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Pirate Water
Taxi Tour

See more photos
on Pages 6 & 7

Walking Ybor City
See Pages 8 & 9

Coming Events

July 23, 2017
Painting With a Twist

Clearwater, FL

August 20, 2017
Dinner Rumbas Bar & Grill

Oldsmar, FL

September 23, 2017 
Fun Road Rally & Dinner

Tarpon Springs, FL

October 21, 2017
Catered Dinner at

LaVilla des Beaux Arts
Home of Julian Hartzog

Tarpon Springs, FL

November 12, 2017 
Gypsy Horse Tour & Dinner

Ocala, FL

December 3, 2017
Holiday Brunch

Safety Harbor Spa
Safety Harbor, FL
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About the Newsletter
The Tampa Bay Section, Mercedes-Benz 
Club of America, Inc. publishes this bi-
monthly newsletter in even-numbered 
months. Opinions expressed are those of 
the authors. Express permission is hereby 
granted to other Sections of the Mercedes-
Benz Club of America to reprint articles 
contained herein, without exception. Articles 
of general interest are solicited for inclusion 
in the newsletter, and should be mailed to 
the Editor or e-mailed to  LindaBCooper@
verizon.net. Copy deadline is the first day of 
even numbered months.

An Overview of the Club
Established in 1956, MBCA has more 
than 20,500 members in over 84 sections 
across the nation. These local sec-
tions organize hundreds of events each 
year, ranging from social gatherings to 
specialized technical sessions. We’re a 
not-for-profit organization.

Join the Club
Enroll as a member of MBCA for:
One Year $55
Two Years $107
Three Years $157
Call 800-637-2360

Local Activities
Your dues include membership in the sec-
tion of your choice. Each section publish-
es a newsletter with news of its activities 
and its year-round calendars of events, in-
cluding rallies, defensive driving courses, 
car shows, technical sessions, and dinner 
meetings. Many sections host special 
events. Any MBCA member may attend 
any section,  regional, or national event.

Mercedes-Benz
Roadside Assistance
Call 1-800-FOR-MERCEDES

24 hours a day.

NOTE: The night for the monthly business meeting is the FIRST MONDAY 
of each month (except for September and sometimes July & January when it 
moves up 1 week) and is open to all members. We go to a nearby restaurant for 
dinner after the meeting. Please join us and help us with your input.

Jul 10 Monday 6:30PM 
 Business Meeting & Dinner 
 Crown Eurocars
 6001 34th Street North
 St Petersburg, FL 

Jul 23  Sunday 1:00 PM
 Painting With a Twist
 Clearwater, FL

See details in THIS issue
Aug 7 Monday 6:30PM 
 Business Meeting & Dinner 
 Crown Eurocars

Aug 20  Sunday 3:00 PM
 Dinner Rumbas Bar & Grill 
 Oldsmar, FL

See details in THIS issue
Sep 11 Monday 6:30PM 
 Business Meeting & Dinner 
 Crown Eurocars

Important Dates

Sep 23 Saturday Noon-4PM
 Fun Road Rally
 Panera Bread • Tarpon Springs

See details in THIS issue
Oct 2 Monday 6:30PM 
 Business Meeting & Dinner 
 Crown Eurocars
Oct 21  Saturday 
 Catered Dinner at
 LaVilla des Beaux Arts
 Tarpon Springs, FL

See details in  NEXT issue
Nov 6 Monday 6:30PM 
 Business Meeting & Dinner 
 Crown Eurocars

