
MBCA Memphis Section Newsletter - Nov./Dec. 2021

President's Message:
Greetings, and welcome to the November-December edition of the Memphis Section’s

River City Star newsletter. Even with the problems brought on by the Coronavirus, we continue
to grow; membership now up to 96, with hopes of breaking 100 by the end of the year.

We have several photos in this issue of recent events, one of the club’s day trip to the
Shiloh National Military Park, and the other of the Mercedes Freude, the nationally sponsored
event in Hilton Head. Although our section’s attendance was small to each event, our continuing

membership growth suggests that there is still a wide interest in our activities, and participation should increase
as we feel safer congregating in larger numbers.

The only remaining events on this year’s calendar are the Cars & Carbs on December 4th, and the
Germantown Holiday Parade on December 11th. More information on each of these later in the newsletter. The
parade is a fun and an all outside event, so grab your favorite Christmas sweater and hat, and join us for an
afternoon of merry making.

Our next edition of the newsletter will contain our proposal for next year’s activities. If you have a
suggestion, send me an email and let me know your thoughts.

If I don’t get to see all of you in the next couple of months, please drive safe if you are traveling, and have
a Happy Thanksgiving, a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Bill Sudekum
President, Memphis Section

The 2021, 2022 MBCA-Memphis Calendar of Events
Our events include delicious dinners, fun drives and demonstrations on how to fix your car. Regardless

of your interests and preferences, you will have many different events to choose from. We at MBCA Memphis
value the safety of our members. As COVID-19 continues,we will slowly add events and dates to the calendar to
stay in compliance with local directives. As always, go to memphis.mbca.org for the latest updates on our events.

Date Event Location

Dec. 4 Cars & Carbs Panera Bread, Germantown
Dec. 11 Germantown Christmas Germantown, TN

Parade
Dec. 11 (or TBD) Christmas Dinner TBD
Jan. 7 Cars & Carbs Panera Bread, Germantown
Feb. 4 Cars & Carbs Panera Bread

http://memphis.mbca.org


Memphis Membership Matters
By Mike McHann (Membership Chairman)

Please welcome our new members Cindy Lynch, Yolanda Chills, James Ross, Al Ross
and Michael Heuer. For the calendar year 2021, our membership has increased to 96, a net
gain of 11 members. Our increased membership numbers can be partially attributed to the
Membership Displays we placed at Mercedes of Memphis, Mercedes of Collierville and Smith
Imports. I'm also seeing some referrals from current members so, if you refer someone, ask
him to include your name on the application and receive a two-month extension on your own
membership. Remember, we need old copies of the Star for our Dealer Displays; to donate let
me know and I'll come by and pick them up.

I'd like to encourage our newest members to join us at our upcoming Cars
& Carbs meeting Saturday, Dec 4 (first Saturday every month) from 9-11 at Panera
Bread in Germantown. It's held outdoors and we encourage all to attend or just
drop by and visit, we’d love to see you. We’ll be participating in the Germantown
Christmas Parade Dec 11th and details will be released in the coming weeks.

Let's keep up the good efforts and encourage our fellow Mercedes owners
to join. We have a colorful application so let me know if I can send you copies.

Join now! https://memphis.mbca.org/join/national
Mike McHann
901-299-6341
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A Beautiful October Day For A Drive - To Shiloh Park
We couldn’t have asked for nicer weather for a

drive to Shiloh National Military Park on October 23
when a two-car caravan of Memphis Section MBCA
members made the drive and enjoyed the day. Bill and
Jo Anne Sudekum and Lynn and Janet Jones took
advantage of an open-air event that included picnicking
on the grounds of the old Shiloh Church. It had been
years since any of us had been to this important and
accessible National Park and it was gratifying to see the
Park in fine shape and the National Park Service doing a
good job of preserving and presenting history. The film
at the visitor’s center was a highlight as was setting up
chairs and breaking out our lunch under the muzzle of
one of the Park’s many cannons. The Park is just the
right distance from Memphis to make the drive a great
day trip in your Mercedes.

(left to right) Lynn and Janet Jones, Jo Anne and
Bill Sudekum

https://memphis.mbca.org/join/national%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


Technical Tips and Tricks (TTT)
by Mike McHann

Over the last several months I restored the Becker Radio
in my Burgundy 1990 300SL, bringing it back to original. I had
received the car with a Sony Radio and Alpine Amplifier; it was a
light weight unit and the sound was acceptable but not impressive.

To meet show requirements I needed the original Becker
BE1480. This radio was used only on the SL's and SEL's for years
90-93, so they're hard to find in used condition and, because of the
scarcity, they come at a price of $300+. But I was in luck!

