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Tampa Bay Downs Brunch 
See Pages 6 & 7

The group at Homosassa • See Pages 8 & 9 

Coming Events

May 25, 2019 
Old Castle German Restaurant

Ruskin, FL

June 22, 2019
Elliott Museum Tour

Stuart, FL

July 27, 2019 
Plant Museum Tour

Tampa, FL

See details for these events
on pages 4, 5, and 10



  
 2  April/May 2019

Officers
President  Lynn Hutchinson
 727-726-6711 C 727-420-0424
 dhutch@verizon.net
Vice President   
 Greg Watson
 941-745-1460
 gwatson511@verizon.net

Secretary Pat Watson
 941-745-1460
 gwatson511@verizon.net
Treasurer  Paul J. Cooper 
 727-726-6837 C 727-644-6837
 PaulJCooper@verizon.net

Past President
 Gary Dolin
 941-896-6881
                  g.dolin@verizon.net

Newsletter Editor
 Linda B. Cooper 
 727-726-6837  C 727-798-6800
 LindaBCooper@verizon.net

Chairpersons
Membership 
 Paul J. Cooper
 727-726-6837 C 727-644-6837
 PaulJCooper@verizon.net

Activities  Lynn Hutchinson

Photography
 Dave Hutchinson

Historian  Lynn Hutchinson

Technical  
 
 

Legal Advisor
 

Webmaster
 Dan Cabrera
 dcabrera2@tampabay.rr.com

SE Regional Director
 Hank Webb
 904-375-8751 
 hankwebb58@bellsouth.net

About the Newsletter
The Tampa Bay Section, Mercedes-Benz 
Club of America, Inc. publishes this bi-
monthly newsletter in even-numbered 
months. Opinions expressed are those of 
the authors. Express permission is hereby 
granted to other Sections of the Mercedes-
Benz Club of America to reprint articles 
contained herein, without exception. Articles 
of general interest are solicited for inclusion 
in the newsletter, and should be mailed to 
the Editor or e-mailed to  LindaBCooper@
verizon.net. Copy deadline is the first day of 
even numbered months.

An Overview of the Club
Established in 1956, MBCA has more 
than 20,500 members in over 84 sections 
across the nation. These local sec-
tions organize hundreds of events each 
year, ranging from social gatherings to 
specialized technical sessions. We’re a 
not-for-profit organization.

Join the Club
Enroll as a member of MBCA for:
One Year $55
Two Years $107
Three Years $157
Call 800-637-2360

Local Activities
Your dues include membership in the sec-
tion of your choice. Each section publish-
es a newsletter with news of its activities 
and its year-round calendars of events, in-
cluding rallies, defensive driving courses, 
car shows, technical sessions, and dinner 
meetings. Many sections host special 
events. Any MBCA member may attend 
any section,  regional, or national event.

Mercedes-Benz
Roadside Assistance
Call 1-800-FOR-MERCEDES

24 hours a day.

NOTE: The night for the monthly business meeting is the FIRST MONDAY 
of each month (except for September and sometimes July & January when it 
moves up 1 week) and is open to all members. We go to a nearby restaurant for 
dinner after the meeting. Please join us and help us with your input.

May 6 Monday 6:30PM 
 Business Meeting & Dinner 
 Crown Eurocars
 8302 US Hwy 19 N
 Pinellas Park, FL 

May 25 Saturday 4:00 PM
 Old Castle Restaurant
 3830 Sun City Center Blvd
 Ruskin, FL

See details in THIS issue
Jun 3 Monday 6:30PM 
 Business Meeting & Dinner 
 Crown Eurocars

Jun 22 Saturday 10:30 AM
 Elliott Museum Tour
 Stuart, FL

See details in THIS issue 

Important Dates

Jul 1 Monday 6:30PM 
 Business Meeting & Dinner 
 Crown Eurocars

Jul  27 Saturday 10:00 AM
 Henry B. Plant Museum Tour 
 Tampa, FL

See details in THIS issue
Aug 5 Monday 6:30PM 
 Business Meeting & Dinner 
 Crown Eurocars

