
 

 

Welcome, New Members 

   
November 14th 10am Board 
Meeting, Memory Lane Motors, 
Portland 
 
December 12th  10a-12p  
Sidedraught City , Portland   
 
December 19th 1pm Pittock  
Mansion Holiday Tour, Portland 
 
January 30th Luncheon time 
TBD Hayden’s on The Lake, Tual-
atin 
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Ronald Fields  Murphy 
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Francine Gray  Lake Oswego 
Charles Kingsley  Corvallis 
Alden Skinner  McMinnville 
Alexander Smith Portland 
David Whitney  Portland 
 
 
 
 
 

 

December Detail Clinic at  

Sidedraught City’s New Location 

Sidedraught is prepped and ready to show off our new space on Dec 12th for all of 
the members of MBCA, NW Portland Section! We have heat! We have comfortable 
seating areas! We have a bigger detailing area and better lighting to show off the 
work you can achieve with your Mercedes! Now at our new location just off 64th and 
SE Johnson Creek Blvd. We’ll start the session at 10AM and go till noon reviewing 
what makes these new PFM towels so great, why the new BOSS buffers, cremes 
and pads are revolutionizing the detailing scene and how we can continue to move 
our cars toward winning concours or our daily drivers to the point that people tell 
you your car looks great even when it’s in the rain. 
 
Sidedraught City 
9125 SE 64th Suite 1 
Portland OR 97206 
 
Be ready for a great day 
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President’s Message  
Present's Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I sat down to do this message 4 days late, because I forgot to 
do so on the morning after the Annual General Meeting.  
When I turned on my computer, “it” almost immediately 
reported to me that it was installing Windows.  ( note that I'm 
not on line. )  The computer ran for about ten minutes with a 
“warning bell” like sound, then reported that all of my records 
have been removed.  I could not understand what had 
happened.  Then I noticed that my external keyboard (I like it 
much better then the laptop keyboard) that I turn upside down 
when not in use (keeps the dust out), might be the cause of all 
the activity when I turned it on.  Sure enough when I turned 
the keyboard over the warning stopped.  The computer then 
informed me that my records were gone and asked me if I 
wanted them returned. I stated yes and watched the computer 
return my records.  The total time for the  above event took 
about twenty five minutes.  Isn't computing wonderful? 
 
The AGM was a very weak success.  About half of the turnout 
of last year showed up.  I made a large error.  Either choosing: 
Saturday instead of Sunday, October instead of November, Or 
choosing a date early in the month, is the cause.  I thought 
that October would be good in that late October/November 
has Halloween and Thanksgiving.  After the meeting it was 
suggested that a January AGM might be the best.  I think 
that's a great idea. How about you? 
 
I drove out to Roy, OR to check into the possibility of touring 
that community during the “Christmas Lights” season, for our 
December event.  The community discontinued that event 
several years ago.  Due any of you have a suggestion for 
December?   
 
I'm not doing very well this month. 
 
See you soon, 
 
Rus     

 
 

Mercedes-Benz Club  
of America,  

Portland Section 

Officers: 
 
President 
 Rus Eppler….……………….503-720-3637 
  
Vice President 
  Ron Woodruff……………….503-708-8151 
 ronwoodruff9@gmail.com 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 Kenneth Holtan (2015)………Phone TBD 
 kennethholtan@comcast.net 
 
Board of Directors: (Expiration Year) 
 Stacy Rollins (2013) ………..503-645-0675 
 stacy@stacyrollins.com 
 
 Jerry Sorenson (2013) ……..541-617-9297 
 jerrys@q.com 
 
 Mike Spicer (2014) ………….503-550-1403 
 mike_p_spicer@hotmail.com 
 
 Ron Woodruff (2013)………..503-708-8151 
 rbwgroup1@yahoo.com 
 
  
 Kenneth Holtan (2015)………Phone TBD 
 kennethholtan@comcast.net 
 
Northwest Regional Director: 
 Barry Patchett……………….250-246-5329 
 bmpatchett@shaw.ca 
 
Newsletter Editor/Advertising: 
 David Abarr…………………...541-981-1919   
 abarr63@comcast.net  
 
Portland Section Webmaster: 
 Kenneth Holtan……..………Phone TBD 
 kennethholtan@comcast.net 
 
Membership: 
 Pam Burback………………..503-236-1737 
 burbs5@aol.com 
 
Historian: 
 Jim Thompson……………...503-633-2366 
 jim814817@hotmail.com 
 
Past President: 
 Allen Stephens……………….503-708-0397 
 allen.c.stephens@gmail.com  
 
  

The Northwestern Star is the official publication of the Portland 
Section, Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc., and is provided 
solely for the benefit of its members.  Opinions are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily represent those of the publisher 
or MBCA, Inc.  
 