Nov 12  Sunday 11AM - 4 PM
 Gypsy Vanner horses Tour
 Ocala, FL

See details in NEXT issue
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President’s Message
Hi All,
 It’s newsletter time and yet again I pick up my pen (actually MS 
Word) to tell you about events past and future.
 The April Tampa Water Taxi event was great. Lots to see and 
our guide was most informative. I must say that the seats were not 
cushioned, and it’s a good thing I brought my own padding. Late 
lunch at the Columbia Café was enjoyed by all, and man is their 
sangria good!! The Ybor City Walking Tour in May was fascinating. 
Our guide, who “invented” the walking tour, was a font of informa-
tion and very entertaining. As they say, he could sell ice to Eskimos. 
It was a bit warm, but what’s a little sweat when you are having fun. 
Early dinner was the original Columbia Restaurant. They have an ex-
tensive menu, and it is all good. Oh, do I have to add that the sangria 
is good? See photos in this issue.
 By the time you read this, the Titanic Exhibition event will be 
history. I saw a small exhibition in Tampa several years ago, and I 
looking forward to seeing the full thing.
 In July we will be doing Painting With A Twist. Participants will 
get to duplicate a painting with the help of an instructor. I have no 
aptitude for art, so we will see what I can do. It may be worth some-
thing in the future if I become famous. We can bring our own snacks 
and beverages (alcoholic as well) to the facility. Personally I think 
some wine may improve my artwork significantly. Dinner follows at 
Johnny’s Italian Restaurant. 
 We will have a dinner event at Rumba’s in Oldsmar in August. 
Several board members have eaten there and it is well worth the 
drive. It is a car club – right?
 Scott Suits will put on a road rally in September. Scott is our 
resident rally master, and his events never fail to entertain. If you 
have never been on a Scott Suits rally, you are in for an interest-
ing afternoon. An excellent late lunch will follow, but I don’t want 
to spoil things by disclosing the restaurant. All proceeds will go 
the Hope Children’s Home. In fact, you make out your registration 
checks to the home directly and you can claim a tax deduction.
 In October we will be having dinner at Julian Hartzog’s house. 
The dinner will be catered, and there will be music. The idea is to 
have a relaxing evening to gather with old friends and meet new 
ones. Several board members have visited his home, and it is quite 
spectacular and unique. Michael Gulick is organizing a visit to the 
Gypsy Horses near Ocala as our November Event. This is a new 
breed of horses, and we have a lecture and a tour of the facility. 
Lunch will follow at a Peruvian restaurant. December finds us back 
at the Safety Harbor Spa for our annual Holiday Brunch. Great food, 
great company. This is our best attended event every year, and for 
good reason. Watch future newsletters for details.
Just a reminder, the board meeting for July will be on the 10th and 
not on the 4th. I look forward to seeing you at these upcoming 
events.

  Gary

Welcome 
New Members!

Richard Clarke, Sr. • Tampa
Alcide Lanoue • Tampa
Jim Pfister • Bellair
William Sellmer • Lithia

Renewed Members
G Ronald Ames • The Villages
Rosmarie Bannagott • St Petersburg
Joe Brenna • Indian Rocks Beach
Don Campagna • Redington Beach
Richard Clarke, Sr. • Tampa
Michael Gulick • The Villages
Stuart [stu] Kerxton • Sun City Center
Alcide Lanoue • Tampa
Jim Pfister • Bellair
Marcia Schulz • Oldsmar
William Sellmer • Lithia
Patrick Uli • St. Petersburg
Robert Yaeger • Sarasota

Above are the new  and renewed members from April 27 
through June 10, 2017.We look forward to meeting the new 
members and hope to keep seeing our renewed members at 
many of our events. – Editor

Painting with a Twist

Sunday

July 23, 2017

See Page 4 For Details
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 Name(s) __________________________________________________________

 Phone _______________________        Cell Phone________________________

 Email ____________________________________________________________

 Address __________________________________________________________

  # ______  $35/person  for painting _______________ Enclosed    
  I will be staying for dinner   Yes   No

Make check payable to:
Tampa Bay Section MBCA

Mail by July 16, 2017 to: 
Lynn & Dave Hutchinson 

2104 Flamingo Place 
Safety Harbor, FL 34695

Painting With a Twist & Dinner 
July 23, 2017

Details:  Our July event will be a lot of fun. Painting 
with a Twist is a painting event that, even those who have 
never painted before, will enjoy. You will take home your 
painting at the end of the class.  Hopefully you will be so 
proud of the result that you will find a place to hang it in your home. This is Fun Art not Fine Art. 
Bring your own wine, beer or other drinks and snacks. They furnish all art supplies, instructor(s), protective aprons, glasses, 
ice, plates and openers. The room capacity is 32 people painting. If we get a great response, we might be able to add a few more 
painters in another room.
After we have become expert painters,  we will adjourn to Johnny’s Italian Restaurant at 3:30 PM for dinner. The restaurant is 
located at 2907 State Road 590 and has plenty of parking spaces.

Directions:  Put the address into your navigation system, smart phone, GPS, google maps or Mapquest for specific direc-
tions from your location. Here is Lynn’s cell phone number should you have a problem on the way 727-420-0424.