Sep 9 Monday 6:30PM 
 Business Meeting & Dinner 
 Crown Eurocars

Oct 7 Monday 6:30PM 
 Business Meeting & Dinner 
 Crown Eurocars
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President’s Message
Hi Everyone. 
 Summer is just around the corner. Hope everyone is starting 
to make plans to enjoy a great summer vacation – either going 
on a trip or spending time at home with friends and family.
 Everyone had a great time at our March event at Tampa Bay 
Downs. I have had a lot of requests to do this again next year 
and we will! We’ll make sure not to schedule it conflicting with 
either Amelia Island or the Grand Prix in St. Pete.
I want to express the Club’s condolences to member, Bill Si-
mon, on the death of his wife, Jacki. We were so sorry to hear 
this sad news. They were signed up for the Tampa Bay Downs 
event. 
 The April 13 event to Homosassa Springs Wildlife State 
Park was a great time. We had 23 in attendance. The weather 
was absolutely perfect, too. Lunch following at the Old Mill 
Tavern was very good, 
 We are looking forward to lot of exciting events in the com-
ing months. Remember to come to our business meeting the 
first Monday of each month at Crown Mercedes. Dinner at BJ’s 
after the meeting is always fun. We would like to see you there, 
and please bring any ideas you might have for future events.
 September will be here before we know it and that means 
our Club’s elections take place. I have enjoyed being your Pres-
ident but my two years are going to be up and someone new 
will have to take over. So think about running for President and 
let me know. The positions of vice president and secretary will 
also be open for this election. I am very pleased to have had 
such great board members to work with these last two years. 

 Lynn

Welcome 
New Members!

Marian Clarke • Bradenton
Mike Davis • Palm Harbor
Peggy Gretchen • Wesley Chapel
Ronald Hawks • Safety Harbor
Mark Petche • Lutz
Eugene Ruffolo • Tampa
Jon Specter • St. Petersberg
Richard Tager • Tierra Verde

Renewed Members
Rhonda Bowers • Brooksville
Merle Brouman • Belleair Beach
Richard Browers • Safety Harbor
Darcy Byrnes • Sarasota
Marian Clarke • Bradenton
Mike Davis • Palm Harbor
Art Dorsett • New Port Richey
Peggy Gretchen • Wesley Chapel
Ken Hackett • Sarasota
Ronald Hawks • Safety Harbor
Bill Maloney  • St. Petersburg 
Charles O’Kelley • Tampa
Nancilou Patton • Homosassa
Mark Petche • LUTZ
Jim Pfister • Bellair
John Roderick • Lutz
Elliott Ross • Tampa
Victoria Ross • Tampa
Eugene Ruffolo • Tampa
Gary Saulson • Lakewood Ranch
John Schaefer • Sarasota
Sandy Shultz • Key West
Jon Specter • St. Petersberg
Richard Tager • Tierra Verde
Karen Vale • Sarasota
Eleanor Vassel • Dunedin
Ditmar Wissel • Ocala
Dennis Zawacki • Bradenton

Above are the new and renewed members from February 
24, 2019 through April 22, 2019.We look forward to meet-
ing the new members and hope to keep seeing our renewed 
members at many of our events. – Editor

TO ORDER YOUR TAMPA BAY MBCA SHIRTS
 If you have been to the last couple events or meetings then you 
noticed that we are changing the Tampa Bay MBCA club shirts 
from the jade green to red. The mens shirt can now have a pocket 
or no pocket. There is a ladies shirt with a V-neck and collar or you 
can get the polo type shirt like the mens. (Or if you want ladies, you 
can purchase your own red shirt and get the logo embroidered on 
it.)
 The shirts are $34.00 each including the logo. If you provide 
the shirt, the embroidery charge is $10.00/shirt. To order these shirts 
call or email Linda Cooper at 727-798-6800 or LindaBCooper@
verizon.net. Payment can be cash, check or credit card.
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Call or email  
by May 18, 2019

  Paul & Linda Cooper
PaulJCooper@verizon.net

Home: 727-726-6837

Authentic German Dinner at Old Castle Restaurant 
Saturday, May 25, 2019

 

When you call or send a message to Paul & Linda 
please indicate the names and how many will be 

joining us for dinner.

