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the Orange County Star
Welcome to your new Mercedes-Benz Club of America - OC Section newsletter. 

This is the official Newsletter 
for the Orange County Section of 
Mercedes-Benz Club of America.

Mercedes-Benz is one of those 
few manufactures that are known 
to make history and like the 
brand,  we have history. With 
nearly 400 Mercedes-Benz 
enthusiasts and owners residing in 
Anaheim, Corona, Huntington 
Beach, Irvine, Laguna Beach, 

Newport Beach, Orange County 
and Riverside areas the OC 
section is your home. “More Than 
a Car Club | We’re a Community” . 

We’re now on Facebook and 
Instagram. There’s much in store 
and whether you’re an owner of a 
Mercedes-Benz vehicle or just 
have a passion for the brand we 
look forward to meeting and  
welcoming you. 

The mission of the Orange County 
Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of 
America is to provide the owners and 
enthusiasts of the marque an owner experience 
that will enhance the love for the Mercedes-Benz 
marque. The Orange County Section will accomplish 
this by affording club members a unique opportunity 

to engage in activities, “startivities” if you will 
that will not only delight but excite our 

members and the experience of owning and 
driving one of the finest luxury automobiles in 

the world. 
! ! - Gerhard Fehrmann

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
PREZ RELEASE 
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LEGENDS OF THE AUTOBAHN
Legends of the Autobahn, 
the all-German Concours, 
returns to Monterey Car 
Week on August 24th.  For 
2018, the Mercedes-Benz 

Club of America celebrates 
35 years of the W201 

models with a special 
display.  The Mercedes-Benz 

W201 marked the first 
chapter in history of the    

C-Class. Today, the W201 

models are celebrated as 
young classics by MBCA 

members from coast to 

coast. The Legends of the 

Autobahn event features       
a judged Concours,        
Silver  Star Preservation 

class,     and display-only 

Corral. For event 
information and to register 
your classic Mercedes-Benz, 
visit https://
legendsoftheautobahn.org
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Orange County Section President
Gerhard Fehrmann

Gerhard	  has	  been	  a	  member	  of	  the	  
Mercedes-‐Benz	  Club	  for	  over	  20	  years,	  
and	  in	  that	  =me	  has	  held	  various	  board	  
posi=ons,	  including	  Vice	  President	  and	  

Treasurer	  of	  other	  MBCA	  sec=ons.	  

He's	  currently	  the	  President	  of	  the	  Orange	  County	  sec=on	  and	  
enjoys	  organizing	  events	  throughout	  the	  year.	  He	  looks	  forward	  to	  
mee=ng	  members,	  both	  new	  and	  old,	  at	  upcoming	  events.

Vice President
Daniel Schwartz

Daniel	  currently	  is	  serving	  as	  your	  Vice	  
President.	  He’s	  currently	  single	  and	  resides	  
in	  the	  City	  of	  Brea.	  Having	  grown	  up	  in	  the	  
City	  of	  La	  Habra,	  he	  has	  spent	  most	  of	  my	  
life	  in	  North	  Orange	  County.	  

Although	  his	  professional	  life	  has	  been	  
dedicated	  to	  banking	  and	  real	  estate,	  Daniel	  

has	  been	  involved	  with	  cars	  one	  way	  or	  another	  throughout	  his	  
en=re	  life.	  

“I've	  owned	  many	  various	  types	  of	  cars	  over	  the	  years,	  including	  a	  
number	  of	  BMW's,	  but	  there	  has	  never	  been	  any	  automobile	  that	  
makes	  me	  feel	  as	  special	  in	  the	  same	  way	  while	  behind	  the	  wheel,	  
as	  a	  Mercedes-‐Benz,	  and	  currently	  I	  own	  a	  black	  2003	  CLK	  500.	  I'm	  
looking	  forward	  to	  assis=ng	  you	  in	  enhancing	  your	  life	  experience	  
with	  Mercedes”.

