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President’s Message 
 

 

 

 

 

Greetings!  Has everyone been having FUN during 

this time of isolation?  

 

This pandemic has turned everything upside down and 

there is so much that it still unknown. I am fully aware 

that these uncertain times are limiting many aspects of 

life as we all practice social and physical distancing. But 

I see positive signs on the horizon, and we will soon be 

back to the normal FUN of socializing with our beloved 

Mercedes-Benz vehicles.  

 

The rally in Aiken was the first of these events. Those 

that attended had a great time, although my brain hurt 

from all of the thinking that was required to find the 

answers to the questions!  I want to thank Bill and Kathy 

Kraeling for organizing such a great rally. Make sure you 

read the article for this event.  

 

It’s hard to believe that it is already autumn, and winter can seem long and arduous in the 

Carolinas – especially if we are still dealing with the pandemic. However, the Old Farmer's 

Almanac predicts Carolina's winter will feature warmer temperatures than we've seen in recent 

winters and less precipitation. Instead of being cooped up in the house, the prettier weather will 

mean we will be able to go outside for an adventure, even in January and February. This will 

give us more options for events during the first months of 2021. I can’t wait! 

 

The Board and Ambassadors are working on events that are social, but where we can still 

maintain our personal distance. And there are some wonderful destinations in the Carolinas that 

are just waiting for us. Supporting local businesses and attractions is important now more than 

ever and we hope our events will inspire you to join us for some FUN! 

 

The next event is at Andrew Jackson State Park near Lancaster, SC on Sunday, October 18. This 

will be an event that allow you to be outdoors, pop the hood to your car, have a picnic, and enjoy 

the museum and other activities that are available.  And take some time to look at some beautiful 

cars. You can determine how much socializing you want to do, but even just being near other 

people is such a rewarding experience during this time of the pandemic. 

 

Jane Martinez, President 

MBCA Carolinas Section 
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And on Saturday, October 24, the annual Shelton Vineyard car show will take place – although 

the number of cars allowed this year will be limited. Although this will result in a smaller turnout 

than in past years, Shelton Vineyards is a wonderful place to visit.  

 

I hope to see you at one of our events soon! Stay safe and healthy in the days ahead!   

 

Jane 

 

Jane Martinez, President  

MBCA Carolinas Section 
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President’s Message (continued) 

The Carolinas Section includes 

Asheville & Charlotte, NC, Hilton 

Head, Charleston, Myrtle Beach, 

Columbia & Aiken, SC and 

surrounding areas 

https://www.mbca.org/sections-by-region?title=Eastern+Region
https://www.mbca.org/sections-by-region?title=Eastern+Region
https://www.mbca.org/sections-by-region?title=Eastern+Region
https://www.mbca.org/sections-by-region?title=Eastern+Region
https://www.mbca.org/sections-by-region?title=Eastern+Region
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The Board of Directors have been working on Policies and Procedures for the Carolina Section.  

These were finalized and approved by the Board on September 5, 2020.  If any member would 

like a copy, please email Jane Martinez at mbcacarolinas.president@gmail.com . 

 

Be sure to look at our Facebook page and explore the Carolinas Section MBCA website.   We 

also have a YouTube site.  If you missed the video event of “The W124 and W210 E-Class 

Cars: Two ‘Youngtimer’ Classics Worth a Second Look” you can watch it now by clicking 

on the hyperlinked title.  This is a two-part video series, so here is the link to part 2. 

 

Frank Towson, Social Media Director, and Tony Martinez, Webmaster, have been working 

during the past months on getting these sites updated and full of interesting items for our 

members. If you have any interesting suggestions or ideas please let Tony know at 

mbcacarolinas.webmaster@gmail.com. These links should be the place to go to find out the 

latest news about the Carolinas Section!  

 

 

 
 

 A guy walked into the local welfare office … 

 

A guy walked into the local welfare office to pick up his check.  He marched straight up to the 

counter and said, “Hi. You know, I just hate drawing welfare. I'd really rather have a job.” 
 

The social worker behind the counter said, “Your timing is excellent!” We just got a job opening 

from a very wealthy old man who wants a chauffeur and bodyguard for his beautiful daughter. 
 

You'll have to drive around in his Mercedes, and he'll supply all of your clothes. Because of the 

long hours, meals will be provided.   

 

You'll be expected to escort the daughter on her overseas holiday trips and you will have to 

satisfy her every need.  You'll be provided a two-bedroom apartment above the garage. The 

salary is $200,000 a year.' 
 

The guy, wide-eyed, said, “You're lying !!!”  
 

The social worker said, “Yeah, well . . . you started it.” 

  

Updates from the Board of Directors 

mailto:mbcacarolinas.president@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/carolinasmbca/
https://carolinas.mbca.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YAt3JeX4B5c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YAt3JeX4B5c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NPNQKNyhdpw
mailto:mbcacarolinas.webmaster@gmail.com
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Carolinas Section Calendar of Upcoming In-Person Events 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday October 18, 2020 Pop and Picnic Sponsored by the Carolinas Section  

(Event planner: David Thorne)  

 

Join us for another live event that permits us to socialize but remain safe. We’ll each enjoy our 

beloved marque on a drive from our respective homes to Andrew Jackson State Park (196 

Andrew Jackson Park Rd, Lancaster, SC 29720). Arriving there between 12:30 and 1:00 p.m., 

we’ll convene as a responsibly distanced group at our reserved picnic shelter, complete with 

tables. If the weather permits, and you’d rather bring along your favorite picnic blanket – go for 

it! Members are asked to provide their own picnic lunches and beverages. Please note that 

smoking and alcoholic beverages are not permitted in SC State Parks. Registration is not 

required for this event. 
 

SC State Parks are open, and they do require appropriate COVID precautions – you can find 

their guidelines HERE. They also recommend that admission be purchased online to limit contact 

with park staff. THIS is the link to purchase admission. We suggest that you purchase admission 

the same day as our picnic, then present your receipt at the park gate for entry. Admission to the 

park is $3 for adults; $1.50 for seniors residing in SC; $1 children age 6-15; age 5 & younger 

free. Friends and family are welcome to attend. Pets are allowed in most outdoor areas provided 

they are kept under physical restraint or on a leash not longer than six feet. 
 

Once you enter the park, proceed along the park’s main road – Andrew Jackson Park Road past 

Museum Lane to your right, then past Campsite Lane on your left. You will arrive at the parking 

lot. Please back into your spot so we can easily admire your engine bay after our picnic.  Our 

reserved picnic shelter (Shelter 1) is at the end of the parking lot – you will have passed it on 

your left as you drove in. Look for our section’s banner on display. 
 

Admission to the park includes visiting the museum which contains Revolutionary War artifacts 

and artifacts related to President Jackson. There are exhibits that reveal the lifeways of South 

Carolina’s backcountry during the late 18th century. Discover the impact of the Revolutionary 

War on the local community. Gain an understanding of how being reared in this setting prepared 

Andrew Jackson to become our Seventh President. Museum Hours are 1 p.m.-5 p.m. on Sunday. 
 

https://embed.widencdn.net/pdf/plus/scprt/pjs223goko/SCParks-COVID-19-Signs-Round2_Full_Sign_LessThan3.pdf?u=fo5rh0
https://scparkstore.com/collections/park-admission
https://southcarolinaparks.com/andrew-jackson
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Should you become lost or get delayed, contact organizer David Thorne at 704.293.6411. We 

hope to see you for a casual, safely distant but social event that will still allow us to admire our 

Section’s wonderful vehicles! 
 

IT IS BACK ON Saturday, October 24 ■ Shelton Vineyards Mercedes-Benz AutoShow–

Sponsored by the Tarheel Section in conjunction with the Triangle and Carolinas Section. 
 

On Saturday Oct. 24, MBCA will be able to stage our annual event on the grounds at Shelton 

Vineyard at Dobson, North Carolina. As of today, the state of North Carolina has entered phase 

3.0 of the Covid-19 regulations. So the maximum number of people attending the event has now 

been increased to 100 participants.  In order to keep the numbers in line, we are limiting the number 

of cars to 60 at this time.  
 

If you want to attend and show your car, email Barry Huff, President of Tarheel Section, at 

bdh@triad.rr.com and let him know that you want to attend and how many people will be coming.    
   

As in years past, there are reduced rate rooms available at the nearby Hampton Inn.  The Harvest 

Grill will be open on Saturday for lunch, and if there is enough interest, we will have a Friday 

evening dinner at Southern on Main in Elkin, NC.  Please let Barry know if you are interested in 

attending the Friday dinner. 
 

DECEMBER 4-6 ■   Holiday Party at the Willcox Inn in Aiken, NC  Sponsored by the 

Carolinas Section (Event planner: Rugby Hodgkins Jr. and committee)  
 

We will end the year with a weekend in magical Aiken at the Willcox Inn. Rugby and his committee 

are looking at possible event(s) on Friday and/or Saturday with the annual Holiday dinner on 

Saturday night. As soon as the details are finalized, the information will be sent out to all members 

so they can register.  It should be a wonderful event to end our extremely challenging year. 

