
MBCA Memphis Section Newsletter - Jan./Feb. 2022

President's Message:
Greetings members, associates, and guests, and welcome to the January-February

issue of our River City Star. Well, we almost made our goal of 100 members by the end of the
year, reaching 98, before we lost two at the very end. But even our missing two may be
renewing their membership, and I sincerely hope they, and you all, will do when the time comes.
I fully realize you may have expected something more when you signed up for MBCA
membership, and I assure you that as soon as the world gets somewhat back to normal, we will

do more.
Our proposed 2022 Calendar of Events is included in this newsletter. It is planned as a normal year

where we have a large number of gatherings. We will make adjustments as we proceed through the year. As we
get closer to each event, check your email to make sure you have the latest information. Several events are out
of town, involve registrations and hotel stays, and whether or not the events are held is up to the organizers. You
may call or email me at any time for the latest information.

Our first section large gathering is a dinner scheduled in March. We will send out an email on the exact
time and place when we are sure we will be able to do this. The first out of town event is the Natchez Euro-fest in
Natchez MS. April 21-23. You can learn more by going to http://euro-fest.net. You will notice that I have added
the 21st as a start day because we will drive to St. Martinsville LA. on the next day for lunch. We will spend the
night in Jackson MS. on the 21st, and travel in a group to St. Martinsville the next morning.

If you have received the latest edition of the club’s magazine, The Star, you will notice we have a new
Regional Director, Ken Koehler, former five-year president of the Indianapolis Section. He is taking over from
Rick Siefert who will now run the St. Louis Section. We wish them both the best of luck.

Finally, I have two things. I want to thank Rick Siefert for all his help and support for the last two years
and working through several issues. Secondly, I want to thank him for presenting me with the Central Region
Officer of the Year Award. I can only say that it is because I have such a hard-working group of people working
with me to get things done. Membership is slowly growing, when most sections are losing members in droves.
Our treasury is holding steady even without national support. Our schedule of events for the year will contain
numerous opportunities to get together. Hang in there!

Drive safe, and I hope to see you soon,

Bill Sudekum

President, Memphis Section

Membership in the MBCA offers many
benefits including discounts on new cars,
parts and service, a 15% discount at
Brooks Brothers and much more!

http://euro-fest.net


Date Event Location

Feb. 4 Cars & Carbs Panera Bread, Germantown
March 5 Cars & Carbs Panera Bread, Germantown
March 19 Mexican Dinner Place and Time to Be Determined
April 2 Cars & Carbs Place and Time to Be Determined
April 21- 23 Natchez Euro Fest Natchez, MS
May 7 Cars and Carbs Panera Bread, Germantown
May 15 Area Farmer's Market/lunch To Be Determined
June 3-4 St. Louis European Auto Show St. Louis, MO
June 18 Dinner To Be Determined
July 2 Cars & Carbs To Be Determined
July 16 Pillow-Thompson House Helena, AR
August 6 Cars & Carbs To Be Determined
August 13 Dinner To Be Determined
Sept. 3 Cars & Carbs To Be Determined
Sept. 10 Pipestone Restoration Visit Waverly, TN
Oct. 1 Cars & Carbs To Be Determined
Oct. 1-2 Renaissance Euro Fest Ridgeland, MS
Nov. 5 Cars & Carbs To Be Determined
Nov. 12 Dinner To Be Determined
Dec. 3 Cars & Carbs To Be Determined
Dec. 10 Germantown Parade Germantown, TN
Dec. 10 Dinner To Be Determined

Please welcome our new members Alex Nott and Brandi Person. For the calendar year 2021,
our membership has increased to 96, a net gain of 15 members since last year at this time.
Our increased membership numbers can be partially attributed to the Membership Displays
we placed at Mercedes of Memphis, Mercedes of Collierville and Smith Imports. I'm also
seeing some referrals from current members so, if you refer someone, ask him to include your
name on the application and receive a one month extension on your own
membership. Remember, we need old copies of the Star for our Dealer Displays; to donate let

Memphis Membership Matters
By Mike McHann (Membership Chairman)

me know and I'll come by and pick them up.
I'd like to encourage our newest members to join us at our upcoming Cars & Carbs meeting

Saturday, Feb 5 (first Saturday every month) from 9-11 at Panera Bread in Germantown. We’d love to see you.
Let's keep up the good efforts and encourage our fellow Mercedes owners to join. We have a colorful

application so let me know if I can send you copies.
Join now! https://memphis.mbca.org/join/national

Mike McHann
901-299-6341

The 2022 MBCA-Memphis Calendar of Events
Our events include delicious dinners, fun drives and demonstrations on how to fix your car. Regardless

of your interests and preferences, you will have many different events to choose from. We at MBCA Memphis
value the safety of our members. As COVID-19 subsides,we will add events and dates to the calendar while we
cotinure to stay in compliance with local directives.