We encourage submissions, articles and photos from our mem-
bers. Deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month, care of 
the editor.  We reserve the right to edit or refuse submissions 
and/or advertising.   Copyright © MBCA Portland Section.  All 
rights  reserved.  

2015 Annual General  Meeting at 
Sayler's Country Kitchen 
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 Upcoming Special Tech Event Early 2016 ! 
By Stacy Rollins Portland Section 

 

Special Educational Event in February 
 
Many members enjoy working on their Mercedes-Benz vehicles, and they like the simplicity of the older models.  Many 
are afraid of the newer “computerized” cars, and they continue to drive their older Mercedes cars. The reality is the old-
er cars are getting older and wearing out as the miles and years accumulate. Despite Mercedes-Benz quality construc-
tion, they do wear out and owners have to face the reality of getting a newer Mercedes – or switching to something 
else.   
 
Your Mercedes-Benz club is preparing a meeting/event that will focus about selecting and caring for newer cars from 
the 2000’s to present.  Some of these models would be the W210, W211 (E-Class cars), W203 and W204 (C-Class), 
SLK's, newer SL's, and ML's and GL's.  We’ve asked a Mercedes-Benz expert named Kent Bergsma to present this 
topic to our membership, and he has agreed.  The event is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, February 20

th
. 

 
Kent started a business called MercedesSource, which is located in Bellingham, WA.  It started as a repair shop spe-
cializing in Mercedes-Benz – which was much needed in the local area.  In 1999 he started selling used, then new, Mer-
cedes parts via a still young internet based operation named eBay.  Kent’s eBay sales grew rapidly, but with an unex-
pected side-effect: parts purchasers began calling Kent for instructions on how to install the parts.  Kent started writing 
and publishing “how to” booklets that explained various parts installations, and Mercedes maintenance and service pro-
cedures.  This part of the company continued to grow, eventually surpassing the repair business.  Eventually the repair 
shop was closed down to focus on the growing parts and instruction operation.  About 7 years ago the company moved 
to a new location to better support the growing internet business.  Today Kent produces how-to videos along with print-
ed instructions, and he has begun designing and manufacturing specialty kits and tools for the home mechanic. 
 
Kent is very knowledgeable and an engaging speaker.  Mark your calendars now and plan on attending this event, 
which is sure to be interesting, educational, and useful for club members. 
 
Have you ever seen Kent’s videos on YouTube? Go here to view. There are hundred of professional shot videos for the 
DIYer. 
  
www.youtube.com/user/Mercedessource 
 



 

 

Board Meeting Nov. 14th  
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The next Portland Section Board Meeting is Saturday, 

November 14th  at 10AM at Memory Lane Motors 2608 SE 

Holgate Blvd, Portland, OR 97202   We invite all members to 

attend a board meeting to provide suggestions on how we 

can improve the club and provide ideas for upcoming events.  
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 Mercedes-Club Participates at Columbia River 

   

By Stacey Rollins, Portland Section 
 
Our Mercedes-Benz club had a car coral at this summer’s Columbia River Concours d'Elegance (Sunday, August 2, 
2015).  The Concours organizers, the Fort Vancouver National Trust, contacted one of our club members, Paul Pie-
trowski, about the club displaying member’s cars in a car coral.  Paul went right to work on this project, pulling togeth-
er a dozen cars for the coral despite short notice by the organizers.  Cars in the coral were for display only, and not 
judged by the Concours staff.  Many thanks to the members who displayed their cars, and to Paul who did an out-
standing job organizing the coral. 
 
The Concours had about 180 classic cars and motorcycles displayed along Officers Row on the grounds of historic 
Fort Vancouver in Vancouver, Washington.  In addition to cars in the coral, several club members entered cars to be 
judged, including two members from Seattle:  Ian Gleadle with his 190SL, and Jim Hulk with his 350SL.  Congratula-
tions to club members whose cars won awards: 
 
Ian Gleadle, Camano Island, WA – 1962 Mercedes-Benz 190SL 
Walt Tabrum, Scappoose, OR – 1960 Mercedes Benz 220SE 
Ernie & Pat Brawley, Fairview, OR – 1960 Mercedes 190 SL 
 
Officers Row is a delightfully picturesque setting in which to enjoy a car show.  It is made up of 21 historic houses that 
were built in the 19th century to accommodate the officers serving at Fort Vancouver.  The oldest buildings date to the 
early days of the mid-1800s, and were rehabilitated in the 1980’s by the City of Vancouver.  Many are of Georgian 
and Victorian architecture featuring bay windows, grand staircases, fireplaces, wide verandas and period doors.  It is 
called “Officer’s Row” because the houses are lined up in a row facing a parade ground that was once part of the Fort.  
Today the homes sit on 21 acres of beautifully landscaped and maintained grounds that accommodate both residen-
tial and commercial tenants. 
 