Details:  About Old Castle Restaurant 
Old Castle Restaurant has been providing locals and tourists with a taste of the Old World in Berlin, Germany since 1999. In 
2006, it was evident that Sun City, Florida could use a restaurant that offers great German food and a warm atmosphere. We then 
decided to establish a second location there to spoil and serve countless guests. 
 When you visit Old Castle Restaurant, you’ll notice the decor. Our restaurant is decorated with mostly authentic artifacts 
from our homeland that were shipped straight from Europe. A fun fact about the restaurant is that the design is actually based on 
the original “Burg Schanke” in downtown Berlin. 

Treat yourself to a taste of the Old World 
During your visit to Old Castle Restaurant, you’ll enjoy made-from-scratch dishes as well as a variety of German and domestic 
beers. In fact, all of our beers are served in an original stein, when appropriate. 
Check out their menu at:  http://oldcastlerestaurant.com/

Directions:  Put the address into your navigation system, smart phone, GPS, google maps or Mapquest for specific direc-
tions from your location. 

 

Important Info
 WHEN: Saturday, May 25, 2019 
 WHERE: Old Castle Restaurant 
  3830 Sun City Center Blvd • Ruskin, FL 33573
 COST: Off the menu
 CALL: Paul & Linda Cooper 
  Home: 727-726-6837 • Cell:  727-798-6800
  PaulJCooper@verizon.net
 TIME: 4:00 PM 
RESERVE BY: May 18th 

Authentic German Dinner at Old Castle Restaurant
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Elliott Museum & Lunch 
June 22, 2019

Details:  South Florida has long been enriched by sea-
sonal residents.  Harmon Elliott (1887 – 1969), son of pro-
lific inventor Sterling Elliott, was among those who have 
made a mark on the Stuart area.  To celebrate his father’s 
work and bring an educational and cultural resource to the 
region, Harmon provided the principal funds for the origi-
nal Elliott Museum which opened in 1961.  The Soroptimist 
Club of Stuart had prevented the last House of Refuge from 
being demolished, and Harmon was impressed with the 
way they had taken care of it.  He tasked them with running 
the Elliott Museum in addition to the House of Refuge, 
and the Historical Society of Martin County was established to oversee both facilities.  The original Elliott Museum was 
demolished in 2011 to make way for a new, state-of-the-art, green building with new and expanded exhibits on the same 
site.  The new Elliott Museum opened in 2013, celebrating the genius of the father and the generosity of the son. Thanks 
to both, visitors to Elliott Museum continue to be inspired by their ingenuity.
 The Elliott Museum offers a variety of collections, including vintage cars, baseball artifacts, artwork, Americana, 
rotating exhibits in the Changing Exhibitions Gallery, an art studio with classes, a theater, a tribute to local philanthropists 
Frances Langford and Ralph Evinrude, a Museum Store, a student art exhibit, and much more.
 The Houses of Refuge were designated as havens for shipwrecked sailors and travelers along the sparsely populated 
Atlantic coastline of Florida. Run by the United States Lifesaving Service, the Houses played a critical role in a time 
when sailing ships dominated the world commerce. This is the last one left. If you have time before you leave the area 
you can add this entrance fee of $6 the day of the event.
 This event includes an overnight stay for those who wish to take advantage of several other activities in the area.

