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On the Road ... with President Alan Syme

If you’ve been in the market for a new car,
or have dropped by a dealership for
service, you might notice not a lot of new
cars are on the lot.
 
That’s an industry-wide trend that is
impacting more than just Mercedes-Benz
dealerships. One of the main problems, as
you might have heard on the news, is a
shortage of computer chips and supply
chain issues that also is impacting other
industries.
 
In fact, the chip shortage has entered a
new phase, reports Axios. While a lack of
wafers was to blame earlier in the year,
now the problem is that the equipment
needed to assemble those wafers into
integrated circuits for circuit boards also
relies on chips, according to a report by
IHS Markit.
 
The chip shortage is now expected to
extend into the first half of 2022 and will
cut car and truck manufacturing worldwide
by as many as 7.1 million vehicles in
2021, IHS Markit estimates.
 
Some auto manufacturers are pulling back
on their lines. A report in Motor
Trend stated that Mercedes-Benz sent a
memo telling its U.S. dealers that a
number of V-8 models won’t be sold in the
United States for the 2022 model year due
to supply chain issues and the
semiconductor shortage.
 
In addition, many manufacturing plants
shut down last year during the pandemic
and are trying to catch up on orders.
However, keeping plants running
has proven difficult in the face of
labor shortages, and some have had to

shut down due to COVID-19 outbreaks
among employees.

As inventory remains low, car buyers
aren’t likely to find many “deals.” Both new
and used car prices are surging. The
consumer price index for used vehicles
has risen 45% since June 2020.
 
In fact, you might have received an email
or letter from a dealership making you a
good offer to trade in your car – but what
would be available for you to then buy? 

All that said, it’s more important than ever
to keep our cars running in top condition. 
 
I encourage our Lone Star Section
members to take a look toward the end of
this newsletter to see some of the service
and repair discounts offered locally to you
as a membership benefit.
 
Thank you to Mercedes-Benz dealerships
in Austin and Georgetown, Ben’s
Workshop and Eurocharged for
generously providing these discounts to
local MBCA members. Our Section
certainly appreciates their support, as well
as their expertise to keep our cars on the
road.
 
Drive safely, and I hope to see you at our
Section’s next event.

Upcoming Events

SEPT. 25: Painted Churches Tour
- Registration by Sept. 15 -

Join us on a tour of the breathtaking
Painted Churches of Texas, east of Austin
in the communities of Dubina, High Hill,
Praha and Ammannsville. While the
churches may appear unassuming from
the outside, as you enter the front doors
prepare to have your breath taken away
by the incredible beauty found inside.

The Painted Churches of Texas date back
to the late 1800s and early 1900s, when
Czech and German immigrants came to
Texas to start a new life. To make their
new churches feel more like the ancient
Gothic structures of their homelands, the
settlers painted the walls, altars and
arches of their simple wooden sanctuaries
in colorful patterns and tromp l’oeil
images.

This is a one-day event, but if you decide
to spend the night, there is a limited block
of rooms reserved for $98.99 at the Best
Western Plus in Flatonia. To reserve a
room, call the hotel at (361) 865-1989 and
ask for the MBCA rate.

 

Event schedule:

7:45 a.m. – Meet to caravan at the
Chevron/McDonalds at 2850 TX 71,
Cedar Creek, at the corner of Tucker Hill
Road and Highway 71.

9:15 a.m. – Caravan arrives/meet for first
tour at Schulenburg Chamber of
Commerce, 618 N. Main St., Schulenburg.

Noon/12:30 p.m. – Tour ends, lunch at
location TBD.

6 p.m. – Dinner at Kloesel’s
Steakhouse,101 E.W. Moore St.,
Moulton (on your own)

Event cost:
$15 per person

RSVP (required) - by Sept. 15
Pay for event

Future Lone Star Section Events

Oct. 9-10: Hill Country Run
Burnet - SOLD OUT

Dec. 4: Annual Christmas Party
Home of Alan and Susann Syme
Sun City, Georgetown

Details to come

If you have any questions
or suggestions for events,
contact Ginny Pitzen at
ginnypitzen@yahoo.com
or (512) 925-4481.

National Event: Nov. 2-5: Mercedes Freude

Several members of the Lone Star Section
are planning to attend Mercedes Freude in
Hilton Head, S.C., from Nov. 2-5, and
perhaps turn it into a Section road trip with
a possible stop and tour at the Mercedes-
Benz U.S. International Inc. Visitor
Center/Museum and plant in Vance,
Alabama. The museum is the only one 

outside of Germany and has several
vintage Mercedes on display.

Interested?
Contact Ginny Pitzen 
ginnypitzen@yahoo.com or
(512) 925-4881
Details at the Mercedes Freude website

Watch for details and other Lone Star events to be announced in future newsletters, emails to
members, on our Facebook page and at https://lonestar.mbca.org

Have an idea for an event? Contact Vice President Ginny Pitzen.

Recent Events

AUG. 21: Lone Star Riverboat

About 40 members of both the Lone Star Section and the Houston Section, along with
friends and family, enjoyed a sunset cruise on Lady Bird Lake, watched bats emerge from
under the Congress Avenue bridge, and enjoyed the Austin scenery from the water. Before
the cruise, some met for dinner, and others enjoyed lunch and trip to the Bob Bullock
Texas State History Museum earlier in the day.

JULY 24: Lunch at Trattoria Lisina

Section members enjoyed fellowship and a delicious lunch at Trattoria Lisina, located on
the grounds of The Mandola Estate & Vineyard in Driftwood.
 

MBCA Fall raffle underway
The International Stars Mercedes-Benz
Club of America Fall 2021 raffle is now
open for MBCA members. 

First prize: 2021 AMG CLS 53
Coupe
Second prize: A trip to one of three
MBCA Events

Tickets are $50 each and there is no limit
to the number of tickets you can
purchase. Entries are due by Dec. 2. 

Visit raffle.mbca.org for more information
and to read the rules and regulations.

Download MBCA raffle flyer here.

Welcome New & Renewing Members - August

New Members
Richard Caprioli

Rick Jones
Peggy Maher
Ken Matney

Renewing Members
Bryan Cady

Thomas and Karen Gentry
Mary Joseph
Robert Mertz

Robert Stengle Jr. and Connie Stengle

Need information on membership? Know someone who wants to join?
Contact Membership Coordinator Susann Syme

Are you taking advantage
of your local membership benefits?

 
Your MBCA membership comes local benefits, in addition to these national ones. 
If you visit these businesses, please thank them for providing these generous
discounts.

Interested in advertising in the Lone Star
Update, the Section's monthly newsletter?

Contact Newsletter Editor Kirsten Voinis for
information on sizes and pricing for monthly
and annual ads.

Lone Star Section Officers

President - Alan Syme
(210) 827-8308
alansyme424@gmail.com

Vice President - Ginny Pitzen
(512) 925-4481
ginnypitzen@yahoo.com

Secretary - Frank Irwin
frank.irwin@gmail.com

Treasurer - Arno Pitzen
arno.ginny@gmail.com

Membership Coordinator - 
Susann Syme
46kaos@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor - Kirsten Voinis
kvoinis@kvoinis.com

Past President - Rick Everett
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