
MBCA Memphis Section Newsletter - July/August 2022

President's Message:
Hope you had a happy 4th of July and welcome to our July-August edition of the River

City Star. It appears to be shaping up for a long, hot summer, so take the necessary
precautions, not just for yourselves, but for your Mercedes, before you begin any lengthy periods
in the heat.

We had two great events in June, our day trip to the Farmer’s Market and lunch in
Hernando, and our dinner and election of officers at Carrabba’s Italian Grill. The election saw all

of the former officers re-elected for another term. While our attendance is still lower than I would like, we are
making progress. Photos and stories of the events later in the newsletter.

The real good news is that we have two additional events to add to the calendar. The first is the 2022
Charity Car, Truck & Cycle Show in Somerville, TN. On September 10th. The second is the return of the Memphis
Euro Fest Car Show on September 24th. There is more information on the Somerville show later in the newsletter.
We’ll send out more on the Euro Fest as we get it from the organizers.

Again, have fun this summer and watch the heat. If you take a road trip, send us a photo and we’ll
publish it in a future newsletter.

Happy Motoring,

Bill Sudekum

President, Memphis Section

The MBCA-Memphis Calendar of Events
Our events include delicious dinners, fun drives and demonstrations on how to fix your car. Regardless

of your interests and preferences, you will have many different events to choose from. We at MBCA Memphis
value the safety of our members. As COVID-19 subsides, we will add events and dates to the calendar while we
continue to stay in compliance with local directives.

As always, go to memphis.mbca.org for the latest updates on our events.

Date Event Location
July 16 Pillow-Thompson House CANCELLED - Unable to schedule

visit
August 6 Cars & Carbs Panera Bread, Germantown
August 13 Dinner To Be Determined
Sept. 3 Cars & Carbs Panera Bread, Germantown
Sept. 10 Pipestone Restoration Visit Waverly, TN
Sept. 10 Charity Car, Truck and Cycle Show Somerville, TN

http://memphis.mbca.org


Memphis Membership Matters
By Mike McHann (Membership Chairman)

Join now! https://memphis.mbca.org/join/national

Mike McHann
901-299-6341

Date Event Location

Sept. 24 Memphis Euro Fest Car Show Memphis, TN
Oct. 1 Cars & Carbs Panera Bread, Germantown
Oct. 1-2 Renaissance Euro Fest Ridgeland, MS
Nov. 5 Cars & Carbs Panera Bread, Germantown
Nov. 12 Dinner To Be Determined
Dec. 3 Cars & Carbs Panera Bread, Germantown
Dec. 10 Germantown Parade Germantown, TN
Dec. 10 Dinner To Be Determined

Calender of Events, Cont.

SAVE THE DATE – SEPTEMBER 10 –
ROAD TRIP TO HUMPHREYS COUNTY

Mark the date on your calendar – September 10 is the date the Memphis Section MBCA will join with the
Nashville Section on a trip to Dave and Linda Miles’ Mercedes-Benz collection and a tour of their Pipestone
Restorations shop in Waverly, TN. This all-day road trip to one of the largest Mercedes-Benz collections in
Tennessee will feature:

• A rare event with our sister-Section in Nashville
• Lunch is planned as part of the event
• Participants will be asked for a donation to aid in damage relief from the August 2021 flash

flooding in Waverly, TN. This will be a big part of our Section’s 2022 public service contribution.

I believe we've entered the summer doldrums. No new members in the last 2 months
and our membership stands at 92 members. I want to keep our Displays current at the
dealerships, so more old copies of the Star are needed; to donate let me know and I'll come by
and pick them up.

I'd like to encourage everyone (and especially our newest members) to join us at our
upcoming Cars & Carbs meeting Saturday, Aug 6 (first Saturday every month) from 9-11 a.m.

at Panera Bread in Germantown. Spend the morning with us
or just drop by to say hello! We’d love to see you.

Let's keep up the effort and encourage our fellow Mercedes
owners to join. We have a colorful application so let me know if I can
send you copies.

https://memphis.mbca.org/join/national


Technical Tips and Tricks (TTT)
by Mike McHann

I NEED A NEW KEY! Or do I?
Recently one of our members contacted me

about the high cost of buying a replacement (spare)
key from Mercedes for her E320 and said she
wasn't happy with the $350 cost. She said the shell

of her existing key was
cracked and didn't work like
it should. I sent her a link
to an eBay seller that had
replacement shells for
about $20.00. It’s a
relatively simple process of
pulling the internals of the
original key and installing in
the new shell and there’s
no programming required.

When I bought my E350 4Matic, it only came
with one key (which is typical for a used vehicle) and
I did have to buy a spare from Mercedes with
batteries and programming included. Since then I've
discovered there are 3 Automotive Locksmiths in
Memphis that specialize in providing replacement
keys and will program the keys to your car for about
half the Mercedes dealer price:

• AAA Safe and Lock, 722 S Highland St

• Techno Lock Keys, 5119 Summer Ave

• 901 Locksmith, 7166 Winchester Rd

Remember to bring your title with you when
ordering a replacement key from Mercedes as you
must show proof of ownership.

