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is the horsepower race over?

	 At	a	gathering	of	American	automotive	
journalists	today	at	a	spa	east	of	San	Diego,	
for	the	U.S.	introduction	of	the	latest	AMG	entry	
into	the	horsepower	race	–	the	2012	CLS63	–	I	
chatted	with	Tobius	Mores,	DIrector	of	Vehicle	
Development	for	AMG	over	dinner.
	 He	had	just	introduced	the	new	car,	not-
ing	its	stunning	statistics:	550	horsepower	and	
590	pound-feet	of	torque	in	the	sport	version	
of	the	new	car.	That	power,	transferred	through	
the	seven-speed	multi-clutch	automatic	trans-
mission,	is	reported	by	AMG	to	be	capable	of	
taking	the	4,114	pounds	of	CLS	from	zero	to	60	
in	4.3	seconds.	Impressive	as	that	is,	Autoweek	
is	reporting	that	override	of	the	automatic	trans-
mission.
	 Needless	to	say,	that’s	a	notable	
achievement	in	a	car	that’s	already	outstanding	
for	the	redesign	that	we	discussed	in	the	Janu-
ary-February	issue	of	The	Star.
But	could	this	simply	be	the	end	of	a	cul-de-sac	
in	this	affluent	neighborhood,	with	nowhere	to	
go	except	back	down?
	 The	comments	made	by	Mores	over	
dinner	suggested	that	will	be	the	case.	With	
the	global	economy	starting	to	warm	up	again,	
and	no	major	changes	in	the	energy	situa-
tion,	gasoline	prices	are	already	starting	to	rise	
again.	And	we	know	what	happened	the	last	

time	that	occured.	With	a	whoosh	the	
air	goes	out	of	the	balloon	and	instead	
of	touting	horsepower	and	accelera-
tion	times,	auto	manufacturers	will	be	
talking	about	fuel	efficiency,	alternative	
power	sources,	and	a	greener	(which	
means	more	sedate)	future.
	 	Mores	doesn’t	go	that	far,	
though	in	our	press	kit	was	a	lovely	
calendar	with	pictures	of	the	new	
bright	yellow	electric	version	of	the	
SLS,	but	he	does	talk	about	AMG’s	
goals	as	being	the	development	of	
vehicles	that	deliver	a	“balanced	auto-
motive	driving	experience.”	The	new	
slogan	is	“responsible	performance.”
		 It	seems	as	if	we	can	have	our	
cake	and	eat	it	too.	The	C63	and	E63,	
with	their	6.3	liter	V8	engines	will	be	
around	for	four	or	five	more	years,	ac-
cording	to	Mores,	and	the	new	5.5	liter	
twin-turbocharged,	direct	fuel-injected	
V8	in	the	CLS63,	CL63,	and	S63	has	
a	bright	future.	On	the	other	hand,	
AMG	has	already	announced	that	
when	the	SLK55	comes	out	(which,	by	
the	way,	he	joked	that	he	wished	didn’t	
look	quite	so	much	like	the	SLS),	it	will	
have	a	naturally	aspirated	engine					
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2012-13 Events	Calendar

All	Club	meetings	start	at	7:00	P.M.

 halloween Party has been
  cancelled for this year! 

oct 23rd, swadley’s 
470-4343	 4000	N.	Rockwell,	Bethany

nov. 20th    el Chico mexican restaurant
	 	 Quail	Springs	Mall

dec. 18th Petroleum Club,	
	 	 Christmas	Party

$50.00	PER	PERSON,	pre-pay	to	Bobbye	
Van	Horn	with	entree	selection	on	check	
and	send	to	Bobbye	at	1601	Eagle	Drive,	
Edmond,	OK	73034-6070	by december 
12th, 2012.

Jan 15th The Grand House
524-7333	 2701	N.	Classen	Blvd.

Feb 19st Chelino’s Restaurant
286-3112	 10904	N.	May

urgent--see page 7 about emails.
Please	send	your	email	address	to	

mfwilliams3@att.net. 

seCtion’s neW board of direCtors 

  Jack finks 
  ed hoag 
  bill nash  
    Paul rodesney  
    bobbye Van horn  
    ken Wells   
    mary Williams  
  Charles Woods
  Jeff leatherock as past president
new officers will be elected at the next board
 meeting, october 20th.

