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The use of wrapping paper is first documented 
in ancient China, where paper was invented in 
2nd century BC.  In the Southern Song dynasty, 
monetary gifts were wrapped with paper, 
forming an envelope known as a chih pao. 

The wrapped gifts were distributed by the 
Chinese court to government officials.  In the Chinese text 
Thien Kung Khai

Wu, Sung Ying-Hsing states that the coarsest wrapping paper 
is manufactured with rice straws and bamboo fiber.

Although the Hall brothers Rollie and Joyce Hall, 
founders of Hallmark Cards, did not invent gift wrapping, 
their innovations led to the development of modern gift 
wrapping. 

They helped to popularize the idea of decorative gift 
wrapping in the 20th century, and according to Joyce Hall, 
"the decorative gift-wrapping business was born the day Rollie 
placed those French envelope linings on top of that showcase.
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It’s the Christmas season again, and 
before we get sick of the eggnog, 
fruitcake, and Christmas music played ad 
nauseam, we get to enjoy it for a couple 
weeks. But have you ever wondered 
where some of our strange Christmas 
traditions come from? I mean, we tell kids 
that a fat man is coming into our homes 
at night; we bring in trees to shed all over 
the carpet; and we kiss under parasitic 
plants  all in the holiday spirit. How the 
hell are these even related to Jesus, 
whose birthday we’re supposed to be 
celebrating?

      Well, sit back, pour a 
glass of  some eggnog and 

grab some gingerbread, and take a 
ride on the MBCA-OC sleigh!
#Ten: Christmas, as most of us 

know, is the Christian tradition 
honoring the birth of Christ though it is 
not celebrated solely as such in our 
modern society. To most, Christmas 
represents a time of joy, gift-giving 
and family. Christmas as we know it 
evolved out of the Roman tradition of 
Saturnalia, a festival honoring their 
god of agriculture, Saturn, on the 
winter solstice.
Due to the already-rampant 

celebration taking place on the date 
and the revering of light and the sun, it 
was a natural development to celebrate 
the birth of Christ on the same date. 

Many Roman writers give references 
to the date of December 25th and 
Christianity between the 2nd and 3rd 
centuries, and it is believed that the 
holiday was widely celebrated by 
Christians by the turn of the 4th century. 
Though Christmas is celebrated as the 
birth of Jesus Christ, we don’t know the 
exact date, or even the year of his birth.
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MBCA OC MEMBER

!   NOVEMBER | DECEMBER
Jenny Qian, Evy Keays, Belinda Espino, Andrew Linksy, Jose 
Moreno, Rosalind Knox, Joel Lopez, Naza Zardaryan, 
Carlos Valderrama, Edward Unsworth, Alexandra Ortiz, 
Shirley Tetelepta, Elezar Castro, Beverly Leuchter, Krita 
Patadia, Geoffrey Carlin, Mirella Chacon, Evaangelina 
Ibarra, Mindy Salazar, Isaac Carter, Kuanchung Chen, 
Deni Curtis, Ronald Rezek, Daniel Jimenez, Cresta 
melegrito, Nancy Blackmore, Linch Quach, Deshanta 
Carr-Hill, Shannon Kaufman, Jessica Rock, Cristina Barajas, 
Luke Malek, Donmario Diaz, Kathy Miller, Thomas Clarke, 
Talyn King, Matthew Molina, Ren Galindez, Steven Porter, 
Bianca Uribe, Timothy Williams, Nilesh Kotadiya, Dina 
Evans, Xing Qu, Gary Leibovitz, Todd Habert, Matthew 
Essex, Fernando Hernandez-Granda  

MEMBER RECOGNITION

If we’ve missed your name in this issue, we 
apologize.  Please contact us and we’! be sure 
to get you in our next issue. 
ocmbca@gmail.com

	 	 - M. Ward

Mistletoe is one of the many Christmas holiday traditions that, frankly, most people do not 
understand but play along with anyway. But mistletoe's magical hold over holiday lovers goes back                
way before the first office Christmas party.

There are hundreds of species of mistletoe a parasitic green plant that grows on trees and shrubs
that can be found around the world, and as such, many cultures have worked the plant into their 
customs and mythology. 

