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Werkstatt-Tour and Cave Creek Lunch 

By Bud Cloninger 

Saturday July 12, 2014 at 9:30am, Cave Creek area 

On Saturday July 12th Robert Webster of Werkstatt, LLC will 

open his restoration shop for our Desert Stars to visit. This shop 

can go beyond restorations and can fabricate things as well. In 

his shop (Werkstatt) you will see complex machines from the 

aerospace industries that have been converted to fabricate and 

test Mercedes-Benz parts. If the part is no longer available, they 

will reproduce it. If the test equipment is no longer available, they 

will make it. Although he has produced many winning Concours 

d’Elegance cars for the likes of Pebble Beach and StarFest, he 

also accommodates a large amount of Classic cars in his shop 

for performance enhancements and general repairs. Please join 

us Saturday July 12th 9:30 am at 37505 N. 24th Street Phoenix 

AZ  85086. After the tour we will caravan into Cave Creak to have 

lunch around noon. Please RSVP for this event so we can get an 

accurate count for the restaurant. There is no registration cost for 

this event, as everyone will pay for their own lunches. Bud 

Cloninger, 602-326-6210 or scottsdale3@mac.com. 

Havasupai Weekend 

Havasupai is the premier Desert Stars event of the year often gaining recognition 

across the Southwest Region of MBCA. This year we are planning an in-town weekend 

with a new approach to the events. On Saturday, September 13, we will have a 

“competitive driving” event at the Octane indoor go-cart track. The event will be set up 

to enable less highly skilled drivers to compete with the skilled drivers in the group!  We 

will then adjourn to the nearby Orange Sky dining room at the Talking Stick Resort for 

an outstanding dinner. On Sunday, September 14, mid-morning, we will re-convene for 

a great day of fun driving through the streets of our beautiful city and ending in an 

afternoon Hawaiian-style “luau” for participants. Desert Stars can participate in the 

Saturday or Sunday component or hopefully, both will pique your interest. So mark 

your calendars”!  More information as to cost and registration will follow in the next 

StarDust but please feel free to call John or Roberta at 480-272-8851 or 

jgphin@cox.net for more information in the interim. 

Sat & Sun, September 13-14, 2014 

By John and Roberta Phin 

Escape the Heat 
Fri-Sun, August 8-10, 2014 

By Bud Cloninger 

Before we know it the dog days of summer 

will be upon us, so you don’t want to miss 

out on this year’s Escape the Heat event 

up in the cool mountains of northern 

Arizona. The date is August 8-10th. More 

details as we get closer can be found on 

our website and in the next newsletter. 

Go-Carts, fine Dinners, a beautiful Sunday 

drive and a Luau? Wow! This a-la-carte 

event has something for everyone! 

mailto:scottsdale3@mac.com
mailto:jgphin@cox.net
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More Than a Car 

We’re a Community℠ 

New Members, “Welcome!” 
 

 

February 
Grant Crane  
Miles McCormack  
Paul Nyholm  
Mary Peterson  
Kai Sun 

March 
John Cary  
Bob De Kruyff  
Michael Jew  
Martin Nairn  
Kevin Walsh 

This is my first message as President of 
the Desert Stars Section of MBCA. It has 
been a pleasure and an honor to serve 
as Vice President this past year and I 
could not have asked for a better mentor 
than our out-going President, Bud 
Cloninger.    I am humbled by the 
confidence he has in me and I hope I 
can live up to his expectations. 

President’s Message 
By Debbie Ichiyama 

A Special ‘Thank you’ 
By Dee Cloninger, Advertising Manager 

The Desert Stars section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America is an organization built by the efforts of local members. Our bi-monthly 

newsletter is a benefit to everyone in the club. It is compiled by members who take their personal time to contribute so we all may enjoy 

what the club offers. Without the work of these members we would not have the depth of items to share with you that we enjoy.  

The offerings of our authors would be lost however if it were not for our advertisers. I would like to extend a very special thank you to all 

of you. If not for your support it would not be possible to produce the newsletter as we know it. I encourage members to use these local 

businesses which support our club. Thank you all. 

