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COUERED BRIDGE TOUR — A NICE DRIVE IN THE COUNTRY

S omeone had to be in charge of the weather - | de- This event was every bit as good as we had hoped. We
cided it would be me ... that worked out pretty well.  should add a couple of more bridges, add some miles
and do it again in five or six years. If you missed it and
would like a copy of the faultless directions let me know.

| can email them to you. Don’t go if it’s raining — and ab-
solutely not in the snow. Many of these roads are re-
mote, narrow, poorly marked and lightly travelled — how’s

Folks started showing up about 10, most were on the
road by 11. What a nice time. The storm (hurricane-
whatever) Irene had closed many of the roads. Carl
Schwartz and | spent eight hours in Bucks County figur-
ing out alternate routes from the original plan Julie Le-
vine brought us five years ago.

We added an alternate (less foreboding) ending leg for
those who preferred to not face the steep slope, closed
in, drop off to the left, cliff to the right half mile of Uhler-
town Road. Closed from Dec 1 due to snow, actually the 3,‘
roadbed was sound and all you needed to do is over-
come the optics (and the directions).

Several folks said they would have liked to take longer
on the drive but they knew dinner started at 3:30. How
nice! The trip was 80 miles. On my final (of five) test
drives | did it in about two and a half hours. | had said
there was no rush. Folks stopped at the flea market,
went up Bowman’s Tower, visited local farm stands —
Tom Elder stopped to buy some tomato preserves — |
didn’t know Tom liked tomato preserves.

As the writer of the directions it was a lot of fun to write —
‘IGNORE road closed sign’, ‘continue, but pay attention’, &=
‘caution’, or ‘significant, unseen down slope’.

As planned, the ride ended across the street from the
Stockton Inn. They had a 40 foot Mercedes-Benz ban-
ner strung across the front of the hotel. What a great
place for dinner. We chose either filet of beef or chicken
breast something-or-other; both wonderful; real mashed
potatoes. If you are in the area and want a reliably good e
meal choose the Stockton Inn.

Election of officers resulted in Valerie Cristiano - Presi-
dent, Ken Spingarn — Vice President, Pankaj Dayal —
Secretary and Lucille Chabala — Treasurer / Registrar.
Congratulations to us all for having a great team of en-
thusiasts to lead us for the next two years.
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Holiday Party at German American Club
787 Featherbed Lane, Clark, NJ
About 10 minutes WEST of Exit 135 of the GSP.
Sunday, December 4, Noon to 4pm. Get there a little early
Served appetizer choice of
Shrimp Cocktail
Smoked Scottish Salmon
House salad, pick a dressing
Buffet selection of
Sauerbraten
Goulash
Bratwurst and Bauernwurst w/ sauerkraut
Red cabbage and spaetzle.

| think buffet is better than plated/served because you can sample all of the entrees,
that’s what I'm gunna do. We were here last year. We took a vote. Everyone (except
two — the heck with them) of the crowd of 70 voted to return.

In addition there will be a selection of fruit juices, cut fresh fruit, breakfast breads, rolls
and butter. The Viennese table will include black forest, plum, mozort cakes as well as
apple strudel. Coffee, tea, soft drinks are all included. Cash bar.

Costs will be $25 per grown up, maybe | should say adult because some lucky adults —
like me - are yet to grow up. Price is $5 for the 12 and under set for the same menu.
The GA Club web site & directions: http://www.deutscherclub.us/

See page 15 for information about our annual “Toys for Tots” charity drive.
For reservations and payment, please contact Lucille Chabala, 6 Brook Way

West Orange, NJ 07052. 973-731-9133 Luluchab@aol.com
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FOR SALE: 1971 Mercedes-Benz 280SE 3.5 Coupe Metallic blue exterior, blue leather interior. A/C, Good
running condition. Three owners, 210,000 miles Needs some TLC. Asking $9,500. Andrew Permison
thepermitage@comcast.net 973-379-7283

A/C, AM-FM-Cassette, Sunroof, 105,000 original miles, Excellent

| condition, One owner, 25 years from new until May 2010. Original
paint, no rust. Drives great. Asking $8,995. Andrew Permison
thepermitage@comcast.net 973-379-7283

