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On the Track ... with Secretary Frank Irwin

I've had an interest in motorsports ever
since I was young, even before I had an
interest in cars. Growing up in Bryan, I
was fortunate enough to be able to attend
the first two races at the Texas World
Speedway in neighboring College Station.
Watching a race live is so much better
than watching it on television, but actually
being a part of the race is on another
level, altogether! 
 
My first experience at having a better view
than the paying attendees was when I was
able to finagle a photographer's pass for
the 1984 Formula 1 race at Fair Park in
Dallas (I was a staff photographer for my
college newspaper at the time, so it was
semi-legit). What a rush it was to be able
to wander around the track with nothing
but a single barrier between you and 200-
mph machines! 
 
When the Circuit of the Americas was built
southeast of Austin, I saw the opportunity
to again experience “life on the inside” at
the track. I volunteered to work at the first
Formula 1 race held there in 2012, but my
position was as a wayfinder, which meant
that I stood outside the front gate area and
helped the fans find their ways about the
premises. 
 
Although we were allowed to go inside the
gates and watch the race once it started, it
was not the experience that I was hoping
for. This did, however, get me put onto a
mailing list so that I would get future
opportunities to volunteer at the track,
including jobs as a Flagging &
Communications Marshal. Here you get to
literally be part of the action, as you're in
the marshal stand, right next to the track,
and your job is to wave the yellow flag

Frank Irwin (right) as a track marshal at a Moto

GP race at the Circuit of the Americas. 

(Photo by Art Vega)

when there is an incident and
communicate what is going on in your
corner to the Race Control. 

Depending on the race, anywhere from
one to four marshals may be in a stand.
I've had the chance to work all sorts of
events, from “track days,” in which anyone
can bring their personal cars to drive on
the track, to SCCA, Indy, NASCAR,
Formula 1 and MotoGP. MotoGP is
probably my favorite. Instead of being a
Flag Marshal, I work as a Track Marshal.
My job is to wait for a rider to fall off of his
motorcycle, then run out and try to help
him get it back up and running or take it
off of the track. You can't get much closer
to the action than that! In the past year,
fellow MBCA Lone Star member Nick
Voinis has been joining me in the stand.
 
If you'd like to get in on the action, you
can sign at motorsportreg.com - just
search for “COTA Volunteers.” COTA is
currently looking for Flagging &
Communication Marshals for the
Sportscar Vintage Racing Association
(SVRA) and TransAm races in November. 
 
I hope to see you at the track, and don't
forget to bring your earplugs!

Upcoming Events

Future Lone Star Section Events

Dec. 4: Annual Christmas Party
Home of Alan and Susann Syme
Sun City, Georgetown
Details to come

Planning underway for 2022!

If you have any questions or suggestions
for events, contact Ginny Pitzen at
ginnypitzen@yahoo.com
or (512) 925-4481.

National Event: Nov. 2-5: Mercedes Freude

Several members of the Lone Star Section
are planning to attend Mercedes Freude in
Hilton Head, S.C., from Nov. 2-5, and
perhaps turn it into a Section road trip with
a possible stop and tour at the Mercedes-
Benz U.S. International Inc. Visitor
Center/Museum and plant in Vance,
Alabama. The museum is the only one 

outside of Germany and has several
vintage Mercedes on display.

Interested?
Contact Ginny Pitzen 
ginnypitzen@yahoo.com or
(512) 925-4881
Details at the Mercedes Freude website

Watch for details and other Lone Star events to be announced in future newsletters, emails to
members, on our Facebook page and at https://lonestar.mbca.org

Have an idea for an event? Contact Vice President Ginny Pitzen.

Recent Events

OCT. 9-10: Hill Country Run

We had a great weekend with the Fort Worth Section on a run through the Hill Country with
stops for wine tasting and lunch, followed by an evening at Horseshoe Bay Resort in
Marble Falls.

Thanks to Alan and Susann Syme for the photos.

(Find more photos in this Lone Star Section Facebook Page album)

SEPT. 25: Painted Churches Tour

The Houston Section joined us to form a caravan of 16 cars and 30 members to tour the
gorgeous Painted Churches of Texas, east of Austin in the communities of Dubina, High
Hill, Praha and Ammannsville. After the tour, some members enjoyed dinner at Kloesel's
Steakhouse in Moulton and spent the night.

Thanks to the Houston Section, Alan and Susann Syme, Frank Irwin, and Rick and Debbie Everett for the

photos.

(Find more photos in this Lone Star Section Facebook Page album)

MBCA Fall raffle underway
The International Stars Mercedes-Benz
Club of America Fall 2021 raffle is now
open for MBCA members. 

First prize: 2021 AMG CLS 53
Coupe
Second prize: A trip to one of three
MBCA Events

Tickets are $50 each and there is no limit
to the number of tickets you can
purchase. Entries are due by Dec. 2. 

Visit raffle.mbca.org for more information
and to read the rules and regulations.

Download MBCA raffle flyer here.

Welcome New & Renewing Members - September

New Members
Larry Koch

Renewing Members
Linda Bramblett

Robert and Jill Brown
Nils Crough
Ryan Goins

Edward and Petty Hoag
John Kershner

Michael Lambert
Mark Randolph

Chuck and Carol Smith
Barry and Cindy Wolff

Need information on membership? Know someone who wants to join?
Contact Membership Coordinator Susann Syme

Take advantage of your local membership benefits

Your MBCA membership comes local
benefits, in addition to these national
ones. 

If you visit these businesses, please
thank them for providing these
generous discounts.

Lone Star Section Officers

President - Alan Syme
(210) 827-8308
alansyme424@gmail.com

Vice President - Ginny Pitzen
(512) 925-4481
ginnypitzen@yahoo.com

Secretary - Frank Irwin
frank.irwin@gmail.com

Treasurer - Arno Pitzen
arno.ginny@gmail.com

Membership Coordinator - 
Susann Syme
46kaos@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor - Kirsten Voinis
kvoinis@kvoinis.com

Past President - Rick Everett
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