Our section membership is now over 430 members, but we still have 
many challenges in continuing to attract new members and finding 
volunteers to be involved with the activities and to keep the club 
growing.  In the coming summer months, we will be having a number of 
weekend events and Star Night restaurant outings, so check the events 
schedule in this newsletter and also visit us online at 
www.desertstars.mbca.org and on our Facebook page 
DesertStarsMBCA. 

If you are interested in helping with any events please feel free to 
contact me directly.  

We have a great team and a great club. The next year promises to have 
a lot of fun activities.  I appreciate the opportunity to serve as your 
President and I hope to see you on the road sometime! 

mailto:StarDustMBCA@gmail.com
mailto:deecloninger61@yahoo.com
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/
www.desertstars.mbca.org
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China Chili – Sunday, June 22, 2014 at 6:00pm 

 

 

Join Desert Stars for a Star Night 2.0 dinner at China Chili, an award winning restaurant highly regarded for its extensive variety of 

Chinese cuisine that compares favorably with San Francisco venues.  Our Desert Stars member, Robert St John is a San Francisco 

resident who recommends China Chili with enthusiasm. The restaurant address is 302 E. Flower St., Phoenix.  Flower is between 

Osborn on the North and Thomas on the South just East of Third St.  We will meet at 6:00 PM.  RSVP to John or Roberta at 480-272-

8851 or jgphin@cox.net by June 15 and John will handle arrangements with the restaurant; no need to make a reservation.  As is our 

custom, we will order off the menu with separate checks. 

 

Memorial Day Weekend Road Trip 

By John and Roberta Phin 

The Desert Stars will travel to Tucson for the long Memorial Day 

Weekend and take advantage of the somewhat cooler climate to tour 

the featured local attractions and enjoy some of the top rated 

restaurants.  We have a number of participants already, with rooms 

and venues reserved.  We will tour Kartchner Caverns State Park, Kitt 

Peak National Observatory and the Arizona Sonoran Desert Museum 

as a group.  The restaurants include Café Poca Cosa, Feast, 

Marynard’s Market & Kitchen, and Downtown Kitchen + Cocktails.  If 

you have an interest, please contact us immediately - John or Roberta 

Phin, 480-272-8851 or jgphin@cox.net or raphin@cox.net.   

China Chili has won AZCentral.com’s Best Chinese Restauraunt Award 

May 24-26, 2014, 2014 at 9:30am, Cave Creek area 

Star Night 2.0 
 By John and Roberta Phin 

http://www.aztopshop.com/
mailto:jgphin@cox.net
mailto:jgphin@cox.net
mailto:raphin@cox.net
http://www.widmaierchiropractic.com
mailto:erhard.karen@mail.com
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Don’t Forget! Chaco Canyon is fast approaching 
 

By Dick Sharp 

Update your email address with  

The National Business Office 

Contact our Membership Chair, Debbie 
Ichiyama, at 480-268-9535 or 

dichiyama@me.com 

This is a reminder to contact me, Dick Sharp, at richardsharp31@gmail if you have not already done so. For anyone who would like to 

see the wonders of Chaco Canyon, there is still room for them to be included in the good times for this October 17th-19th adventure. 

See the remote Ancient Chaco World and Chaco Canyon, New Mexico! This trip will be pay on your own with two night at the historic 

route 66 hotel the El Rancho which has old large rooms were movie stars stayed when making westerns. Chaco Culture National Park in 

NW New Mexico Is remotely located and a two and a half hour drive from the hotel. We will encourage attendees to drive SUVs and non-

SUV members can hitch rides from the hotel to the park with other members. 

October 17th-19th 

mailto:dichiyama@me.com
mailto:Joseph.Thompson@ColdwellBanker.com
mailto:richardsharp31@gmail
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Wow – a beautiful spring day in lovely Fountain Hills and 17 of the sweetest cars in the valley were lined up for our viewing pleasure.  

Our hosts at the Fort McDowell Radisson Resort & Casino gave us lots of prime parking and a lovely banquet luncheon.  The oldest 

cars, Dick Sharp’s 1965 250SE and Jamie Preiser’s 1965 220S, showed us that like fine wine, these cars age beautifully.  We a lso had 

several 2009 models (CLK, SL-63, and ML350) and many years and models in between.  The pencils and erasers were flying as we 

voted and tallied for six categories of award.  

