
MBCA Memphis Section Newsletter - May/June 2022

President's Message:
Greetings to all and welcome to the May-June edition of the River City Star. We’re still

aiming for 100 for our membership goal, and still holding in the mid-90s. Please continue to
hang in there with us and encourage your friends and fellow members to renew their
membership when it comes due.
We lost two of our long time and most ardent club members over the winter, Dale Duckworth and
Dirk Brakebusch. Dale was a retired Air Force Lt. Colonel and our 2019 Member of the Year.

Dirk was an accomplished chef always eager to lend a hand at our get togethers. Please remember their wives
and their families in your thoughts and prayers.

We have made some changes, corrections, and refinements to our upcoming Calendar of Events for the
year, so please check that out later in the newsletter. Our next event involving travel is a short drive to Hernando
MS. in June to visit their Farmer’s Market, followed by lunch at one of the many restaurants there. More
information on this and other events will be sent out as we get closer to the actual dates.

Jo Anne and I had the pleasure of meeting our new Regional Director, Ken Koehler, and his wife Sara
two weeks ago and had a great time together. Ken has the best interests of all his sections and to grow its
membership and to add regional events. We can look forward to bigger and better things in the future.

Lastly, I want to again put in a request to encourage you to consider the club’s automatic renewal
program. You can still cancel at any time, you will be reminded that your membership is about to end and will be
renewed. You can choose either the one-, two- or three-year plan. Please give it some consideration.

Happy Motoring and drive safe,

Bill Sudekum

President, Memphis Section

The MBCA-Memphis Calendar of Events
Our events include delicious dinners, fun drives and demonstrations on how to fix your car. Regardless

of your interests and preferences, you will have many different events to choose from. We at MBCA Memphis
value the safety of our members. As COVID-19 subsides, we will add events and dates to the calendar while we
continue to stay in compliance with local directives.

As always, go to memphis.mbca.org for the latest updates on our events.

Date Event Location

June 3-4 St. Louis European Auto Show St. Louis, MO
June 11 Farmer's Market and Lunch Town Sq., Hernando, Ms
June 18 Dinner Carrabba's Italian Grill, Memphis

http://memphis.mbca.org


Memphis Membership Matters
By Mike McHann (Membership Chairman)

Please welcome our new members Cathy Adair, Deborah Mathews, Don Barnes and
Tomas Enriquez. Our membership stands at 94 members. Our increased membership
numbers can be partially attributed to the Membership Displays at the Memphis and Collierville
Mercedes dealers. I'm also seeing some referrals from current members so, if you refer
someone, ask them to include your name on the application and receive a one-month
extension on your own membership. Remember, we need old copies of the Star for our dealer

displays; to donate let me know and I'll come by and pick them up.
I'd like to encourage our new members to join us at our upcoming Cars & Carbs meeting Saturday, June

4 (first Saturday every month) from 9-11 at Panera Bread in Germantown. We’d love to see you.
Let's keep up the good efforts and encourage our fellow Mercedes owners to join. We have a colorful

application so let me know if I can send you copies.

Join now! https://memphis.mbca.org/join/national

Mike McHann
901-299-6341

Date Event Location

July 2 Cars & Carbs Panera Bread, Germantown
July 16 Pillow-Thompson House Helena, AR
August 6 Cars & Carbs To Be Determined
August 13 Dinner To Be Determined
Sept. 3 Cars & Carbs To Be Determined
Sept. 10 Pipestone Restoration Visit Waverly, TN
Oct. 1 Cars & Carbs To Be Determined
Oct. 1-2 Renaissance Euro Fest Ridgeland, MS
Nov. 5 Cars & Carbs To Be Determined
Nov. 12 Dinner To Be Determined
Dec. 3 Cars & Carbs To Be Determined
Dec. 10 Germantown Parade Germantown, TN
Dec. 10 Dinner To Be Determined

Calender of Events, Cont.

SAVE THE DATE – SEPTEMBER 10 –
ROAD TRIP TO HUMPHREYS COUNTY

Mark the date on your calendar – September 10 is the date the Memphis Section MBCA will join with the
Nashville Section on a trip to Dave and Linda Miles’ Mercedes-Benz collection and a tour of their Pipestone
Restorations shop in Waverly, TN. This all-day road trip to one of the largest Mercedes-Benz collections in
Tennessee will feature:

• A rare event with our sister-Section in Nashville
• Lunch is planned as part of the event
• Participants will be asked for a donation to aid in damage relief from the August 2021 flash

flooding in Waverly, TN. This will be a big part of our Section’s 2022 public service contribution.

https://memphis.mbca.org/join/national


Technical Tips and Tricks (TTT)
by Mike McHann

Members And Their Cars
Ben Lewis joined the MBCA in 2019 and he

has several Mercedes. Pictured here is Ben's 1990
300TE 4Matic recently returned from a complete
mechanical restoration at Pierre Hadary (Florida).
Ben also owns a 1999 500SL and 1988 560SEC
AMG (currently undergoing restoration). Ben has
owned a 1993 300CE Coupe.