  

Calendar of Carolinas Upcoming Events (continued) 

http://thewillcox.com/christmas-at-the-willcox/
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Carolinas Section Calendar of Upcoming Virtual Events 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Online virtual events in the coming weeks … 

 

 

LANE MOTOR MUSEUM: INSPIRATION TOUR 

A part of the Driving Young America Boulevard powered by Castrol® 

virtual series 

Tuesday, Oct 6, 2020 | 1:00 PM (Eastern Daylight Time) 

Facebook Live (click here to join) 

 

Join Jeff Lane at Nashville's Lane Motor Museum for a special live tour 

that will provide inspiration for this year's Michelin Junior Challenge 

Design contest, Land, Air & Sea.  Jeff will take you on a personal tour of 

his collection of vehicles that can do more than just drive, sail or soar.  Students participating in 

this year's Challenge will be tasked with designing a vehicle that can traverse two of the three 

elements. 

 

 

INDUSTRY INSIDERS: MOTOR OIL + TIRE 101 

A part of the Driving Young America Boulevard powered by Castrol® 

virtual series 

Wednesday, Oct 14, 2020 | 4:00 PM (Eastern Daylight Time) 

Join Castrol and Michelin for an exclusive industry discussion on two 

mobility essentials. From land speed records to Formula E, these iconic 

automotive giants share the science behind engine protection along with 

the impressive performance tires that have made them the leaders in 

sustainable mobility. Join Michelin’s Tom Carter, Technical 

Communications For Product Marketing and the Castrol Team for this online video broadcast with 

latest product innovations and Q&A session. 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 

  

https://www.hhiconcours.com/full-schedule.html
https://www.facebook.com/HiltonHeadIslandConcoursdElegance
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_kl99wU6SQKK3S5SZSaJYZQ
https://www.hhiconcours.com/full-schedule.html
https://www.hhiconcours.com/wda-tuesday-toast.html
https://www.hhiconcours.com/wda-tuesday-toast.html
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TUESDAY TOAST TO WOMEN DRIVING AMERICA 

WITH JENNIFER MAHER 

sponsored by Tito's Handmade Vodka 

Tuesday, Oct 20, 2020 | 4:00 PM (Eastern Daylight Time) 

Jennifer serves as the CEO of four national nonprofits (America's 

Automotive Trust, LeMay - America's Car Museum, TechForce 

Foundation, and RPM Foundation) working collaboratively to preserve 

and evolve America's car culture, community and careers.  She has served 

on the national teams of Make-A-Wish America, YMCA of the USA, and 

The Nature Conservancy.  A marketer at heart, Jennifer launched the 

ESPN SportsCenter's "My Wish" series, now in its 14th year, signed 

Make-A-Wish spokesperson agreements with Jeff Gordon and Jimmie 

Johnson (to name a few) and created a Make-A-Wish marketing campaign that was named 

PRWeek's Nonprofit Campaign of the Year. 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 

 

MICHELIN JUNIOR CHALLENGE DESIGN 

A part of the Driving Young America Boulevard powered by Castrol® 

virtual series 

Sunday, Nov 1, 2020 | 2:00 PM (Eastern Standard Time) 

Michelin, the leader in sustainable mobility, brings internationally 

recognized Global Design Challenge to Beaufort County High School 

Students. This once-in-a-lifetime expert panel of judges will share their 

talents during this virtual event. Register to be part of an exciting 

showcase of this year’s student designs with guest judges: 

Moray Callum, Vice President Design, Ford Motor Company 

Ralph Gilles, Head of Design, Fiat Chrysler Automobiles 

Vera Park, Lead Exterior Designer, Jaguar 

Michael Simcoe, Vice President of Global Design, General Motors 

Jay Ward, Creative Director of Franchise, Pixar Animation Studios 

Ed Welburn, Former Vice President of Global Design, General Motors 

Frank Campanale, Judging Coordinator 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 

Calendar of Upcoming Virtual Events (continued) 

https://www.hhiconcours.com/wda-tuesday-toast.html
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ogh5JyoSRxCNdU88gvcHsg
https://www.hhiconcours.com/wda-tuesday-toast.html
https://www.hhiconcours.com/wda-tuesday-toast.html
https://www.hhiconcours.com/full-schedule.html
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TUESDAY TOAST TO WOMEN DRIVING AMERICA 

WITH BROOKE HYMAN 

sponsored by Tito's Handmade Vodka 

Tuesday, Nov 17, 2020 | 4:00 PM (Eastern Standard Time) 

Brooke Hyman Fine Jewelry makes inspiring, distinctive jewelry 

designed with a purpose and executed with elegance.  

  

Established by Brooke Hyman, our brand and it’s creations are inspired 

by nostalgia of Brooke’s childhood which emphasizes bold color, 

automotive design, symmetry, sweets and cherished memories. Working with rare and precious 

gemstones, Brooke emphasizes the limited supply of earth’s treasures in her collection. 

Specializing in one-off custom design, every piece of fine jewelry is created in the United States, 

where Brooke works side by side with extraordinary bench jewelers to bring her visions to life.  

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER  

Calendar of Upcoming Virtual Events (continued) 

Borrowed from the Peachtree Section of the MBCA 

https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
https://www.hhiconcours.com/wda-tuesday-toast.html
https://www.hhiconcours.com/wda-tuesday-toast.html
https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
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2021 Planned Events 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Board is currently working on events for 2021.  We are hoping to make up for all of the 

lost time during 2020 and provide some FUN events in various locations in our area. These are 

just a few of our plans for the upcoming year. 

 

February  ............ Webb's Custom Kitchen in Gastonia, NC Event planners: Rugby Hodgkins, Jr. 

and Steve Lawson 

  

March 4-7 .......... Amelia Island Concours in Florida 

 

March  ................ Car Detailing Clinic Event planners: Tony Martinez, Frank Towson, Joe 

Clemmer, and Steve Lawson  

 

April  .................. Weekend in Charleston with harbor tour Event planner: Michele Stine 

 

May 28-31  ........ Sandhills Motoring Festival, Pinehurst, NC Event planner: Triangle Section 

 

June  ................... Dinner meeting in Charlotte Event planner: Linda Liberty 

 

July  ................... TBD 

 

November 3-7 .... Hilton Head Island Concours d’Elegance and Motoring Festival. 

 

 

We are especially excited about the NEW National MBCA Event that will be held in Hilton 

Head Island, SC from Wednesday, November 3, 2021 ending on Sunday, November 7, 2021 

with the Hilton Head Island Concours d’Elegance and Motoring Festival. It will be a time 

to celebrate and have FUN! Tech Sessions, Area Drives, Car Shows, and Social Gatherings! 
 
 

Mercedes Freude - The Joy of Everything Mercedes 
 

 

We hope you will be able to join us!  

https://www.hiltonhead.com/concours-d-elegance/
https://www.hiltonhead.com/concours-d-elegance/


11 

 
 

Welcome New Members 
 

 

 

 

 
 

We are pleased to welcome these new MBCA Carolinas Section members.  See how you can order 

a personalized MCBA name badge on the following page.   
 

NEW MEMBERS …  July 1 thru September 30, 2020 
 

Reggy Batson ................................................. Simpsonville, SC 
Jason Bowling ................................................ Charlotte, NC 
Nick Calcavecchia ......................................... Chapin, SC 
Mark Carano .................................................. Charlotte, NC 
Donald Cheeks ............................................... Augusta, GA 
Richard Clark ................................................. Summerville, SC 
Lee Dixon ....................................................... Hilton Head Island, SC 
Everett Eadie .................................................. Ridgeville, SC 
Michael Fortune ............................................. Rock Hill, SC 
James Hance ................................................... Charlotte, NC 
Richard Hannigan .......................................... Fort Mill, NC 
Richard Huskey .............................................. Asheville, NC 
Don and Linda Leblanc .................................. Aiken, SC 
Sarah Long ..................................................... Greenville, SC 
James Ogden .................................................. Hilton Head Island, SC 
Robert Peebles ............................................... Bluffton, SC 
Janet Porter ..................................................... Hilton Head Island, SC 
Kent Sidel ....................................................... Hilton Head Island, SC 
Eric Sliger ...................................................... Aiken , SC 
Howard Sullivan ............................................ Charlotte, NC 
JohnWilcox .................................................... Aiken, SC  

 

TRANSFERS … From Other Sections during this quarter 
 

       Transferred From: 
Terry Ballard ....................................... Central Florida 
Reggy Batson ...................................... Peachtree Section  
Ken Bright ........................................... Peachtree 
Donald Cheeks .................................... Peachtree 
Glenn Davis ........................................ Northern N.E. Star 
Pamela Evans ...................................... San Francisco Bay Area 
Mary Johnson ...................................... Western Reserve Section  
Dave Johnson ...................................... Western Reserve 
Esther LaRue Voeltz ........................... Mile-High 
Richard Law ........................................ Greater Washington Section 
Moses Pettigrew .................................. Greater Washington 
Gregory Voeltz .................................... Mile-High Section 
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And thank you for your renewals to all 367 current Carolinas Section memberships! 

