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MEMBERSHIP NEWS:  
Please welcome these 
MBCA members who have 
joined us  recently! 
 
Erich Brown          Nov 30 
Edward Wetzel      Dec   2 
 
Thank you to MBCA mem-
bers who recently renewed 
their Memberships! 
             
                        Years 
Richard Pescatore        1  
Stephen Graves            1  
Reynold Stelloh            2   
Jim Ostovani              2  
Ernie Schuessler           3  
John Hoien                  10  
Thomas Lepley           11  
             

PRESIDENT’s MESSAGE —Yvonne Lazear 

January 2016 

 Greetings CC Benzers!  
 As the new President of the Central 
Coast Section I am happy to report for duty. 
In reminiscing how this all started, I remem-
ber my husband, Rich, asking me if I wanted 
to go to a Mercedes Benz meeting way back 
around the year 2000. We had purchased a 
Mercedes Benz and received the first year’s 
membership for free. I thought it over, and 
after imagining a lot of men standing around 
talking about car parts, and fixing cars, I po-
litely declined. After about the third year 
though, I relented and we went to our first event. It wasn’t anything like I 
imagined. There were men and women of all ages and they talked about 
many things, including cars, but not just cars. It seemed like everyone 
knew each other so it was a little intimidating at first but after several 
meetings, I relaxed a little and actually enjoyed myself. Little did I know 
that in the next 15 years or so of attending meetings and functions of dif-
ferent sections of the Mercedes Club, I would make several best friends, 
and many wonderful acquaintances. Not only that, but there was an added 
bonus of going to locations, hotels, restaurants, and places that I would 
never have gone to if there hadn’t been a rally, party, or event. These are 
set up by a Mercedes member that have pre-scoped out the area and found 
the best and most interesting places to visit. I’ve done things and visited 
places that I didn’t even know existed. When you get a large group togeth-
er there’s bound to be people that know something that you don’t, and 
Mercedes Benz members are the smartest, nicest, and most well informed 
of the lot! It’s said that you get what you put into an effort, and I hope that 
the effort of being President pays back some of the joys I’ve received over 
the years in the club.  
 As this is the month where we all make our New Year’s resolution, 
I’ve made a few resolutions for my tenure as President. Some ideas I’ve 
had are to improve our retention of new members, set up payment of club 
functions through the internet, reaching out and collaborating with other  
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PRESIDENT’s MESSAGE —Lazear Continued 
Sections to combine events, and expand our section’s Mercedes Benz internet site. It was discussed 
in last year’s meeting that in addition to our setting up mandatory Section By-laws, that we institute 
a list of club policies. I also would like to learn more about the history of our section and its mem-
bers. So that’s just a start.  That all sounds like work, but most of all I would like members to have 
fun and enjoy each other’s company. Together, hopefully, we can make this year memorable.  
 Thank you, Brian Wampler, for your service as Past President (and Jami Wampler for put-
ting up with us.) Thanks to those members continuing as Officer and Board Members: Gene and 
Sally Kruger, Eileen Blair, Rich Leamon, Gary Grunwald, and Mary Nohr. And thanks to the mem-
bers starting a new position: Gary Grunwald in Membership, Tracy Del Rio in Advertising, and 
Elizabeth Lemos as Webmaster. And a round of applause, and special thanks goes to all those mem-
bers who volunteered their time to set up and host various 2015 events; you are appreciated! We 
welcome any volunteers; so if you are interested in helping out, please let me know!  
 Now, let’s go out and make some new memories for 2016!   
        Yvonne Lazear, President 

2016 Calendar of Events 
February 13,  Rally and Member Appreciation Lunch 

 March 19, Caravan & Justin Wine tasting, limited to 10 persons 

 April 16, Alfano Dealership Event 

 May 6-8, Western Region Redwood Road Rally  

May/June  TBD- Southwest Section Regional Event 

 July 17, Picture Rally  

 August 27, Mullin Automotive Museum (Oxnard, CA) 

Memo:  Aug 19, Legends of the Autobahn & Aug 21 Pebble Beach Concours  

 September 24,  Oktoberfest 

 October 29,  Pumpkin Pursuit 

November 12,  Business and Planning Meeting 

December 4,  Christmas Party  

Dates and Events are Subject to Change 

 Advertise in our Newsletter! 
 