 

M.R. “BUD” NORMAN
AUTO	-	HOME	-	LIFE	-	HEALTH

AMERICAN

1000	W.	WILSHIRE	BLVD.	SUITE	207
OKLAHOMA	CITY,	OK	73116-7031

BUS.	PHONE:	405-848-3393
HOME:	405-842-6780

NATIONAL

Jeff leatherock

Collision rePair & refinishinG
for fine automobiles

904	N.	Miller	-	OKC,	OK	73107
fax: 943-3852

Office: 943-5657943-5657
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722-1USA
5708 n.W. expressway - okla. City, ok 73132

Phyllis henkes
owner

houston henkes 
owner

Sooner Star newS

the Sooner Star newS iS publiShed bi-monthly by the mercedeS-benz club 
of america, central oklahoma Section, inc., aS a benefit of mbca member-
Ship. SubScriptionS for non-memberS are not available. rateS for advertiS-
ing are available from the preSident, whoSe addreSS and phone number are 
on the back cover. the editor reServeS the right to edit all Submitted mate-
rial. copy deadline iS the 25th of the month for the next month’S iSSue.

permiSSion to reprint any original article iS hereby expreSSly granted to other 
mbca SectionS. opinionS expreSSed are thoSe of the authorS and not neceSSar-
ily thoSe of either mbca or the central oklahoma Section. neither mbca or 
the central oklahoma SectionS endorSeS productS or ServiceS, but may, aS a 
part of our informational activitieS, allow them to be cited in articleS and noticeS.

the trade nameS and trademarkS “mercedeS-benz,” “mercedeS,” and the three-
pointed Star in a circle, are owned by dbag and are authorized for uSe by itS 
licenSeeS which include mbca, excluSively. it iS now poSSible to receive newS-
letterS from additional SectionS for $15.00 per Section. memberShip in the addi-
tional Section(S) muSt run concurrent with the memberS’ exiSting memberShip ex-
piration date. contact the national buSineSS office for additional information.

aS the newSletter editor, i welcome any articleS or SuggeStionS for articleS that you 
might have. claSSified adS are free to memberS, So take advantage! if you have a con-
tribution for an upcoming newSletter, pleaSe Submit to me by the 25th of each month. 

contact perSon:  mfwilliamS3@att.net, or Snail-mail  at mary williamS, 
916 nw 19th, oklahoma city, ok 73106 or call me at: 405-525-0633



       �

Christmas Party at the Petroleum Club, december 18th, 2012.

Bar	Time:	6:30	P.M.		
South	West	Salad	With	Roasted	Poblano	Ranch	Dressing.
Choice	Of:
	8	Oz.	Filet
	Chicken	With	Artichoke	Mushroom	Sauce
	Poached	Salmon
Vegetarian	Plate	(Roasted	Grilled	Vegetables	With
Pasta	&	Sun-dried	Tomato	Sauce.
Twice	Baked	Mashed	Potatoes	&	Vegetables
Chocolate	Pyramid	Cake	With	Chocolate	Sauce	&	Fresh	Berries.
Coffee,	Tea,	Rolls	&	Butter

$50.00+PER	PERSON,	pre-pay	to	Bobbye	Van	Horn	with	entree	selection	on	check	and	send	to	
bobbye at 1�01 eagle drive, edmond, ok 73034-�070 by december 12th, 2012.
Cash	bar
Dirty	Santa,	one	gift	per	couple.



neW members

James & rosalyn forsythe ,

edmond 

WelCome  to

Central oklahoma

seCtion
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your email address is needed!

Please patronize our supporters!

 i would like to thank mercedes benz 

of oklahoma City and GW & son auto body 

shop for sponsoring our newsletter. they help 

offset the cost of publication and mailing of 

our newsletter. We appreciate all of our adver-

tisers who have supported our Club for many 

years--our Club would not be a success with-

out all of you. — the editor

C l a s s i f i e d 	 A d v e r t i s i n g

Mercedes Collector has parts available	on	a	variety	of	
MB	autos,	ie.	300D’s	190E’s,	240D’s,	450,	380SEL	etc.	
Call	with	your	part	request	at	598-3540	or	274-3580,	
or	e-mail,	jesse.mcgaha@tinker.af.mil	 Please send your email address to 

mfwilliams3@att.net. ChanGe  for sale--1983 500seC amG 

Dark	blue	on	dark	blue.	Beautiful,	great	body	and	paint.	No	
rust	that	I	can	find.	Few	upholstery	problems.	Wood	faded	
some.	Engine……I	don’t	know.	Had	jumped	timing	once.	
Good	A/C	and	climate	control.	E-mail	for	more	details	and	
pictures.	$2,000 as is.  The	more	I	fix	it,	the	more	it’ll	cost.	
Mary	ls	getting	tired	of	it	blocking	the	drive!	