Important Info
 WHEN: Saturday, June 22, 2019
 WHERE: Elliott Museum & refuge House Tour
  825 Northeast Ocean Blvd • Stuart, FL
   (772) 225-1961 • https://elliottmuseum.org/
  Lunch: To follow tour at local restaurant
 Hotel: Hampton Inn & Suites by Hilton 
  1150 NW Federal Hwy Stuart, FL 34994
  $114/night • 772-692-6922
 COST: $12/adult Elliott Museum 
 CALL: Dan Cabrera • 813-480-3484
               dcab0776@aol.com
 TIME: 10:30 am meet, for tour with Lunch after
RESERVE BY: June 14th 

Elliott Museum Tour & Lunch

 

 Name(s) __________________________________________________________

 Phone _______________________        Cell Phone________________________

 Email ____________________________________________________________

 Address __________________________________________________________

# ______  coming @ $12/person ______ Enclosed   I will stay for Lunch   Y     N

Make check payable to:
Tampa Bay Section MBCA

Mail by June 14, 2019 to: 
Dan Cabrera

19336 Spring Oak Dr
Eustis, FL 32736
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Tampa Bay Downs Brunch 

Tampa, FL
March 10, 2019
By Lynn Hutchinson

We held our annual Tampa Bay Downs event on March 
10. 49 people signed up to attend. This is always a 
big hit with our membership. It is a fun afternoon 

with lots of food and betting. Even though some of us win and 
some of us lose, it is always fun. What makes this such an enjoy-
able afternoon is that there is plenty of time for the members to 
mingle and talk to each other. This year we surprised everyone 
by giving each person $2 so their first bet was on the Club. I 
am here to tell you that it really makes a difference to put a bet 
on a horse. From personal experience I can tell you that Dave 
placed his first bet for $2 to show and won $4.60 on that race. 
He surprised himself by actually having fun, although he will be 
the first one to tell you he doesn’t like betting. It really was a fun 
afternoon. 
 The food was very good. I loved the carved beef, which was 
very tender and rare - just like I like it! If you wanted it more 
well-done, you could have had it sliced from the other end of the 
roast. And, what a choice of desserts! No one left hungry! We 
will definitely be doing this event again next year.

Above:  Victoria & Norm Ross, Carolyn Jarotz, Michael Coo-
per, Marcia Shulz, Caroline Cerveny, Ed Jarotz, and Steve and 
Kathy Aki
Below: Jimmie & Elaine Lee

Above: Rodger Baker and his son Adam

Photos at this event taken by Dave Hutchinson

Right:  Event planner Lynn 
& Dave Hutchinson
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Above: Rose Bannagott, Sandy Schwartz, Mary Elizabeth 
Pluchino, Barbara Zawachi, Leo Wold, Dennis Zawacki, 
Carmine Pluchino, Julian Hartzon and Pat Anagostis Above: Krissy Bacon, Mike Davis, Sherry Hoffman, 

Rhonda Bowers, Rob Harris, Lou Dughi, and Edgard & 
Marcia Shulz
Below: Caroline Cerveny, Ed and Carolyn Jarotz and 
Michael Cooper

Above: Ron & Mary Ellen Ames, Gerald and Cynthia Weber, 
Neal & Michelle Dion and Patty & Case WhittemoreAbove: Victoria & Norm Ross

Above: Jimmie & Elaine Lee, Lynn Hutchinson, 
Dan Cabrera, Michael Gulick, Debbie 
Cabrera, Lynn Gulick, and Linda & Paul 
Cooper

Right: Rhonda Bowers and Rob Harris
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Homosassa Wildlife Tour & Lunch 