Important Info
 WHEN: Sunday, July 23, 2017
 WHERE: Painting With a Twist
                 1570 N. McMullen-Booth Rd.
  Clearwater, FL  • 727-877-2736
  paintingwithatwist.com/clearwater
  Johnny’s Italian Restaurant 
  2907 State Road 590 • Clearwater, FL 
  727-797-2940
 COST: $35.00/person for painting
 CALL: Lynn & Dave Hutchinson • 727-726-6711
  dhutch@verizon.net
 TIME: 12:45 - 3:00 PM - for painting 
  3:30 PM  for dinner

 RESERVE BY: July 16th 

Painting With a Twist & Dinner 
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Dinner at Rumbas Island Bar & Grill 
August 20, 2017

There is no need to mail a payment
BUT

YOU MUST let us know you are coming
Call or email

Dave & Lynn Hutchinson • 727-726-6711
Dhutch@verizon.net

Details:   From their website:  Rumba is like a little slice of paradise, surrounded by lush tropical landscape. Once inside, 
you’ll never know you are sippin’ your Mojito at the intersection of two of the city’s busiest thoroughfares. Authentic island 
cuisine dominates the menu, with delicious and artfully prepared creations from their transplanted Jamaican chef’s wealth of 
traditional recipes. An extensive selection of bottled beers and imported rums complete the picture. Enjoy All-Day Every-Day 
Happy Hour with Two-for-One: Classic Margaritas, Sangrias, Island Rumba Signature Libation and Well Cocktails.
Come for a relaxing afternoon, enjoy a meal and have time to visit with fellow members. 

Directions:  Put the address into your navigation system, smart phone, GPS, google maps or Mapquest for specific di-
rections from your location. If you are lost or running late, call Linda Cooper 727-798-6800 or Lynn Hutchinson 727-420-0424

 

Important Info
 WHEN: Sunday, August 20, 2017
 WHERE: Rumbas Island Bar & Grill
  3687 Tampa Rd, Oldsmar, FL 34677
  
 COST: Off the menu
 CALL: Dave & Lynn Hutchinson • 727 726-6711 
  Dhutch@verizon.net
 TIME: 3:00 PM - for dinner 

 RESERVE BY: August 13th 

We have a preliminary 
reservation for only 40.

Dinner at Rumbas Island Bar & Grill
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Above:  Event planner Dave 
Hutchinson & Lynn Hutchinson
Far Left: Captain Katrina
Left:  Salty Sam our narrator
Below: Jimmie & Elaine Lee and 
Nancy Pease

Pirate Water Taxi Tour & Dinner

Tampa, FL
April 30, 2017
By Dave Hutchinson

O on Sunday, April 30, a huge number of our 
members attended our monthly social event, a 
two-hour cruise on the Hillsborough River. We 

filled the snazzy yellow and black Pirate Water Taxi to 
capacity with 40 Tampa Bay Section members. Boarding 
behind the Tampa History Center in Ybor City, we met 
with our excellent Captain Katrina and our guide Salty 
Sam. It was a beautiful, calm day on the Hillsborough 
River. Salty Sam did a great job giving us the interesting 
history of some of the buildings, as well as information 
about future plans for properties on the river. We passed 
the mansions and yachts on Harbor Island and Davis Is-
land, riverfront restaurants including Ulele and Skips, the 
recently demolished Tampa Tribune building, residences 
in the West Tampa area, even the Pirate Ship that is used 
when the Pirates take over Tampa during Gasparilla. The 
Water Taxi has three similar boats including one smaller 
boat (It is lower than the other boats so that it can get 
under the bridges near the Zoo) that transports visitors to 
the Lowry Park Zoo.
 Following our cruise we re-
turned to the dock directly behind 
our stop for an early dinner at the 
Columbia Café, which is attached to 
the Tampa History Center. We had 
our meal on the beautiful covered 
patio. Lynn and I each had the 
combo Cuban Sandwich and 1905 
Salad. And, we shared an order of 
black beans and rice. Our meal was 
just delicious and a great way to end 
a fun day on the water. We got great 
reviews about the food from our 
members too. It was a terrific way 
to spend a slice of our day with our 
friends and Club members. If you are not attending our 
monthly events you are missing out on one of the biggest 
benefits of our Section…socializing and making new 
friends. We try to create events that will be new experi-
ences for our members. 

Photos at this event taken by Dave Hutchinson.
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Right:  Marcia Shulz
Left: Sue & Ric Garland
Below: Pat & Greg Watson 
and Bob & Catherine Martino

Right:  Norm & Victoria Ross
Left: Scott & Colleen Lowry
Below: Michele & Neal Dion

Right:  Carolyn & Ed Jarotz
Left: Gary Dolin and David & 
Liz Palmer
Below: Deborah & Frank 
Pinto
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Ybor City Walking Tour & Dinner