ᵒ Business Card Size Ad: $25 per year for members 
ᵒ Quarter Page Ad: $50 per year for members 
ᵒ Half Page Ad: $100 per year for members 
ᵒ Full Page Ad: $200 per year for members 

ᵒ Non-members are charged twice the member rate 

Order your 
MBCA Name 
Badge  - $10 each 

LOG IN FIRST, THEN 
www.mbca.org/product/name-
badge or call the MBCA office at 
(800) 637-2360 
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COMING: February 13 - Rallye and Lunch 

MBCA Central Coast Section 
Members Appreciation Rallye & Lunch 

February 13, 2016 
 

Rallye     Lunch   
 
Start:   Madonna Inn    Arrive:  12:00  
 100 Madonna Rd  Cost:  $20/person  
  San Luis Obispo, CA  Hunter Ranch Golf  
    Course   

 Registration: 10:00 am  The Grill Restaurant  
   First Car off: 10:15 am  4041 Highway 46 East 
     Paso Robles, CA 93446 
     Tel: (805)835-4225 
 Finish:  The Grill  
 Restaurant 

  at Hunter Ranch 
  Golf Course 

Rossi's Driveway 

The Grill 
Restaurant 

Hunter Ranch 
Golf Course 

Rallye 
This drive of approximately 50 miles includes a 
return to Rossi’s Driveway the most popular 
section of our Caravan to Cass Winery last 
March.  The route provides breathtaking scen-
ery on the Central Coast’s most challenging 
and exciting back roads.  Accommodating all 
experience levels, this event will challenge both 
driving and navigational skills.  It is the perfect 
way to enjoy the vistas of the rustic Huer Huero 
Creek Valley on the way to the Grill Restaurant 
at Hunter Ranch Golf in Paso Robles. See 
http://www.hunterranchgolf.com/restaurant for 
more information.  

The Grill Restaurant 
Hunter Ranch Golf Course 
We will have our choice of 4 entrees from 
our special menu and this price will in-
clude your choice of beverage and tip! De-
cide your menu selection ahead of time, 
and let Sally know your choices.  Unwind 
and swap stories of you drive up Rossi’s 
Driveway! 

COB SALAD 
FISH TOCOS 

KOBE BURGER 
DA VINCI SANDWICH (chicken/bacon) 

Attend either or both of these activities, hopefully both.   
Note: the Central Club Section is SUBSIDIZING a portion of this event 

Send 
Name (s) ___________________________ 
Phone __________________________ 
Email address ____________________ 
Number of _____ participants 
Car model and year _________________ 
Check $______ (make out to MBCA Central 
Coast Section) Lunch $20/person 
Number attending  _____    ______ 
         Rallye    Lunch 
Choose Menu Selection: _____________ 

To 
Sally & Gene Kruger 
5300 Righetti Rd 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401  
1 805-544-2002 