Make	a	serious	and	reasonable	offer,	and	it’s	yours.
Pete	Williams,	hwilliamsjr2@att.net

WelCome our neW  members
at the next meetinG!

Why our Club needs your 
email address:

We send you monthly reminders of upcom-
ing meetings and events.  that is all we use 
it for.  We respect your privacy.

We use a service from Constant Contact to 
do the “mailings”, but the only information 
they have is your email address and first 
name.  We respect your privacy.

since our newsletter is published bi-monthly, 
emails are the only way to be up to date on 
Club activities.  if you are not receiving these 
monthly reminders and wish to stay in touch, 
please email your “address” to me.
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continued from page 1
is the horsepower race over?-- being	touted	for	its	balance	between	power	and	efficiency,	
rather	than	its	sub-four	second	0-60	times.

With	the	typical	lead-time	required	of	automotive	development,	we’ve	got	a	few	more	years	to	
enjoy	no-apologies	performance,	but	the	end	of	the	current	cycle	of	emphasis	on	horsepower	ap-
pears	to	be	near.
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301 West 15th
Edmond, OK 73013

405.341.6030
800.341.6030

bring the internet to your dashboard
	

Our	engineers	call	it	the	most	comprehensive,	cloud-based	telematics	system	on	the	road.	But	we	
like	to	think	of	it	as	“life-efficient”	technology.	Standard	in	2013	vehicles*,	mbrace2	was	designed	to	
help	you	save	time,	every	day.
	By	bringing	the	Internet	to	your	dashboard,	connecting	you	with	your	car	from	a	smartphone	or	com-
puter,	and	more,	our	latest	in-vehicle	technology	will	leave	you	with	minutes	to	spare.
	So	what	will	you	do	with	your	mbrace	minutes?

1.	Send	directions	right	to	your	car’s																												3.	
	navigation	system,	locate	your
	vehicle	and	more	--	remotely.

2.	From	personal	Concierge	
service		to	live	Route	Assis-
tance,	mbrace2		puts	ex-
perts	at	your	beck	and	call.

Stay	connected	
from	the	driver’s	
seat	with	a	growing	
lineup	of	apps		that	
includes	Facebook	
and	Yelp.



Central oklahoma section - Visit our Website at: http://
www.mbca-okc.org

j

Central Oklahoma Section - Visit our website at: http:www.mbca-okc.org

	 10

Steve	Murrell	with	his	furry	friend,	Harley.

2012	Choctaw	Oktoberfest
Photos	by	Ed	Hoag
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brand that Created the “microcar” segment Creates the
 “affordable electric Car” segment

Smart	USA	announced	today	that	it	will	bring	in	its	third	generation	electric	fortwo	next	spring	at	a	Man-
ufacturer’s	Suggested	Retail	Price	(MSRP)	of	$25,000,	making	it	the	most	affordable	production	electric	
vehicle	in	the	U.S.	A	companion	cabriolet	model	will	retail	at	$28,000	when	both	models	hit	the	U.S.	mar-
ket	in	the	spring	of	2013.	Customers	may	also	be	eligible	for	federal	tax	credits	(which	run	up	to	$7,500)	
or	state/local	tax	credits,	further	reducing	the	cost.	Prior	models	were	available	for	lease	only.
	
“A	signature	characteristic	of	 the	smart	brand	is	 its	commitment	not	only	to	being	green	but	to	making	
people	think	differently	about	it,”	said	Tracey	Matura,	general	manager	of	smart.	“Green	can	be	fun.	Green	
can	be	affordable.	And	a	lot	of	us	don’t	really	need	a	four-seater,	or	at	least	not	for	every	trip.	smart	is	
about	rightsizing	for	your	transportation	needs	and	also	for	your	wallet.”
	