FOR SALE: 107 Hardtop Carrier. Very Little Use. Excellent Condition. For use with: 450 SL, 380 SL, 500 SL,
560 SL. (1972-1989) $125.00. Carrier Cover is included. $150.00 for both, OBO. Joe Cristiano 908-369-0793

FOR SALE: Mercedes Benz SL removable hard top including stand and cover, $1000.00 or best offer.
This mint condition top (signal red with a palomino headliner) is from a 1991 SL with 34,000 original miles.
Located in Northern New Jersey. Carl 201-401-4421 nbehringer@hotmail.com

" FOR SALE: Four Mercedes Rims - W140 Chassis. Will fit 92-99-S Class vehicles. $240 all
four reconditioned and clear coated rims.

U | Like new. Dave Veith 973-985-6179

condition; 8 cylinder / 472HP, Tlptronlc/Automahc, Heated and
cooled leather seats; Harmon Kardon stereo w/ 6 CD changer and
IPod doc; Remote keyless entry and ignition; Navigation; Xenon headlamps; Alarm;
Traction Control; Rear window shade; New tires onrear; 3 sets of floor mats (rubber for ==
winter and 1 set never used); All service by Mercedes technicians. $34,800 (obo) D
Michael Fischer Madison, NJ 862-485-2433 michaelwfischer54@gmail.com

FOR SALE: 1971 280 SEL 60,879 Miles. Taupe with Brown upholstery. Repainted 4 yrs. ago. Many renewed
mechanical and electrical parts including a new entire muffler system. New Tires. Runs and Drives well.
Restoration 85% complete. No Rust. Asking $4,900.00 or OBO Clear Title

Call Duane 973-715-8948 or e-mail velt72@aol.com NN

FOR SALE: 1995 E320 Cabriolet — 98.000 miles - Near showroom condition, inside
and out - Car comes in very desirable triple black - Black with Black Leather Inte-
rior Black Soft Top - Fully functioning Air Conditioner - Very tight, smooth running
engine - No transmission slippage - All accessories in full working order - Only
4500 miles on new tires.W124 Platform Only 6500 built - very good potential to be-
come a Collector’'s Car - Original MSRP $77,300 Asking $15,800 — please contact
Peter Jansen 732-416-0023 or peter-jansen@comcast.net

FOR SALE: Four 7 spoke OEM wheels for 2000 S Class excellent condition, no dam-
age, with center caps. Each wheel has Michelin Alpin winter tire 225/60R16 98H
mounted. Used two winters, good tread left. $400. Will meet you to deliver in Cen-
tral-North-South New Jersey. Otherwise buyer pays for shipping. Call Mike at 908-
458-2509 or email to mwhunter@verizon.net.
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AFFILIATION DISCOUNT with Prudential
Long-Term Care Insurance™ Policies

Az a member of Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc., NINJS, you are eligible to receive a 5% discount® on
yvour Prudential Long-Term Care Insurance policy, issued by The Prudential Insurance Company of America
[Prudential). This is in addition to other discounts and reductions you might be eligible for, such as a spouse
or pariner discount and the preferred rate class.

Prudential Long-Term Care Insurance Discounts nclude: For More

Information Call:

Affiliation Discount: 5% James Flynn, CLU, CLTC

) 120 Eagle Rock Avenue, Suite 120
Full Spouse or Partner** Discount: 30% »
o East Hanover, NJ 07036

Single Spouse or Partner®* Discount 15% 201-317-0627

james. fynrd@prudential.com

[CASAR License Mumber]

* These discoents a=d reductions are awatlable to members or emplopees, spoussstpariners, paresty, im-laws, shbsgs, grasdparests, auses,
endes, amd children age 15 and older.
== Partner discount not svadiahble in Maryland.

Long-Term Care Insurance policy is issued by The Prudential Insurance Company of America, 751 Broad
Street, Mewark, NJ 07102 (300-732-0416). This coverage contains benefits, exclusions, limitations, eligibility
requirements and specific terms and provisions under which the msurance coverage may be continued in force
or discontinued. Prodential is authorized to conduct business in all 1.5, states and the District of Columbia.
All insurance policiesfoptions may not be available in your state.