Next year our club hopes to participate again with a coral at the Columbia River Concours.  Stay tuned next summer 
for more information. 
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Not a Member?  Join 
MBCA today! 
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Festival of Cars Bend Event Recap 

I had the opportunity to attend this 

years Oregon Festival of Cars in Bend 

this past September. A beautiful late 

summer day was had by all hosted by 

the Broken Top Club. This years 

theme was “Need 4 Speed”. A won-

derful array of cars from German, 

American, British and Italian marques. 

. A unique non judged event that dis-

plays cars and offers attendees to 

view the cars and hear them as they 

cross the stage. The owners get a 

chance to talk about the car in detail.  

 

Meeting Grants Pass member Jim 

Hendersot's and his newly acquired 

w116 chassis 6.9 was fun. The south-

ern Oregon members don’t get to 

meet the northern people very often. 

Jim’s car looks wonderful. Note the 

European headlights and flag stan-

chions. 

 

 

Barry Corno was in attendance as well 

in his 2002 CLK55 AMG. Barry is well 

known for his C126 premerger AMG 

car. It was nice catching up with Barry. 

 

This was the perfect day and location 

for a car event in Bend. I recommend 

coming if you have never been. Octo-

berfest was going on downtown that 

weekend and I had a great time with  

family.  

 

By  David Abarr Portland Section 

Jim and Kirsten Hendersot’s 1978 6.9 

Barry Corno’s 2002 CLK 55 AMG 
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So I am posting the future newsletter schedule so we are all on 
the same page. I am enjoying this new job immensely and 
would like as much feedback as possible. Feel free to call me, 
text or email me. If I don’t answer leave a message as my 
schedule is pretty full ! I ended up combining the end of the year 
so we can start fresh with a 2016 newsletter right at the start of 
the year so there is extra info for upcoming events we are in the 
planning stages.  
 
 
 
What is on the “burner” for 2016? 
 
 Cars and Coffee at the World Speed In Wilsonville. Each 

week there is a theme in the front display area. We would 
LOVE to be able to do a Sat. with MBCA as that theme. 
Possible Jan. 2016 date planned. 

 Kent Bergsma of Mercedessource fame (see page 3). This 
is quite the event and we hope to get 50+ member attend-
ing for MBCA PDX. More info to come in the Jan. NW Star.  

 MBCA Seattle had a very successful event recently called 
“Safe Families:  Driver Education and Driving School ” that 
is all about improved driving habits. We would like to bring 
that event to Portland and will be looking at this. Many sec-
tion around the US have been doing these courses. 

 Post holiday lunch on Jan. 30th at  Hayden's in Tualatin.   
 Annual MBI do-it-yourself in Portland event March 2016. A 

yearly favorite. 
 
 
I am compiling email addresses so I can send out reminders on 
events.  
 
I am contributing to MBCA PDX on Facebook now as well. 
 
I would like start a MBCA PDX page on Instagram as well soon. 
Is this of interest ?. MBCA BC (@BCSTARS) does with this with 
great success.  
 
So far these are my efforts to keep our 300+ members connect-
ed. We would like to get a much higher participation than we 
are currently seeing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dave 
541-981-1919 
abarr63@comcast.net 

By  David Abarr Portland Section 

Newsletters for 2016 

My thought on Newsletter content has been buzz-
ing as well. Working with MBCA PDX historian Jim 
Thompson here are ideas we have. 
 
 “Flashback” column in each edition showing 

the founders of MBCA Portland, past events 
and cars photos. 

 Tech columns. Seattle does this in each edi-
tion and we think it is of great interest to our 
members. Basic car maintenance topics and a 
detail corner. 

 Our car stories. Stories about our journeys 
with various cars we have owned over the 
years. 

 
 
 
The schedule is designed to give you more infor-
mation/notice for the car season months and 
events. 
 
Jan./Feb. 2016 
Mar./Apr 2016 
May 2016 
Jun. 2016 
Jul. 2016 
Aug. 2016 
Sep/Oct. 2016  
Nov./Dec. 2016 

 
Feedback Form 

 
Looking for input on 2016 events 

 
____ Casual Driving events to scenic places 
 
____ Driving events that are track oriented 
 
____ Tech Events 
 
____ Car Detailing Events 
 
____ Mid Valley Events (Salem south to Roseburg)  

 
____ Southern Oregon Events  
 
____ Events with the Seattle Section 
 
____ Dinner and lunch meetups 
 
____ Car Collection trips 
 
Who would like to host a event ?  
You can email or call me or any board member  
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It’s a great time to be a Mercedes Benz fan. Last weekend 
the MERCEDES AMG PETRONAS Formula One Team 
synched the second consecutive F1 constructors champion-
ship. Not since 1954-55 F1 season has a factory Mercedes 
team garnered this much accolades in the racing world. The 
constructors championship award did not start till 1958 so 
these 2 awards mean a lot to the team . Lewis Hamilton 
seems to be unstoppable this season as he looks to be the 
favorite to win his second MB-AMG sponsored champion-
ship and third overall.  
 