Ybor City, FL
May 20, 2017
By Larry Smith

On May 20, 25 Club members took 
a two-hour, guided walking tour of 
Historic Ybor City. It was interesting, 

revealing, educational and fun.  Our guide, 
Mr. Lonnie Herman, founded, created and 
personally narrated this fascinating tour.  Also 
he affirmed that he would “not tell us anything 
unless he had obtained it on good authority 
from at least two sources.”
 Vincente Martinez-Ybor founded the city 
in 1885 because he wanted to be in charge of 
building an entire city, which he did.  For the 
next 45 years Mr. Ybor’s cigar factory, along 
with other cigar makers, hand-rolled hundreds 
of millions of cigars each year.  Ybor City became “The 
Cigar Capitol of the World,” hence Tampa’s nickname – 
“Cigar City.”
 How free enterprise works: To keep a happy, healthy, 
non-transient labor force Mr. Ybor built houses for his 
workers, sold them to the workers for $700, and let them 
pay $1.50 a week to buy the house.  We saw some of 
these houses…  two bedrooms, a living room, a useful 
front porch and a bathroom (out the back door!).
 Mr. Ybor invited and attracted many entrepreneurs 
who built stores, schools, hotels, and other buildings to 
form and grow a city.  Many of the surviving structures 
are architecturally protected by The National Register 
of Historic Places.  Ybor City is a National Landmark 
Historic District.
 The rise and fall of the city, conceived and built 
through the genius and drive of one man, gave us a rich 
and better understanding of not only Ybor City but also 
the evolution of Florida.
 All of this exciting tour was followed by cocktails 
and a way-above-average dinner at The Original Colum-
bia Restaurant, right there in Ybor City.  What a fun Club 
we have.

Above: The group listens to 
guide
Right:  Lonnie Herman, the 
guide.

Left:  Lou Dughi & 
Krissy Bacon!

Photos at this event taken by Bob Martino

On the Cover: Paul & Rachel Blaasch, Chris & Margaret Gregoriou, 
Time & Marianne Gorske, Debbie Cabrera, Catherine & Bob Martino, 
Gary Dolin, Katherine & Larry Smith, Elaine & Jimmie Lee, Rosemarie 
Bannagott, Pat Anagnostis, Deborah Pinto, Liz & David Palmer, and 
Frank Pinto
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Above around from the left: Pat Anag-
nostis, Liz & David Palmer, Jimmie & Elaine 
Lee and Rosemarie Bennagott
Left: Ben Berman, event organizer, Larry 
Smith, Len Berman and Katherine Smith

Above:  Dan & Debbie Cabrera, 
Left: Deborah & Frank Pinto and Gary Dolin
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For Sale
Any member wishing to place an ad in the newsletter for au-
tomobiles and/or related equipment for sale, may do so at 
no charge by sending a typed or printed copy to the Editor 
no later than the 10th of the odd number months. 

FOR SALE –  Windschott CLK A209. A windscreen that 
came with our 2009 CLK350 (fits other models too). It’s 
new, in the case. Forgot to include it with the car when we 
traded it in. Asking $100 or best offer. Jim Dean call @ 863-
386-0286
FOR SALE –  1998 SL500 Silver/Black Leather, 75,300 
mi., Full service records, many new upgrades. New German 
soft top, hydraulics, Mandrus wheels with Michelin Pilots, 
custom grille, original hardtop with new headliner. Recent 
new water pump, asking $9,500. leigh@leighbohne.com 
813-961-0774
FOR SALE – 1969 MB 280 S 4 door sedan. The 108 chas-
sis was the last of the semi-hand built models.Real chrome 
and real wood! Dark green exterior DB 291,factory color 
repainted once. Interior MB tex,parchment color. Engine: 6 
cylinder in-line with twin Zenith carburetors.Transmission: 
MB 4 speed automatic,shift lever on transmission tunnel.
Brakes: 4 wheel disc. Tires: Radial WSW. 
Options: Electric sunroof,H4 headlamps,power windshield 
washer, single-swipe wiper capability,retractor front seat 
belts,air conditioning (40 degree temperature drop) with 
rotary compressor, Becker original radio,fully operational. 
Kenwood AM/FM/CD with rear Yamaha speakers on parcel 
shelf,exterior rear-view mirror on passenger door, Addi-
tional soundproofing on firewall and front floor.Amber turn 
signals front and rear corners give improved visibility and 
safety. Leather-wrapped steering wheel.Third brake light for 
safety. Conventional points replaced by transistor ignition 
for no-maintenance, long- life running.Added electric trunk 
lid release switch.
Mileage: 130,000 miles. Car has been in family since new. 
Full service history. Always garaged. Original undercoating, 
no rust. All sheet metal is original.All chrome is original.
Body is watertight,as roof,window and door seals,trunk lid 
seal have been replaced when needed.All keys matching 