Homosassa,  FL
April 13, 2019
By Dave Hutchinson

Our April event at the Homosassa Springs Wild-
life State Park on Saturday, April 13th was a big 
hit for the 23 members and guests 

who attended. We all met at the main 
entrance to the Park at 10 AM and took a 
tram to the beginning of the Wildlife Trail. 
You can also take a boat, but I wanted to 
make sure that our group got to experience 
the activity of the animals before the week-
end throngs arrived. A few of our members 
took the boat ride back to the entrance at 
the end of the visit. 
 The Homosassa Park features almost all of Florida’s 
wild residents with one exception: Lu the 59 year-old 
hippo who is the first animal that one usually meets 
when entering the Park. Lu has spent most of his life 
at the Park. Additionally, our group got to see a Florida 
bear, foxes, bobcats, otters, and manatees. The bird 
population at the Park is impressive as well. We saw 
eagles, owls of all sorts, both brown and white pelicans, 
flamingos, and black-crowned night herons. My favorite 
spot in the park is the enclosed area where you can get 
up close and personal with Florida’s most colorful bird, 
the Roseate Spoonbill, not one but many. The volunteers 
at Homosassa State Wildlife Park were very helpful and 
certainly made our group feel special.
 Michael Gulick was surprised with a gift from the 
Park for his service to our country and his disability 
as a helicopter pilot in the Army…a lifetime State 
Parks membership!!! This was available to any vet-
eran that could show a disabled designation on their 
VA ID. Quite an honor indeed.
 After spending a couple of hours at the Park we 
traveled to our lunch location, the Old Mill Tavern. 
Of course, eating out is always an important part of 
our events. The food was good. Lynn and I really 
liked their Jalapeno Poppers and their fried catfish 
lunch. It was a great place to socialize with our fellow 
members.
 Many other interesting events are on our club 
calendar. We hope to see you at one of them soon.

Above:  Event planner Dave & Lynn 
Hutchinson
Left:  Red wolf

Below: Lynn’s favorite flamingo

Photos at this event taken by Dave Hutchinson

Above: Gail & Buzz Werner with Dan Cabrera
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Left: Lynn Hutchinson, Dan & Debbie Cabrera in 
front, Michael & Lynn Gulick,  Paul Cooper, and 
John Thren
Below: Sandy Schwartz and Gail Werner

Above:  Scott Lowry, Sue & Ric Garland and 
Colleen Lowry
Below:  Bob & Catherine Martino and Gail and 
Buzz Werner

Above:  Various Florida birds
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Details:  Our July event will be a tour of the historic Henry B. Plant Museum. We will meet at the museum on the 
campus of the University of Tampa at 10 AM on Saturday, July 27th. The tour will be led by Teddy Roosevelt, a docent 
actor.
 The Building is a National Historic Landmark. It operated as a hotel until 1932. The building houses original hotel 
furnishings and art objects from the Victorian Age collected by Mr. And Mrs. Plant from Europe and the Orient. 
There will be a lunch following a location to be announced later.
 Parking is available immediately in front of the Museum. If all of these spots are full, there is a free parking garage 
(the Thomas Parking Garage) that is about a 5 minute walk through the University of Tampa campus. Designated 
spaces are located next to ramps at the north end of Plant Hall and at the back of the building for visitors with disabili-
ties.
 This event will be limited to just 30 members and guests so please register soon with the coupon below

Directions:  Put the address into your navigation system, smart phone, GPS, google maps or Mapquest for specific direc-
tions from your location. 

 

Important Info
 WHEN: Saturday, July 27, 2019 
 WHERE: Henry B. Plant Museum  
  401 W Kennedy Blvd, Tampa, FL 33606
 COST: $12/person
 CALL: Dave & Lynn • 727-420-0424
  DHutch@verizon.net
 TIME: 10:00 AM 
RESERVE BY: July 17th 

> > LIMIT 30 < <

Henry B. Plant Museum Tour & Lunch

 