As always, go to memphis.mbca.org for the latest updates on our events.

https://memphis.mbca.org/join/national
http://memphis.mbca.org


Al Ross Joined the MBCA September 2021. Although
new to Mercedes, Al comes to the club with much
European car experience. This is his story.

It’s 1965 winter in New Jersey and I’m driving
my 1957 Austin Healey to Long Island, NY several
times a week to complete my senior year. I cross the
George Washington Bridge (toll was 50 cents), Bronx
Expressway, Throg’s Neck Bridge and Long Island
Expressway to reach north shore, all the time with my
vapor hitting the windshield. I purchased the Healey for
$750 from a local guy; it was a good 20 footer, black
exterior with red interior, silver wires, side-curtains and
side-pipe exhaust under the driver’s door. It was cold
in the winter and brutally hot in the summer but I
commuted that last year because I couldn’t afford to
live on campus or even nearby.

I remember liking sports cars since I was a
kid. My dad let me steer his MG TD in the summers
and he went on to have a 55 and 56 Thunderbird and
my mom had a 60 Corvette. I got to drive the Corvette
and it was a real chick magnet. It was white with black
interior and a 283 Cu in engine a single 4 barrel and 4
speed transmission. To this day, my favorite sports car
would be any C1 Corvette, particularly the 60-62
models.

My father bought me my first car when I was
14. It was a 1941 ford convertible with 3 on the tree.
Unable to legally drive until age 17, I would drive the
car from the end of our driveway, get into second gear
and try to stop without hitting the rear of our garage. I
was successful most of the time. I enjoyed working on
the old car and swapped in a floor transmission, a
newer Mercury flat-head engine, and, of course, dual
exhausts with glass pack mufflers.

I’ve been married for 56 years to Dale, the only
girl that would tolerate me. We came to Memphis
about 40 years ago and we still reside on the colonial
golf course in Countrywood. We have three
grandsons. We lost our oldest son in a car accident in
1988, but our younger son and daughter-in-law reside

in Germantown and my other son (the bond daddy)
drives a 2019 Bullet Mustang.

I’ve had 2 MGB’s, a TR4, a 2008 Jaguar XKR
and, lastly, a 1984 Mercedes 380SL. The Jag is the
fastest car I have ever owned and a great cruiser. We
recently completed a short trip on Rt 66 with the Jag.
My wife/ navigator is not a Rt 66 aficionado, but we
combined the trip with the St Louis British Car show
and had a good time.

I’ve always liked the look of the SL, R107
series. I was in the market for a 560SL and, while
looking at a 560SL at Frazier motors in Lebanon, TN, I
noticed an ‘84 380SL with only 50K miles and
completely original. After looking at several cars and
talking with the mechanic, we decided to take the
380SL home. It’s a southern car that came from
Johnson City, TN. The 380 ran from 81 to 85 and the
560 from 86 to 89. The earlier engines had a single
timing chain. Mercedes converted to twin chains for
the 84 - 85 model years. I would definitely suggest a
later twin chain model, unless an earlier car has been
converted. I love the car’s originality, design and it
cruises nicely.

My bride, Dale, and I look forward to
participating in some of your club activities and
meeting other Mercedes enthusiasts. I am amazed at
the quality and how solid they’re built. I can feel it
every time I close the driver’s door. The say “built like
a tank” it’s so true.

Al Ross

Members And Their Cars

Technical Tips and Tricks (TTT)
by Mike McHannAC Clutch Repair

Last year I noticed a noise coming from the engine compartment of my 93 300CE
Cabriolet. Using a stethoscope, I traced it to the AC Clutch Pulley… no vibration or
loose pulley, but a definite grinding noise. It was obviously a failing clutch bearing.
After doing some research, I found that the AC clutch can be removed without
removing the AC Compressor. In fact, the AC Clutch is held on to the AC
Compressor Shaft with one 10 mm bolt and a couple of Snap-Rings. I purchased
a complete rebuilt clutch assembly for only $60. Removing the serpentine belt gave
me plenty of room to access the clutch plate and bolt. The old clutch assembly slipped
off and the new one slipped right into place. It was a two hour job and the noise went
away and all is working as it should. Nothing could be easier.



