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Sunday Drive - October 31st, 2021
Waltham, MA to Jaffrey, NH 

About 20+ cars showed up for our first Sunday drive event which started in Waltham, MA
and finished in Jaffrey, NH at the Dublin Road Taproom and Eatery. Members enjoyed the

leisurely drive through the Massachusetts and New Hampshire countryside with the fall
foliage in full bloom. Thanks to member Ulysses De Guzman for planning the route and

providing interesting information along the way!
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We met at the Mills in Meredith, New Hampshire on a Tuesday evening for a meet
and greet. Members from Northern New England Stars, Minute Man, Hudson
Mohawk, and Northern New Jersey got reacquainted and tried to find out more
about the next day’s rallye. Dotti and Al Larson of Northern New England Stars and
rallymasters weren’t forthcoming other than to repeat the main rule of rallyes; “The
rallymaster is always right.”

The next day the participants lined their cars up at the boat launch across from one of
the hotel buildings and let the rallymasters know whether they were doing the quiz or
time distance rallye. After that, Al and Dottie sent them on their way for a wonderful
tour around Lake Winnipesaukee. In the route instructions, there were suggestions of
where to enjoy the view. These places were the crowning touch on a colorful ride.
While the quiz questions were many and somewhat tricky, everyone had a good time
with it, while the time distance participants worked hard to stay on course at the right
speed while enjoying the scenery.

That night, at the awards banquet, the following winners were announced. In the Quiz
Rallye, first prize went to Anna and Dave Chalk of Northern New England Stars,
second to Emily and Ed Hibert, also of Northern New England Stars, Third place was a
tie between Lew and Velice Decker and Barbara and Armond Frigan, both of Hudson
Mohawk.

In the Time Distance Rallye, first place went to Ernie and Bonnie Fancy of Minute
Man, second to Linda and Paul Haight of Hudson Mohawk and third went to new
member of Northern New England Stars Christina Barnes and her friend Diane Laird.
The next morning the participants left for home, looking forward to see what next
year brings.

Farberallye 2021
Bonnie Fancy

Time & Distance Winners
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Germanfest XXXIV
 

 Germanfest, or Mercedes Day, is the longest running lawn event at the
Larz Anderson Auto Museum and like so many other things it was sorely
missed in 2020. As a result, excitement was high for our 34th signature

Minuteman event and it did not disappoint. 
 

GermanFest 2021

Meri 9: Christina Barnes
and Diana Laird third prize

Ed Owen
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This year the event was held in August and even in the year of rain, Mother Nature gave us her

blessing. As a result, a very eclectic mix of vintage and modern Mercedes-Benzs showed up to fill the
field and presented many a challenge to the judges as the winners of both Class 7 and Class 1 won by

only a half of a point. MBCA members from Vermont, New Hampshire, Maine, Rhode Island, and
Pennsylvania joined in our local fun, giving the event a more regional feel. Highlights included two

190SLs (121 Chassis), a custom ‘61 300d (189 Chassis), a ‘65 190 Fintail Rally Car (111 Chassis), a ‘69
300 SEL 6.3 (M100 109 Chassis), ‘20 AMG GTR, a ‘91 190E 16V Evolution II (201 Chassis), and a ‘55
300SL Gullwing (198 Chassis). Thank you to all our sponsors and especially to all our volunteers and

judges for their efforts in a well run and memorable day celebrating our favorite marque! 

Here is the list of award winners based on the National MBCA Judging Rules:
 

Award Winners

Best of Show:
Bob and Cindy Laughrea - 1991 190E 16V

Best of Classic Street:
Old Timer Restoration - 1961 300d

Best of Vintage Street:
John Berensen - 1995 E320 Cabriolet

Best of Modern Street:
Cliff Skillin - 2009 SL63

Judges Award:
Tom Larsen - 1955 300SL Gullwing

Class 1:
1st - Lesley Skillin - 2003 C230 Kompressor
2nd- Perry Clough - 2011 CL500
3rd - Roman Gankin - 2007 E350 Wagon