Prudential, the Pradential logo asd the Rodk symibol are servics marks of Prudential Financial, Inc. @ P.ﬂldﬂnﬁﬂl

and its related eatities, registered b many jursdicios workdwide
This 18 2 solication fior kong-term care Inmemece. A ESSUTINGE SEL EIY CONLCE PO
01 B&26E-DHNIH -00

0185258
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JEWELERS

Richard Feinstein Hinee 1848

Rick Furhman . N
Diamonds and Jewelry of Distinction,

Robert Greenfield and the Finest Quality Watches.
Henry Grieco Patek Philippe Breitling
Breguct Tag Heuer
Emi Havas and Peter Havas Cartier Bedat
Jaeger LeCoultre Kreiger
Prakash Hingorani and Harmeet Hingorani LW.C. and much more...

Bernard Jones Also your destination for professional watch and fewelry repair
with a watchmaker and hench jeweler on site.

John Mastick

Beatrice O'Brien 175 Westwood Avenue 28 South Dean Street
Westwood, NJ 07675 Englewood, NJ 07631
201-664-0616 201-569-4556

Gregory Paglianite
Lori Pressler

Donald Robbins

Vinit Verma

Visit us at www.lavianojewelers.com

Theresa Zarzecki
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OUR NEW DEALERSHIP IS NOW OPEN
The moment you walk through Intercar’s doors you'll
notice how much we've grown. Nearly 3 times in size
in all departments, sales, parts and service!

Every detail... just right

Genuine Savings on Genuine Mercedes-Benz Parts

NOW up to 20% off FOR CLUB MEMBERS
Free Door-to-Door Delivery

Family owned and operate

||]|N|E

& 5 Rts206&94 Newton  [EIMETEE S

USAA®
Mercedes-Benz Rl .
creeces e e intercarmb.com or call 973-383-8300 SEANTOUESTIRENCNS
DIRECTIONS: FROM ROUTE 80: ROUTE 94 NORTH, ONE MILE NORTH OF NEWTON OR ROUTE 206 NORTH, ONE MILE NORTH OF NEWTON OR ROUTE 15 NORTHTO 94 SOUTHTO 206
HOURS OF OPERATION: Monday - Friday 8am to 5pm. Saturday 9amto 1pm

Making your experience...
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NEW and Exclusive Benefit for Northern New Jersey Section
Mercedes-Benz Club of America Members:

No-cost Membership in XCEL Federal Credit Union!

Special offers for Northern New Jersey Section members only:

VEHICLE LOANS

» New and pre-owned vehicle rates as low as 2.99% APR*
for terms up to 36 months

» Other rates and terms available

FEDERALLY-INSURED,
48-MONTH CERTIFICATE

> 2.40% APY* - $500 minimum
(Penalty for early withdrawal)

» Other rates and terms available

For more information: WHO WE ARE...
Call Ray de Quintal at 201-546-2928 or XCEL is a New Jersey-headquartered, not-for-profit, and

e-mail raydequintal@XCELfcu.org. member-owned financial institution. We are federally insured and
we have been competently serving our members since 1964.

WHO CAN JOIN...

Northern New Jersey Section members and their immediate
family members.

WHAT WE OFFER...

Outstanding rates on vehicle and home equity loans,
mortgages, credit cards, checking, savings, money markets and
certificates. See our complete product and rate listings at
www.XCELfcu.org. We are members of a network with 28,000
To open your no-fee membership;account surcharge-free ATMs and 4,000 shared branch service centers
online, visit our secure website at across the U.S.

www.XCELfcu.org and click on “OPEN A" NEW

ACCOUNT NOW — BECOME A MEMBER.” www.XCELfcu.org

—
e

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. APY = Annual Percentage e
Yield. Rates quoted include the special bonus and NCUA
discount offers and are subject to change without notice. Ty .
v

QL
LENDE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
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@)®) benzelbusch.com
O O 888-214-5667

Benzel 88 BuscH

M 0T@ OR C AR

DEFINE THE WAY YOU DRIVE

C 0OARP

All New. Still Original.