This past weekend Mercedes Deutsche Tourenwagen Mas-
ters (DTM) race season finale was at the Hockenheimring in 
Germany. Mercedes Benz AMG team won best team and 
Pascal Wehrlein at 21 years old celebrated his birthday on 
Sunday winning his first DTM championship. Rumor is he 
could be perhaps a F1 driver in the future. 
 
 
We will see the new DTM car in 2016 based on the w205  
C class as unveiled recently. 
 

 

MB in Motorsports 
By  David Abarr Portland Section 

The F1 Mercedes AMG Petronas Team celebrating 
victory in Sochi Russia.  

The Magic of Wintertime 
By  Jim Thompson Portland Section 

Celebrate the wonders of the holiday at the Magic of 
Wintertime” Pittock’s Mansion annual Holiday Exhib-
it. More 80 volunteers will transform the mansion 
into a winter wonderland with decorations inspired 
by skiing and sledding on new fallen snow, curling 
up by the fireplace with friends and family. Local 
musicians will play in the mansions music room dur-
ing the exhibit. Enjoy spectacular views to the east. 
 
When: December 19th Saturday @ 1pm  
 
Where: Pittock Mansion 3229 NW Pittock Dr. Port-
land. Meet at the entrance to the mansion 
  
How much: 10.00 at the door 
 
RSVP: None needed. 
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Ads run for one issue and are placed free of charge for MBCA members.  Non-club members are charged $10 per ad, 
$20 with picture. The submission deadline is the 15th of the month.  To place an ad contact the Newsletter Editor. 
 

NW Star provides no guarantees as to the quality of the items being sold and the accuracy of the information provided about the sale items.   
Ads are posted per information from sellers and are not verified by the NW Star.  

Please support the advertisers of the Northwestern Star! 

Advertising Rates for 1 Issue  /  Multiple insertions receive a 15% discount  

Business Card size:  $12    Quarter Page: $20    Half Page:  $33    Full Page:  $55 

To place an ad contact David Abarr at abarr63@comcast.net  

 

This 1919 Mercedes Benz 170, Is a very unique and one of a 
kind automobile. It was originally located in the U.S embassy 
in Thailand. It is very rare to find one especially in this condi-
tion. This vehicle is a must have for car collectors. From the 
documents and to my knowledge everything on this vehicle is 
original. It comes equipped with a 4 speed manual transmis-
sion and a 1700cc 4 cylinder motor. It starts and drives and 
everything on this vehicle is in great shape for its age! In or-
der for it to be in perfect condition, all it would need is maybe 
some minor body work and possibly a paint job. I haven’t no-
ticed any rust on the body, just some cracks on the paint. 
Please be sure to look carefully at the description and pic-
tures before purchasing .Once vehicle is sold returns will not 
be accepted. The vehicle is being sold as is so there is no 
warranty. You are more than welcome to send an inspector 
to come look at the vehicle before purchase. I have Texas 
blue title in hand. The buyer is responsible for all transfer 
fees and taxes if applicable. 
SPECIFICATIONS 
VIN: 432936 
TRANSMISSION: MANUAL                           
ENGINE: 4cly. 1700cc 
EXTERIOR COLOR: green                              
INTERIORCOLOR: Black 
BODY STYLE: convertible                              
TITLE STATUS: Blue Texas title 
 

CONTACT NUMBERS: Nass (503) 739 3646 or  Ray (713) 
927 7311 

YEAR: 1957                      MAKE: Mercedes Benz 
MODEL: 180                     VIN: 7500817 
MILEAGE: 29416              TRANSMISSION: Manual 
ENGINE: 4CLY. 1.8           TITLE STATUS: Clean  
        ***RUNS AND DRIVES GREAT*** 
 
CONTACT NUMBERS: Nass (503) 739 3646 or  Ray 
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Portland Section 

Schedule of Events 

November 14th: Board Meeting  
10AM Memory Lane Motors 
 
December 12th : Sidedraught City Event 
10am-12pm Sidedraught City (note new loca-
tion) Portland 
 
December 19th : The Magic of Wintertime 
1pm Pittock Mansion Tour, Portland 10.00 at 
the door. 
 
January 30th: Luncheon @ Hayden’s on 
the Lake, Tualatin Time TBD  
RSVP to Jim Thompson by Jan 25th  
jim414817@AOL.com 
 

 

Visit our web site for the most up-to-date event information:  http://portland.mbca.org 

Follow the Portland Section on Facebook!  
 