 

Some people join for the dealership discounts, some join for socializing with other Mercedes 

owners, and some want access to The Star magazine. We find that those who attend local events 

are most likely to attend more events and get the most enjoyment out of the Club. 

 

New members should also try to spend a little time on the extensive National MBCA website, 

www.MBCA.org.  For starters check out the many benefits under Membership.  Then check out 

all the information under Communities. All our past local Newsletters and upcoming events are 

located in the Carolinas Section. It is also a good place to learn about technical issues and to ask 

questions about your car.  

 

Login for Communities is simple: Enter your e-mail address and whatever password you select.  

Once you login your profile will come up. Verify your personal information. Is it all correct? Is 

your associate member listed? Is your car(s) listed? Simple to correct them right there. Note that 

for security reasons none of your information is stored locally.  So again, welcome to MBCA and 

the Carolinas Section. Do not hesitate to contact any of the Officers for assistance.  

 

 

 
Click this link to order your name badge … https://www.mbca.org/name-badge 

 

Name badges are available from the MBCA Club Store in two types of backing (magnetic or 

safety pin) and can be ordered in blue, silver or gold. Costs range from $13.00 for two lines to 

$14.00 for three lines (25 characters maximum per line) and includes mailing costs.  

 

You may also order through the MBCA website by going to www.mbca.org. From there, you 

must then log into your account. After logging in, choose Store from the main menu, choose 

MBCA Event Equipment Store from the next window, scroll down to Name Badge and make 

your selection.  Perfect for socializing at MBCA events!!!   

How to Get MBCA Name Badges … Just $13 Each 
 

Welcome New Members  (continued) 

http://www.mbca.org/
https://www.mbca.org/member-benefits
https://www.mbca.org/our-community
https://carolinas.mbca.org/section-newsletters
https://www.mbca.org/local-clubs-sections
https://www.mbca.org/technical-articles
https://www.mbca.org/user/login
https://www.mbca.org/name-badge
http://www.mbca.org/
https://www.mbca.org/name-badge
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As of September 30, 2020 the Carolinas Section has 367 members.  Our large geographical area 

has been divided up into seven major city areas, with approximately a 50 to 60 mile radius from 

the center of each city. The boundaries of each area usually overlap with another area, but this 

definition of areas allows the Board to make sure we are able to provide all of our members events 

close to their area at some time during the year. We have also appointed Ambassadors for each 

Section, which will give each of our members a focal point for their area. The areas are as follows: 

 
Charlotte, NC 125 members  Still need Ambassador 

Charleston, SC 47 members  Still need Ambassador 

Hilton Head, SC 38 members  Bruce Wood 

Columbia, SC 42 members  Jay Guditis 

Greenville, SC 37 members  Still need Ambassador 

Asheville, NC  51 members  Frank Towson 

Myrtle Beach, SC 20 members  John Hameline 

Outside of the NC/SC area 8 members 

 

 

But we always have room for growth!   To help, MBCA is introducing a new membership 

incentive program for the fourth quarter of 2020, the Baker’s Dozen New Member program. 

Each new member who joins the club as a result of a direct member or section recruitment 

activities will receive one free month of membership for each twelve months of their new 

membership. For multiple year memberships the free month will be tacked on to the membership 

on the renewal date for each subsequent year.  On the application the recruiting member of the 

section should write, Baker's Dozen near the referred by area on the membership application. 

 

In order to get this program going, let’s have a little friendly competition amongst the areas and 

take advantage of the extra benefit to the new members that sign up.  The area with the largest 

percentage growth by December 31, 2020 will be recognized, and we will plan a special event in 

that area in 2021.   

 

Your Ambassadors should be contacting the members in their areas in the next month or so to start 

some involvement on a local level. If you are located within areas that overlap, you might get an 

email from more than one Ambassador. Lucky you! Please watch for their emails and take 

advantage of this special focus.   

 

But don’t worry! Everyone is still part of the Carolinas Section and the Officers and Board 

of Directors will be focusing on the entire Section. We are always here to listen to your needs 

and requests! 

  

Baker’s Dozen New Member Program 
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Article and photos by Tony Martinez, Board Member and Long-Time MBCA Member 

 

 

Have you opted into Auto-Renew yet?  

 

In January MBCA implemented the Auto-Renew program as way to help our members ensure that 

your membership renews on time, never accidentally lapses, and makes it more convenient to 

continue your membership without going on line or calling the National Business Office (NBO). 

 

It’s now easier than ever. Simply log into your MBCA account, select the Renew link at the top 

of the page and click on the Yes button in the renew section. Your best deal is to renew for 3-

years. That’s all there is to it!  Your credit card information remains private and secure and is not 

stored or kept at the NBO. All Data is stored on secured servers by our credit card processing 

vendor. 

 

I encourage you to sign up for Auto-Renew today. If you need assistance or have any questions, 

contact the NBO at 800-637-2360, and the friendly staff will be happy to assist you in getting 

enrolled.  

 

Thank you for being a member of the Carolinas Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America. 

 

 

 

We, as Mercedes enthusiasts, have a love for the brand. Whether it be the quality, 

craftmanship, styling, history or what it represents, a certain model will attract our attention. For 

me it was the 1970 280SL or more famously the “Pagoda”. It wasn’t the only model that I desired, 

but at the time I acquired it, it was the One! 

 

Twenty-five years ago, my financial resources were limited. I had dabbled in finding a collector’s 

car that would somehow meet my needs and one that would be a permanent acquisition. As we all 

ask ourselves: What condition do we want? What are we willing to pay? Are we making the right 

decision? It seemed that many years ago with no internet, how could anyone find one? Well, there 

were many resources and I found Pagodas that interested me through the Hemmings magazine. 

The challenge was what would fit my budget. Back then, as well as now, the more $$ you have, 

My Pagoda’s Story – Tony Martinez 
 

Auto Renew Is Here 

https://www.hemmings.com/
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Article and photos by Tony Martinez, Board Member and Long-Time MBCA Member 

the chances are better you can buy one that is in pretty good shape. My limited resources drove 

me to the conclusion that I had to find the best one for what I could afford. 

 

I located one in a small town outside of Dallas, TX. It was in my price range and close to where I 

lived at the time. I contacted the seller and he mailed me some pictures…no internet remember? 

The pictures stirred my interest enough so that after a few letters back and forth I decided to fly 

out and see it. My initial impression was it was the right color, mileage was only 77,840 so I 

assumed the drive train was reliable enough and it was a 4-speed manual transmission. Well that 

was about as good as it got. I could see that it had been neglected, dirty, several parts missing and 

the interior was horrible!! I drove it and it drove okay but not up to what I thought was its potential. 

Bottom line it needed work!! 

 

I flew back home and 

weighed the pros and cons. 

At times the cons were 

way out in front but my gut 

kept telling me that this 

might be the best I could 

find and the car 

desperately needed some 

TLC. Well I finally 

convinced myself that I 

would take the plunge. 

After going back and forth 

and realizing the price paid 

was what a willing buyer 

and a willing seller agree 

on, we finally reached a 

deal. For me, bringing it 

back to life would be the 

greatest challenge. As it 

turns out, it was, but it also 

gave me the most 

satisfaction! 

 

One thing I noticed when slowly restoring it was the quality, fit and durability of a Mercedes. It 

made me a true enthusiast of the Mercedes brand. One mechanic that did some work for me told 

me the older Mercedes were built to last a lifetime but the new ones - not so much. Well, he spoke 

the truth on the older ones, but I think the newer ones are still pretty good! 

 

 

  

Tony Martinez’s 1970 280SL Pagoda 

My Pagoda’s Story (continued) 

https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
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Mercedes in Miniature (Take 3) – Frank Towson 
 

 
  

 

 

 

In this column in our section 

newsletter, I will provide you with 

information about Mercedes-Benz 

model cars and toys. I have been an 

avid collector of model cars for 

many years now, and I am certifiably 

“car crazy.” Although I collect 

model cars of all makes, Mercedes-

Benz models now outnumber other 

makes in my collection.  

 

We will be discussing two 1:24 scale 

Mercedes-Benz diecast model cars 

in this column. The first model is a 

replica of a 1958 Mercedes-Benz 

300D four-door cabriolet. The 

second model is a replica of a 1957 

Mercedes-Benz 300SC cabriolet.  

 

Both models are 1:24 scale, meaning 

that they are 1 to 24 the size of the actual 

car. The 1958 300D four-door Cabriolet 

measures about eight inches in length, 

while the 1957 300SC Cabriolet 

measures around seven-and-one-half 

inches in length. Both cars are about 

three inches wide.  

 

These two miniature Mercedes-Benz 

cars are both made of diecast metal, and 

they have many detailed plastic parts 

and real rubber tires that turn with the 

wheels. Each car also has highly detailed 

parts that have been photo-etched, such 

as the small hood ornaments perched on 

their radiator shells and the delicate 

windshield wipers on each windshield.  