Many ancient groups associated mistletoe with fertility and vivacity, and some considered it an aphrodisiac.

The tradition of kissing under the mistletoe started in ancient Greece, during the festival of Saturnalia and later in marriage ceremonies, 
because of the plant's association with fertility. During the Roman era, enemies at war would reconcile their differences under the 
mistletoe, which to them represented peace. Romans also decorated their houses and temples with mistletoe in midwinter to 
please their gods.

MISTLETOE

MEMBER TALK

mailto:ocmbca@gmail.com
mailto:ocmbca@gmail.com
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#Nine: Gift Giving. It’s sometimes 
said that the tradition of gift giving started 
with the 3 wise men, who visited Jesus 
and gave him gifts of myrrh, 
frankincense, and gold. If you want to 
start a Christmas tradition, I suppose the 
first Christmas would be a good date to 
start. As with many other entries on this 
list though, the true origin of gift-giving 
lies in Pagan beliefs.
During Saturnalia, children would often 
be given gifts of wax dolls – an act with a 
rather macabre history itself; the dolls 
were used to represent human sacrifices 
that Rome had given to Saturn in the past 
as payment for good harvests. Boughs of 
certain trees and other plant matter were 
also a common gifts during Saturnalia, 
and were used to represent bounty and 
good harvests.

#Eight: X-MAS, that’s right 
X-mas not X-Men. While 
some rather ignorant 
groups in the Americas 
believe that the abbreviation 
“x-mas” is an attempt by the “dirty 
liberals” to “keep the Christ out of 
Christmas”, the true origins have 
a strong basis in Christianity. In 
the abbreviation, the X stands for 
the Greek letter Chi, the first letter 
of the Greek word for Christ. 

Jesus’ name has also been abbreviated 
as XP, a combination of the first and 
second letters of the Greek word for 
Christ. From XP comes the labarum, a 
holy symbol in Orthodox Christianity that 
represents Jesus.
The term X-mas has been used since the 
16th century, though it gained prominent 
usage in the 18th and 19th centuries. In 
the modern world, X has been taken to 
be used as an abbreviation for any word 
with Christ or the “krys” sound in it, even 
in words which have no etymological 
connection. Chrysanthemum, for 
example, is sometime shortened to “xant” 
on florist’s signs, and crystal has 
sometimes been abbreviated as “xtal”.

#Seven: Wreaths. Since 
classical antiquity, the wreath 
has been used as a symbol 
of power and strength. In 
Rome and Greece, kings and 
emperors often wore laurel 

wreathes as crowns – a practice they 
themselves borrowed from the Etruscans, 
who predated them. The Greeks and the 
Romans connected the laurel wreath to 
their sun god, Apollo, and considered the 
crown to embody his values.

Continued on page 6

Board Meetings have been 
postponed due to Covid19

- Albert Rodriguez 

Care like no other, for a car like no other.

Keep your Mercedes-Benz looking like new inside and out with specially formulated shampoo, 
paint cleaner, polish, and other products from the Mercedes-Benz Car Care Product Collection. 
Each product is meticulously designed to clean, protect, and maintain the original Mercedes-
Benz appearance that was love at first sight.

REAR VIEW MIRROR

Continued from page 1
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To our valued members and enthusiasts:

There’s snow place like home for the holiday’s.  Thank you for your 
continued loyalty to MBCA, Orange County.  Our thoughts and prayers go 

out to all those that continue to be affected by COVID-19 around the world. 

As the situation with the coronavirus (COVID-19) continues to plague us as well as many other clubs, we 
continue to take steps and make every effort with the resources we have available to help make sure you and 
your Benz are still engaged with the club virtually. 

The health and safety of our members is top priority and like many other clubs, we’re taking guidance from 
the CDC and local health authorities best practices. Unfortunately every time we catch a break and attempt to 
plan an activity due to social gathering restrictions and stay home orders; out of an abundance of caution, 
activities wind up having to be canceled or postponed, therefore all physical and social MBCA, OC activities/
events have been postponed until further notice. We are continuing to monitor the situation and working with 
the National Office of MBCA, CDC, Orange County & Riverside County Public Health Services. 