originals.Original tool kit,spares,jack etc. New Factory wind-
shield in February 2017. Contact Ric.  simgar@sympatico.ca 
for further information
FOR SALE – Longtime Mercedes enthusiast selling part of 
his collection:
1989  MB  560 SL, 112,000 miles, in excellent condition, 
one of the last built of the 107 body. Always maintained by 
Mercedes-certified mechanics, in a beautiful color combina-
tion. An absolute must see!. Asking $17,500. 
1966  MB 200 Fintail, 100% original, unmolested California-
Florida car, with very rare floor automatic. Some history and 
paperwork from day one. Asking $7,500. Call Roger at 727-
242-1212 or rfongar@hotmail.com St. Petersburg area.
FOR SALE –  SLK - One of the first SLKs sold in Pinellas 
County. This car was ordered on the very first day that the 
SLK was announced. 1998 SLK 230 – Brilliant Silver with 
Salsa (red/black) interior. All original. Only 18,000 miles 
m.o.l. Recent A Service. Always Dealer serviced. Garage kept. 
Immaculate, great rally car. $16,500 - Call Dave Hutchinson 
at 727-420-0592 or 727-726-6711. Safety Harbor, FL
FOR SALE  – Bonnie & Dick Wolverton cars 2007 S-550, 
58k miles, Options include parktronis backup camera, Iridium 
silver; all services at Crown. $22,000.  2003 SLK32 AMG 
black, 58k miles, all service Crown, new tires, 349 hp, very 
good condition. Great for driving events. $13,000. Less than 
1,000 sold in 2003 Call Dick (H) 727-896-1995, (O) 727-823-
1399 or dickwolv@aol.com
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 Name ____________________________________________________________

 Phone _______________________        Cell Phone________________________

 Email ____________________________________________________________

 Address __________________________________________________________

       $25/car  _________ Enclosed  I will be staying to eat      Yes      No

Make check payable to:
Hope Childrens Home

Mail by September 16, 2017 to: 
Scott Suits

795 County Rd. #1
Southwind #205

Palm Harbor, FL  34683

Fun Rally & Early Dinner 
September 23, 2017

• There is no stopwatch!   
• This is not a timed event!  

• This will be about a two-three hour rally.

Details:  The rally will start at Panera Bread, 40968 US 19 N, Tarpon Springs, FL. The first car will leave at noon and others will 
leave in about two minute intervals and it is a 2 hour rally. We will end at The German Restaurant, 2616 US Hwy 19 N, Holiday, FL. We 
will have lunch and hand out awards at the restaurant. This is NOT a timed rally but points will be awarded on the closest to the pre-
determined mileage and the most correct answers to the clues along the route to answers on signs, mailboxes, headstones or some other 
devious items. THIS IS NOT A TIMED EVENT so speeding is of no advantage. 
  This is a fund raiser rally for Hope Childrens Home. ALL of the proceeds will be given directly to them and your check is tax de-
ductible. The awards for the winners of this event will be a certificate so that all the money collected can be donated to the Home.

Directions: Editor: I put the address in Google Maps, Mapquest & my iPhone and they all found Panera Bread. They are on 
the southwest corner of US Hwy 19 N and Tarpon Ave. If you come up McMullen Booth and stay on it after it becomes East Lake Road 
then turn left on Keystone Road (this is Tarpon Ave at US 19. You can go through the light at 19 and turn left into the shopping center 
or turn left on 19 and immediately turn right into the center. Please test your GPS/phone before the day of the rally. If you are lost Scotts 
cell number is above.

Important Info
 WHEN: Saturday, September 23, 2017
 WHERE: Panera Bread • 40968 US 19 N
  Tarpon Springs, FL
 COST: $25.00/car for rally. Meal off the menu
 CALL: Scott Suits • 727-460-5739 
  suits@ij.net
 TIME: Noon for rally start 
  2:30-3:00 PM gather for dinner at 
 RESERVE BY: September 16th 

Fun Rally & Early Dinner
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SERVICE & REPAIR OF: 
 
 
 

• Free Estimates 

• Factory Trained Technicians 

• Family Owned & Operated Since 1994 

• Specializing In Historic German Cars 

• Call 547-0818 For An Appointment Today 

GERMAN TECH, INC. • 10881 75th Street North • Largo, FL 33777 
Business Hours: Mo-Fr 7:30 am - 5:30 pm • (727) 547-0818 • info@germantech.com 

YOUR ONE STOP 
FOR ALL YOUR GERMAN CAR NEEDS 


