooms are known for their spectral distur-
bances.  Room four is particularly enjoyed by Rosie, a spirit 
that likes to turn the lights on and off and has been said to 
envelope guests with the smell of roses.  She also likes to play 
tricks on hotel guests by moving objects and personal be-
longings of the guests around the room.  In room five, 
William is thought to be one of the 47 miners who died in a 
horrible fire that raced through the nearby Yellowjacket 
Mine.  Guests who enter room five have noted a strong smell 
of tobacco, and several have been locked out after assuring 
they left the room open.   
    Furthermore, when the hotel is quiet, guests have reported 
hearing children giggling and running around the upstairs 
halls, and their laughter is accompanied by the smell of 
chocolate chip cookies.  One Mercedes club member, at 
breakfast the next morning, shared her experience with her 

room’s spirit.  “I woke in the middle of the night when a 
shadow passed by the foot of my bed,” she shared. 
    Following an exciting, yet fitful, night of sleep, the remain-
ing club members gathered at the Canvas Cafe in Virginia 
City for a hearty breakfast.  A few diners got the eggs Bene-
dict, for which the restaurant is known, while others enjoyed 
simpler fare such as eggs, sausage, and fruit.  Everyone en-
joyed sharing their ghost stories over fresh coffee, too.  The 
club agreed it was a fun and exciting night, but guests were 
happy to get home to their non-haunted houses. 
    The next driving event will be on April 17 to Sherry’s 
Stage Stop and Lyon County Museum in Yerington, Nevada, 
hosted by Patti Lamski.  Guests will enjoy lunch and a free 
tour of the museum.  To RSVP, please email Patti Lamski at 
topat83@aol.com or (775) 224-1794.  Events happen monthly, 
and there are opportunities to host for anyone who is inter-
ested.  For more information and to sign up to host a First 
Tuesday Dinner or an event, contact Marcus Dodson at  
marcus@dodsonpublications.com.  Stay up to date on future 
club events by searching for @SierraNevadaMBCA on Face-
book.

(Continued from Page 9)
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Mercedes AMG 
From Two-Man Team to Household Name,  
a History of the Performance Division of Mercedes 
by Ali Turner, Reporter for the Automotive Industry

ou may only know AMG 
as the high-performance 
subsidiary of Mercedes®-
Benz AMG.  While you 
are not wrong, there’s so 

much history behind those three letters.  
In the 1960s, Hans Werner Aufrecht and 
Erhard Melcher were two engineers 
working in the development depart-
ment at Daimler-Benz.  During these 
years, the duo was working on the 300 
SE racing engine, until the carmaker 
discontinued all of its motorsports ac-
tivities.   
    Undeterred and spurred on by a pas-
sion for high-performance engines, 
Aufrecht and Melcher continued hon-
ing the performance of the 300 SE rac-
ing engine.  They took the Daimler- 
Benz engine, stripped it, and raised the 
power of the engine.  The two men 
would work in Aufrecht’s house in 
Großaspach, which would end up 
being the birthplace of the soon-to-be 
global brand AMG.  A for Aufrecht, M 
for Melcher, and G for Großaspach.  
    Just a short while after they started 
their at-home workshop, Manfred 
Schief, a colleague at Daimler, won ten 

times at the German Tou- 
ring Car Championship 
with the 300 SE engine.  
These victories thrust Auf- 
recht and Melcher into the 
spotlight as experts for sus-
taining and optimizing the 
performance of Mercedes-
Benz vehicles.   
    The recognition was 
nice, of course, but Auf- 
recht was more interested 
in offering a road model of 
the racing car that Schief drove at the 
German Touring Car Championship.  
Fueled by this passion, Aufrecht left 
Mercedes-Benz in 1966 and started a 
new business venture with Melcher.  
AMG was born in 1967 as an engineer-
ing firm that focused on design and 
testing for the development of racing 
engines.  It didn’t take long for the rac-
ing world to take notice, and before 
long AMG produced must-have de-
signs for private racing teams.  In 1971, 
at the 24 Hours of Spa, the AMG Mer-
cedes 300 SEL 6.8 was the champion in 
its class and won second place overall.  
It was denied first place because an er-

ratic pit-stop schedule and the need to 
refuel and change the car’s tires too fre-
quently.  Nonetheless, it stood out 
amongst its competitors, being a heavy 
luxury sedan, and it caused quite a stir 
in the racing world.   
    Years of growth followed, including 
more and more Mercedes vehicles 
being equipped with AMG perform-
ance technology.  The 1970s brought a 
new trend of automobile customization, 
which allowed AMG to attract foreign 
clients.  It wasn’t until 1984 that AMG 
became an engine manufacturer, thanks 
to a new independent cylinder head 

(Continued on Page 13)

HANS WERNER AUFRECHT  
& ERHARD MELCHER.   