MBCA OC MEMBER

! JANUARY | FEBRUARY | MARCH | APRIL | MAY 

Jessica Nunes, John Clarke,

James Weuve, Kent Clampitt,

Douglas Duncan, Jeff Glucker,

David Kealy, Ralph Hemingway, 

Steve Oneill, Youngshin Kim, 

Thomas Kluzak, Jerry Dark,  

Tommy Canchola, Steven Kirkpatrick, 

Amy Phinny, M. Ward, David Sapia, 

Wayne Jarons, Arman Mariano, Jeff 

Valentino, Jerry Jaeckle, Louis Palermo, Quy 

Do, Lance A.F. Elhami, Tony Guida, 

Stewart Navarre, Douglas Wallis, 
Brian Wilosn, Tommaso Santini, 
Su Tan, Dino Mendoza

STAR TIPS
Regular car care goes beyond your vehicle´s surfaces. By adhering to the schedules in your 
Maintenance Manuals, following your Mercedes-Benz service technician´s 
recommendations, and driving as eco-friendly as possible, you can ensure you are not only 
taking care of your vehicle, but the environment as well.

MEMBER RECOGNITION

MEMBER TALK
MEET THE BOARD

StarShot 
courtesy of OC 

Member 
Brian Wilson 

If we’ve missed your name in this issue, we 
apologize.  Please contact us and we’" be sure to 
get you in our next issue. 

	 	 	 - M. Ward
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June 2nd Meeting adjourned @ 2:11pm.  
Next Board Mtg. July 7 2018 @ 12noon

- Anne-Marie Alexander

Care like no other, for a car like no other.

Keep your Mercedes-Benz looking like new inside and out with specially formulated shampoo, paint 
cleaner, polish, and other products from the Mercedes-Benz Car Care Product Collection. Each product 
is meticulously designed to clean, protect, and maintain the original Mercedes-Benz appearance that 
was love at first sight.

Director at Large
Stanley J. Dale, MA, JD, CCEP

A	  na=ve	  Chicagoan,	  Stan	  has	  
commuted	  all	  his	  adult	  life	  
between	  Chicago	  and	  southern	  
California,	  either	  for	  business	  or	  
pleasure.	  	  His	  first	  of	  numerous	  
Mercedes	  products	  was	  a	  blue	  
1983	  190E	  sedan.	  	  

Since	  then,	  he	  has	  owned	  exclusively	  various	  other	  Mercedes	  models,	  
including	  SLKs,	  the	  ML	  Class,	  GLC	  and	  varie=es	  of	  the	  E	  Class.	  	  He	  has	  
displayed	  some	  of	  his	  vehicles	  in	  various	  car	  shows	  around	  the	  
country.

When	  it	  comes	  to	  Mercedes	  products,	  he	  has	  the	  pride	  of	  ownership	  
and	  considers	  his	  service	  on	  the	  Board	  of	  Directors	  of	  the	  Orange	  
County	  Sec=on	  to	  be	  a	  privilege.	  	  Since	  its	  opening,	  he	  has	  been	  a	  
client	  of	  Fletcher	  Jones	  Ontario.

Secretary, Social Media & Advertising Chair 
Anne-Marie Alexander

Anne-‐Marie’s	  love	  affair	  with	  Mercedes-‐
Benz	  marque	  began	  in	  2009	  when	  she	  
bought	  her	  first	  2.3L	  -‐	  16V	  190E.	  	  Since	  then,	  

she	  has	  owned	  three	  more	  16	  valves,	  and	  is	  
currently	  in	  the	  middle	  of	  a	  nut-‐and-‐bolt	  
restora=on	  of	  her	  1987	  2.3	  -‐	  16V	  190E.	  	  

Anne-‐Marie’s	  weekends	  are	  spent	  watching	  

her	  boyfriend	  restoring	  several	  W201	  and	  W124	  Mercedes-‐Benz.	  	  In	  
addi=on	  to	  showing	  her	  friend’s	  cars	  at	  Legends	  of	  the	  Autobahn	  since	  
2013,	  Anne-‐Marie	  was	  a	  judge	  for	  the	  pre-‐merger	  AMG	  class	  in	  2017	  

and	  will	  judge	  again	  this	  year.