Infroducing the all-new 2012 M-Class. Redesigned
inside and out. Discover the extraordinary comfort,
versatility, and safety of perhaps the most advanced
4MATIC SUV in the world. Well appointed and excep-
tionally safe.

QOutside, the all-new M-Class wears the sharp creases
and aggressive, upright grille of the new Mercedes-
Benz design
language,

but retains a
fundamentally
familiar look.

Perhaps the
most conspic-
uous changes,
however, are
seen within.
Inside the
spacious and
wholly rede-
signed cabin,
you'll find all the exquisite materials you expect from
Mercedes-Benz, including hand-polished Eucalyptus
wood trim.

New innovative technology like the 7-speed
7G-TRONIC PLUS automatic fransmission with shift
paddles, ATTENTION ASSIST driver-drowsiness monitor,
AGILITY CONTROL suspension, nine safety bags,
PRE-SAFE® anticipatory occupant protection, and
performance with an all-new Direct Injection V-6 or
enhanced BlueTEC clean Diesel engine.

Our unique approach to automotive retailing focuses
on an unparalleled response to owner requests.

Arrange to meet with your own Personal Account
Representative today fo test drive the All New 2012
M-Class, or start your journey at benzelbusch.com.

Mercedes-Benz

Mercedes-Benz
28 Grand Avenue
Englewood, NJ 07631
benzelbusch.com

MAYBACH

&

Maybach
28 Grand Avenue
Englewood, NJ 07631
benzelbusch.com

0 snor JRICEHO

open your mind.

Smart Center Englewood E
24 Grand Avenue

Englewood, NJ 07631
benzelbusch.com

DOWNLOAD A QR CODE READER
TO YOUR PHONE AND SCAN FOR
THE LATEST NEW CAR SPECIALS.
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Technical CQFREE st T

s we head into the Fall/Winter season | would like to remind you to check and clean the water

drains on your MB, especially on newer vehicles. They can clog up pretty quickly with leaves and

other debris and could cause water to enter the interior of the vehicle, which can cause exten-
sive (and expensive) damage.

This might be a good time to replace the wiper blades, too, which should be done twice a year, prefera-
bly in the spring and fall.

If your MB has a Tire Pressure Monitor System, make sure you have the correct

14 pressure in the tires. The pressure can easily drop several pounds when the ambi-
ent temperature drops, let's say from 60-70 degrees down to 20-30 degrees
overnight and that may just be enough for the TPC/TPM light to come on.

astly, if you drive your MB in the winter, consider snow tires on all 4 wheels,

whether it's a 4-Matic or rear wheel drive. | also like to add some weight in

the trunk of a rear wheel drive MB, since most of them are fairly light in the
rear. About a 100-150 Ibs of Kitty Litter or Salt will do, which you can use for trac-
tion if you ever get stuck on an icy driveway.

Alloy Wheel Repair of NJ
Serving
Morris, Sussex, Somerset,

GAIFCK) oo i BLOW YOUR
Mobile Wheel Repair - We Come to You MONEY ON CARS

Cosmetic Curb Damage
Bent Wheels Gouges

Pothole Damage Peeling / Cracking
Scrapes Fading

Call (484) 357-4490
Let's face it, the less you spend on insurance,

customerservice@xpresswheelrepair.com lhe more ou'll have t ospend on the car ﬂ

1S, Wy
All of Our Services & Promotions Th‘nr rates are incredibly Io.; for such *omﬂlere
Visit coverage. So if you want to blow your dough

www.xpresswheelrepair.com on something fun for a change, call today for

more information.
Is Your Wheel
Beyond Repair?

Pankaj T. Dayal

No Problem - We Have 238 Ernston Rd Ste. #3

a Large Inventory of
OEM Wheels

Parlin, NJ 08859-1947

732-588-5229

Collector Car Insurance’
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’. We perform like the cars we sell...
Xy O e World Class Automobiles from
- a World Class Dealership

Mercedes-Benz www.GlobeMotorCar.com

EXCLUSIVE = °
MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB MEMBERS
SERVICE SPECIAL!