RESERVATIONS NO LATER  
THAN FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2016 
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Past Dec 6th Christmas Party Dinner—Kathy Keyes 
 Our Mercedes Benz Club, Central Coast Section gathered Sunday night, December 6, 2015 in 
the banquet room of Café Roma at 1020 Railroad Ave, San Luis Obispo. The room was decked out in 
cheerful holiday decor. Our table tops was festively decorated with a car motif.  
 Our dinner party began with wine as we enjoyed the expansive array of appetizers. Our wait 
staff was friendly, at-
tentive and efficient. 
The dinner itself began 
with a customized 
menu. First course 
was a very garlicy Clas-
sic Caesar Salad . We 
had choices for our en-
trees that includ-
ed steak, salmon, chick-
en or a vegetarian but-
ternut squash ravioli 
dish. Dessert was a 
homemade cannoli 
filled with ricotta and 
chocolate. From the 
compliments overheard, 
it was an excellent 
meal, enjoyed by all. 
 President Brian 
Wampler opened our Christmas dinner party with a warm welcome 
to all. At the conclusion of our meal, Kathy and Phil Keyes handed 
out a very hard, but fun word matching game with the winner re-
ceiving a neat musical car that was used on one of the tables as a 
center decoration. Then Kathy introduced our White Elephant gift 
exchange rules in which no fighting in the restaurant over gifts was 
one rule particularly emphasized. By the looks of smiles on the 
member’s faces, everyone seemed to like their gifts.  
 After the White Elephant, Allen Wrenn, Western Regional 
Director distinguished Yvonne Lazear with a Member of the Year 
award and surprised everyone by his tribute to Brian Wampler with 
a Western Region Officer of the Year award. Both Yvonne and Bri-
an seemed appreciative and honored.  
 Everyone had a great time and are looking forward to the 
next Christmas dinner and get-together!  Thanks to Kathy and Phil 
for all the planning, and Mary Nohr for the pictures!  

Allen Wrenn with Yvonne Lazear (top) 
and Brian Wampler (Below) 
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Past Dec 6th Christmas Party Dinner Cont—Kathy Keyes 

Past: January 1 (New Year’s Day Run) - Garage Tour  

 While this is not a Mercedes club sponsored event, several members of our club recommend 
this tour. Every year a Garage Tour is organized with at least 100+ persons who are given a handout 
with destinations and directions to several local business 
places and private garage collections. This information 
is proprietary until the sheets are handed out on New 
Year’s day. Anyone is invited to come.   
 This year was the Pismo Derelict’s 10th Annual 
New Year’s Day Run. The planned route was about 50 
miles long and took car enthusiasts through canyons and 
scenic roads. It included seven stops beginning at Gold-
en Donut, 863 Oak Park Blvd, Pismo Beach, Ca. 
through SLO, Grover Beach, Arroyo Grande, and Nipo-
mo. The stops included establishments with collections of vintage cars, trucks, firetrucks, pedal cars, 
boats, motorcycles, old hand tools and memorabilia, and advertising signs including neon lights and 
car wrapping.   
 In addition, every Saturday from about 7;00 AM to 10:00 AM, a car show is held at the Or-
chard/ Ross Shopping Center in Pismo Beach, California. About 60 to 100 mostly domestic, some for-
eign vehicles & motorcycles & trucks.  The Donut Car show is always open to all comers every Satur-
day rain or shine. For more information see http://www.pismoderelicts.com. Put this on your calendar 
for next year! 
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Coming: Western Regional Event—Allen Wrenn  
 Western Region Redwood Road Rally 

May 6 – 8, 2016 
 Mark your calendars now and look for details in the near future.  Our Regional Director Al-
len Wrenn is planning and will lead a weekend event to the far north part of our Region, with over-
night stays in two historic hotels.  One night will be in the Historic Benbow Inn just south of Gar-
berville.  Another night will be in the Scotia Inn in the old lumber company town of Scotia.  Along 
the way we will drive through the beautiful scenery of the Redwood Country. 
 Our routing will take us along a combination of secondary roads and freeways, with some 
interesting stops along the way. 
 Final pricing is now being obtained from hotels and restaurants, and the cost for the partici-
pants will be available soon.  Rooms in the hotels vary in their size and amenities, and room assign-
ments will be made based on participants’ registration dates. 