Based on the guidance we have received from these organizations, our own preparedness and our ability 
to adapt, I want you to know that you can continue to rely on your Board of Directors to stand ready to assist 
you and get the OC section back on track once this has all subsided. Our goal will and always shall be to 
providing an exceptional club experience and satisfaction in all areas of your membership.

Here’s Ho Ho Ho-ping your holiday season and the days leading into the new year are merry and bright! 
As always, thank you for your continued loyalty to MBCA and MBCA, OC. Be well and stay safe. 

Happy Holiday’s & Happy Christmas.

Sincerely, 

Maurice Ward

President, MBCA, OC
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HISTORY OF NATIONAL UGLY SWEATER DAY

Ugly sweaters have been around for as long as people 
created a concept of fashion. They weren’t always made 
purposefully — maybe someone made a mistake in their 
knitting, or tried a new design that didn’t turn out as cool as 
they thought it would. However, it wasn’t long before grandmas 
everywhere were knowingly (maybe while chuckling to 
themselves) knitting their grandchildren ugly Christmas 
sweaters complete with baubles and “I love Grandma” lettering. 
They knew what they were doing. We’re watching you, 
grandmas.

However, mass market ugly sweaters made 
their purposeful debut in the 80s. Popular 
character Bill Huxtable on The Cosby 
Show constantly made fashionistas gasp 
when he’d come into scene in a gaudy, ugly, 
yet slightly endearing sweater that he 
knew was completely outrageous. In 1989, 
Chevy Chase added his own twist to the 
theme as Clark Griswold in National 
Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation movie.
It seemed the 90s were eager to get rid of 

the ugly sweater trend, but it reared its 
“ugly” head back into public eyes in 21st century Canada. Two 
men from Vancouver came up with the idea to throw the first 
official tacky holiday sweater party to raise money for their 
friend’s cancer treatment. The party was a hit, leading the way 
for similar events to show up all over the northern hemisphere. 
Ugly sweater parties went from small holiday get togethers to 
huge events, sometimes in support of charity. Today, ugly 
sweater parties and competitions are one of the highlights of 
the season, with everyone trying to one-up each other in 
searching for the most appalling outerwear they can find. The 
sweaters have gone from accidentally tacky to purposefully 
shameless. The only way this celebration can be more extra was 
if there was a holiday dedicated to it…oh wait! There is!

NATIONAL UGLY SWEATER DAY STATISTICS
23% of people will buy an ugly 

sweater
It’s bound to happen! Whether it’s for 

a house party, an office event, or for 
family photos, 23% of people don’t doubt 
that they’ll be joining the ugly sweater 
brigade some time in the future. The joy 
that comes with purposefully wearing an 
ugly sweater (without your fashion senses 
coming into question) is pure and 
unbeatable. 

9% of people have celebrated
Haven’t been to an ugly sweater party 

yet? Don’t worry, you’ll get there 
eventually. In fact, 9% of people have 
reported that they will be going to their 
first ever ugly sweater party this year. 

Don’t know anyone throwing a party? 
Why not host your own and invite other 
friends that haven’t been to one before? 
Ten ugly sweaters are better than none!

Uglychristmassweaters.com made $5 
million!!!

This company knows their ugly 
sweaters. In only three years, their profit 
has skyrocketed into being a multimillion 
dollar company. So you can bet they 
know their stuff. This company allows you 
to customize your own ugly sweater, buy 
one in their stock, and even has sweaters 
created by popular influencers. Some of 
their sweaters are so ugly that they’re 3D! 
Many retailers have seen a good amount 
of profit coming in during the holiday 
season specifically from their stock of 

ugly sweaters, which goes to show just 
how seriously people take their 
decorative holiday-wear.

In the United States, an 
additional five million 

tons of waste are 
generated over the christmas 
gift giving period;   
four million tons of this is 
wrapping paper.

FOLLOW THE STAR
DOWN MEMORY LANE
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Harvest 
wreathes; the predecessors to our 
modern decorations were used in rituals 
for good harvests, and predate even 
written history. Ancient European animists 
often used evergreen in their wreathes to 
symbolize strength and fortitude, as an 
evergreen will live through even the 
harshest of winters. As for the connection 
to Christianity, since wreathes symbolized 
tenacity and everlasting life, they were 
often used in funerals of important 
people, specifically in the burials of saints 
and martyrs.