FURTHER BELOW: A MODIFIED 
300 SEL RACED BY AMG IN 1971.



    Aufrecht transferred a majority stake 
in AMG to Daimler-Benz in 1999.  In 
2005, Daimler-Benz acquired 100% of 
the shares, allowing the carmaker to 
fully benefit from AMG’s products and 
resources.  The motorsport department 
of AMG was transferred to Aufrecht’s 
firm, H.W.A.  Today, 200 employees 
continue to work there to manage the 
two companies’ involvement in the 
German Touring Car Masters race 
championship. 
    The contemporary iteration of Mer-
cedes-AMG includes more than 1,500 
employees at its plant in Affalterbach, 
Germany.  The company continues to 
pursue the highest degree of perform-
ance, precision, and efficiency for its 
performance cars.  Mercedes-AMG of-
fers more than 50 performance vehicles 
with power outputs from 367 hp to 630 
hp, including sedans, coupes, SUVS, 
roadsters, and sportscars. 
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with four valves per cylinder devel-
oped by Melcher.  In 1986, AMG im-
planted one of its 5.6-liter V8 engines in 
a mid-sized E-Class coupe, which be-
came known worldwide as The Ham-
mer.  David Vivian, an expert road test 
editor of the time said, “It is rapid 
enough to face down a Ferrari 288 GTO 
and still be driven by your granny.”  
Continuing into the late 1980s, Daimler-
Benz and AMG worked together, start-
ing as official racing partners.  Together 
they produced the 190, the historic race-
car that won a total of 50 German Tour-
ing Car Masters victories between 1988 
and 1993.   
    In 1990, Daimler-Benz and AMG 
signed a cooperation contract that out-
lined the basic terms of their working 
partnership.  This gave AMG a tremen-
dous surge in sales, as their products 
were now sold and maintained through 
Mercedes-Benz company-owned sales 

(Continued from Page 12)

Mercedes AMG
and service locations.  Plus, Mercedes 
and AMG started to work together on 
product design.  Then, in 1993, AMG 
was granted a patent, further solidify-
ing the company as a household name. 
    The first car that emanated from this 
formal partnership was the C36 AMG 
in 1993, the precursor to the AMG C-
Class.  A major benefit of the partner-
ship, too, was the domination of the 
grand prix racing circuit.  By super-
charging its 5.4-litre V8 engine, Mer-
cedes-AMG achieved a superior level of 
power and performance without sacri-
ficing driveability.  Next came the 
McLaren-built SLR that utilized an 
AMG engine, an AMG-built diesel, and 
the twin-turbo 6-litre V12 engine that 
was put in the S-Class.  AMG focused 
on obscure side projects while simulta-
neously outfitting Mercedes with up-
graded technology, including the 
A-Class all-wheel drive hatchback. 

https://www.precisionwheels.net
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East Meets West 
Historic Gathering With San Francisco Bay Area Mercedes Club 
by Marcus Dodson, Newsletter Editor

t was a momentous occa-
sion in late March, when 
the San Francisco Bay Area 
Section of the Mercedes®-
Benz Club of America dr- 

ove over the hill to meet up with the 
Sierra Nevada Section.  A total of 38 
people, including 16 from San Francisco 
and 22 from Nevada, gathered together 
at Mi Casa Too Mexican Restaurant out 
on Fourth Street in Reno.  The local hot 
spot is always very accommodating, 
and the restaurant’s management re-
served the entire bar space for the two 
clubs that evening, which allowed for 
appropriate social distancing. 
    The Bay Area club members were all 
smiles during dinner as they regaled 
the Sierra Nevada folks with their local 
adventures.  After traveling into the 
valley on Friday, the club enjoyed a pri-

of Reno’s National Automobile Mu-
seum on Saturday.  Guests explored the 
permanent exhibits, which includes 
cars owned by Andy Griffith, James 
Dean, John Wayne, Frank Sinatra, Elvis 
Presley, and more.  The museum’s spe-
cial exhibit, Low and Slow, is still on dis-