Based	on	the	iconic	smart	fortwo,	which	just	recorded	its	all-time	highest	sales	volume	month	under	Mer-
cedes-Benz	USA	with	sales	up	95%	year-to-date,	the	electric	drive	will	have	the	smallest	footprint	of	any	
car	on	U.S.	roads	and	its	cabriolet	sibling	will	be	the	only	convertible	electric	vehicle	on	the	market.	Further	
setting	the	fortwo	apart	from	other	vehicles	on	the	market	is	its	unique	patented	tridion	safety	cell	(which	
functions	like	a	race	car’s	roll	cage),	its	infinitely	customizable	exterior	(over	6,000	possible	combinations)	
and	its	green	credentials	which	start	at	one	of	the	most	eco-friendly	automotive	production	facilities	in	the	
world.
	
Customers	can	now	pre-register	for	a	smart	electric	drive	on	the	official	smart	USA	website:http://www.
smartusa.com/models/electric-drive/EV-pre-register.aspx.
	
About	Smart	
Smart,	a	Daimler	AG	brand,	has	its	U.S.	headquarters	as	part	of	Mercedes-Benz	USA	in	Montvale,	New	
Jersey.	The	smart	model-line	consists	of	five	fortwo	models:	the	pure	coupe,	passion	coupe,	passion	cab-
riolet	and	all	electric	drive	versions	of	the	coupe	and	cabriolet.	The	all-new	third	generation	electric	drive	
arrives	in	2013.	All	smart	models	sold	in	the	U.S.	are	covered	by	a	four-year,	50,000-mile	new	vehicle	
limited	warranty.
	
Classified	as	ultra-low	emissions	vehicles	by	the	State	of	California	Air	Resources	Board,	smart	models	
are	just	under	nine	feet	long,	5	feet	tall	and	5	feet	wide.	Despite	their	microcar	exterior	dimensions,	smart	
vehicles	are	surprisingly	roomy	inside	and	have	a	full	array	of	technological	and	safety	features	including	
the	patented	tridion	safety	cell	which	is	designed	to	protect	occupants	in	the	event	of	a	collision.	All	smart	
vehicles,	designed	to	be	85%	recyclable	and	over	95%	reclaimable,	are	produced	in	the	environmentally	
oriented	“smartville”	factory	in	Hambach,	France.	Additional	information	on	smart	can	be	found	at	www.
smartusa.com.
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mercedes-benz Club of america, inc.
Central oklahoma section
Pete and mary Williams, editors
916 N.W. 19th Street
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73106

Address corrections:
M. B. C. A.
1907 Lelaray Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80909-9959

regional director,	South	Central	Region
Charles l. boyd
1115	West	Pine	Ave,	Duncan,	OK	73533-4259
580-255-4040	or:	cl.boyd@sbcglobal.net
Officers,	Central	Oklahoma	Section
President: Jeff leatherock
(405)	306-9795	or	leatherock@aol.com
Vice President: Jack finks
(405)	324-6145 or jackinok@hughes.net
secretary: suzen rodesney
(405)	720-6019	or	rodesney@cox.net
treasurer: Carl denning
(405)	721-2767	or	carld@cox.net
membership Chair: bill nash
(405)	478-7677	or	wjnash@cox.net

new directors of
Central oklahoma section

  Jack finks   (405) 324-�145
  ed hoag   (405) 341-3578
  masood khan  (405) 340-2130
  Paul rodesney  405)  720-�019
  bobbye Van horn  (405) 340-5919
  ken Wells   (405) 7�0-2414
  mary Williams  (405) 525-0�33
  Charles Woods  (405) 359-2821

Full	Name _____________________________________________________         

Associate	Member’s	Name ______________________________________

Street	Address _________________________________________________

City  ________________________________  State	____		Zip	___________

Home	Phone	(							)		_________________			Business	(						)	_________

Member’s	Occupation __________________________________________

Mercedes	Cars	Now	Owned__________________________________
(list	year	and	model)

Email	address	____________________________________________
I	hereby	apply	for	membership	in	the	Mercedes-Benz	Club	of	America.
_____________________________________________	Date	_______
I hereby apply for membership in the Mercedes-Benz Club of America

Current mbCa members: 
feel free to give this 
application to potential 
members!

mercedes-benz Club of america membership application
Call national office at 800-�37-23�0 to Join by Phone

membership dues are $49 
annually, $95 for two years, 
or $139 for three years.

the dues include six issues 
of the star each year, 
plus your local section’s 
newsletter. make your 
check payable to mbCa, 
and mail it along with the 
application to 
mercedes-benz Club of 
america, inc.
national business office
1907   lelaray street
Colorado springs, Co 
80909

new rates