    # Six:Stockings. Many 
people know of Saint Nicholas 
being the basis of Santa Claus, 
but the practice of stocking-
stuffing can be traced back to 
his charitable donations in the 
4th century. Nicholas believed 

that childhood should be savored 
and enjoyed – but in a time where boys 
and girls younger than 10 had to work to 
support their families, this wasn’t always 
possible.
       He therefore gave what he could in 
homemade food, clothes, and furniture. 
The bishop even gave out oranges, 
which would have been very rare and 
expensive in Lycia, where he lived. The 
problem became where to leave these 
gifts so that the children would find them. 
According to legends, he then saw girls’ 
stockings hanging above the fireplace, 

and ol’ Saint Nick (to paraphrase) thought 
“Why the hell not?”. From then on, 
children would hang stockings up hoping 
that Saint Nicholas would visit them that 
night.
           Beyond St. Nick, the practice can be 
traced back to Scandinavian countries 
that still held their Pagan beliefs. Children 
would leave their shoes full of carrots, 
straw, or other similar foods for Odin’s 
mythic horse, Sleipnir. When Sleipnir ate 
the food, Odin would leave candy or 
other treats in their place.

Continued on page 9

Mercedes-Benz  Holiday Cameos

Last Holiday

Watch one of these films this holiday season and see if you can spot a Silver Star!

The Holiday

Continued from page 3
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The best way to prevent illness is to avoid being 
exposed to this virus. Learn how COVID-19 spreads 
and practice these actions to help prevent the spread 
of this illness.

To help prevent the spread of COVID-19, everyone should:

✴Clean your hands often, either with soap and water for 20 seconds or a hand sanitizer that contains at least 
60% alcohol.
✴Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
✴Put distance between yourself and other people (at least 6 feet).

✴Cover your mouth and nose with a mask when around others.
✴Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash.
✴Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces daily.
✴CDC recommends that people wear masks in public settings and when 
around people outside of their household, especially when other social 
distancing measures are difficult to maintain.
✴Masks may help prevent people who have COVID-19 from spreading the 
virus to others.

People will likely need to wear masks and follow social distancing guidelines 
through the end of 2021 and into 2022.

How can I prevent coronavirus disease other than social distancing?
To help prevent coronavirus infection, do many of the same things you do to 

avoid the common cold: Wash your hands thoroughly with soap and warm water or with an alcohol-based hand 
sanitizer. Wear a face mask in public. Keep your hands and fingers away from your eyes, nose, and mouth

wear a mask.  save lives.
wear a face cover
wash your hands

                            keep a safe distance 

Please Wear A Mask 
and 

Social Distance
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Is Your           a          Star? 

We all love our vehicles! If you’d like to 
feature your Mercedes-Benz vehicle(s) in a 
future issue of the OC Star Newsletter or if 
you have an interesting story or photo 
with you and your Benz regarding a road 
trip or anything else you’d like to share or 
feature, please submit them digital format 
via e-mail to: ocmbca@gmail.com 
We look forward to your submissions.

mailto:ocmbca@gmail.com
mailto:ocmbca@gmail.com
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 #Five: Christmas Tree. The 
modern Christmas tree differs greatly 
from its roots; today, we decorate an 
everlasting, artificial construct with 
bright lights and dazzling ornaments, 
while traditionally, the tree was of 
course, real and more importantly, 
decorated with edibles such as apples 
and nuts. The tradition, as with that of 
the wreath, started with the elements 
symbolized by evergreens in pre-
Christian winter festivals: immortality 
and fortitude.

The evergreen was also known to 
have represented the same values to a 
variety of cultures, including the 
Egyptians, Chinese, and Hebrews. The 
worship of trees was also very common 
in European druidism and paganism. In 
Christian tradition, trees were often put 
up in December to serve the dual 
purpose of warding off the devil and 
allowing a perch for whatever birds still 
remained. Evergreen trees decorated 

with apples and wafers were also used 
in Christmas Eve plays during the 
Middle Ages to represent the tree from 
which Adam and Eve at the forbidden 
fruit. As for decoration, the first 
evidence for decorated Christmas trees 
comes from German craftsman guilds 
during the Renaissance. After the 
Protestant Reformation, trees enjoyed 
a surge of popularity among Protestant 
households as counterparts to the 
Catholic nativity scene.