TTT cont.
New Product - Sonax Rubber Conditioner
I have 4 cars now and only a 3-car garage, so my E350 must stay parked outside on a
parking pad. Freezing winter temperatures can result in icy locks and doors, but I found
a new product that may help. Sonax makes a rubber conditioner for the door seals to
prevent freezing shut. I plan to use the Sonax Rubber Conditioner on all of my cars to
clean and preserve the rubber seals. There are more seals on a Mercedes than you
might realize: the trunk, around the doors and under the hood area. Sonax is a German
company and I especially like their wheel cleaner. It reacts with brake dust to
effortlessly remove and clean wheels in 5 minutes.

Memphis Section Shows Of At
Annual 2021 Germantown Holiday Parade

Seven Memphis Section members showed
up to participate in the Germantown Holiday Parade
held December 11 on its traditional route along
Farmington Boulevard. From Al Ross’s classic SL to
Cliff Reyle’s new(ish) G Wagon with coupes, sedans
and SUVs in between, the event was again a great
chance to show off the marque to what turned out to
be a huge crowd on a suitably chilly early winter day.

Coffee and donuts were served and disappeared before
the Parade kicked off. During the Parade preliminaries
we also had a celebrity sighting when the famous green-
faced Mister Grinch showed up to chat with his friend,
our own David Kelley. Grinch had to run, though and
load up all the cute girls that like to ride in his huge,
vintage red Detroit Iron top-down convertible, an annual
appearance almost as important as Santa Claus.

MBCA Memphis Section 2021
Member of the Year

Congratulations to our section Vice President and Membership
Chairman, Mike McHann, our Member of the Year for 2021. I tried to look up
when Mike joined the club and found a blank space. I suppose that means it
was before numbers were invented. (Since March 23, 1993. Editor's note.)
But anyhow, he has been with us for a long time, he loves our favorite marque,
Mercedes Benz, and has owned numerous models through the years. He
backs me up as the vice president and has been the major cause of our
steadily increasing membership numbers.

Congratulations Mike!



Bill Sudekum Awarded Central Region MBCA
2021 Officer-of-the-Year

As one of his final duties as Central Region
Director, Rick Siefert personally presented the MBCA’s
Central Regional Officer of the Year award to Bill
Sudekum, Memphis Section President, on December
12, 2021. Bill has served two stints as Section
President, as well as Section secretary and newsletter
editor. Section membership has grown under Bill’s
steady hand, which is notable in the past two years of
life under Covid health protocols. Bill’s car
experience goes well beyond Mercedes-Benz to
include several other brands and a European delivery
of one of his cars. In presenting the award, Rick noted
“Because of his steadfast dedication to not only the
Memphis Section, but also to the Mercedes-Benz Club
of America, I am extremely pleased to present the
2021 Central Region’s Officer-of-the-Year award to Bill
Sudekum.”

Rick himself noted that after seven years as

the Central Region’s Director, and most recently
National Events Chair, that he was now officially
retired from these roles. Rick was well known as a
popular and energetic Regional Director who
participated in many Memphis Section events over the
years.

(Picture left to right) Rick Siefert, Bill Sudekum and his
wife, JoAnne

MBCA Memphis Officers:
Section President Bill Sudekum

sudekumwa@msn.com
901-299`0653

Section Secretary: Lynn Jones
JL.Jones11@outlook.com

901-853-0846
Section Treasurer: Lynn Jones

JL.Jones11@outlook.com
901-853-0846

Section VP/Membership Michael McHann
Mike.mchann@eccotek.com

901-299-6341
Section Newsletter Suzanne Cunningham

suzflay@aol.com
901-828-5182

Classified Ads
For Sale
2014 Mercedes-Benz SLK55 AMG
Pristine condition
16,000 miles
AMG engine signed by builder
Only 400 of these cars built that year
Complete service records,
all done by MB dealership
Appraised $55,000
Sale price $55,000
See video:
https://youtu.be/dYBV9DZzu3g

CONTACT
Mike McHann
901-299-6341
Mike.mchann@eccotek.com

https://youtu.be/dYBV9DZzu3g
mailto:Mike.mchann@eccotek.com
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