Class 2:
1st - John Donegan - 1993 190E
2nd - Davis Horn - 1991 230E
3rd - Mark Hutchinson - 1986 190D 2.5

Class 3:
1st - John Harrington - 2011 E320 Cabriolet
2nd - Jim Cusick - 2006 SL500
3rd - Dale Harris - 2002 SL500

 

GermanFest 2021

Class 5:
1st - Keith Morgan - 1969 300SEL 6.3
2nd - European Auto Solutions - 1965 190
Fintail

Class 6:
1st - SL-Tech - 1966 230SL
2nd - Roland Boucher - 1970 280SL

Class 7:
1st - Albert Michaud - 1985 380SL
2nd - Bruce Thompson - 1986 560SL
3rd - Hal Tovin - 1985 380SL

Class 8:
1st - Fred Winthrop - 1958 190SL
2nd - Bruce Kline - 1955 190SL

Class 9:
1st - Les Cavicchi - 2015 SLK250
2nd - Nicholas Perez - 2020 AMG GTS
3rd - Akanasi Agyemaug - 2019 A220

Class 12:
1st - Eric Yeung - 2016 AMG GTS
2nd - Tim Johnson - 2017 C63s
3rd - Jennifer Tritano - 2009 E63 AMG

Ed Owen



Ever since the birth of the automobile, photography has played an important role in
showcasing this marvelous invention. A great car can look even better by the artistic talent
of the photographer. By the same token, with the right lighting, lens and shutter speed,
the ugliest auto could look just as nice as a ‘57 Thunderbird. Recently, I decided to put my
1973 450SL on the market after 10 years of ownership. This coincided with my upcoming
high school reunion. Using the power of Facebook, I started connecting with classmates
from decades ago. One guy that I hadn’t spoken to since graduation was Russ Campbell.
Russ was a photo hobbyist in high school, and I was glad to learn he decided to take his
passion and make a career out of it. 

As luck would have it, he lives only 20 miles away. As we got to talking, we spoke about
his love of photography and the various specialties he has pursued. I mentioned that I was
thinking of selling my car and would like to have some nice photos taken of it; something
better than what I could do with my amateur digital camera. He became very excited as he
has been interested in what he could do with his lens and a classic automobile to expand
his portfolio. 

Now admittedly, my car is not a #1 show car. I am the second owner of this SL which was
originally purchased by an engineer in CT and picked up at the factory in Germany. He had
apparently passed away and his widow put it on consignment at a classic car dealer in
Southport, CT. I saw the car and fell in love with it, not realizing how much work it needed.
After $10,000 in engine, suspension, cosmetic and miscellaneous repairs, you have the SL
seen in these photos. Living in the Boston area, I am fortunate to be near one of the best
Mercedes repair shops in the country: European Auto Solutions. I’ve entrusted the repairs
of this vehicle to their top-notch mechanics and have never been disappointed. After all
the work though, it’s still a daily driver, albeit a great looking and fun one. But alas, my
time with this classic is coming to an end as bigger and better vehicles await my purchase
and my spouse had declared a “one classic limit” for our confined storage space. 

Back to photography: I asked Russ how he wanted to photograph my car and he
suggested I drive out to Maynard, MA one evening before sunset for some dramatic shots
in the parking lot of the former Digital Equipment Corporation (DEC). For those techies in
the audience that remember the PDP-11, DEC was the largest employer in Massachusetts
in the 70s and 80s but failed to make the switch to personal computers and rapidly
declined. However, its former facilities have sprouted new technology companies
like Monster.com. Russ selected this location because of the wide-open space and the line
of sight to the sunset.
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Photography and Automobiles
Dean Coclin
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Photography and Automobiles
Dean Coclin

 

This car represents the first model year of the 450SL in the USA. It features
short bumpers (extended bumpers were installed the following year) and is
not encumbered by emission controls such as catalytic converters, which
means it has the highest horsepower of all 450SL’s. Horsepower steadily
decreased through the 70s as smog regulations and the energy crisis took

their toll on manufacturer’s ability to produce fast, fuel efficient cars. 