#Four. Caroling. Christmas carols 
grew out of the first Christmas hymns, 
which developed in 4th century Rome. 
While these Latin hymns were sung in 
church for generations, the first true 
carols developed in France, Germany, 
and Italy in the 13th century. These 
carols, written in the vernacular 
language of the area they were 
composed, were enthusiastically sung 
at community events and festivals. 
They were not composed specifically 
as Christmas carols, but rather as 
conglomerate holiday songs that were 

sung at many separate festivals and 
celebrations.
Later on, the songs would become 
associated primarily with Christmas 
and sung in numerous churches. 
Carols in Protestant churches were 
much more numerous, since the 
Protestant movement encouraged the 
arts, especially music. The modern 
practice of going door-to-door caroling 
likely has something to do with the root 
word for carol, “carole” or “carula” 
which both mean a circular dance. The 
practice may have developed out of the 
public ceremonies that created the first 
carols.
      #Three. Boxing Day, and no we 
aren’t talking about getting in the ring 
and boxing.  Boxing Day is, as opposed 
to the rest of this list, an instance where 
a secular holiday grew out of a religious 
one. In most English speaking 
countries, Boxing Day is traditionally 
the day following Christmas in which 
people receive gifts from their bosses 
or employers.

Today, Boxing Day is known as a 
shopping day similar to Black Friday. 
Many important sporting events are also 
commonly held on the holiday. Boxing 
day grew out of St. Stephen’s day, a 
Christian holiday that commemorates the 
eponymous St. Stephen, the first 
Christian martyr. St. Stephen was a 
deacon in an early church in Jerusalem. 

After an argument with members of 
the synagogue, he was accused of 
blasphemy. While waiting for his trial, he 
said he had seen God the Father and 
Son, though this wasn’t enough to save 
him – he was stoned anyway.

#Two. Mistletoe. Now while we did 
cover mistletoe in the Member Talk area, 
it’s still a good idea to read on as there is 

more information to be learned about it 
and its tradition. 

Mistletoe is a parasitic plant which 
perches on a tree branch and absorbs 
nutrients from the trunk – hardly one of 
the most romantic forms of life. But it has 
been inspiring people to go at it for 
generations. Mistletoe has a large 
mythological background across many 
cultures.

The Greeks believed that Aeneas, the 
famous ancestor of the Romans carried a 
sprig of mistletoe in the form of the 
legendary golden bough. In Eddic 
tradition, mistletoe was the only thing able 
to kill the god Baldur, since it had not 
sworn an oath to leave him alone.   

Amongst other pre-Christian cultures, 
mistletoe was believed to carry the male 

essence, and by extension, romance, 
fertility, and vitality.

Its use as decoration stems from the 
fact that it was believed to protect homes 
from fire and lightning. It was commonly 
hung at Christmas time only to remain 
there all year until being replaced by 
another sprig next Christmas. The 
process by which mistletoe became 
associated with kissing is currently 
unknown, but it was first recorded in 16th 
century England as a very popular 
practice. Mistletoe carries a pretty good 
legacy, for a parasite of a plant that 
causes diarrhea and stomach pain when 
ingested.

Continued on page 12

Continued from page 6

Give the gift of 
performance this 
holiday season. Use 
you MBCA-OC 
discount with K&N 
this holiday season. 
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quod sit. Antehabeo  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
S E R V I C E S  A V A I L A B L E  

 
 
 

 
 MOBILE OIL CHANGE   

Pick from our three vehicle 
services. Each is designed for 
your specific vehicle.  

1. Standard service 
2. Luxury  Service 
3. Sports car service 

  
 DIAGNOSTIC TESTING  

Our first time customers can 
enjoy a diagnostic scan of 
their vehicle with the purchase 
of an oil change for only 
$15.00. A diagnostic scan will 
read check engine lights or 
any other illuminated service 
light on your vechiles cluster 
display. 
 