• A friend with a dismantling shop in Florida let me
have an original unit for $65 and a matching Becker
amplifier for $100,

• I sent the Becker Radio to the Becker Service Center in Saddle Brook, NJ and for $150
they bench-tested all of the electronics and made repairs,

• For another $100 they upgraded the unit to Bluetooth,
• For another $100 they installed a new face-plate.
So, after receiving the unit back, I reconnected it. Wiring wasn't a problem; the original wiring and

connectors were intact and only needed repair to remove splicing for the Sony. But when I powered up, the
Amplifier failed to work. I checked all connections and tested, still no amplifier. My friend in Florida sent a
second unit but with the same results. It was time to review the electrical schematics and I discovered the
amplifier has its own power circuit with a fuse in the main fuse box. When having electrical problems, always
check your fuses first.DUH!

MERCEDES FREUDE WAS A FEAST FOR THE EYES
By Lynn Jones

MBCA’s newly revamped national event, Mercedes Freude,
or “Everything Mercedes”, was reportedly one of the largest national
gatherings in the Club’s 60 year history. Held at the Omni Hotel on
Hilton Head Island in South Carolina in the first week in November
made it a natural combination for attendees to stay over the weekend
and enjoy the Hilton Head Island Concours d’Elegance. For almost
20 years this Concours has been one of the most extensive car show
events on the east coast. Between the parking lot at the Omni Hotel
and the golf course display of the Concours, there were plenty of
Mercedes-Benz to ogle, both old and new. Our own MBCA Central
Region Director Rick Siefert was the organizer of the Freude event
and, aside from a day lost to the rain and wind of a full-on Nor’easter,
it all went off very well. Well done Rick! Here are some of the sights
of both the Mercedes at Freude and scenes at the Concours.



A Feast For The Eyes, Cont.

Why We Buy Mercedes (Or Should)
By Mike McHann
Everything has a beginning and an end (alpha-omega). I bought

my Blue 93 300CE Coupe 23 years ago. Of the 12 Mercedes I’ve owned it
was my favorite. It was a beautiful car, reliable and fun to drive. I
maintained it well over the years and completed a total restoration during
it's later life. It had many admirers and won 5 "Best of Class" trophies at
regional car shows. But after buying my Cabriolet a couple of years ago, I
posted the Coupe for sale in the Star and it was purchased locally by a
fellow MBCA member/collector.

Early November, I learned from the current owner that the Coupe was involved in
an accident when a young motorist driving a Metro left his lane and collided head-on into
the Coupe. It was totaled. The Coupe’s owner said how grateful he was the Mercedes
protected his wife from serious injury and she walked away from the accident, unlike the
young driver who suffered major injuries and had to undergo multiple surgeries.

In the beginning, Karl Benz felt obligated to demonstrate to the public the
confidence he had in the safety of his car, so in 1888 he sent his wife and son across
country in his first production car, depicted in this Mercedes Commercial. Enjoy.

https://youtu.be/XzLcRZE4YJo

https://youtu.be/XzLcRZE4YJo%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


Classified Ads
For Sale
2014 Mercedes-Benz SLK55
AMG
Pristine condition
16,000 miles
AMG engine signed by builder
Only 400 of these cars built that
year
Complete service records,
all done by MB dealership
Appraised $55,000
Sale price $55,000
See video:
https://youtu.be/dYBV9DZzu3g

CONTACT
Mike McHann
901-299-6341

MEMPHIS SECTION TO PARTICIPATE IN 2021
GERMANTOWN HOLIDAY PARADE

Come Join Us And Be Part Of The Fun!
The Memphis Section will again

participate in the GERMANTOWN
HOLIDAY PARADE after a year without
the event in 2020. The parade will kick
off at 2:00 PM Saturday, December 11
on its familiar route along Farmington
Boulevard. Come join the fun, line up
early and talk cars and Mercedes stuff
with other members. With the protocol
restrictions we’ve been under for over a
year, this is a unique chance to get
together. The event is outside, plenty of
fresh air, it supports our community, and
is a chance to meet again face-to-face.
Staging for the Parade will begin at
NOON in the southbound lanes of
Kimbrough between Farmington and
Wolf River Blvd. The staging area will

close at 1:30 PM so arrive early and
meet and greet with other Section
members.

IMPORTANT: All drivers must submit
proof of a valid driver’s license and
vehicle insurance in effect on parade
day. By Monday, December 6 email a
PDF copy of your license and insurance
card to MForbert@Germantown-
TN.gov and indicate you will be part of
the Memphis Section MBCA Holiday
Parade. Also send a copy of these
documents to Lynn Jones at
JL.Jones11@outlook.com so we know
who will be participating. Lynn is also
the event contact. Remember: NO
DOCS, NO PARADE! Come on out and
enjoy the fun!

https://youtu.be/dYBV9DZzu3g
mailto:MForbert@Germantown-TN.gov
mailto:MForbert@Germantown-TN.gov
mailto:JL.Jones11@outlook.com