Photo 1: This shot was taken 
with a 300mm lens, standing 
quite far away from the vehicle.

Photo 2: While the sun went down,
Russ got to work, quickly positioning
himself in front of the car with the
sunset in the background. This was
using a 16-35 zoom lens @29mm.

1973 Mercedes 450SL

For the photography buffs that are reading and waiting for the details, here you go:

The end result: the car was sold in little more than a week after I advertised it with these
photos (compared to months of advertising with very little interest using my own photos).
More importantly, Russ has created a memento that I will cherish long after this car has
sold. I will never just glance at a car photograph again. After spending close to 4 hours with
professional photographer Russ Campbell, I have a new appreciation for what goes into
taking these fabulous images. The positioning, lighting, proximity, and location are elements
of the photographer’s toolbox that go into the final result.

It was great to connect with Russ and his business, russCam (see www.russcam.com for
some of his work and contact info). Hiring a professional photographer is not inexpensive,
but it’s well worth it for the results it brings.
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Photography and Automobiles
Dean Coclin

Photo 4: 

This is one of my favorites as it
shows how critical lighting is to the
photographer’s artistic talent.
 
The natural light of the background
coupled with the car’s headlights
make this picture really pop! 

(70-200mm@105mm)

Photo 3: As darkness fell, Russ started pulling out his
bag of tricks with remote strobes, stands, and bug
spray.  He bathed the car in flashes, while leaving the
lens open. This shot was actually a double exposure:
one with the headlights on with no other lighting and
the second with no headlights and flash pops around
the car. He edited out the flash pops and combined
both pictures with Photoshop. 

This was using a 70-200mm lens at 114mm. Amazing!

Photo 5: The sun continued to
diminish in the horizon, but Russ 
was still able to use it while
illuminating the foreground. 

(16-35mm@16mm)



     By way of introduction, in the twenty-five year history of the Greenwich Concours d’Elegance
I have missed only four as either a Concours participant, sponsor, spectator, or auction buyer. I
was indoctrinated in my days at Hatch & Sons and have been a supporter ever since. Originated
in 1996 by the Wennerstrom family, it has remained at Roger Sherman Baldwin Park and
consisted of a judged display of American cars on Saturday and European cars on Sunday. The
Bonhams Auction was added to the festivities in 2007 and the Concours is one of just three
events of its type listed in the book “1,000 Places to See Before You Die.” I have fond memories
of Bruce and Genia’s hard work and hospitality. Unfortunately, Genia passed away in 2011 and
Bruce in 2015 - the baton was passed from the family to Hagerty who acquired it in 2019. They
have subsequently acquired both the Concours d’Elegance of America, the California Mille, and
the beloved Amelia Island Concours, but due to the pandemic this year’s Greenwich Concours
was the first under its new caretaker and a glimpse into the new order of things. According to the
Hagerty press release in 2019, CEO McKeel Hagerty states “Outstanding events like the
Greenwich Concours d’Elegance get people excited about cars, and that’s what it is all about.
That’s how we’re going to save driving and car culture for future generations.”  

      I don’t know about you, but I have been through an acquisition and the verbiage was quite
different from the reality… so it was with real interest and curiosity that I attended this year's
event. The Saturday schedule changed from the traditional American display to a combination of
three shows on one field: RADwood, Porschella, and The Concours d’Lemons. For those who may
not be familiar, RADwood is a series of National shows celebrating the lifestyle of the 80’s and
90”s (https://www.radwood.com/whatisrad), Porchella by CarPark is a celebration of modified
Porsches, and the Concours d’Lemons represents the automotive counter culture “Celebrating
the Oddball, Mundane, and Truly Awful of the Automotive World”
(https://24hoursoflemons.com/concours-d-lemons/). 
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Greenwich Concours 2021
Ed Owen

https://www.radwood.com/whatisrad
https://24hoursoflemons.com/concours-d-lemons/
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Greenwich Concours 2021
Ed Owen