    Contact info: 
P#(855)645-7377 
Email: oilresqservice@gmail.com 
Website: mobile-oilchange.com 

 

 

.  

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consec tetuer 

adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 

euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 

aliquam. Ut wisi enim ad o, torqueo valde 

ea vero antehabeo sit autem occuro, 

adsum. Luptatum magna volutpat distineo 

vel, nobis ingenium multo, epulae quidne 

vindic dolor ipso. Sino sudo augue, 

sagaciter ventosus pertineo, quidem 

proprius. Pagus in populus quis 

 

consectetuer delenit nobis. Quis defui 

odio diam ut, antehabeo vel opes 

suscipere paratus wisi te quia. Dolore 

praesent nostrud, eros iriure enim vero 

autem quia luctus erat multo, virtus vero 

comis. Damnum os in neo plaga praesent 

valid. Brevitas dolore, refero, torqueo 

valde ea vero antehabeo sit autem 

occuro, adsum. Luptatum magna volutpat 

distineo. 

 

 

 15%  OFF   
Any  Service  for  current  MBCA-OC  Members 

 
*$15.00  OFF  first  time  customers* 

   
Follow us on social media @oilresq 

  

Offer only valid with $170 purchase or more. 
 

DRIVER’S  SEAT
 POSITION 1

Whether you are within the OC, LA or IE, we have got you covered. We will come 
to you to service your Mercedes with Genuine Mercedes-Benz parts & the TLC it 

deserves.  Contact us at (855) 645-7377 to learn more. 
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��������������������  final���������	
��������������������  destination���������	
��������������������  this���������	
��������������������  Christmas,���������	
��������������������  Safe���������	
��������������������  Travels!���������	
��������������������  

~ OilRes-Q

TIPS TO KEEP YOU AND 
YOUR BENZ SAFER THIS WINTER

Winter can be a challenging time for 
drivers. You should always put safety first 
and allow extra time for your journey – but 
what else can you do? Ensure your 
Mercedes is ready to tackle wintry roads 
with our list of must-haves for navigating 
cool conditions.

Defrost your car – Perhaps the most 
obvious one, but it could be the most 
important. Make sure

your vehicle is completely defrosted 
before you hit the road, and ensure the 
visibility from your vehicle is as high as 
possible.

Reduce demand on batteries – 
Leaving lights, display screens and other 
features switched on unnecessarily in the 
cabin can be a strain on the battery. 
Turning them off as soon as you’re done 

will help in preventing any sudden 
losses of power.

Wash your Mercedes-Benz 
regularly – Keeping your car clean 
ensures dirt doesn’t accumulate and 
damage the paintwork of your vehicle.

Fill up your cooling system with 
antifreeze – Antifreeze is essential to 
stop your cooling system from freezing 
during very cold weather. Make sure it’s 
topped off frequently to keep everything 
running smoothly.

Clean headlamps and windows 
regularly – A clean car is a safe car, as 
your vision won’t be compromised and 
there’ll be plenty of light emitted from your 
sparkling headlights.

Keep windshield and headlamp 
washer fluid full – Keeping washer fluids 
full means you’ll have plenty to clean your 
windshield with, making sure your vision is 
always as good as it can be.

Check your tires – Another important 
one: tires are the only thing standing 
between you and slippery surfaces, so 
ensure their tread is at least 3mm and that 
they’re not too worn.

Keep your distance and watch your 
speed – Since braking takes far longer on 
slippery roads, keeping a safe distance 

from 
the car in front is a 

must. Always make sure you’re in control 
of your speed too, and never go faster than 
feels comfortable – or the speed limit.

Avoid sudden acceleration and 
braking – Your control levels will be much 
lower on icy roads, so take things slowly to 
keep you and your Benz safe 
throughout 
the season. 

If your 
Mercedes 
Benz has 
beige, tan 
or grey 
interior it 
is 
especially 
critical to 
replace 
your 
cabin 
filter in order to keep dirt out of the 
interior of your vehicle.  
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The holidays are a time for friends, family and celebrations. Unfortunately, they are 
also the time when accidents involving 
drunk or drugged drivers increase.