Griot's Speed Shine a Quick & Easy
Solution to Car Cleaning
Griot's Speed Shine is a unique polymer
solution that creates a coating while lifting dust,
pollen, light grime and smudges. It's also good

for removing bugs from the
front end bird dropping. I
spray the car's surfaces with
the Speed Shine and, using
a micro fiber cloth, wipe the
car clean while leaving a
hard synthetic layer that
resists moisture. It goes on
quick and easy with
impressive results, I can do
a car in about 15 minutes.

This is available at O'Reilly's for $13 for 22
ounces.

Farmer's Market at Hernando
On Saturday, June 11th, a group of ten

members took a short drive to Hernando, MS. to visit
their Saturday Farmer’s Market. There were lots of
fresh vegetables right off of the farm, as well as freshly
canned jams, jellies and preserves. Many stalls had
local arts and crafts, and another had fresh seafood
from the Gulf of Mexico.

After shopping we all gathered at a locally
renown Cajun and Creole restaurant called the
Underground Café where we enjoyed a delicious lunch.

DINNER AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS,
CARRABBA’S RESTAURANT

Saturday, June 18th we met again for our quarterly
Memphis Section dinner with door prizes and
additionally our annual election of officers.
Fortunately, our current slate of officers agreed to run
again, and all were re-elected for the new term. Mike
McHann (Vice-President), Lynn Jones (Secretary/
Treasurer) and I truly enjoy these offices and putting
things together for the membership. If you would like
to suggest an event for the calendar or attend one of
our planning sessions (we do them on a conference
call over the phone), let me know.



MBCA Memphis Officers:
Section President Bill Sudekum

sudekumwa@msn.com
901-299`0653

Section Secretary: Lynn Jones
JL.Jones11@outlook.com

901-853-0846
Section Treasurer: Lynn Jones

JL.Jones11@outlook.com
901-853-0846

Section VP/Membership Michael McHann
Mike.mchann@eccotek.com

901-299-6341
Section Newsletter Suzanne Cunningham

suzflay@aol.com
901-828-5182

Membership in the MBCA offers many
benefits including discounts on new cars,
parts and service, a 15% discount at
Brooks Brothers and much more!

September 10th is when the Memphis Section
MBCA will join the Nashville Section on a road trip to
Dave Miles’ Pipestone Restorations in Waverly,
Tennessee for an event that will not only fill our “all-
things-Mercedes” interest but will also provide a
chance to support the Waverly community that suffered
from a devastating flood in August of last year.

The plan is to leave from the Memphis-Shelby
County Visitors Center on I-40 in Arlington, TN
(assuming it reopens by then) and make the trip of a
little over two hours to Dave Miles’ Mercedes-Benz
collection at his warehouse on Airport Road in Waverly
where Dave and Linda Miles have also offered to
provide a box lunch.

After the tour and lunch, we will drive to
Pipestone Restorations, Dave’s automotive restoration
business, for a look around the shop and see some MB
restorations in progress.

The “mission” part of the trip is that we will be
asking each car participating in the event to consider
donating $50 – or whatever you feel you can give –
toward the ongoing needs in Waverly, Tennessee. The
aid fund, originally designated “Waverly Elementary
School Flood Donations” is now simply called WES
Flood Donations. Checks can be brought along on
September 10, or can be mailed to:

WES Flood Donations
c/o First Federal Bank
122 W. Main St.
Waverly, TN 37185

This event features a road trip, viewing a
collection of Mercedes-Benz cars, getting to know and
socialize with other MBCA members from Tennessee,
as well as providing an opportunity to give help where it
is needed right here in our state. Mark the date on
your calendars and join us on September 10th but if you
can’t make it, consider sending a check to WES Flood
Donations.

Stay tuned for more about this event in our
August and September Section Newsletters.

SEPTEMBER 10TH – Come Along
On A Road Trip With A Mission



Classified Ads
For Sale
2012 Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG
Roadster
10,700 miles
Enola Grey Exterior
Light Brown Leather Interior
Black Convertible Top
3M Paint Protection Film
Immaculate Condition
Garage Kept
2nd Owner
$149,000.00
Contact: Jim Ross
M 901-581-4560
jim@jimross.com

For Sale
2014 Mercedes-Benz SLK55 AMG
Pristine condition
16,000 miles
AMG engine signed by builder
Only 400 of these cars built that year
Complete service records,
all done by MB dealership

Sale price $60,000
See video:
https://youtu.be/nYhBbL3PDjw
See car slide show:
https://youtu.be/8M3jvhKAnOU

CONTACT

Mike McHann
901-299-6341
Mike.mchann@eccotek.com

mailto:jim@jimross.com
https://youtu.be/nYhBbL3PDjw
https://youtu.be/8M3jvhKAnOU
mailto:Mike.mchann@eccotek.com

