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NIAGARA SECTION OFFICERS

2022 EVENTS CALENDAR  -  PLEASE SEE LAST PAGE

PAGE 2

Check out our website: niagara.mbca.org

Mercedes-

   The MBCA Niagara Section has its own Facebook page. If you are on Facebook, please click on
If you do, then you will receive notices of events and photos that are posted. To find our 

page, search:  Mercedes-Benz Club of America-Niagara Section.  

   You might also want to check out Niagara Section on the National MBCA website. This is not a Facebook 
page but it is available to anyone on the internet. Besides the National club information, our section will have 
activities listed and brief descriptions of the results of the events.
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New Members
WELCOME, and thank you for joining us!  

(Current members:  Please remember to renew!)

   As we look forward to a healthy and exciting summer, your club Executive 

time to get together, enjoy each other, and have some fun in our great cars!

cussions at our monthly meetings this year.  Check articles for summaries of 
these presentations on railroad crossing safety and hybrid and electric cars.  We hope to con-
tinue discussions enabled by the BenzTalk subcommittee.
   A new promotion from MBCA, for obtaining new club mem-
bers, involves these terrific card tags!  If you see a nice Mer-
cedes Benz somewhere, like a parking lot or car show, place 

you at events and meetings.  We hope to continue to increase 
our membership throughout the year.
Email is our best way to communicate messages, but telephone 

tos of our recent events. 

Danielle Stracick
Cheektowaga

Mark Perna
Clarence Center

Charlie Roberts
Kenmore
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   A topic of much interest in the automobile world is Electric 

series of presentations in order to bring interest and understand-
ing to the members. 

   
his Toyota RAV4 Plugin Hybrid and gave us a very informative 

ences between hybrids, plug-in hybrids and electric vehicles and 
then proceeded to detail the pros and cons that he has experi-
enced as an owner.

   We were also delighted to hear from Mr. Paras Shelawala an 
owner of a Mustang Mach-e plug-in, all-electric vehicle. Mem-
ber George Camman, who works with Paras, invited him as our 
guest, and he brought his car to show us in the parking lot.

   A common theme of the presenters was the obvious reduction 
in the amount of gasoline being purchased.  Of course the EV 
uses no gas, and the plug-in hybrid fuel mileage is about 99MPG 
(based on usage, of course.)  Charging is done at night 

tric bills had increased noticeably. 

   Questions were raised regarding long distance travel. 
For the plug-in hybrid, if the battery is discharged, the 
driver merely switches to the gas engine and continues 
the trip.  The EV owner said that he inputs his destina-

the most efficient route based on the location of charging sites 
along the way. Also, to pay for the charging, the car automatical-

While there were many Pros, there were few Cons.

Possible future subject matter could include:

Government issues including legislation, mandates, incen-
tives
Power grid and cost of energy (Life cycle analysis)
Installation costs of chargers
Recycling issues
Fuels of the future
Mercedes future EVs

2022 EQS 450+ Sedan
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Crossing The Tracks

   How fortunate for us in the Niagara Section, that we have abundant talent and expertise within 
our membership.  No one better fits this description than Gary Baumgartner.  His career as Rail-
road Safety Inspector for the FRA (Federal Railroad Administration) focused on railroad crossing 
safety and accident investigation.  This made him the perfect choice for a video presentation and 

learned how to avoid accidents and how to report safety issues at crossings.  Gary certainly 
opened our eyes about safety near the tracks, and how to avoid dangerous situations.  We thank 
Gary for an outstanding presentation!

Never drive around lowered gates.  

Driving around lowered gates is illegal and deadly. If you 
suspect a signal is malfunctioning, call the toll free number 
posted on or near the crossing signal or your local law en-
forcement agency. 

Never race a train to the crossing.  Even if you tie, you lose. 

Do not get trapped on the tracks. Only proceed through a 
highway-rail grade crossing if you are sure you can com-
pletely clear the crossing without stopping. Remember, the 
train is three feet wider than the tracks on each side. 