O F F *Nat t be combined with any other offer. Must present coupon at time of write up, offer subject to change without notice.
Not responsible for typographical errors. Expires 9/30/11.

[}
1
1
1
1
1
Y

4

Reboot Your Drive at Globe Motor Car! .
World Class Automobiles from a World Class Dealership.
Exceeding our customers expectations for nearly half a century!

The 2011 C300 Sport Sedan. A vehicle that restores the fun in driving and
THE 2011 your faith in what a sport sedan can be. Its aggressively bold looks are matched
C-CLASS STARTING AT by an aggressively bold yet efficient V-6 engine, while its AGILITY CONTROL
$ 3 3 9 9 0 * suspension can read the road and adapt to your driving style for better handling
)

feedback and stability. It’s the Mercedes-Benz sport sedan that makes the
competition start all over. Again.

For your convenience open for Saturday Express Service 8am to 2pm

*MSRP for a 2011 C300 Sport Sedan excludes all options, taxes, e, regis., fransportation cherge and dsaler prep. 2011 C 300 Sport Sedan shown at $33,990 in Black paint. Options, mode! availabiity and actual
dealer price may vary. See us for detais. ©2010 Authorized Mercedes-Benz Dealers

Globe Motor Car Co. GlObe
Celebrating more than 40 Years.

Where Your Business Means The World to Us. MOTOR CAR CO.
973.227.3600

1230 Bloomfield Avenue, Fairfield, New Jersey

Shop on line @ GlobeMotorCar.com
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Forty-One Section Events in the Past Two Years

As shown here, NNJ has sponsored, cosponsored or endorsed 41 events in the past two years; something for
you to choose every three weeks. Clearly, no one, except me, goes to all of them. | won’t be going to all of
them next year, but | did in 2010 & 2011 (whew).

There are, of course, several traditional events; Antiques Road Show, AACA in Florham Park, June Jamboree, Ger-
man Marque in Fleetwood, Alpine Classic, Fairfield Concours, Annual Picnic, Holiday Party. It took us a while to
develop these favs; lots of trial and error. Trends change; events fall out of favor and need to be replaced.

There is also a lot of other stuff; car shows, concours, tech sessions, lunch at someplace nice, maybe even a little
kulture now and again.

New ideas are sometimes hard to come by. I've asked for suggestions in the past and have received / acted on a
couple of good ones. |ve also acted on a couple of duds but nothing ventured, etc. Joe Grattan

Column1 The 20 Events of 2011 The 21 Events of 2010
Jan Pre-owned inspection@MB Flemington

Feb Becker Auto Sound Tech Session @ Euro Tire in Fairfield
Feb Tech Session -Precision Motors

Mar Antigues Road Show Antigues Road Show

Mar Piano Recital in Princeton

Apr Auto XX with Porsche Tech at Details and Shade Tree
Apr Judging Seminar at Globe

May Edison Lab Tour

May AACA in Florham Park AACA in Florham Park

May Rallye at the Meyersville Inn

June June Jamboree June Jamboree

July Deutsche Classic/Fleetwood Deutsche Classic/Fleetwood

July MB night at German Club in Clark MB night at German Club in Clark
July Auto XX with Porsche Open Road Car Classic

Aug Tech Session at MB Collision Center Kart racing rained out

Sept Oktoberfest

Sept Regional Picnic - rained out Regional Picnic

Sept Fairfield car show Fairfield car show

Sept MBCA Day in Summit Starfest in VA

Oct Autocross in Englishtown

Oct Covered Bridge Tour AAA Driver Improvement

Oct Alpine Classic Alpine Classic

Nov Tour of MB in Manhattan New car intro at Benzel Busch
Nov Karting in Millville rained out

Dec Holiday Party at GA Club Holiday Party at GA Club
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OUR NEW DEALERSHIP
ISNOW OPEN

The moment you walk through
Intercar’s doors you'll notice how
much we've grown. Nearly 3 times
in size in all departments, sales,
parts and service!

‘:—v‘
—m

Convenient customer service DRIVE-THRU.
Pickup and delivery

- Loaner car.