Newsletter Editor & Membership Chair 
M.Ward, Director of Guest Experience

Maurice	  studied	  journalism	  and	  has	  an	  
Associate	  of	  Arts	  Degree	  in	  both	  Graphic	  
Design	  and	  Hospitality.	  He	  has	  always	  had	  
a	  passion	  and	  love	  for	  cars,	  even	  at	  a	  
young	  age	  when	  other	  kids	  were	  asking	  
their	  parents	  to	  take	  them	  to	  the	  Toy	  
Store,	  Maurice	  was	  asking	  his	  mother	  
take	  him	  to	  dealerships	  to	  look	  at	  cars.	  

Growing	  up	  in	  a	  Mercedes-‐Benz	  household,	  
he	  is	  not	  new	  to	  the	  marque,	  and	  while	  he	  has	  owned	  various	  vehicles	  
from	  his	  mom’s	  hand-‐me	  down	  XJ6-‐Series	  III	  to	  a	  European	  Delivered	  
BMW	  335i	  and	  a	  couple	  vehicles	  in	  between,	  Mercedes-‐Benz	  has	  
always	  felt	  like	  home.	  

To	  experience	  all	  the	  marque	  has	  to	  offer,	  he	  has	  visited	  the	  
Mercedes-‐Benz	  Museum	  in	  Germany	  and	  aeended	  several	  AMG	  
Driving	  Experiences	  and	  will	  be	  aeending	  the	  Driving	  Experience	  at	  
Laguna	  Seca	  Raceway	  this	  year.	  

Director at Large
David R. Stillwell 

David	  comes	  to	  us	  with	  a	  very	  extensive	  
and	  successful	  Concours	  background	  
winning	  many	  local,	  regional	  and	  Na=onal	  
Events.

His	  great	  aeen=on	  to	  detail	  and	  
workmanship	  has	  earned	  him	  the	  respect	  
of	  the	  Judges,	  as	  well	  as	  an	  invita=on	  to	  
joining	  the	  Judging	  team.

His	  passion	  and	  love	  for	  cars	  started	  long	  before	  he	  was	  ever	  born,	  his	  
grandfather	  was	  a	  professional	  race	  car	  and	  test	  driver.	  	  As	  he’s	  told	  …	  
“…..it's	  in	  his	  blood”.

When	  he’s	  not	  working	  on	  one	  of	  his	  cars,	  compe=ng	  or	  judging	  on	  the	  
Concours	  circuit,	  David	  travels	  the	  world	  as	  a	  Captain	  for	  a	  Major	  
Airline.

No Photo | Bio Available 
As Of Publication Of This 

Issue.

MEMBER  TALK  CONTINUED
MEET THE BOARD

Treasurer 
Rosie Bauer
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 As many of you know just because you have a CDL 
doesn’t automatically mean you are a good driver. As we move 
further from our DriversEd classes, the reading and studying of 
the CA Drivers/Motorist Handbook, we should take time to 
review the basic principles of driving that are still relevant today 
for yourself or pass on to your drivers.
The Smith System of Training is a program that was developed 
by Harold Smith in 1948. The Smith System Driver Improvement 
Institute was established in 1952 and provides training to 
companies with vehicle fleets, driving schools and government 
agencies. 

! The Smith 5 Keys employs five basic principles. Each 
principle is designed to reduce the risks involved in driving by 
teaching drivers to anticipate dangerous situations. By driving 
defensively, traffic-related injuries are reduced, even in adverse 
weather condition
 The five principles of the Smith System are:

Aim High and Look Ahead
Consider that your teen has heard “keep your eyes on the road” 
for at least 15 years. The inexperienced driver interprets that to 
mean “look at the road directly in front of the vehicle.” Parents, 
as you drive with your teen, ask him/her what he/she sees 20 to 
30 seconds ahead.
Keep Your Eyes Moving
Rather than blankly staring straight ahead, the driver needs to 
survey the entire driving environment. Glance left and right. 
Check the side and rear view mirrors every 20 to 30 seconds. 
Note what other drivers are doing.
Get the Big Picture
Similar to the ‘identify’ and ‘predict’ steps of the SIPDE process, 
you need to assimilate everything you see into one big picture. 
Look for pedestrians, road construction, and changes in the 
traffic flow. Note anything that might block your vision or 
otherwise increase your risk.