Your Guide to the Scale Model World of Mercedes-Benz 

1958 Mercedes-Benz 300D four-door cabriolet 

1957 Mercedes-Benz 300SC cabriolet 
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The 1958 300D Cabriolet was made by the model 

maker CMC Models of Germany. It is the more 

detailed model of the two and would have cost more 

when it was sold new. This particular model is 

painted a metallic gray with a stunning red interior 

and a dark blue soft convertible top. The red interior 

is made of real leather, and this model even has soft 

flocked carpet. The convertible top is also made of 

real fabric when most convertible tops are made of 

molded plastic on model cars. All four doors open in 

addition to the trunk and hood. The trunk is fully-

carpeted, and features a miniature spare tire too.  

 

 

This model was also made in white with a black 

cabriolet top. It has been out of production for some 

time, and I received it as a Christmas gift over 15 

years ago. It was purchased from Lilliput Motor 

Company, which is a catalogue selling high-end 

models of cars, boats, airplanes, and many other 

unusual items. Lilliput Motor Company is based 

out of Yerington, Nevada and has sold CMC model 

cars for many years. As I recall, this car cost 

somewhere around $250.00 new. You would likely 

have to search ebay to find one now since CMC no 

longer produces this car.  

 

 

CMC Models continues to build many highly-

detailed and exquisite models of classic Mercedes-

Benz vehicles. Currently, they offer models of the 

Silver Arrow race cars of the 1950s and the 

Mercedes-Benz Renn Transporter, an unusual 

vehicle used to transport Silver Arrow race cars. 

CMC has also recently released a spectacular 1:18 

scale model of the Mercedes-Benz 600 Limousine, 

in both Pullman and Landaulet body styles that 

costs a staggering $800.00. These vehicles are 

available from several websites including 

American Excellence, Diecast Models Wholesale, 

and Lilliput Motor Company.  

Mercedes in Miniature (continued) 

1958 Mercedes-Benz 300D four-door cabriolet 

1958 Mercedes-Benz 300D four-door cabriolet 

1958 Mercedes-Benz 300D four-door cabriolet 
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The 1957 300SC Cabriolet was made by the 

Franklin Mint of Middletown, Pennsylvania. 

It is light gray in color with dark gray fenders 

and lower moldings. Like the 300D, this car 

has a fabulous dark red interior with a black 

parade boot. It has opening doors, hood, and 

trunk with flocked carpeting inside. The 

Franklin Mint 300 SC has less detail overall, 

but would still be considered a high-end 

model car. What separates it from the 300D is 

the overall attention to detail. For example, 

the 300D has a grille that appears to be made 

from two parts with realistic looking mesh 

behind the chrome. The grille on the Franklin 

Mint car is one solid molded piece.  

 

Franklin Mint began making and selling 1:24 scale models in the early 1990s. Along with their 

American rival the Danbury Mint, they offered a wide selection of models of American classics, 

muscle cars, and some European classic cars. Some of us may remember receiving their catalogues 

and drooling over all of these beautiful cars that are highly detailed. Franklin Mint and Danbury 

Mint produced their model cars in China until about 2014 by contract manufacturers. Both 

companies decided not to renew their contracts and got out of the model car business altogether. I 

can still remember the last two cars that I bought from Danbury Mint before they got out of the 

business – a 1955 Cadillac Eldorado convertible and a 1956 Packard Caribbean convertible. It 

took months for them to finally arrive.  

 

I purchased the 1957 300SC from a local store 

in downtown Hendersonville, NC called DAD’s 

C.A.T.S., which stands for Dad’s collectibles 

and toys. This store carries a large variety of 

new-old-stock model cars, new models, and 

models purchased from estate sales. The store is 

still in business, although it moved to the old 

railroad depot in Saluda, NC. The owner had 

been a Franklin Mint dealer in the 1990s, and is 

a wealth of information about model cars and 

classic cars in general. It is rare to find stores 

like this now with the monopoly of online 

retailers that can sell a large variety of cars at 

aggressive prices. I think paid around $120.00 

for this car, which is about what it would have cost when it was new.  

Mercedes in Miniature (continued) 

1957 Mercedes-Benz 300SC cabriolet 

1957 Mercedes-Benz 300SC cabriolet 
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Article and photos by Frank Towson, Board Member and Asheville-Area Club Ambassador 

 

Because Franklin Mint no longer makes model cars, you would have to search for this model on 

ebay if you are not able to find one in a specialty shop. Franklin Mint and Danbury Mint are still 

in business, but they primarily sell collectible coins, figurines, plates, and other assorted items. 

Both companies sell a few model cars from other manufacturers, but they no longer make their 

own model cars.  

 

It is fun to look for model cars like these two models because there is more of a challenge in 

finding them since they are out of production. The key is to look for models that come with their 

original packaging and the tags that were originally tied to their undercarriage. A car without its 

original box and packaging, or its tag, is worth significantly less than one that has these items.  

 

It is hard to say how much their value might increase over time. As you collect a while and become 

more discerning in what you purchase, you should look for model cars that are produced in limited 

quantities – say 5,000 or less of each car. Most websites will tell you if the model is a limited 

edition and how many pieces will be produced.  

 

If you are interested in beginning a model car collection or have questions about the many brands 

and types of model cars, feel free to catch me at the next club event. Collecting models is another 

way to have FUN with cars and enjoy the Mercedes brand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reprinted from The Star Magazine, March/April 1996 Issue  

 

Carolinas Section was feted to a gala day of activities on December 17th, hosted by new 

president, vice president, secretary, treasurer, and apparently sole member James W. Simmons. 

Festivities at the ancestral Simmons home, Toad Hall, began with a business and reorganizational 

meeting. As Simmons was the only member in attendance, he nominated, seconded, and elected 

himself to all section offices. 

 

A delicious breakfast of coffee and raisin bran followed the meeting; after breakfast officers and 

members adjourned to the Simmons garage to check the oil, water, and brake fluid on Old Blue, 

A Majority of One 

Mercedes in Miniature (continued) 
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Simmons' revered and venerable 1962 220SE Coupe. Finding all within acceptable parameters, 

the member then started Old Blue and engaged in a test of driving skill. A gymkhana consisted of 

negotiation of the garage and back yard without scraping the riding mower or bicycles or striking 

the raised flower beds or getting lost in the excavation for the fish pond (which remains incomplete 

after more than two years of construction). The event included an unscheduled stop to reopen the 

gate which had been closed by an overzealous family member who was unaware of the club 

activities in progress. 

 

Not surprisingly, the gymkhana was won by James Simmons in record time and without striking 

any artifacts, children, cats, or dogs which lined the course. Simmons both provided and graciously 

accepted his prize, a large cigar, which he immediately lit. The member then began the weekly 

"fun run" to Dabbs' Crossroads and back, a 20-mile trip, accomplished without benefit of the SE's 

muffler, which rusted out some time ago. 

 

The run was completed without a single penalty or police citation. Member and officers then 

participated in a "tech talk" in which Simmons explained to several cats, dogs, and neighborhood 

children how he had obtained the custom "brown lace" effect adorning the bottoms of Old Blue's 

doors and fenders. "It requires plugging the drains with leaf mold from the leaves of the very pecan 

trees which surround us," he said, gesturing broadly toward the few remnants of Hurricane Hugo 

still standing in his yard. 

 

Following a car wash and general tidying up, a Concours d'Elegance was held on the Simmons 

front lawn. Again, the big winner was President Simmon's coupe, taking Best in Class, Best of 

Show, longest distance traveled, and most authentic costume. The concours was marred only by 

the difficulty of keeping Simmons' cats and their guests from butt-printing the freshly washed 

machinery. 

 

Members and officers then withdrew to Toad Hall's spacious kitchen for hot cocoa, followed by 

an informal banquet and awards ceremony. In lieu of trophies, President Simmons presented 

member Simmons with a bottle of Jack Daniel’s sour mash. Simmons thanked the club officers 

for their thoughtfulness and praised them for their fairness, then willingly shared his prize with all 

in attendance. The section plans more events soon.  

 

Jim Simmons 

Carolinas Section 

 

 

Note:  The Carolinas Section was inactive during that time, until November 1998.  James W. 

Simmons passed away on March 3, 2015. 
 

  

A Majority of One (continued) 
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In the News 

 

 

 

 

Mercedes-Benz second 

quarter results as reported in 

the July 24th New York Times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here to read the September – October 2020 

online edition of the Star Magazine. 

 

 

 

October Inroads … 

See the latest news from Mercedes-Benz 

View in a web browser … 

  

https://www.mbca.org/star/september-october-2020
https://view.mbusa-email.com/?qs=6a269e38961dc8aadf8e9b373da40df8a534b57792d2b0eb45ccd5b985ef1014cb3b7ac7788e6b58802596739f7e0dafb76c13790848b1f3c81f5aa65ffdd32160aa88a097c75aa9
https://view.mbusa-email.com/?qs=6a269e38961dc8aadf8e9b373da40df8a534b57792d2b0eb45ccd5b985ef1014cb3b7ac7788e6b58802596739f7e0dafb76c13790848b1f3c81f5aa65ffdd32160aa88a097c75aa9
https://www.mbca.org/star/september-october-2020
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For Sale by Owner - Mercedes-Benz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rare 1980 280 SL Euro Model with 5 speed manual transmission. White exterior with black 

leather interior. One owner car bought new in Germany. Always garaged with both tops. 71,600 

miles. All manuals, tool kit, First aid kit. Original paint and original interior. A/C, original Becker 

radio and cassette player. ABS brakes. Good condition. Car located in Augusta, GA $30,000.  