      With Milli-Vanilli CD in hand, we joined the
RADwood show with our 1991 Mercedes-Benz
190E 16V Evolution II. The combination of the
three shows had a great vibe to it, no pretense,
just the sharing of car fun. The average age of the
owners seemed to be a bit younger and
excitement to be there ran high. A good friend of
mine called it the “gateway drug” to the car
collecting habit. I did hear some rumblings from
traditionalists who were looking for classic
American iron on Saturday, but I totally agree
with Hagerty’s vision of inclusion and celebrating
all levels of collecting by opening the field. It is in
a similar vein that we added the “Modified Class” 
 at Germanfest, our fullest class this year, that
 Art of the Automobile Boston includes the Cars and Coffee display, and that the Audrain has the ‘30 under
30’ Class at their Concours. I do believe it is less about lack of interest and more about access and
harnessing enthusiasm that will help our hobby sustain and possibly grow. 

      Sunday was the fully curated Concours d’Elegance and also did
not disappoint. The field was reconfigured from its traditional
layout and it felt very substantial. My favorite classes were the
amazing Lancia Class, the Allard class (with the most Allards I have
ever seen, including a 1 of 3 left hand drive British market variant),
and the first ever SUV class. It took most of the day to walk the
field and appreciate all the quality participants including the 1921
Duesenberg Straight 8, ordered by the Castle Family, which was
the first passenger Duesenberg produced. I am happy to report
that our favorite marque carried the “Best Of Show” honors, the
1927 Mercedes-Benz Supercharged Model K! The “K” stands for
“kurzer randstad,” German for short wheelbase. The detail on this
car gives it a combination of elegance and power, a true work of
art and deserved of the award bestowed. Congratulations to its
owners!

       On the drive back to Boston after processing the weekend, I
felt that the Wennerstom’s family legacy of the Greenwich
Concours is in good hands. My only real lament was the Bonhams
Auction was online and not live, as I missed Auctioneer Rupert
Banner on the block. Impressive work by the team of Hagerty. If
you are interested in participating or attending in 2022, which I
highly recommend, the schedule is returning to its traditional time
in early June.

Ed Owen
Director
MBCA Minuteman Section



Letter from the President 

Greetings!

It’s been another great quarter for events for our Minuteman members. In August we met at the
Newport Polo Club to watch an exciting match against Palm Beach. Box lunches were served and even
though it was scorching hot, we all had a great time. This was my first polo event and if you haven’t
been, I highly recommend it for your calendar in 2022!
 
In late August, we held our annual Germanfest exhibition at Larz Anderson Park in Brookline, MA. It
was a fantastic turnout and great to see current and new members participating. Finally, car shows
are back!
 
Jumping forward to October, we hosted a Sunday Drive event which took us from Waltham, MA to
Jaffrey, NH along a very scenic route. We expect to do more of these once the weather warms up in
the spring. This was a really fun event and I would encourage all members to consider joining the next
one.
 
Some of us participated in the Faberallye, hosted by our friends in the Northern New England Stars
chapter. Although I didn’t do the actual Rallye, I heard it was quite challenging! The dinner turned out
to spectacular. Next year, it’s our turn to host Faberallye so I hope you will email me with ideas on
where to do this.
 
I wrote an article which you will find in this issue (and I’m hoping will be published in the Star soon) on
the benefits of using a professional photographer to help sell your car. We are seeking article
contributions from members for future issues so if you have a topic that you have some expertise on
or just want to share your thoughts, please email our editor Leia Owen.
 
Hope to see you at the upcoming Holiday Pops event!

Dean
Dean Coclin
Minuteman Section President 
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UPCOMING EVENTS

ANNUAL THEATER AND DINNER EVENT
Sunday, December 12, 2021 - 3:00pm to 5:30pm

Symphony Hall - 301 Mass Ave Boston, Massachusetts
Contact: Rich Garick (rgarick@comcast.net, 603-898-3980)

 
Save the date, Sunday December 12th, 2021 for our Annual Theater and Dinner event,
this year featuring the Boston Pops Orchestra-Holiday Pops 2021. We are fortunate to
secure 50 seats for this venue. Following the concert, we will gather at  Jasper White's
Summer Shack-Back Bay (50 Dalton St) for a social dinner, just a few blocks away.