Every detail... just right

_l__—*

_IVMETcedes=ben:

| -

)N
L

Making your experience_" .D Family owned and operated since 1973 L E E L£c

5%

A, T o 8 &

-~ 8

- A 8- & g @

M & B

Mercedes-Benz U-SAA-:bh Rts 206 & 94 NeWton ] " '2 =
R intercarmb.com or call 973-383-8300  Scanyour smartphone here

DIRECTIONS: FROM ROUTE 80: ROUTE 94 NORTH, ONE MILE NORTH OF NEWTON OR ROUTE 206 NORTH, ONE MILE NORTH OF NEWTON OR ROUTE 15 NORTH TO 94 SOUTHTO 206.
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Foreign Car Experts Since 1975
SHADE TREE GARAGE Genuine Mercedes Parts

171 Washington St.. Morristown, NJ 07960 A SE[; %Z?’ggéflegrgf‘;:;fgnals
(973) 540-9880

$10/Day Loaner Cars Available
Anything the dealer can do, we can do better!

www.shadetreegarage.com

Thank you for your trust, confidence and referrals.

THE MOST EXCITING OPEN VERICLE

O n September 18, 2011 the 8" Annual Fairfield Concours d’Elegance
was held on the grounds of the Fairfield County Hunt Club in Fairfield CT.

Perfect weather brought over 8,000 visitors to view a wide spectrum of stun-
ning automobiles.

The selection of cars, representing some of the most significant cars in existence, makes the Fairfield Concourse
one of the premier events on the East Coast show circuit.

A Bonhams Auction, held in the afternoon, brought a further highlight, in addition to factory displays showing their
latest models, with the new McLaren MP4-12C getting the most attention.

| participated with my 1957 Mercedes 300SL Roadster and was pleased to receive

the “Most Exciting Open Vehicle” award, which is quite an honor consider-
? ing the over 200 magnificent automobiles on display.

i § More S0, it is a wonderful present and recognition for Mercedes-Benz, in the
WEB = yoar of celebrating the 125" anniversary of the invention of the Automobile.

Eckart A.Scheffler
= Croton-on-Hudson, NY
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John Kuhn Bleimaier

he automobile and the concept of freedom are

intimately intertwined. The open road and the
sense of mobility are at the epicenter of American culture.
When foreigners think of our country their predominant im-
age is of the US citizen behind the wheel of his car going
wherever he chooses, whenever he chooses. Furthermore,
the choice of vehicle driven by the free American repre-
sents a statement of his personal values and fundamental
beliefs. This is the essence of the American dream

There is no question in my mind that, if the US
Constitution had been written in the
20™ Century, the automobile would
have found its way into the bill of
rights. Freedom of religion, freedom
of speech, freedom of assembly, the
right to bear arms, the right to a jury
trial, the abolition of cruel and unusual
punishments; these would have been &
joined by the right to drive, free ac-
cess to highways and bridges as well
as freedom of vehicular choice. Tho-
mas Jefferson and his colleagues
were molded by the independence of the frontier life style.
Self reliance and self determination were the natural by-
products of an environment far removed from king and con-
stabulary. When the automobile came on the scene a cen-
tury and a quarter ago, it was just in the nick of time to re-
claim the sense of freedom that could otherwise have been
eroded in a hyper organized modern society.

It's our job as car club members to ensure that the
inalienable rights attendant upon individual locomotion are
recognized, protected and enshrined in the sacred docu-
ment of the republic. The 9" amendment to the Constitution
guarantees that all the rights not specifically mentioned in
the Bill of Rights and elsewhere are nonetheless vouched
safe to the people. Well and good. However, the Founders
recognized that government is an inherently voracious en-
tity which devours freedoms and resources. Thus they
framed a unique statement of rights and responsibilities
replete with checks and balances. They also provided for
amendment of the Constitution in order for this document to

From the dawn of the automobile era Americans
took for granted their inherent right to utilize this miraculous
new instrumentality as they pleased. Note that in Great
Britain and elsewhere in the Old World a very different
mentality prevailed. A hundred years ago British law re-
quired motorists to drive behind a flagman on foot warning
of an approaching motorcar. How thoroughly un-American!