Look for Ben at our next event to see one of
his beautiful cars.

Transmission Shifting Problems
If you've driven an older Mercedes and

noticed hard shifting or a clunk when changing gears,
chances are you're experiencing a bad Vacuum
Modulator Valve. These valves were used on the
early 80's through ‘95 models and on all models with

the 722.3 - 722.4 - 722.5
transmissions. Bolted on
the side of the
transmission, they control
the flow of automatic
transmission fluid to
soften gear changes.

Recently,
while running a vacuum

system leak test on my 90 300SL, I noticed the
vacuum line was
leaking from the cracked
modulator valve. The cost
of a new upgraded valve
was only $70. It was a
quick install and resulted in
improved and smooth
shifting during
acceleration. Not all transmission problems have to
be expensive and a little goes a long way in
improving performance.

Leather Cleaning a Practical and Effective
Solution

I'm recommending a
practical, effective, low cost way to
clean your car's leather interior.
This is a homemade solution of 4
parts distilled water and 1 part
Woolite(TM). Woolite is a non-acid
wetting agent that breaks the
cohesive properties of the water
and allows the solution to
penetrate the leather to remove dirt and oils. For
many years, I used Lexol and Zymol products so it
took a leap of faith to change.

I spray the mixture directly
on the leather and, using a soft
sponge, massage it into the leather
surfaces, following up with a terry
cloth to remove any excess and
leave a clean, dry surface. I then
apply Lexol or Zymol Leather
Conditioner to add the natural organic oils necessary
to maintain the leather's soft, flexible properties. The
results are stunning, leaving a matte, like-new leather
appearance. My wife used this method on some
interior leather furniture and was very pleased with
the results.
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Membership in the MBCA offers many
benefits including discounts on new cars,
parts and service, a 15% discount at
Brooks Brothers and much more!

SEPTEMBER 10TH – THE DATE FOR A ROAD TRIP AND AN
OPPORTUNITY TO HELP A COMMUNITY

Hold the date of Saturday, September 10,
2022 because that’s when the Memphis Section will
join the Nashville MBCA Section for a visit to Dave
Miles’ Pipestone Restorations shop and MB collection
in Waverly, TN. What’s unique about this road trip is
that it will be coupled with an opportunity to contribute
to the restoration of a community as well.

We’ll be asking participants to contribute $50
(optional) to support the ongoing efforts to restore
damage in the Waverly area done by the devastating
flood of August 2021 that hit the area and damaged or
destroyed over 600 houses. Lunch and dinner meals
are still being provided to displaced residents Monday
through Friday, church groups currently come in to
help on the weekends and there are many other ways
that the Waverly area needs help. This is a chance for
both Sections to get together, extend their outreach
and help support the state where we live, plus it will be

an opportunity to visit a significant Mercedes-Benz
collection and a working restoration shop.

Dave and
Linda Miles have
lined up a box lunch
for attendees. The
Nashville Section
made this visit along
with a significant
contribution last
October and
reported it was well
worth it and
rewarding. More
information and specifics on registering for the event
and how and where to make donations will be included
in the Memphis Section MBCA summer Newsletter.

Dining Together Again, Finally!
There were smiles and Margaritas (for those not driving) aplenty

when members of the Memphis Mercedes club met March 19th for dinner at
Margaritas of Cordova for the first time since the Covid pandemic. The venue
was a bit loud but that did not stop anyone in participating in lively
conversations and warm greetings.

The next dinner is scheduled for Saturday, June 18th at Carrabba’s
Italian Grill on Poplar in Memphis. Come join the fun and meet new friends.
As the date approaches, you will receive more information on making your
reservation. See you soon!



Classified Ads
For Sale
2012 Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG
Roadster
10,700 miles
Enola Grey Exterior
Light Brown Leather Interior
Black Convertible Top
3M Paint Protection Film
Immaculate Condition
Garage Kept
2nd Owner
$149,000.00
Contact: Jim Ross
M 901-581-4560
jim@jimross.com

For Sale
2014 Mercedes-Benz SLK55 AMG
Pristine condition
16,000 miles
AMG engine signed by builder
Only 400 of these cars built that year
Complete service records,
all done by MB dealership
Appraised $55,000
Sale price $55,000
See video:
https://youtu.be/dYBV9DZzu3g

CONTACT
Mike McHann
901-299-6341
Mike.mchann@eccotek.com

mailto:jim@jimross.com
https://youtu.be/dYBV9DZzu3g
mailto:Mike.mchann@eccotek.com