Because of this, the National Highway 
and Transportation Safety Administration 
has deemed December National Drunk 
and Drugged Driving Prevention/
Awareness Month to help educate the 
public of the dangers of driving under the 
influence of alcohol and drugs.

The best way to stay safe during this month of celebration and beyond is to understand 
the very real risks of drugs and alcohol, to commit to always driving sober and to stick to the following tips.

Tips For A Safe Holiday Season
The following tips for a safe holiday can help you have fun and enjoy the season without risking 

the chance of getting a DUI or causing an accident due to drug or alcohol use.

Plan Ahead
With a full calendar of office parties and holiday get-togethers, it’s easy to find yourself under 

the influence and away from home. It’s much easier to designate a driver to get you home safely 
before you’re under the influence. Planning ahead before you head out to celebrate can keep you safe and prevent an 
accident.

Take The Keys
What if you see someone you know stagger out of a party and into their car? Like the slogan goes, “friends don’t let 

friends drive drunk.” If we all applied this rule of thumb, there would be far fewer injuries and deaths due to drunk or drugged 
driving.

Yes, it can be difficult to stop someone who is drunk or high from getting behind the wheel, 
but it’s far easier than having to feel partially responsible for a needless accident. Offer a ride, 
pay the cab fare or let someone sleep over. Just don’t let anyone drive when they are unable 
to safely do so.

Be A Responsible Host
As the host of a party, you have a responsibility to ensure your guests get home safely. 

This can be accomplished by offering transportation to and from the event, serving non-
alcoholic beverages 
and cutting off the 
alcohol at least an 
hour or more before 
the party ends.
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Continued from page 9

We’ve taken you on a sleigh ride throughout these 
pages of our holiday issue 
and now you’ve made it 
down to #One. Santa! 

Most people know 
that Santa’s origins lie in 
Saint Nicholas, that 
generous Saint who gave 
presents to needy 
children. However, many 
other figures evolved into 
the conglomerate we call 
Santa Claus.

For one, the Dutch 
Sinterklaas, who himself 
has basis with Saint Nick, 
was the main inspiration 
for Santa Claus. He is 
nearly identical to Santa: he wears red and white, knows if 
you’re naughty or nice, and has elf helpers referred to as 
Zwarte Piet. However, the legend takes on a much darker 
legend when one hears that the Zwarte Piet’s duties also 
include punishing naughty children with “jute bags and willow 
canes”. He also differs from Santa in the facts that he wears 
a bishop’s hat and comes on steam boat from Spain, rather 
than the North Pole.

Another large influence into Santa’s design is the British 
Father Christmas, a figure developed in the 17th century as 
the embodiment of holiday joy and mirth. Odin also exists as 
a potential pagan inspiration for Santa Claus; he lead a 

hunting party with other gods on Yule, a German holiday at 
roughly the same time as Christmas; he rode Sleipnir, a 
legendary horse with 8 legs; like Santa, he has 8 reindeer; 
and he would fill children’s’ boots with candy, as mentioned 

earlier.
The modern Santa Claus, 
contrary to popular belief, 
was not created by Coca-
Cola, but has been in 
American folklore since 
the late 18th century. His 
name comes from an 
Americanization of 
Sinterklaas, and 
somewhere along the 
way, he lost his bishop’s 
hat. One could write an 
entire list on the origins of 
individual components of 
Santa’s story – suffice to 
say that they all have 

interesting origins, and I would suggest further reading.
There may be a couple levels of separation, but nearly 

every strange traditions we practice around the holiday 
season stem from Christianity, and further than that, even 
have a basis in Pagan religions and pre-Christian traditions. 
And really, do the connections to Christianity even matter? 
Christmas is the one time of year where everyone (or nearly 
so) is friendly, generous and gets along with each other, 
does it matter the inspiration? As a non-Christian, I believe 
we can all learn something from the Christmas spirit, 
regardless of race, religion, or creed.
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TO OUR SPONSORS

SETTING THE STANDARD IN COLLISION REPAIR SINCE 1967!

Your ad here

Contact 
a.alexander89@gmail.com

to have your ad in the next  issue of 
the Orange County Star 

Sponsors are also added on our website

OC Support 
Our sponsors graciously 

support our section. 