There is a natural bureaucratic tendency to erode
freedom even in our democratic society. Behold the invidi-
ous notion that driving is not a right but a privilege. Further-
more, governmental authorities
& have arrogated unto themselves

§ the prerogative to charge tolls for
i the use of roads and bridges
which were built with public
L/ funds. Big brother has even de-
M vised an electronic device which
il senses your use of turnpikes and
parkways so that you can be sent
a monthly statement. Additionally
a federal agency has the temerity
to tell the populous what cars it
may and may not import. The Founders would be indig-
nant.

Because the aforementioned infringements have
gradually crept into the body politic notwithstanding our
Constitutional protections, it is time to amend that mighty
instrument to set right the injustice. If driving is a right your
driver’s license can not be revoked without a trial before a
jury of your peers. The anomaly of charging citizens for the
use of public roads must be recognized for what it is: extor-
tion. The convoluted red tape surrounding the importation
of uncertified foreign cars must be cut.

When we implement the foregoing agenda we will
have given real meaning to the phrase, “land of the free,
home of the brave.” Gentlemen & ladies of the Mercedes-
Benz Club of America: Start your engines! Damn the speed
bumps... full speed ahead!

address changing times. We now need a new constitutional £

amendment stating that driving an automobile is a basic

human right, that governments and their agencies may not §

charge for the use of public roads and that there is funda-
mental automotive freedom of choice.
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From the President ........ Joe Grattan

QOE GRATTAN’S SWANSONG

As | close out 6 years as part of the
leadership team | am entitled to brag,
but | also have to acknowledge there are
things | could have done differently.

First a little business...

On the up side | was able to build on what Doug / Andreas /
Lucille had done and continue to increase the treasury to a
level equal to what we spend in a year. You will see in the
firstissue of 2012 where we stand financially. Itis my ex-
pectation we will have spent on goods / services / dona-
tions about $24,000 in 2011. Our prudent reserve will be
less but we will build it back up.

A big annual expense, the newsletter, costs us about
$5,000 per year. The advertising is essential to the support
of the newsletter.

The June Jamboree requires 35- 40 volunteers to run. In-
cluding the judge’s seminar and lead-in work, this cost us
about $5,500 this year.

We get back about 20% of your annual dues from the Na-
tional office.

We use the overflow to put gifts on the table, logo shirts at
discount, donations to selected causes and subsidize
events. There is no free lunch. We work for what we get.

| don’t mean to load this message with business stuff but
the Club IS a business.

We run / support / endorse about 20 events a year. All, or
most, have costs. Half, or fewer, have registration fees.

We go to car shows, tech sessions, park on the grass with
people we just met, have lunch / dinner, play nice with oth-
ers, smile when we might not otherwise, so forth / so on;
lots of interesting things to do and talk about.

However, the fact is, just as at your house, the money
needs to be there.

What would | have done differently....

I’m thinking this is going to be hard to write. No one wants
to admit errors/omissions/ flaws. In business | could get
insurance for this.

Clearly, | have not paid as much attention to the DRIVER

side of our membership as | should have. | made some
good attempts with Auto XX, helped by JKB, and Karting —
rained out. | failed to develop the straightaway idea. The
Covered Bridge Tour was a big hit. But that’s a drive in the
country, not a DRIVE.

| could have done better on getting the teenagers to come
to events. | always thought this was a good idea but never
figured out the proper incentive for the kids. The logical
supporter of an about-to-get-a-license teenager is a par-
ent / grandparent. | was never able to put that together;
maybe a gift certificate to Best Buy.

| talked a lot about a Drive-n-Dine or a Weekend Day Drive
but it never happened. Wednesday nights at a diner —
show up talk cars/kick tires. Going to a cruise night some-
place — just show up, hang out and talk cars. Never did it.

We kicked around the idea of a photo / slide night in No-
vember; never got off the ground.

We have a lot of young families but they don’t have the
time to come to many events: soccer practice, band recital,
track meets, Disneyland at Spring Break and all that stuff.

What type of event will draw these members”

My thought about a family picnic didn’t draw a resounding
Hazzah, especially when someone suggested the picnic be
combined with an AutoXX. Guess | should have figured
that.