 

I am assisting the member/owner sell his car. Additional photos are available.  

Contact Tony Martinez at ahmsl.tm@gmail.com or 505-850-4460. 

 

 

Additional Classifieds 

See additional classified ads on the MBCA website 

at  https://www.mbca.org/classifieds  

 

There are about 75 cars now available for sale. 

 

 

 

  

https://www.mbca.org/classifieds
https://www.mbca.org/classifieds
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Article by Frank Towson, Board Member and Asheville-Area Club Ambassador 

 

 

 

On  Saturday, August 1, 

2020, the Carolinas Section of 

the MBCA presented its first 

virtual event via Zoom 

conference. The event entitled, 

“The W124 and W210 E-Class 

Cars: Two ‘Youngtimer’ 

Classics Worth a Second 

Look” gave an overview of 

these two generations of E-

Class cars better known in the 

1980s and 1990s.  

 

It is worth noting that in Europe, cars that have just become classic cars or are on the verge of 

becoming classic cars are called “Youngtimers,” which is where the presentation title comes from. 

The W124 cars are definitely considered “Youngtimer” cars, while the W210 is on the verge of 

becoming a “Youngtimer” classic. Many Youngtimer cars are cars from the 1970s-1990s, and one 

example would be the 500E of the W124 series. An “Oldtimer” classic would be a car more like 

a 1955 300SL Gullwing or an old “Fintail” Mercedes sedan. There is some debate about whether 

or not the W210 is a classic, or will ever be a classic.  

  

Around 28 guests registered for 

the event in the weeks leading up 

to its presentation, and 

approximately 24 guests 

attended the event itself. We had 

several of our own members, as 

well as MBCA members from 

across the country in attendance. 

The event was promoted on our 

website and Facebook page, and 

our section had help from MBCA 

National, who posted several 

promotions for it on the MBCA 

National Facebook page.  

 

Mercedes-Benz W124 

Adapting to the Times -- The Carolinas Section’s First Virtual Event 

Mercedes-Benz W210 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_E-Class_(W210)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_E-Class_(W210)
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Before we began the presentation, there was lively conversation between some of our members 

and members from other sections about cars that were listed on the auction site Bring a Trailer. 

One MBCA member from Vancouver, Washington signed into the session from his mobile device, 

and even gave us a short tour of his 2002 E55 AMG, which was in mint condition. It was exciting 

to see such a well-preserved car and its enthusiastic owner.  

 

Our presentation then began promptly at 1:00 PM with an introduction from our Carolinas Section 

President, Jane Martinez. Our Membership Director, Michele Stine helped facilitate the Zoom 

meeting, and assisted with moderating questions and comments during the presentation. We also 

had several members from the Peachtree Section of the MBCA in attendance, including their 

President, Joe Martin. Joe’s son, Scott Martin, helped us record the session and is providing light 

editing so that we can share a video of the session with all of our members.  

  

I began the session by discussing the session by giving an overview of the W124 and W210 E-

Class cars, and how they were designed to meet a much broader market in Europe when compared 

to the United States. The W124 E-Class was the E-Class sold between 1986 and 1995, and the 

W210 E-Class was sold between 1996 and 2002 in the United States. We then discussed the design 

and engineering of each series, the models of each series, and purchasing and ownership of these 

cars.  

 

The highlight of the presentation material was our discussion about the 500E of the W124 chassis 

and the E55 AMG of the W210 chassis. The 500E (later called the E500 in 1994) was a V8 engine 

performance sedan built to compete with other rivals in the 1990s before Mercedes officially 

brought AMG under its own roof. These cars have risen dramatically in value and are now highly 

sought after. The E55 AMG is in my opinion an underappreciated performance sedan. These cars 

were built from 1999-2002, and posed a serious threat to other rivals at the time. They can still be 

purchased for very reasonable prices and represent the first AMG E-Class produced after the 

acquisition of AMG by Mercedes-Benz. They were also one of the last AMG cars to have a 

significant portion of their production completed at the Affalterbach facility of AMG.  

 

The best part of the presentation was the discussion with all of the attendees after I finished my 

portion of the presentation. There was a young MBCA member who had purchased a 400E as his 

first car that asked several questions about his car. Several members were able to answer some of 

his questions that I could not answer about this car, and we all learned a lot in the process. We 

also discussed more general topics like how to find a good mechanic for your car and other 

strengths and weaknesses of these vehicles. We also talked about a few good books about the 

W124, such as James Taylor’s Mercedes-Benz W124: The Complete Story, that are excellent 

resources for anyone that owns one of these cars or is interested in purchasing one.  

 

I also enjoyed receiving some of the feedback following our presentation where several MBCA 

members (and some Carolinas Section Members) recalled fond memories of owning these cars. I 

Adapting to the Times -- The Carolinas Section’s First Virtual Event (continued) 
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Article by Frank Towson, Board Member and Asheville-Area Club Ambassador 

had a great e-mail discussion with Gary Edwards, Vice President of the Peachtree Section, who 

helped me edit the content of the presentation and provided great advice all the way around. 

Peachtree’s Membership Chair, Diana Quinn, also helped us learn how to use Zoom more 

effectively, and we are very appreciative for her help.  

Although it has been difficult for us to have events in these challenging times, this is what club 

membership should be all about – coming together to discuss the cars that we love and providing 

knowledge to each other about how to own and maintain our beloved Mercedes cars.  

 

 

 

Watch the video event of “The W124 and W210 E-Class Cars: Two ‘Youngtimer’ Classics 

Worth a Second Look” by ctrl+clicking on the hyperlinked title above.  This is a two-part video 

series, so here is the link to part 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s the difference  … 

 

 

What's the difference between a pigeon and a Texas oilman? 

The pigeon can still put a deposit on a new Mercedes. 

 

 

   

Adapting to the Times -- The Carolinas Section’s First Virtual Event (continued) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YAt3JeX4B5c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YAt3JeX4B5c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NPNQKNyhdpw
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MBCA Carolina’s Section Membership Benefits 
 

 

 

 



MBCA Carolina’s Section Leadership Team 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Officers and Board Members 

PRESIDENT 

Jane Martinez 

Matthews, NC 

(505) 270-3851 

mbcacarolinas.president@gmail.com 

 

TREASURER 

Marsha Wilmot 

Myrtle Beach, SC 

mbcacarolinas.treasurer1@gmail.com   

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

John Davis 

Matthews, NC 

mbcacarolinas.newsletter@gmail.com 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA DIRECTOR 

Frank Towson 

Asheville, NC 

ftowson@gmail.com 

 VICE PRESIDENT 

Joe Clemmer 

Gastonia, NC 

mbcacarolinas.vicepresident@gmail.com 

 

 

SECRETARY 

David Thorne 

Charlotte, NC 

mbcacarolinas.secretary@gmail.com  

 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 

Michele Stine 

Mt. Pleasant, SC 

mstinembca@gmail.com  

 

WEB MASTER 

Tony Martinez 

Matthews, NC 

mbcacarolinas.webmaster@gmail.com  

 

 

Board of Directors 

 

Linda Liberty 

Rock Hill, SC 

 

 

Rugby G. Hodgkins, Jr. 

Gastonia, NC 

 

Ambassadors 

 

Asheville Area -- Frank Towson    ftowson@gmail.com 

Hilton Head Area – Bruce Wood  bwood@HiltonHeadCP.com  (804) 350-1338 

Myrtle Beach Area -- John Hameline   john.hameline@gmail.com  

Columbia area -- Jay Guditis  jguditis@gmail.com  

 

 

  

https://carolinas.mbca.org/section-contact
mailto:mbcacarolinas.president@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.treasurer1@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.newsletter@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.vicepresident@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.secretary@gmail.com
mailto:mstinembca@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.webmaster@gmail.com
mailto:ftowson@gmail.com
mailto:bwood@HiltonHeadCP.com
mailto:john.hameline@gmail.com
mailto:jguditis@gmail.com
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Eastern Regional Director 

 

Doug Geganto   

Gainesville GA 

Phone (404) 754-9955 

e-mail dgeganto@charter.net 

 

National Officers and Contacts 

 

See The Star magazine or go to https://www.mbca.org/contacts for a list of National Officers 

and contacts.  

 

 

 

A student son is visiting his father … 

 

A student son is visiting his father and upon arrival is clearly upset about something. 

His dad asks him what is the matter, and the son replies that he just had a horrible first date with 

this really pretty girl. 

 

Dad asks what happened. 

 

Son: 

 

“Well she asked me if I go to college. I said no. 

 

Then she asked me if I drive a Mercedes-Benz. I truthfully said no. 