“People’s Choice” went to Bruce and Mary Leimbeck’s 1988 560SL.  A Tucson member, Dick Borg, his wife Linda Borg and sister Shirley 

Thomas drove up in their 1986 560SL and won the “Farthest Distance Traveled to Participate in the Event” award.  “Highest Number of 

Miles per Year” went to Ron and Debbie Reitman’s 2009 ML350, and the “Lowest Number of Miles per Year” went to Bruce and Mary 

Leimbeck’s 1988 560SL (giving us a clue as to the great condition of this car!)  “Most Unusual Color”, as voted upon by attendees, went 

to Jamie Prieser’s 1965 220S, and a special category, “Rarest Model/Year” was won by Joe and Christina Mattingly’s 2005 S55.  It was a 

fun event; great people and super cars!! 

Top Left: Dick Borg - Farthest 

Distance Traveled to Participate  

Right: Ron and Debbie Reitman - 

Highest Number of Miles per Year 

Right, Below: Jamie Preiser - Most 

Unusual Color 

Bottom Right: Mary and Bruce 

Leimbeck, People's Choice and 

Lowest Number of Miles per Year 

Left: Joe and Christina Mattingly - 

Rarest Model/Year 

In The Mirror: “Show Off Your Car” Show and Luncheon 
 By John and Roberta Phin 



 
 

TheStarDust 
 

Page 7 

  

Although this year’s British European Auto Tour’s 85 cars was less 

than the usual 100 plus list of entrants, the Tour was one of the 

nicest drives on the best of Arizona’s back roads in perfect weather. 

The Mercedes-Benz eleven followed Triumphs thirteen cars on the 

ride... well, not exactly, as we were well in front of the Triumphs. 

Next year, let’s outnumber the Triumph Club. I’ll even promise to 

drive a Mercedes, instead of last year’s “Most Desirable Car”. 

Speaking of the Most Desirable Car award this year, the selection 

committee (which included me) picked a beautiful Morris Mini, only to 

learn later that the Morris was not registered for the BEAT... ooops !! 

By Bob Yoder 

In The Mirror: The B.E.A.T. 
 

The drive, which included stops in Wickenburg, cow avoidance on Rt.97, a pit stop at Kirkland Junction Bar, three hours on Whiskey 

Row in Prescott for a car show, lunch and shopping, a slow speed chase through Jerome, ice cream in Cottonwood, through Sedona 

and onto Flagstaffs Little America for pictures, Happy Hour. dinner, great conversation and a good nights rest. Our Desert Stars club 

donated the main item in the Men’s Basket for Sunday mornings award and raffle meeting. The Micro-Start PPS battery jump starter 

that also charges cell phones, laptops and more is only about the size of a pack of cigarettes. Google it and see for yourself, it really 

works. .. OK.. See you all next year for the 18th year of the BEAT....   Bob Yoder 

 

Participants included Bob Yoder and Chuck Stanford, both driving BMW’s (Why?  – Ed.) and the Mercedes drivers: Bill Bergner in 

his Black series CLK63AMG, then Stuart Thorn, Dick Sharp, Tray Schreiber, Nick Saputo, Bill Reichenberg in his E63AMG S, Nat 

Kemberling, Stephen Golde, Jean-Pierre Brietta and Bawb Branton. 

PS: One more item... this year’s Tee shirts display the #19 on the back, in remembrance of the fallen firefighters. 

 

http://www.valleytlc.com
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In The Mirror: Annual Family Picnic 
 By Dee Cloninger 

I must say this year’s family picnic was one of the best action packed ones we have ever had.  Featuring carnival games, contests and 

great food, the weather was just perfect and we had a very good turn out with over 45 members. We also invited our advertisers as our 

guests to come out for our picnic and BBQ to thank them for their support.  

Our chef, Margarita Clifton, prepped, grilled and cooked all of our delicious food and with help from her husband Brian and Bud 

Cloninger, kept us coming back for seconds and more. Many thanks to them for all the hard and hot work over those red hot BBQ coals. 