 Name ____________________________________________________________

 Phone _______________________        Cell Phone________________________

 Email ____________________________________________________________

 Address __________________________________________________________

      1   or   2  @ $12/adult  _______________ Enclosed

Make check payable to:
Tampa Bay Section MBCA

Mail by July 17, 2019 to: 
Dave & Lynn Hutchinson

2104 Flamingo Place
Safety Harbor, FL 34695

Henry B. Plant Museum Tour & Lunch 
July 27, 2019
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Help your Section
 Many of the MBCA sections have gone to sending their newsletters to their members via e-mail to avoid the high cost of printing 
and postage. Our section has enough members that we qualify to reduced postage by using bulk rate mailing and sorting. We are also 
lucky to have a printing company in Sarasota that is efficient and has the capability to sort and even deliver our printed newsletters to 
the local bulk mailing facility. The printing costs and postage expense have inched up every year. We have not raised our advertising 
rates and would like to reward our loyal advertisers by not raising them. This page usually only has one ad and the classified ads. So we 
have space for more advertisers. Do you have a local repair shop you love, supplier for parts or even an upholsterer, just to name a few, 
you used that you would like recommend to your fellow members? How about contacting them about placing an ad in our Tampa Bay 
Star newsletter.?
 So take your copy of the newsletter to your favorite business and find out what size ad they are ready to place that will be seen by 
all 280 of your fellow members. As a reward for your efforts, the Section will pay your next membership renewal for 1 year.
 Give them my name, phone number and/or e-mail address if they have further questions. We can acccept ads camera ready in any 
digital format or they can mail me a hard copy (not folded) to scan. My contact information is:  Linda Cooper, 121 Woodland Court, 
Safety Harbor, FL 34695 • Cell: 727-498-6800 • LindaBCooper@verizon.net

For Sale
Any member wishing to place an ad in the newsletter for 
automobiles and/or related equipment for sale, may do so at 
no charge by sending a typed or printed copy to the Editor no 
later than the 10th of the odd number months. 

FOR SALE– 2015 250 SLK 24,000 miles and in VERY good 
condition, nav system and all other options for that year/mod-
el.Asking $22,500 or reasonable offer. Call George Orndorff 
at 727-470-0919. FYI the car is in Bradenton area.
FOR SALE – 1983 Mercedes Benz 300 CD Turbo; 146,000 
miles.  All original with service records.  Signal red color, 
beige interior.  Excellent condition - $10,000.  For details call 
Karen, 727-201-9946 
FOR SALE –  SLK - One of the first SLKs sold in Pinellas 
County. This car was ordered on the very first day that the SLK was 
announced. 1998 SLK 230 – Brilliant Silver with Salsa (red/black) 
interior. All original. Only 18,000 miles m.o.l. Recent A Service. 
Always Dealer serviced. Garage kept. Immaculate, great rally car. 
$12,999 - Call Dave Hutchinson at 727-420-0592 or 727-726-6711.

FOR SALE –  Baby your SLK 230 with this flannel lined all 
weather extreme silver/gray “Custom Cover”. Pristine! Only 
$100. Call Krissy at 727-548-0313.
FOR SALE – 2004 E320 station wagon, blue/gray, rear 

facing third seat, cargo privacy cover, nav system, sun roof. 
Recently service at Crown. 122k miles. Call Paul & Linda 
Cooper @ 727-726-6837
FOR SALE – Mercedes 300E glass model on wood display, 
e-mail for photo.  $25.  Call Anthony at (352)513-5058

Tampa Bay Star newsletter ad costs:

1/2 page $400.00
1/4 page $250.00
Business Card $150.00

The above rates listed are for an annual 
ad in ALL six issues for the year

Did you misplace your newsletter? 
Do you know that Dan puts a copy of each issue of 
our local on the Tampa Bay Section website? Here 
is the address of our site:
  https://tampabay.mbca.org/
Once you are on our site click Newsletter at the top 
and you will see the PDF format for all of our cur-
rent and previous issues.



SERVICE & REPAIR OF: 
 
 
 

• Free Estimates 

• Factory Trained Technicians 

• Family Owned & Operated Since 1994 

• Specializing In Historic German Cars 

• Call 547-0818 For An Appointment Today 

GERMAN TECH, INC. • 10881 75th Street North • Largo, FL 33777 
Business Hours: Mo-Fr 7:30 am - 5:30 pm • (727) 547-0818 • info@germantech.com 

YOUR ONE STOP 
FOR ALL YOUR GERMAN CAR NEEDS 