Please show support by 

utilizing  their 
services.    

mailto:info@mbcaoc.com
mailto:info@mbcaoc.com
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CLUB CONTACTS
SECTION OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS

President Maurice Ward
ocmbca@gmail.com
Vice President Jeff Wong

Treasurer Anne-Marie Alexander
a.alexander89@gmail.com
Secretary Albert Rodriguez

Director at Large Kip Finch 

Newsletter & Web Editor M. Ward
ocmbca@gmail.com

Regional Director Bud Cloninger
scottsdale3@mac.com  SW Region

CLUB CONTACTS 
ADDITIONAL CLUB CONTACTS

Social Media | Startivities
Anne-Marie Alexander
a.alexander89@gmail.com 
Membership  | Startivities 
M. Ward
ocmbca@gmail.com

Road Captain | Startivities
Albert Rodriguez

Club Relations | Startivities
Jeff  Wong

Dealership Liaison | Startivities
Kip Finch 

DRIVE THE FASTEST AND MOST POWERFUL THAT MERCEDES-BENZ HAS TO OFFER
AMG Driving Academy allows you to develop high-performance skills in a premier selection of AMGs - 
including the all new Mercedes-AMG GT S - in ways you never thought possible.
Everything put into AMG vehicles we learned at the track. Now you can share in that too. 
https://www.amgacademy.com/register

AROUND THE BEND

STARTIVITIES CALENDAR

Dates

December 9 - CHP Toy Drive Kick Off - 
Riverside CA - 8330 Indiana Ave 
11am-8pm

Dates

December 13 - Cars & Coffee with 
CHiP’s For Kids Toy Drive & Coffee with a 
Cop 9am - 12noon - Canyon Crest Towne 
Center 

Dates

December - Holiday Party Postponed

StarDrives & Other Virtual 
Startivities Coming Soon! Stay 
Tuned.

mailto:fehrmannranch@msn.com
mailto:fehrmannranch@msn.com
mailto:fehrmannranch@msn.com
mailto:fehrmannranch@msn.com
mailto:fehrmannranch@msn.com
mailto:fehrmannranch@msn.com
mailto:fehrmannranch@msn.com
mailto:fehrmannranch@msn.com
mailto:fehrmannranch@msn.com
mailto:fehrmannranch@msn.com
mailto:fehrmannranch@msn.com
mailto:fehrmannranch@msn.com
mailto:fehrmannranch@msn.com
https://www.amgacademy.com/register
https://www.amgacademy.com/register
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PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT 

SAVE THE DATE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

STAR TRADITIONS 
ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY 

DO YOU KNOW ALL THE PERKS OF BEING A MEMBER OF MBCA-OC?

One of the many benefits that your OC section of the Mercedes-Benz Club 
of America offers you is:

Exclusive Discounts - Head over to the Website for details

Ho Ho Ho, Hoping your 
holly-days and the days 
leading into the new year 
are merry and bright!

For more info contact MBCA-OC StarExperiences 
at ocmbca@gmail.com

December 13, 2020 - Canyon Crest Cars & Coffee with a Cop
HOW TO PREPARE & SHOW YOUR CAR  AT A CONCOURS

Join us for Coffee with a Cop in the Canyon Crest Towne Center in 
Riverside Ca. We will also be hosing our second annual Toy Drive for the 

CHiPs for Kids Program with California Highway Patrol 

December 9 - CHP Toy Drive in Riverside. Kick Off Event 12pm-9pm 
DECEMBER TO REMEMBER - TOY DRIVE

mailto:info@mbcaoc.com
mailto:info@mbcaoc.com
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Mercedes-Benz Club of America
Orange County Section

PO BOX 17434

Anaheim, CA 92817-9998

MEMBER UPDATE
Dear Valued Members, 

If you’ve either moved, changed numbers, 

email or addresses please login or call the 

National Business Office to update your 

information to receive the latest club info. 

NBO# 800.637.2360

We’re now on Facebook & 
Instagram, please take a moment to 

follow us. 
facebook.com/orangecountystars
instagram.com/orangecountystars

the Orange County Star

PLACE 
STAMP
HERE