Get out of your vehicle if it stalls.  If your vehicle stalls on a 
crossing, immediately get everyone out and far away from 
the tracks. Call your local law enforcement agency for assis-
tance.  If a train is coming, get out immediately and move 
quickly away from the tracks in the direction the train is 
coming from. If you run in the same direction the train is 
traveling, when the train hits your car you could be injured 
by flying debris. 

Watch out for a second train.  If you are at  a multiple track 
crossing and are waiting for a train to pass, watch out for a 
second train on the other tracks, approaching in either di-
rection. 

Expect a train on any track at any time.  Most trains do not 
travel on a regular schedule. 

Be cautious at a highway-rail grade crossing at any time of 
the day or night.  

Be aware that trains cannot stop quickly. Even if the loco-
motive engineer sees you, a freight train moving at 55 miles 
per hour can take a mile or more to stop once the emergen-
cy brakes are applied. That's 18 football fields!  Do not be 
fooled.  The train you see is closer and is moving faster  
than you think. If you see a train approaching, wait for it to 
go by before you proceed across the tracks. 

Cross train tracks at a designated crossing only. When you 
need to cross train tracks, go to a designated crossing, look 
both ways, and cross the tracks quickly without stopping. 

Railroad Crossing  Safety Tips for Drivers 
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Car Shows 2022
Here are some of the June car shows in Western New York that may be of interest to you.
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Weekly Car Cruises 2022
Here are some of the weekly cruises in Western New York that may be of interest to you.



-

8

Weekly Car Cruises 2022

Members please note: 
MBCA and Niagara Section do not endorse these events, except for the June 13 Cruise at the Wurlitzer Building.  This information is 
provided as a courtesy for your enjoyment and participation, at your discretion.

For future up-to-date information, check out CarCruiseFinder.com
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June 13, 5 pm to 9 pm

   
and early evenings, with most cruises featuring a club, marque, or group.  

   Our Niagara Section has been invited to be featured on Monday June 13 
and we will have preferred placement near the water fountain and front 
door of the Wurlitzer! 

   We hope to have up to 18 vehicles to display (the more the merrier!) and we plan to 
have our club canopy set up to try to recruit new members. 

   If you have never been to a cruise, it is nothing to be apprehensive about. People like 
to gather and talk about the cars and driving, and any car is a good candidate.  Food, 

all available.  

   Cruise nights are for cruising in and out, so if you can get there any time after 3 PM 
and stay as long as you wish, it will be great fun. So, wash up your Benz, and join us 
for a fun time.

908 Niagara Falls Blvd
North Tonawanda, NY 14075 
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Advertisement

WHEELS AND DEALS
- -

STAR magazines -
716/759-1130. 

Advertisement

For over 40 years, Lockmaster has provided the highest 
level of technical proficiency and dependable ser-
vice. Long relationships with government agencies, au-
tomotive dealers, major retailers, large and small manu-
facturers and independent local businesses have kept us 
at the forefront of developing technology and customer 
needs. We have been WNY's most reliable 24 hr service 
over all of those 40+ years. Call us or stop in today! 

(716) 677-4195
http://www.lockmaster.net/

jeff@lockmaster.net

2936 Southwestern Blvd

Orchard Park, NY  14127

Advertisement
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Advertisement

Advertisement

2nd Hand Lions finds and delivers pre-owned vehicles!

Available now:  2014 Mercedes-Benz ML63AMG Twin Turbo V8, Polar 
White with Black leather interior. Powerful hand-assembled engine delivering 
550HP to all wheel drive 4Matic. All maintenance records, Sales Brochure and 
build sheet included. designo Black Nappa Leather with designo Black Piano 
Lacquer Wood Trim, Black Dinamica headliner, and much more. Bang & 
Olufsen audio. Passport 9500ci International Radar Detector with GPS. Always 
dealer serviced. No damage or accidents, two meticulous previous owners. 
Questions, please contact us. MSRP was over $127,000 for this fully loaded 
ML63AMG. Asking $41,500.  Email, text or call for more photos, build sheet and 
information or to schedule a test drive. 

Independent NYS   
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