  

 
Leave Yourself a Way Out
As you drive, continuously position your 
vehicle so that you keep a margin of space 
around it. You have the greatest control 
over the space to the front of your vehicle. 
Keeping a good, safe margin to the front 

will help you avoid a collision in most 
situations.
Make Sure Others See You
Communicate with other drivers. Make 
eye contact if appropriate. Use 
daytime running lights or low-
beams to increase your 
visibility. Use turn signals 
effectively by applying the 
signal at least 3 seconds 
before your maneuver and 
leave the signal on until you 
complete the maneuver.

 An important rule in defensive 
driving is anticipating other drivers’ 
errors, mistakes in judgment and/or 
carelessness.  (Courtesy Smith System) 

Safety. Decades of preparation. Milliseconds of proof. For well over half a century, Mercedes-Benz engineers have been devoted 
to preparing for a moment they hope never occurs. From the invention of the crumple zone to countless innovations in occupant 
protection and accident avoidance, the safety firsts of Mercedes-Benz often set a standard that all automobiles eventually follow. 
Today, a Mercedes-Benz offers exclusive new breakthroughs to help make an accident less severe, less damaging, or even less 
likely. True to their heritage, they're engineered to protect you in ways you might never have imagined. And with the hope that 
you'll never have to.

THE SMITH SYSTEM
DRIVING PRINCIPLES
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In 1927 she ran twice at the 
Swiss Klausen race, which at that 
time, was by far the most popular 
but also most difficult hill 
climbing track. There, she did not 
only  challenge her husband 
Wilhelm, but also the legendary 
Rudolf Caracciola – the most 
successful German racing car 
driver before World War II. On the weekend of July 
13th and 14th, 1927, Ernes ran the Klausen race in her 
180-hp Mercedes-Benz Type S in the racing car class 
with the biggest cars ranging from a 5,000 to 8,000 
ccm. Ernes Merck remained under the magical mark of 
20 minutes and came in second. As a surprise to many, 
she repeated her success on the next day, outracing her 
husband, as well as several other renowned racing car 
drivers. The only driver that defeated her was 
Caracciola and his Mercedes-Benz. Even though she 
didn’t win, Ernes Merck became a celebrity in the 
racing world. (Courtesy of Mercedes-Benz)

DRIVE THE FASTEST AND MOST POWERFUL THAT MERCEDES-BENZ HAS TO OFFER
AMG Driving Academy allows you to develop high-performance skills in a premier selection of AMGs - 
including the all new Mercedes-AMG GT S - in ways you never thought possible.
Everything put into AMG vehicles we learned at the track. Now you can share in that too. 
https://www.amgacademy.com/register

CLUB CONTACTS
SECTION OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS

President Gerhard Fehrmann
fehrmannranch@msn.com
Vice President Daniel Schwartz
carsfordan@gmail.com
Treasurer Rosi Bauer
stareuro@hotmail.com
Secretary Anne-Marie Alexander
a.alexander89@gmail.com
Director at Large Stan Dale
stanleyjdale@gmail.com
Director at Large David Stillwell
beachhouseinhb@aol.com
Newsletter |  Webmaster M. Ward
millenias1@yahoo.com

Regional Director Bud Cloninger
scottsdale3@mac.com  SW Region

CLUB CONTACTS 
ADDITIONAL CLUB CONTACTS

Social Media | Startivities
Anne-Marie Alexander
a.alexander89@gmail.com 
Membership | Startivities 
M. Ward
ocmbca@gmail.com

Road Captain | Startivities
David Stillwell
beachhouseinhb@aol.com 
Dealer Liaison 
Stan Dale
stanleyjdale@gmail.com

FOLLOW THE STAR
WOMEN RACE CAR DRIVERS & MERCEDES-BENZ 

ERNES MERCK
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FOLLOW THE STAR  CONTINUED

WILL THE NEW G-CLASS STAR IN JURASSIC WORLD:FALLEN KINGDOM? 