Rejoice as conductor Keith Lockhart and the BOSTON POPS ORCHESTRA return for a
performance filled with holiday music favorites, the jubilant POPS sing-a-long, and a visit
from Santa Claus himself. Started in 1973 by BOSTON POPS Conductor Arthur Fiedler,
these concerts take place in the magical atmosphere of world famous Symphony Hall,
beautifully decorated to evoke all the magic and charm of the season.

Immediately following the show we will enjoy cash cocktails and a superb dinner at
JASPER WHITE'S SUMMER SHACK – BACK BAY.  SUMMER SHACK is a fun, casual,
award winning restaurant specializing in fresh New England style seafood, including
seasonal grilled fish, crispy fried shrimp, crab cakes, steamed lobsters and choice steaks &
tips.

COST: A ridiculously super value at only $100.00 per person (thanks to a huge
contribution from the MBCA-MINUTEMAN SECTION). There is limited seating for only
50 people and reservations will be on a first-come first-served basis. Hurry, this event
annually sells out quickly, so buy your tickets now using the link below. (Preference will
be given to Club Member and one guest only) 

RESERVATIONS ARE DUE BY NOVEMBER 20, 2021!

BOSTON POPS tickets and directions will be mailed out in early December

NOTE: All visitors must present proof of vaccination OR a negative COVID-19 test each time they enter
Symphony Hall. A negative COVID-19 test must either be a PCR test taken within the last 72 hours or
an antigen test taken within the last 24 hours. Proof of a negative test can be in the form of a photo or
email of negative test results from a clinic, testing center, medical professional or a time-stamped photo
of an at home test. Options for proof of vaccination include showing a vaccination card or a photo of
the card, or a digital vaccine record. Everyone aged 2 years or older* is required to wear a CDC-
approved mask during all indoor public events in Symphony Hall, regardless of vaccination status, except
when actively eating or drinking.
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html


Do you want to BUY or do you want to SELL?

         Either way the place to be on Saturday, November 20, 2021
is at the Hyatt Regency in Greenwich, CT for the November to
Remember event. If you are looking to add another beautiful
Starship to your collection or if you need to say “Good-bye” to one
of your beauties, this is the place. 

Sellers will receive the full bid price of their car and the buyer will
pay a separate payment of a tax deductible ten-percent premium
which will then be donated to MBCA National (as MBCA is a
qualified 501c3 organization) to help fund the club, its educational
programs, and scholarships. If you would like to sell, please contact
Oliver Seligman, President of NYC/LI Section for more information
at mogs05@aol.com

  All cars will be fully vetted before being accepted for auction.
 
Bill Fisher, Mid-Atlantic Regional Director
The best or nothing
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Welcome, New Members!

The following members from our region joined
MBCA in September, October, and November:

Amanda Phillips
Lesley Skillin
Albert Kolezi
Christopher Hammond
Hlomas Nielsen
Victor Luna Jr
Andrew Steinbacher
Cynthia Harris
Timothy Coleman
David Horn
Jennifer Iritano
Joseph Mccue
Jonatas Raineri
Francis Caruso
Darcie Volk
Mary Allen Bradley
David Wells
Thomas Hiniker



Benefits of Membership
Visit mbca.minuteman.org to renew today

Member Rebate

The Star® Magazine

Classified Ads

Your U.S. membership with the Mercedes-Benz Club of
America (MBCA) comes with special privileges, like
rebates toward monthly Mercedes-Benz USA listings.
To qualify, you must be a current primary Member of
MBCA in the USA. To access rebates, visit the MBUSA
Rebate page. Then generate your Control Number at
the bottom of the page when logged in to give to your
participating dealer.

Your membership to the Mercedes-Benz Club of
America includes a subscription to our bi-monthly
magazine, The Star.  In 2012, The Star was
awarded 14 "best of" medals from the
International Automotive Hall of Fame for
excellence in writing, design, production, graphics
and photography. Available to Members by mail
and online. 