Brynn Burton demonstrated her fantastic face painting skills to the delight of all the kids. Debbie and Mark Ichiyama, Ken Borowitz and 

Bud made sure there were plenty of action in the games tent, featuring ring tossing, oil bottle knockdown (Mobil 1, of course!) and 

several rounds of that popular Midwestern sport, cornhole (aka Tailgate Toss, bean bag toss, corn toss, or baggo) to challenge the kids 

and the kids at heart. This year’s donut eating contest was close between Mark and Bud, with Bud getting to that last winning bite first! 

Finally, congratulations to our raffle winners, Bob St. John and Melanie Searle, for taking home the picnic basket stuffed with gourmet 

spices, tools and goodies in our raffle. 

Thanks to all who helped make this year’s picnic a fantastic Sunday at the park and hope to see you all again next year. 

The infamous Donut Eating Competition and 

Face Painting for Jonathan & Piper… with such 

events this can only add up to a good time! 

Such concentration for the bean bag toss! 

Looks like a raffle was won by Bob St. John and Melanie Searle! 

http://www.oei-design.com
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Born and raised as a “Jersey girl” Debbie’s left the east coast in 1997 when she 

married her husband, Mark. Together the two lived in Honolulu, Hawaii until 2010 

when they relocated to Scottsdale, Arizona. 

Her first Mercedes-Benz was a 1985 190E, purchased new in the Garden State. 

Despite being one of the smallest Mercedes sedans to be sold, the car proved its 

worth in a traffic accident a few years later without serious injury to its driver. 

Following full accident repair, the little Mercedes went on to earn its 250,000 KM 

badge in 2005. 

When they moved to Arizona, they brought along their two Mercedes, a 1999 C280 

and a 1985 190E 2.3-16, which had replaced the 190E in Hawaii. Having an empty 

spot in their garage for the first time ever, they filled it with a 2011 GLK350. (Which 

remains Debbie “precious”, and parking spaces must apply for worthiness!) 

Debbie has been active in Desert Stars events ever since she returned to ‘the 

mainland’. She has organized events, participated in events and of course she has 

provided countless hours of assistance to various club activities. You may 

remember Debbie as that first greeting at the last StarFest. In 2012, she was in 

charge of the registrations, check-in and guest services for StarFest 2012 at the 

Biltmore Hotel & Resort. 

When she is not busy working or juggling the many aspects of the MBCA she is 

involved with, Debbie unwinds by baking tasty treats or enjoying a night out with 

Mark as they explore many of the culinary delights The Valley has to offer. 

She was elected as Vice-President of the club in 2013 and is now starting her new 

term as club President. 

Please welcome Debbie as our new section President! 

About Our New President 

Above: 

Debbie 

 

Right: 

Husband, 

Mark, and 

their new 

puppy, 

Mickey. 

By Matthew Crawford 

mailto:ftbshop@qwestoffice.net
mailto:tinoferrulli@scottsdale-mb.com


 
Keep your address updated with the 
MBCA National Business Office at 

(800) 637-2360 
Online at http://mbca.org 

 

T H E ST A RDU S T  
M A Y - J U N E  2 0 1 4 

 

May 24-26, 2014 
 

June 22, 2014 
July 12, 2014 

July 28- August 3, 2014 
 

August 8-10, 2014 
Sept 13-14, 2014 

September 26, 2014 
October 17-19, 2014 

November 8, 2014 

December 7, 2014 

Weekend 
 

Sunday 
Saturday 

Week  
 

Weekend 
Sat-Sunday 

Friday 
Weekend 
Saturday 

Sunday 

Memorial Day Weekend in Tucson/ Kitt Peak 
 
Star Night 2.0 China Chili 
Werkstatt Tour and Lunch 
Trip to Germany 
 
Escape the Heat 
Havasupai 
Star Night 2.0 T.B.D. 
Chaco Canyon National Park 
Tech Session - Pre-Purchase Inspection 

Holiday Party 

SAVE THESE DATES!!! 

Visit us at: 
www.desertstars.mbca.org 

 

 “Like” us on Facebook 
DesertStarsMBCA 

http://mbca.org/
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/