 

Finally, she asked if I live in a 2-story house. I said that I don’t. 

 

She said that I’ve wasted her time, got up and left the restaurant.” 

 

The dad sympathetically replies: 

 

“Son, if you really like this girl, I would support you dropping out of Harvard University and 

enrolling in some college, you could sell your Ferrari and get a Mercedes-Benz. But to give up 

your three-story mansion for a pretty face, I forbid it!” 

 

MBCA Carolina’s Section Leadership Team (continued) 

https://www.mbca.org/contacts
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Benefits of Volunteering -- Join the Volunteer Team 
 

  

 

 
 

The Greek philosopher Aristotle once said that the essence of life is “to serve others and do good,” 

and it seems an increasing number of us are starting to wake up and see why volunteering is 

important. People are starting to understand how the benefits from serving and helping each other 

and different communities are not just beneficial for others but for ourselves, too.  
 

Volunteering is beneficial for a whole host of reasons: 

• To utilize your skills or learn new ones 

• Gain confidence 

• Make a difference 

• Meet people and make new friendships  

• Be part of a community and work on a like-minded team 

• Take on a challenge and build a real sense of achievement. 

• Reduce stress, combat depression, and reduce the risk of Alzheimer’s 
 

Purpose and collaboration result in mental health improvements, adds years to your life, and gives 

you a better outlook on life.  However, the best part, and often overlooked is that volunteering is 

just plain fun.  
 

If you are ready to make friends, improve your mental and physical health, and maybe develop 

new skills along the way, start volunteering. You can change your life and the lives of others when 

you do. Don’t overlook the benefits of volunteering. Embrace them! Sign up for one of the 

following positions! 
 

Director of Events – Coordinates all of the events of the section. Will work with Ambassadors 

and event coordinators. This person is a Board Member. 
 

Sponsorship Chair–Coordinates and contacts dealerships and other businesses to promote 

sponsorships for our Section. Will work with Ambassadors. This person is a Board Member. 
  

Ambassadors–Since we cover a wide geographical area, these volunteers will be the contact for 

the portion of the area where they live (approximately a 50 mile radius). Areas that still need an 

ambassador are Charlotte, Charleston, and Greenville.  Ambassadors will: 

• meet and mentor new members from their designated area 

• work with dealerships and other businesses in their designated area 

• set up and host local “Meet & Greet” events at restaurants or other venues 

• attend “Cars & Coffee” events in their designated area  

• recommend and assist with Section events in their area. 
 

Hospitality Committee Members–Responsible for greeting new members at events and making 

them feel part of our Section. Just a fun position at our events! 
 

Contact Jane Martinez at mbcacarolinas.president@gmail.com if you would like to get more 

information or volunteer for one of these position 

https://www.thebalancesmb.com/make-volunteering-unforgettable-2502604
mailto:mbcacarolinas.president@gmail.com
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Helpful Web Links 
 

 

 

 

 

New QR Code for the Carolinas Section Website … 

Here’s a new QR code you can shoot with the camera on your phone 

that takes you to the Carolinas Section website.   

 

Try it now and see … or, you can just click on it to follow the link.  

The site has been recently renovated and updated, so if you haven’t 

visited recently, you should check out all the new updated content. 

 

 

 

 

Hemmings Daily Website … for automotive enthusiasts … check out these articles … 

a. To take better car photos, step back and zoom in  

b. Are virtual car shows the future of automotive social life?  

c. The 10 greatest performance cars of the 1960s  

 

Facebook -- Carolinas Section MBCA … https://www.facebook.com/carolinasmbca/ 

Mercedes Benz Club of America … https://www.mbca.org/ 

Star Magazine Latest Issue … https://www.mbca.org/star/july-august-2020   

Browse or Trade Vehicles … https://www.mbca.org/classifieds  

Membership Benefits … https://www.mbca.org/member-benefits 

Local Clubs/Sections by Region … https://www.mbca.org/sections-by-

region?title=Eastern+Region  

Mercedes Current News … https://www.mbca.org/current-news 

Past Carolinas Section Newsletters … https://carolinas.mbca.org/section-newsletters  

List of Mercedes Dealers in the US … https://www.mbusa.com/en/dealers/browseAll-true   

https://carolinas.mbca.org/
https://www.hemmings.com/stories/2020/08/31/for-better-car-photos-step-back-and-zoom-in?refer=news&utm_source=edaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2020-08-31
https://www.hemmings.com/stories/2020/05/01/are-virtual-car-shows-the-future-of-automotive-social-life?refer=news&utm_source=edaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2020-08-31
https://www.hemmings.com/stories/2020/06/16/the-10-best-performance-cars-of-the-1960s?refer=news&utm_source=edaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2020-08-31
https://www.facebook.com/carolinasmbca/
https://www.mbca.org/
https://www.mbca.org/star/july-august-2020
https://www.mbca.org/classifieds
https://www.mbca.org/member-benefits
https://www.mbca.org/sections-by-region?title=Eastern+Region
https://www.mbca.org/sections-by-region?title=Eastern+Region
https://www.mbca.org/current-news
https://www.mbca.org/current-news
https://carolinas.mbca.org/section-newsletters
https://www.mbusa.com/en/dealers/browseAll-true
https://carolinas.mbca.org/
https://www.hemmings.com/stories
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Have You Checked Your MBCA Profile Lately??? 
 

 

The following officers were elected by a unanimous vote to serve for the next two years, ending 

on September 30, 2022: 

 

President: Jane Martinez 

Vice President:  Joe Clemmer 

Secretary: David Thorne 

Treasurer: Steve Lawson  

 

However, due to work demands, Steve Lawson resigned from the Treasurer position and Marsha 

Wilmot was appointed to fill this position in accordance with the Bylaws of the Carolinas 

Section.  The term of the new officers was effective October 1, 2020 and we will be working to 

ensure the Carolinas Section has a lot to offer its members for the next two years.  Feel free to 

contact any of the officers, directors or ambassadors.  We are here to serve our members! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your MBCA profile is used for many things.  We get the email addresses to send our Section 

newsletter and event notices. Your physical address is used to receive the Star Magazine. If you 

are the primary or associate member, both of you are eligible to attend all of the events, get 

member benefits, and volunteer for a position in the club. Also, when we get requests for special 

cars for various events (such as the Hilton Head St. Patrick’s Day Parade or a car show), we are 

able to utilize the information on the profiles as an initial contact point.   

 

Both the primary member and the associate member can have their own login, although their 

profile is shared. And we allow all Carolina Section members – both primary and associate 

members – to vote in the Carolinas Section elections.  

 

Login for Communities is simple; Enter your e-mail address and whatever password you select.  

Once you login your profile will come up. Verify your personal information. Is it all correct? Is 

your associate member listed? Is your car(s) listed? It’s simple to correct them right there. Note 

that for security reasons none of your information is stored locally and we make every effort to 

ensure that your personal information is not used for reasons other than related to MBCA and the 

Carolinas Section. 

  

Carolinas Section Officers -- Election Results 
 

https://www.mbca.org/user/login


32 

 
 

 

 

On September 26th. 2020 the Carolinas section held a Fun Rally in Aiken, SC.  The route took 

participants on a 58 mile ride through rural Aiken County and downtown Aiken.  Fourteen cars, each 

with a driver and navigator, participated in the event. Following easy to follow directions, contestants 

were required to answer challenging questions along the way through observation.  It was truly a 

multi-section event with numerous attendees from the Peachtree and Southern Stars Section.   

 

All participants met at the Aiken Visitors Center and 

Train Museum to sign in and get a copy of the rules.  At 

the appropriate time, each car was given their copy of 

directions and questions for Part 1 of the rally, and sent 

on their way. There were “only” 84 questions for this first 

segment. Although the directions were easy, there were 

some technical difficulties with the clipboard, which 

caused several drivers to miss a turn or two and see more 

of Aiken than originally planned.   After a couple of hours 

of driving, searching everything that was passed for 

answers, participants were then required to check in at the 

local Circle K to turn in Part 1, take a bit of a rest, as well 

as congratulate and commiserate with other contestants as 

they completed the initial segment.  But then it was back 

to the rally. Each car was given the second set of 

directions and questions, which was much shorter.  Part 2 

was only 10 miles and 44 questions remaining. The rally 

ended at the Willcox Inn, where the contestants arrived at various times, but were able to relax 

and socialize responsibly around the pool.  The weather was perfect – not sunny and a comfortable 

temperature, and no rain. A wonderful lunch was served to all members by the Willcox Inn staff.  

After the meal, the winners were announced.  Due to the generosity of Mercedes-Benz of Augusta, 

GA and Dick Dyer Mercedes-Benz in Columbia, SC, awards were presented for the top 6 places: 

 

First Place winners, Don & Linda Leblanc, and 2nd place winners, Tony & Marilyn Lane, each 

received a complimentary “A Service” from Mercedes-Benz of Augusta.  Third Place winners, 

Tom Wilcox & Diane Hadley, and  4th place winners, Dave & Mary Johnson, each received a  

$100 gift certificate provided by Dick Dyer Mercedes-Benz of Columbia.  The 5th place winners 

were John & Mary Struhar, who received a Mercedes-Benz drinking cup provided, and the 6th 

place winners, Nick & Valerie Calcavecchia, received a Mercedes-Benz tote bag, both provided 

by Dick Dyer Mercedes-Benz of Columbia.  In addition, all teams received a quality Mercedes-

Benz keychain, also provided by Dick Dyer Mercedes-Benz. 