Mercedes-Benz Club of America members and non-
members, both private party and commercial
businesses, may sell merchandise, goods and
services through this website and in our award-
winning magazine, The Star®. Reach the people
who love Mercedes.
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Collector Car
Insurance

Club Trips to
Germany

Misc. Discounts

Collector Car InsuranceMBCA members have access to receive an additional 5% discount,
in addition to all other offered discounts, with their collector car insurance policy through
Hagerty. They host to the largest network of collector vehicles and one of the premier
collector vehicle insurance providers, with coverage tailored specifically to protect your
Mercedes-Benz. Experience great benefits like Guaranteed ValueTM Coverage, Flexible
Usage, Roadside Service and Expert Claims Handling.

Membership benefits include the exclusive opportunity to experience a first-class
European vacation and VIP tours that places you at the heart of Mercedes-Benz rich
history. These member only trips provide direct and personal access to Mercedes-Benz
facilities, museums, assembly plants and the many amazing European landmarks.

15% Discount on Parts from the Mercedes-Benz Classic Center: 
Club members receive 15% off hard-to-find parts from the Mercedes-Benz Classic
Center in Irvine, California. Learn why they say in the end, they're not just restoring
cars ... they're reviving dreams.

Discounts on Parts, Service & Accessories at Participating Mercedes-Benz Dealers:
As a Mercedes-Benz Club of America member, the presentation of your membership
card may entitle you to 5%, 10% or (up to) 20% off parts, service and accessories
from U.S. and Canadian Mercedes-Benz dealers.

Benefits of Membership
Visit mbca.minuteman.org to renew today
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President
Dean Coclin
dean.j.coclin@verizon.net

Vice-President 
Barry O’Neil 
barry056@gmail.com 

Treasurer  & Secretary
Courtland Brannen 
Phone: 617-970-8156 
courtlandbrannen@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor/Publisher 
Leia Owen
Phone: 781-642-0664
info@leiamowen.com

Web Master / Online Marketing Communications 
Dean Coclin 
dean.j.coclin@verizon.net 

Membership Director
Michelle Meuse
michelle.meuse@outlook.com 

Technical Editor 
Peter Vanderveer 
vanderveermotors@comcast.net 

Past President: Edward Owen

Director Emeritus: Steve Wiener 

Director-at-Large
Ernie Fancy 
fancyer@cox.net 

Northeast Regional Director
Drew Webb
rdswebb@gmail.com

TRI-ANGLES
Tri-Angles is the newsletter published quarterly
for the MBCA-Minuteman Section, Mercedes-
Benz Club of America. 

Neither editorial content nor advertising implies
endorsement of any product or service by the
Mercedes-BenzClub of America, its sections, or
MBUSA. The publisher assumes no liability for
errors in advertisements.

Please direct advertising inquiries to:
Leia Owen
Phone: 781-642-0664
info@leiamowen.com

Members may run classified advertisements free
of charge.

Send email changes to: 
MBCA, National Business Office
1907 LeLaray St. Colorado Springs, CO 80909
Tel. 800-637-2360

Email advertisements to: 
info@leiamowen.com
Copy Deadlines: 15th of February, May, August,
and November.

Leia Owen/Editor & Publisher

Ken Bourque 
Phone: 781-326-5158
Kenbourque32@gmail.com 

Dean Coclin 
dean.j.coclin@verizon.net

Rich Garick 
Phone: 603-898-3980 
rgarick@comcast.net 

Courtland Brannen 
Phone: 617-970-8156
courtlandbrannen@gmail.com 

Ed Owen
Phone: (781) 642 - 0667
ed@virtualeas.com

Minuteman Leadership Team:

Board of Directors:
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Advertising - 

Your Ad Here!
The Minuteman Newsletter is a great way to get your business out to
fellow club members by growing your referral base. Please feel free to
reach out to the newsletter editor to get started! 

Please direct advertising inquiries to:

Leia Owen
Phone: (781) 642-0664
info@leiamowen.com

Members may run classified advertisements free of charge.

Send email changes to: 
MBCA, National Business Office
1907 LeLaray St. Colorado Springs, CO 80909
Tel. 800-637-2360 17