vate tour of the Ne-
vada Air National 
Guard Base in Reno 
on Saturday.  Partic-
ipants learned about 
the 152nd Intellige- 
nce Squadron, 152- 
nd Airlift Wing, and 
got to see and tour 
many different ki- 
nds of helicopters.  
The Nevada Air Na-
tional Guard Base 
focuses on three mission types, includ-
ing air mobility, intelligence, and air-
borne firefighting.  The San Francisco 
Bay Area Section members were able to 
see first-hand how Reno’s military pres-
ence is helping to make the world a 
safer place. 
    The visiting club also enjoyed a tour (Continued on Page 15)
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play and allowed the visitors to see amazing lowrider cars 
and learn about the lowrider lifestyle.  One couple, while of-
ficially members of the Bay Area section, has been residing 
in Truckee, California, while riding out the pandemic.  They 
were quite excited to see their friends from across the hill 
after such a long time.   
    Dinner, as expected, was a big hit for everyone who at-
tended.  Local club members made sure to suggest the fa-

mous Mi Casa Too margaritas, which come in a variety of 
flavors.  Several tables had margarita pitchers or glasses, and 
the San Francisco Bay Area club members echoed the senti-
ment.  Plates of enchiladas, tacos, chile rellenos, burritos, 
tostadas, fajitas, nachos, and more came out of the kitchen 
quickly and were enjoyed thoroughly by the guests.  The 
restaurant’s private bar section had plenty of space for peo-
ple to mingle, and televisions were broadcasting the March 
Madness playoffs for anyone who was interested in watch-
ing. 
    The San Francisco Bay Area club members were staying 
at the Eldorado downtown, making it an easy drive back to 
their lodging after dinner.  Everyone agreed it was a fantastic 
idea to get the two clubs together, and members from both 
sections look forward to gathering again soon.

(Continued from Page 14)

East Meets West

EVENTSEVENTS
April 6, 2021:  Sierra Nevada MBCA First Tuesday Dinner, 
hosted by Patti & Gene Lamski, David’s Grill at Red Hawk 
Golf & Resort, Sparks, Nevada.  To RSVP, contact Patti 
Lamski at topat83@aol.com or (775) 224-1794 

April 17, 2021:  Sierra Nevada MBCA Drive to Sherry’s 
Stage Stop & Lyon County Museum, Yerington, Nevada, 
for lunch & music, hosted by Patti Lamski.  Leave Mer-
cedes-Benz dealership at 10:00 a.m.  To RSVP, contact 
Patti Lamski at topat83@aol.com or (775) 224-1794 

May 4, 2021:  Sierra Nevada MBCA First Tuesday Dinner, 
Location To Be Determined 

May 15-16, 2020:  Hot August Nights Spring Fever Re-
vival, Reno, Nevada.  www.hotaugustnights.net, (775) 
356-1956 

May 23, 2020:  OldRide Eighth Annual Summer Salute, 
Rancho San Rafael Park, Reno, Nevada.   
www.classicchevysplus.com, (775) 813-5068 

June 1, 2021:  Sierra Nevada MBCA First Tuesday Dinner, 
Location To Be Determined 

June 2021:  Sierra Nevada MBCA Drive to Austin, Nevada, 
hosted by Gail & Vence Wells, Date TBD.  To RSVP, contact 
Gail Wells at blackswan342@gmail.com or (307) 763-1701 

June 20-21, 2020:  Aces High Rally & Car Show, Heavenly 
Village, South Lake Tahoe, California.   
www.theshopsatheavenly.com, (775) 265-2087 

July 6, 2021:  Sierra Nevada MBCA First Tuesday Dinner, 
Location To Be Determined 

July 17, 2021:  Sierra Nevada MBCA Summer Backyard 
Party, Christy & Marcus Dodson’s home, 1840 Wendy 
Way, Reno, Nevada.  To RSVP, contact Christy Dodson at 
christy@dodsonpublications.com or (775) 771-7777 

August 3, 2021:  Sierra Nevada MBCA First Tuesday Din-
ner, Location To Be Determined 

August 13, 2021:  Legends of the Autobahn National 
Event, hosted by the Sacramento MBCA Section, The Club 
at Pasadera, Monterey, California.  To RSVP, contact David 
Michael at (415) 939-9000 

August 2021:  Sierra Nevada MBCA Picnic & Play at Bart-
ley Ranch Regional Park, Reno, Nevada, hosted by LaVern 
& Carlos Lucovich, Reno, Nevada, Date TBD.  To RSVP, 
contact LaVern Lucovich at lipinski3541@gmail.com or 
(775) 882-4697 

December 2021:  Sierra Nevada MBCA Christmas Party, 
hosted by Ray Rich, Location & Date TBD.  To RSVP, con-
tact Ray Rich at rayrich@sbcglobal.net or (775) 560-9592
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Here in Reno, we’re lucky to be home to 
one of the top-rated auto museums in the 
world, The National Automobile Museum.  
Your Sierra Nevada MBCA Section is a 
proud sponsor! 