Join with other German Marques for a concours of some
kind, maybe at the GA Club in Clark?

Go to Limerock for their big deal in September, started to
plan but didn’t follow thru.

On the plus side...

We built the newsletter from 12 to 16 pages — 20 pages for
the July / Aug issue with a color centerfold. Thank you Ken
Spingarn, our supportive advertisers and all the folks that
contribute interesting content. It ain’t always easy.

We changed to an improved system of emails for all mem-
bers. Emails are now more professional, concise, informa-
tive.

We continue to have 13 members on the Leadership Team.
We’ve even gone into some succession planning.

The June Jamboree is smoothly run and continues to grow
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—we had 115 (most ever) cars registered this year. Al-
though this is a Section event it is now listed on the Club’s
National calendar, discussed, planned for, at National
meetings and draws leaders from MBUSA and the National
office in Colorado.

Our donations to good causes this year exceeded all previ-
ous years.

We continue to enhance our relationship with two agencies
that provide training for challenged adults by purchasing
their goods and services.

About 75 members are wearing Lands’ End shirts with our
Section logo when they go to car shows. All purchased at
(sometimes significantly) reduced prices. Advertising is
good.

All members received a free MBCA static-cling logo, in-
cluded in the newsletter earlier this year, to put on the car
window. Some folks asked for additional static clings for
other cars. If you want another one (or two, three?) let me
know. Advertising is good.

For the past two years we distributed ‘calling cards’ and
‘hang tags’ for members to give to other MB owners that
are not members of the Club. Advertising is good.

The Mayor of the City of Summit decreed Sunday Septem-
ber 18, 2011 Mercedes-Benz Club of America Day in Sum-
mit, NJ. MBCA was founded in Summit in 1956. Advertising
is good.

Included on page10 is a listing of the 41 events we spon-
sored / co-sponsored or suggested in the past two years.
| enjoyed being here. See you down the road.

Star Tracks 2011 on the web

http://sections.mbca.org/northern_new_jersey

Toys for Tots
Time to think
Of others - for

Years we have generously
donated

Selflessly to others less

Fortunate than

Ourselves — please

Remember that

This Holiday season we will

Once again be collecting new, unwrapped
Toys for Tots on

Sunday, December 4" at our Holiday Party

Please remember to bring your donation to the Holiday
Party on Sunday, December 4" at the German Ameri-
can Club in Clark, New Jersey. If you are unable to at-
tend the event, please consider dropping off a toy at
your local collection point or making a donation to a fa-
vorite charity of yours. See page 2.

Thanks in advance for you generosity and caring.

Valerie Cristiano

MOVING: Send Address
Changes to: MBCA
1907 LeLaray Street

Colorado Springs, OO 30909

or call 1-800-637-2360

Reminder:

Notice:

The next deadline for submission of all written and
graphic material to the editor is Dec 21, 2011.
Please email your submissions to Ken Spingarn
khs@openix.com

Did you know that For Sale ad submissions are free for
members? Just email your ad to the editor by the 21st of
the month prior to publication. You may include one or
more digital photos with your ad. Send to khs@openix.com
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NNJS Upcoming Events

Sunday, December 4 — Annual
Holiday Party — German American

Club — Clark, NJ — See page 2

January/February 2012— Tech
Session at Shade Tree Garage —
Morristown NJ — Date to be an-

nounced

March/April 2012 — Annual An-
tiques Road Show — Date to be

Announced

Sunday, May 6 — AACA Auto Show
at Automatic Switch — Florham

Park, NJ — Details to be announced

2012 and beyond —Please remem-
ber to visit our website often and
read our newsletters in the coming

year. http://sections.mbca.org/

northern _new _jersey/ We are

planning several new activities, in-
cluding mystery drives, rallies, auto-
cross, defensive driving school and

hands-on driving events

We usually have multiple events
every month, so take advantage of
what our club has to offer you. We

also encourage your input.

Please write to any of the officers or
board members listed on the second

page with your comments or ideas.

On behalf of the Northern New Jersey
Section - Mercedes—Benz Club of
America, we wish everyone a Happy
Holiday Season and a Healthy & Happy

New Year.
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