Aiken, SC Fun Rally 

Article by Bill Kraeling, Event Coordinator and Jane Martinez, President 

Kathy Kraeling and son Mark Kraeling 

take a break while managing rally  

check-ins and send-offs. 
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Publication Details 
 

 

A special thanks goes out to Bill and Kathy Kraeling for all of the time and effort they put into 

this great event.  In addition, we would like to thank the people that assisted them with this logistics 

and scoring - Mark & Adeline Kraeling and Gene & Connie Ramirez. And we would also like to 

recognize Mercedes Benz of Augusta and Dick Dyer Mercedes Benz of Columbia for providing 

the awards for our members. It was an event that will be truly remembered by all that participated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Carolinas Newsletter is a quarterly publication by the Carolinas Section of Mercedes-Benz 

Club of America, Inc., (MBCA) provided to Carolinas Section members. Explicit permission to 

copy or republish any article is given to all sections of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc. 

Other use without written permission is prohibited. The articles in the Carolinas newsletter are 

the opinions of the writers and no authentication is given or implied as to the validity of any 

expressed opinions. The editor reserves the right to edit, and to refuse, any submissions and/or 

advertising. Submission of material constitutes permission to publish. Material for publication 

may be emailed to MBCA Carolinas Section, mbcacarolinas.newsletter@gmail.com .  

 

As a member you can also place free ads for your Mercedes Benz vehicles, parts, or accessories 

in this newsletter, at no charge. Submit details to mbcacarolinas.newsletter@gmail.com .  Be sure 

to include a photo, description, price and contact information. 

 

Deadlines for submissions are one month prior to publication; December 1st, March 1st, June 1st, 

& September 1st. 

 

 

 

 

 A new French-made Mercedes-Benz? … 

 

Apparently, the French just bought the rights to make 

a Mercedes S-Class Van … It’s called the S-Cargo 

  

Aiken, SC Fun Rally (continued) 

https://carolinas.mbca.org/section-newsletters
mailto:mbcacarolinas.newsletter@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.newsletter@gmail.com
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So…. fixed my ’95 SL500 (again, this time an oil leak) Friday afternoon.  It is now Sunday 

morning, and it has been raining pretty much constantly since Friday.  I think it is the rain 

that brings home the odd reality that, despite owning several vehicles, there is only one that 

counts. 

 

The early 90’s are almost thirty years gone.  At the time I worked in the furniture 

manufacturing business, keeping production equipment up and running and designing 

controls for new or updated machines.  In our break room, we had stacks of car magazines, 

mechanical journals, newspapers, etc.  We didn’t have smart phones to surf the net during 

free time – we read and talked, often about cars, mostly muscle cars.  Corvettes vs. Mopars.  

FE vs. Y-block.  Shelbys, NASCAR, and of course, which we were one day going to buy. 

 

Then there were the cars of the 

dreamers.  The Ferraris, Lambos 

(the Countach was still only a few 

years old), Jags, Porches, and 

Mercedes.  I don’t remember, 

maybe on Columbo or another bad 

detective show, exactly where I 

first saw the new generation of the 

Mercedes roadster, but it was 

certainly well represented in the 

automotive mags.  There weren’t 

any parked in driveways in my 

neighborhood. 

 

Bruno Sacco seemingly broke from his quest for "horizontal homogeneity" in the design of 

the new class of SL Roadsters, the R129.  It didn’t look like other Mercedes; it didn’t look 

like anything else on the market, and was panned as much as it was loved.  The V8 version 

sported three hundred plus horsepower, an awesome number.  Zero to sixty in just over six 

seconds, back when eight seconds was fast.  Of course, at somewhere north of eighty grand 

in 1991 ($150k in today’s dollars), one paid for the elegance and speed.  For a group of 

machinists and maintenance techs to whom time-and-a-half overtime wages of twenty 

bucks an hour seemed like big money, a 150+ MPH Mercedes roadster was something out 

of a fantasy world.  Not being a lottery player, I’d never have one.  

Why Don’t We Do It on the Road? 
 

Dreams of Mercedes-Benz R129 SL 500 Roadsters 

Article and photos by Tom Sharar, former MBCA Carolinas Vice-President and Asheville, NC Resident 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://www.mopar.com/
https://www.shelby.com/en-us/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
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Let’s fast-forward about twenty-five years to 2015.  The same young man isn’t so young 

anymore.  With retirement only a couple years down the road and pretty well funded, the 

house paid off, and a couple of professional salaries coming in, it was time to find a fun car 

to drive.  At that point in our lives, we’d built a shop/garage on our property and needed 

something to play with and take to local shows.   My heart was back in the 60’s and early 

70’s – I wanted one of those Mopar beasts with a huge V8, glass-pack dual exhaust, and 

tires that would spin for days.  When we got really serious about buying, we began to watch 

Mecum and Barrett-Jackson whenever they aired.  We were in the market for muscle. 

 

Shopping for a muscle car is humbling to a guy in his mid-fifties.  Remembering the Jimmy 

Carter years of the late seventies, the skyrocketing gas prices, the push for fuel economy, 

and the inability to get rid of massive V8s with 4-barrel carbs, I was shocked at the prices 

of cars that could have been bought for hundreds of dollars back then.  The muscle cars in 

which I was interested had become expensive – really, really expensive.   I remember 

passing on a Belvadere with a 426ci wedge shortly after my high school graduation because 

the seller wouldn’t come down from $2200 to $1800.  In 2015, that same car would cost 

about what I paid for my first house. 

 

If you are a big auto 

auction fan, you know 

well that Thursday is 

the best day for 

educators and other 

middle-class folks to 

shop.  On Thursdays, 

one sees the lower 

priced cars; lower 

priced on the auction 

block, not necessarily 

lower MSRP cars.  

My wife and I were 

amazed at the low 

mileage, late-model 

European cars that crossed the block for the price of used Hyundais or Toyota Corollas.  

The more I watched, the more I couldn’t understand why folks didn’t own a Mercedes or a 

BMW or a Jag rather than just a car.  Were they really that affordable? 

 

Why Don’t We Do It on the Road?  (continued) 

Mercedes-Benz 1995 SL 500 looks nice in silver too 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://www.mecum.com/
https://barrett-jackson.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
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Surfing the internet one night, my wife and I found a dealer in Ft. Meyers Florida with a 

1999 SL500 for sale.   This particular car had fewer than forty thousand miles, came with a 

panoramic hard top (something of which I’d never heard), and was painted in Mineral Green 

Metallic paint.  Maybe a bit feminine-looking for me, but my wife immediately fell in love.  

It was priced at just under twenty-one thousand dollars.  Until that point in my life, the most 

expensive car that I’d ever purchased was a used Jeep WJ for which I’d paid $6,800, so 

twenty grand was a stretch.   You see, 

we drove Chrysler K-cars, old Jeeps, 

and beat-up Dodge trucks for years 

while we paid off our house and became 

debt-free.  We kept that habit for years 

after, always buying well cared for used 

cars for rock-bottom prices -- 

transportation while working toward 

early retirement.  (I’m not a believer in 

stereotyping, but I tend to be the 

stereotypical Scot, in that I watch my 

pennies very closely.) 

 

I gathered my courage and low-balled the seller by several thousand dollars, never expecting 

that the offer would be accepted.  To my surprise the next day I was wiring money to South 

Florida.  Almost exactly a week later, a truck pulled up and off-loaded one of the prettiest 

vehicles on which I’d ever laid eyes.  Sharon, my wife, melted at the sight.  The original 

sticker was included, and with the SL1 and SL2 packages, showed a shade under a hundred 

grand.  Oh, and did that sucker run….and handle.  It was cool beyond belief. 

 

We immediately joined the MBCA.  I forget exactly how we heard of the club, but we found 

it and signed up.  We got an email from a fellow named Nick Pasquine encouraging us to 

attend our first event, the Christmas Party in Aiken, SC.   The club has changed our lives. 

 

I was fortunate to have a friend against whom I competed in competitive shooting who 

worked for a local indie Mercedes shop in Asheville, Eurospec.  Although I almost never 

let mechanics work on my cars, I took our “new” Benz to have the 40,000 mile B-Service 

done.  A wrench-turner all my life, I wasn’t confident taking off the engine cover and 

digging in myself.  After all, this wasn’t just a car.  George had 30+ years under the hoods 

of Mercedes automobiles and a very steady hand. 