What does that mean to you?  Well, 
since your club is the sponsor of a 1955 
Mercedes-Benz 300SL Gullwing  on promi-
nent display at the museum, all of our 
members get special benefits: 
• Members get free admission into the fa-
cility, plus a 50% discount for any guests, 
during normal business hours. 

• Members can request free guided tours 
of the museum, subject to the availability of 
the tour guides. 
• Members receive a 10% discount at the 
National Auto Museum gift shop.   

The museum has our member list on 
file, so just tell the cashier your name and 
that you’re a member of the Sierra Nevada 
Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of 
America.   

The National Automobile Museum is lo-
cated at 10 South Lake Street in Reno, 
(775) 333-9300.

The National  
Automobile Museum 
Sierra Nevada MBCA is a 
Proud Sponsor of This Great 
Museum Here in Reno 

ITEMS OF INTERESTITEMS OF INTEREST

Advertisement of the Month
Only on eBay…

     A British man, with an obvious 
sense of humor, posted this photo, 
along with others, in an automobile 
listing on eBay, in the UK.  The man 
had his wife pose with the vehicle, to 
help show it off and get a higher auc-
tion price.  In the listing, he shows off 
his used Mercedes® E320 CDI with 
multiple photos and a description.  “If 
you are looking for an immaculate, 

well maintained example of a Mercedes, you have come to the wrong 
place…”  It continues, “If you are low on self esteem, with a strapped 
budget, but shooting for the stars, may I present to you, one of the 
finest feats of German engineering…”  The listing included images 
of his wife in the trunk (to show off the ample space), and all around 
the car, posing with dents and peeling paint.  The advertisement 
ended with, “Serious bids only.  Wife in the photos can be negotiated.  
Please no false bids.  We actually want to sell the car.”

Formula 1 
New Season Kicks Off 
by Christy Dodson, Secretary  

he Formula 1® 2021 sea-
son kicked off this past 
weekend, and Mercedes® 
is already leading the 
pack.  The Mercedes-

AMG team took first place at the 
Bahrain Grand Prix on March 28.  Held 
in the desert city of Sakhir, the Bahrain 
Grand Prix was the first race to be held 
in the Middle East in 2004, and has 
since become known as a fierce circuit 
with tight, unforgiving turns.  
    Formula 1 is the pinnacle of motor 
racing, with the likes of Mercedes, Fer-
rari, Aston Martin, and Alfa Romeo rac-
ing in 2021.  Lewis Hamilton, of the 
Mercedes team, is the defending For-
mula 1 Drivers’ Champion, and Mer-
cedes is the defending Constructor’s 
Champion.   
    Hamilton was once again victorious 
at this past weekend’s race, after a nail-
biting on-track fight with Max Verstap-
pen of the Red Bull team.  Hamilton’s 
teammate, Valterri Bottas, secured third 
place as well as the fastest lap with a 
time of 1:32.09. 
    The rest of the 2021 season will take 
viewers all around the world to tracks in 
Spain, Monaco, Saudi Arabia, France, 
Russia, Japan, and many more.  The sec-
ond round of the 2021 championship will 
be held at the Imola Circuit in Italy on 
April 18 in the wee hours of the morning, 
so make sure to set your DVR. 
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IN CLOSINGIN CLOSING
Ridiculous Rides 
Some Car Owners Just Can't Leave Well Enough Alone 
by Marcus Dodson, Newsletter Editor

(Editor’s Note:  The following story may have 
absolutely nothing to do with Mercedes or au-
tomobiles, but we feel it’s interesting nonethe-
less.  If you have a humorous or interesting 
story you would like to submit for this column, 
call us at (775) 997-9901.) 
 

ars have their own personali-
ties, just like us.  Some are 
macho, some are funny, and 
some are just plain stupid.  
Your car says a lot about you, 

and for these people, they speak volumes.
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