NATIONAL NEWS 

StarFest 2016                                       
 National Event Hosted by Minuteman—Join us in New England on August 3-6, 2016 for 
StarFest 2016. StarFest will take place in Connecticut's "Quiet Corner" with lush Green Valleys and 
picturesque Hilltop Farms, it's also known as the Antique Capital of 
Connecticut. From the seashore near the host hotel, Mohegan Sun, to 
the lush greenery near the host track, the two linked by a short trip on 
I-395. Spectacular scenery and iconic New England towns await your 
discovery. 
Events include: Track | Concours d' Elegance | Rallyes | Nautical 
Cruises | Ladies of Mercedes-Benz | Sponsor Displays | Welcome 
Reception | Golf | Grand Awards Banquet 
  Registration is Open for StarFest 2016—Register 
now for StarFest 2016. Prices are at or below StarFest 2012 making 
2016 affordable for everyone, with events unique to New England. 
With registration open a full year in advance, it enables you to spread 
out your Credit Card payments to better manage the cost. It also 
helps our planning. See you in New England for StarFest 2016! 

Other Events of Interest 
See http://www.mbca.org/upcoming-events  for whole list of 
club’s events 
 
Misc Days San Francisco Bay Area Section 2016 Events Plan
  ning Calendar    
  http://sfba.mbca.org/2016-events-calendar-0 (log in 
  to http://www.mbca.org first) 
Jan 23-31 Barrett-Jackson Classic Car Auction, Scottsdale, 
  AZ, www.barrett-jackson.com 
  More on “Out Auctions” tab  
Jan 28-30+ Silver Classic Car Auction, Fort McDowell, AZ 
  www.silverauctions.com   
Jan 28-29 RM Classic Car Auction, Phoenix, AZ 
  http://www.rmsothebys.com/auctions/ 
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Coming: March 19 - Exclusive Wine Tasting at Justin 

 

 
 

MBCA Central Coast Section 
March 19, 2016 

Justin Vineyards  
Caravan, Tasting & Lunch 

Event Limited to 10 
Reservations Required by March 1, 2016 

Rich Leamon  
Rich.Leamon@gmail.com 

805 771-8587 

Caravan  
Departs @ 9:30 am 
Madonna Inn  
100 Madonna Rd 
San Luis Obispo, CA  

Private Tasting:    
11:00 am-1:00 pm, $25/pp 
Justin Vineyards 
11680 Chimney Rock Road 
Paso Robles, CA  

Lunch: 1:30 pm-2:30 pm on 
your own, The Restaurant at 
JUSTIN, menu items $10-$28. 

 
Join us at JUSTIN Vineyards for a private ISOSCE-
LES tasting followed by lunch at The Restaurant at 
JUSTIN.  A scenic caravan tour to JUSTIN will depart 
the Madonna Inn at 9:30 am, or you may arrive at Jus-
tin on your own at 11:00 am on Saturday, October 11, 
2014.  Yvonne & I are hosting this special reception a 
tasting at the Chateau, not available to the public, con-
ducted by Mr. Jim Gerakaris, CSW.  Jim is Justin’s 
Sommelier, and a close friend of ours.  JUSTIN is per-
haps the best know winery in the Paso Robles appella-
tion and is famous for its fine wines with intense fla-
vor and great structure.  Their location with warm 
days and cool nights allows JUSTIN to make great 
Bordeaux style wines rather than the Rhone style wine 
most prevalent in the eastern portion of the Paso Ro-
bles appellation.  By far the most known JUSTIN wine 

is ISOSCELES which is consistently rated in the mid to high 90’s by numerous wine connoisseurs 
and its iconic two equal sided isosceles triangle label.   

2014 MBCA CC Event 
Justin Vineyards Chateau 

           JUSTIN ISOSCELES wine                                 Your Host and Justin Baldwin                                        The Restaurant at Justin’s 

mailto:Rich.Leamon@gmail.com


November 2015 

Mercedes Benz  Central Coast Section 

Coming!! Central Coast Events 

Route 229 thru Rossi's Driveway 
Rallye and Lunch 

at The Grill at Hunter Ranch,  
Paso Robles, February 13 