! Not long ago, Mercedes launched a video 
teaser with strong Jurassic Park vibes, as part of 
the “Stronger Than Time” series. The short film 
shows the vehicle under water, with the aquatic life 
palpitating, ready to be awaken from a long-lasting 
sleep. Eventually, the G-Class is shown locked 
inside a gigantic ice cube, hinting that it has 
preserved its iconic DNA of high-performance, 
state-of-the art assistance systems for safety and 
comfort.

! Mercedes-Benz has placed vehicles in the 
Jurassic Park action-adventure franchise movies 
since the very beginning. The first M-Class 
generation showed up in the first installment of the 
series, back in 1997.

! The clock is ticking and the final countdown 
has begun for the iconic, rugged, off-road and 
virtually indestructible utilitarian G-Class that has 
survived 4 decades and defied generations of 
automobiles that have come and gone. This year the 
new 2019 Mercedes-Benz G-Class is scheduled to hit 
showrooms, just in time as the new “Jurassic World: 
Fallen Kingdom” hits cinemas across the globe. 

Have you seen 
the teaser 
videos 
Mercedes-
Benz has been 
circulating?

The video seems to be 
nothing but a clue for the 
fans of the Jurassic series.

     Posing the question will 
the new G-Class star in the 
movie that premieres this 
summer? We can only hope to 
see the boxy G on the screen 
this summer, staring in “Jurassic 
World: Fallen Kingdom”.

G-Class Tidbit: The Mercedes-Benz G-Class, 
sometimes called G-Wagen (short for Geländewagen, 
"cross country vehicle")

Did you know? The production of the new 
Mercedes-Benz G-Class has begun at the Magna 
Steyr plant in Graz, Austria; this is the very same 
place where it has been produced ever since 1979.

! ! !  

JURASSIC WORLD: FALLEN KINGDOM HITS THEATERS JUNE 22,2018 
Jurassic World roared onto the scene with the biggest opening weekend in U.S. history, totaling $208.8 
million at the box office. With a superstar cast and incredible special effects, the dino-filled thriller 
was nothing short of spectacular just as the Mercedes-Benz stars which played fairly prominent roles 
and cameos in the film. 
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TO OUR SPONSORS
OC Support 

Our sponsors graciously 

support our section. 

Please show support by 

utilizing  their 
services.    

SETTING THE STANDARD IN COLLISION REPAIR SINCE 1967!

Your ad here
Contact 

a.alexander89@gmail.com
to have your ad in the next  issue of 

the Orange County Star

mailto:info@mbcaoc.com
mailto:info@mbcaoc.com
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MEET OUR MEMBER’S CARS

Each of our members brings something unique 
to the club, some of the members cars are 
concourse restorations, some are projects, others 
daily drivers or highly modified beasts.

We look forward to featuring your vehicle in a 
future issue of the Orange County Star.  

MERCEDES-BENZ TIDBIT

Exhaust Tip  The exhaust tip (the end of the exhaust that is visible from back of the 
car) is also an often overlooked item when it comes to detailing. Cleaning and polishing 
it properly can be the final touch that gives your car a professional-looking finish, while 
neglecting it can take away from the overall appeal of your otherwise gleaming car.

S-Class   

The Mercedes-Benz S-Class, formerly 
known as Sonderklasse (German for 
"special class", abbreviated as "S-Klasse")

The S-Class designation for top-of-the-line 
Mercedes-Benz models was officially 
introduced in 1972 with the W116, and 
has remained in use ever since.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W116
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W116
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Member Name
Address

City, State, Zip

Mercedes-Benz Club of America
Orange County Section

1907 Lelaray St.

Colorado Springs, CO 80909

MEMBER UPDATE
Dear Valued Members, 

If you’ve either moved, changed numbers, 

email or addresses please login or call the 

National Business Office to update your 

information to receive the latest club info. 

NBO# 800.637.2360

We’re now on Facebook & 
Instagram, please take a moment to 

follow us. 
facebook.com/orangecountystars
instagram.com/orangecountystars

the Orange County Star

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Don’t forget something 
special for dad’s special day.