 

Why Don’t We Do It on the Road?  (continued) 

My Mineral Green 1999 SL 500 Roadster 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124


37 

 
 

Now, we’d arrived.  We had this 

beautiful show car and a new group 

of friends who shared our recently 

acquired enthusiasm for all things 

Mercedes.  Unfortunately, the car 

was too nice and too unique to be a 

daily driver.  I wanted to drive it 

constantly, but it had such low 

mileage and was in such good shape 

that I couldn’t bring myself to park it 

in the lot on the college campus at 

which I worked.  

 

One day a few months later in June of 2016, I was surfing the net during some down time 

at work.  There was a 1995 SL500 in the final couple hours of its auction on eBay.  High 

bid was $6,800 for a car with 78k miles that really looked good in the pics.  Desert Silver 

with a beige leather interior.  I punched in $7,000 for a bid, never expecting that I’d win, 

but I did.  Five hundred and change delivered it from Wabash, Indiana.  It was impulse 

buying at its best – arrived with cupped Firestones and drove awfully.  Pulled a CARFAX 

(locked the barn after the horse was stolen?) to discover that I was the seventh owner, one 

of which was the City of Des Plaines, Illinois (drug dealer confiscation?).  Needless to say, 

I was worried that I’d purchased a lemon.   But….at $7,000, it was a disposable car. 

 

Immediately, I replaced the tires with good all-season Michelins.  Now, I had a car; a cheap 

car that I didn’t mind playing with.  It was my toy, and it was amazing.  That winter, I 

removed the valve covers and replaced the plastic cam oilers with aluminum – they didn’t 

need replacing, but it gave me the opportunity to see the high-tech insides of the DOHC 

valve train.  New plugs, new distributor caps and rotors (the M119 has two of each), new 

stereo head unit, new wiper relay. 

 

I digress, but I was so amazed by the workings of the single wiper that wiped a rectangular 

windshield that I took a video of its guts and emailed it to all my engineer friends.  As I 

looked further into the engineering of the R129, I discovered several other really great 

technical feats that put this car on the vanguard of automotive technology at the time: 300mS 

roll-bar deployment if the car tips, antilock brakes, dual front airbags, ASR traction control, 

electronically controlled limited slip differential, power mirrors (including center rear-view) 

that were electrically adjustable and worked with the memory seating, power adjustable 

steering column, etc.   The seats have magnesium frames and even the headrests are power 

Why Don’t We Do It on the Road?  (continued) 

My 1995 Mercedes-Benz R129 SL 500 Roadster 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
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adjustable.  The raising and lowering of the top will attract a crowd in a parking lot – it is 

like an exquisite dance.  Even the interior compartments locked with the doors.  The car is 

just plain cool. 

 

For four years now, my daily driver is an SL500.  My first look at the web in the mornings 

used to be the local news, now it is the weather.  If no rain is predicted and the temps are 

above 40 degrees, I drive a convertible.   Heated seats, a wind screen, and a really well 

designed cockpit make for a comfortable, exhilarating drive in the cool mountain mornings. 

On hot afternoons, the AC actually cools the cockpit nicely, even with the top down. 

 

With two R129s in the garage, I do have my favorite.  The wife still loves the mineral green 

’99 with the flawless black leather interior.  I, however, am partial to the ’95.  The M119 

engine feels and sounds better.  I like the less refined feel that the M119 and the 4G-Tronic 

transmission give the driver.  It is muscular and comfortably crude when the pedal is 

pressed.  Though not rough, you know when it shifts.  Power seems constant through three 

digits.  (I don’t know how fast it will actually go, but I will say that the road gets very narrow 

as one approaches 

140mph on a 

lonely interstate, 

late at night, 

somewhere 

between 

Asheville, NC and 

Johnson City, TN) 

 

I’m often asked 

about how 

expensive these 

cars are to own.  It 

is certainly that 

fear that helps 

drive down the prices.   We’ve put about 5,000 miles on the ’99 since late 2015.  In addition 

to the B-service when we first received it ($450 at Eurospec in Asheville, NC), replaced the 

MAF sensor for less than $100, a $30 temperature sensor for the AC, and the biggie: $,2000 

for the convertible top cylinders to be rebuilt.  I had Eurospec do the cylinders – even though 

rebuilding the cylinders is cheap and really easy, getting them in and out is labor-intensive.  

Too old to do that one myself these days.  
 

Why Don’t We Do It on the Road?  (continued) 

Hanging out with a few other Mercedes-Benz lovers 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
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The ’95 has been more interesting.  In the early nineties, some nit-wit somewhere decided 

that biodegradable insulation on engine wiring would save the world.  I don’t think it saved 

anything except mechanics’ jobs.  When the car hit about 90,000 miles the intermittent stuff 

began – flaky dash lights and readouts, stalling, etc.   I sourced a more recent new OEM 

harness from Poland for under $800 and replaced it in about 3 hours.   I’ve had to remove 

and clean the EGR valve, and replace a couple leaky gaskets.  Fluids are expensive because 

it takes so much – gallons instead of quarts, usually.  I keep a copy of MB229.5 attached 

with RockAuto.com magnets to the door of the shop fridge.  Most recently, I fixed an oil 

leak around the cam adjuster that would run down into the right-side distributor cap and 

make the car really hard to start.  Too bad I assumed it was the valve cover gasket and 

replaced a 3-year old one that wasn’t the problem…oh well.  With over 110,000 miles, the 

’95 is pretty well sorted.  I’d drive it anywhere, without fear, and I’m still under $10,000 

for everything, including the tires I replaced when it was first delivered. 

 

Yes, it helps to be able to turn a wrench when owning an old Mercedes, or any other old 

car, for that matter.  Even the indie shop charges $100/hour, the dealer might be half-again 

as expensive (and likely has mechanics not completely familiar with the old stuff).  A 

Mercedes isn’t as easy to fix as a Jeep, I’ve learned.   I’m not sure some of the designing 

engineers really cared about the ease of repair.  It is, however, just a car – built and 

assembled by humans.   It can be disassembled by mere humans as well.  With a digital 

camera to see how things should go back together, a PC to connect to YouTube, and an 

assortment of tools, it can be fixed.   Parts are available, and often not expensive. (Just don’t 

lose your key – they are irreplaceable)  I built a homemade code tester consisting of about 

five dollars’ worth of parts: a switch, a resistor, and an LED mounted in a small plastic box.  

Diagnostics aren’t too bad, and the major stuff is rock solid and doesn’t break.  There isn’t 

too much plastic, but what is there does get brittle with age.   Replacements are available.  

As some of you know, there are few feelings better than those one experiences when he puts 

the key in the ignition of a car he’s fixed himself and it fires right up and drives perfectly. 

 

  So….back to the present.  Now the sun is peaking through the clouds, the Victor Reinz 

gasket around the cam adjuster is certainly set and sealed, and a 1995 SL500 is ready to 

drive.  It really is crazy, I can’t wait to drive it; drive it somewhere or to nowhere, just drive 

it.  The tourists will be in downtown Black Mountain, NC today, and they will wave at me 

when I drive past.  They always do.  I’ll open it up on the short on-ramp to I-40 and almost 

immediately be at highway speed.  I can feel it as I sit here and type in my home office. 

 

Someone once told me that if one doesn’t look forward to driving his or her car, another car 

is in order.  I told this to a colleague at work some time back, and he bought a Mustang 

Why Don’t We Do It on the Road?  (continued) 
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Article and photos by Tom Sharar, former MBCA Carolinas Vice-President and Asheville, NC Resident 

 

convertible.  He, like me, rarely drives his other cars.  We’re in a pandemic, and I can look 

forward to going to the grocery store only because it gives me a chance to drive a car that 

half a lifetime ago seemed like nothing but a pretty picture of a dream in a magazine. 

 

Yes, today, I’m going to drive a 25-year-old Mercedes Benz roadster.  I’ll open the door to 

my garage and see two cars that were once obtainable only by the very rich, and I’ll pick 

the older of the two.  I might sit at a stop sign and see a Mazda, Subaru, Honda or some 

other boring, mundane “transportation” pass by.  I might smile, realizing that my car cost 

half or less what theirs would on the used market.  I’ll look at the simple, but beautiful 

interior appointments, see the slope of the windshield and the hood, feel the comfort of the 

perfectly designed seat, and hear the reasonably quiet, but authoritative, tone of the exhaust 

note as I pull away.  I’ll grin, turn up the CD player, and head for a trip down the interstate, 

glad not to be driving some beer can on wheels or some silly plug-in-the-wall excuse for an 

automobile. 

 

I might one day own a Mopar with a wing, a Fox-body Mustang, or maybe even an old 

Eldorado, but I will always own an R129.   Occasionally, I hear the disparaging remarks 

about the 129s from passers-by at shows.  No, it isn’t as iconic as a 107, as special as a 198, 

or as sophisticated as a 230.  It is, however, unique and beautiful.  It is fast, though not as 

fast as a modern SL, comfortable, and uncommon.  It turns heads and invites smiles and 

conversation.  Above all else, it is a helluva lot of fun to own one’s dream car from ages 

ago.  In its day, it was truly a dream car; and to my wife and me, it still is. 

  

  

Why Don’t We Do It on the Road?  (continued) 

I now have two R129s in the garage 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_W124

